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<•  An,  DelftTAl!  just  conu  in  titat,  W« 
were  tired  of  waiting,  and  going  to  begin  the 
ball  without  yon,"  cxclaimcul  Sir  Thomas 
Medlycott,  seizing  on  a  handsome  young  man 
aa  h«  entered  the  ball  room  at  Ringletoa,  the 

ooonty  town  of slure,  aocomponiecl  by 

two  friendA  of  about  the  same  aga  "  Too 
ohould  have  been  here  hnJf  an  hour  ago:  old 
men  and  young  men,  roatrona  and  spinsters 
have  all  been  asking — where  U  Morton  Ddaval  ? 
And  if  any  lady  could  look  black  on  you  j — but 
tbat  cannot  be — 1  woukl  not  make  you  vain, 
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liul  aiiy  other  man  would  have  been  under  n 
<'lou(l  of  female  frowns  as  black  aa  ink.  Our 
yutuig  dondioB  and  squiree  look  bluff  enough  as 
it  in ;  indeed  they  would  have  begun  dancing 
Itui^  hIiicc,  but  for  my  opposition ;  and  being 
linekcd  by  the  women  of  course  I  carried  the 
ihiy.  Ay,  ay,  Dclaval,  my  boy !  get  the 
wdiucn  on  your  side,  and  you  may  do 
anything  that  man  can  do ; — and  you  have 
ilonv  that  already.  '  We  cannot  begin  the  ball 
without  &Ir.  Dclaval — he  is  the  best  dancer  in 
the  countyi'  said  some  fair  damsels ;  ant) 
hiukwl  all  tJio  iwL      But  what  made  you  eo 

uwr 

"  Tito  luads  were  much  heavier  than  I  liad 
ctltocted,"  n'plicd  Morton  Dclaval  with  gentle- 
manly <)uictud<^  nothing  flattered,  as  it  seemed, 
liy  all  the  flattery  that  bod  l>een  heaped  upon 
Itim  by  the  talkative  Baronet,  who.  by  dint  of 
ihnKtiu}:*  Sourer  intw  even-  botly's  />atr,  had 
at  leu^h  suixvedeil  in  establishing  his  right  to 
itv^'rt  his  wbulc  hand  into  the  county  ^lie.  so 
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tluit  nothing  coalt]  be  doiie    througliout  all 

ithirc,   &om   n   meeting  of  ihc   Xobilit;, 

OcDtry,  umI  Fn;cliol<lcni,  duwn  to  a  mvvting 
of  Fltrt«,  FidiUcn.  and  DuQ(lio»,  in  whJcb  Sir 
Thomas  did  not  usurp  the  rule.  A  poAchcr 
could  not  be  commilted — u  burglar  tiied — a 
roatt  turned— A  rate  imposed — an  election  car- 
ried, without  Itifi  baring  ttie  greatest  nrt  nnd 
part  in  alL  Even  ■□  cricket  RUtclivcho  sought 
to  Domo  (he  two  cIutcds  and  ths  umpiree, 
besides  bestowing  gratis — for  nothing — an  in- 
finitude of  sdricc,  touching  bau  and  ball«i, 
bowling  and  fielding,  to  wliicb  eakl  advice, 
according  to  hiin,  tlie  cricketing  excellence  of 

«hirc  waa  Holcly  to  be  attributed ;  whilst 

if  a  hop  were  but  hinted  at>  be  took  upon 
hinuelf  to  determine  the  dtty,  the  ]>lace,  the 
terms,  the  moeiciana;  nay,  he  would  even  have 
drawn  out  a  lUt  of  the  quadrilles,  values,  imd 
galopC!.  OB  he  did  the  toauta  at  Uie  public 
dinners,  had  Dot  the  dancers  and  fiddlers  re 
bcUcd  to  Btoutly  against  his  nik,  and  laughed 
B  3 
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tn  imntockratdy  at  liis  jumbling  of  tutic.«  Mid 
juoUiling  of  nauic«,  which  bis  Kiiglisli  tongue, 
ft«  lie  called  it,  fuuml  quite  unpronounceable, 
tlmt  ho  (looiuvd  it  most  pnidont  to  leave  that 
line  matter  to  the  adjustment  of  others,  covering 
his  vexation  by  a  laughing  assertion — that  tbc 
muHiciang  toi>k  htm  for  a  flat,  but  he  might 
prove  too  sharp  for  them  yet.  Having  had  a 
(fi'andfather  who  might  be  talked  of  (his  great 
grandfather  wus  never  alluded  to)  he  eountcti 
hiniHcIf  of  an  ancient  family ;  and  |io«scMing  a 
middling  eatjtte,  whereon  i>to«id  a  hunditomc 
uio<Ieni  mansion,  he  ounKidere<l  himself,  and 
thanks  to  hiti  bu^y  nied<lling  and  reiulinvca  to 
aid  all  poMCued  of  rank  or  wealth,  wm  COU- 
nidcrod  by  many  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
county.  Nothing  discomposed  by  the  brief 
answer  of  Morton  Delaval,  whom  he  knew  to 
he  no  groat  speochifier  in  general,  Sir  Tliomft* 
imntinued  in  tlie  same  strain  an  l>efore. 

"  Ah !  yea,  the  roads  are  bad ;   but  a  young 
man  of  your  fortune  and  gallantry  should  have 
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put  uu  fbar  horaes :    ny,  even  six  or  eiglit,  if 
needed,    mtber    than     Imvc     ke)>t    tlte   \aAif» 
I  waiting. " 

"  1  had  not  the  viuutj*  to  »upiH)«:  ihni  thr 
ladiea  would  h«vc  <]ono  mv  w  iiiucli  Itnnor." 

"Viinity,  indeed!  Viuiitj- 1  With  y«ur 
hitiidsuiite  face,  figure,  i»aoiien>,  and  tbr- 
tune,  aa  if  yoii  did  not  know  younwlf— *  tltc 
'gl«M  of  fiuhion  luid  the  ol«i;rv«d  of  all 
'tAmemra,'  n  my  tltughter  bM  it  Pooh  I 
Pooh !  Dclava],  you  know  your  price  in  the 
county  as  well  as  I  do :  in  the  country,  1  may 
sny,  for  one  coiild  ecarcely  find  your  cqinl  in 
ail  En^and  for  handsome  face  and  handsome 
fiutunc  joined.  Indeed  there  were  eome  wh<i 
asBcrtO']  that  yoa  came  late  on  purpose  to  hIiow 
your  power,  and  make  a  tiensntion." 

"In  other  words,  niaice  a  fool  of  myseli;" 

"  No,  no,  Delaval :  no  oue  can  take  you  for 
a  fool,  tlioi^h  to  be  sure  you  neither  talk  nor 
take  the  Ivad  as  much  as  you  might  with  your 
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gift»  luid  expectations ;  but  tlint  is  from  yoor 
modeaty :  true  merit  is  ever  moilett." 

Dclaval  bowed  to  the  compliment,  glancing 
lu  he  did  so  at  one  of  bis  companions  with  a 
fiiiilc,  whicli,  though  too  alight  to  excite  tlie 
utt«nlion  of  the  Bnronct,  conveyed  hia  feelings 
to  his  friend,  who  turned  iwide  to  conceal  a 
fatiigh. 

"  And  how  is  my  j^ood  friend,  your  aunt. 
Mm  Morton? — and  her  worthy  husband?" 

"  Both  well ;  quite  well,  I  am  h^py  to 
My,"  niiewcrcd  Dehival,  with  more  animation. 

I  wn  glad  to  hear  it — very  glad.  They 
ure  quite  the  pride  of  our  eouiity :— such  an 
attached  mud  liberal  couple,  beeping  up  the 
old  house,  and  the  old  ho^jtitality,  in  the  good 
ohi  style.  Mra.  Morton  ia  such  u  perfect  upeci- 
men  of  what  an  Englishwoman  of  fortune 
•hould  be;  to  gentle,  and  yet  so  dignilicd;  and 
her  husband  so  worthy  of  her  in  every  way. 
Always  ready  with  hia  purse  for  a  church,  or  n 
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fiofipitol,  or  a  fir^  nr  nn  ekclHin ;  und  civvor 
too,  tliou^  he  dooB  nut  nwlilltf  mm-h  ia  uuunty 
liiutinvse ;  and  aU  the  happier  for  iL  I  dockrc 
I  liiivi-  iiul  a  uiimitu  tliKt  I  can  call  tny  own. 
It  Is  twr  Tliouias  wp  want  you  for  lliis — and 
Sir  Thomas  w«  want  ynu  for  tliat:— and 
reaJly  Sir  Thoutns  you  iiitiH  mine  aiid  wt  Uf 
to  ngbts,  for  wc  alwnya  get  in  a  both«r  with- 
out you.  I  aiii  like  a  waiter  at  lui  hotel — 
every  one  calling  for  my  luutifitniioe ;  oii<>  would 
9uppoi*c  Unit  there  was  not  luiotlter  gentletiinii 
of  »cn«e  and  influence  in  tltc  oounly : — when  I 
die  1  ought  to  have  a  publie  (unernl  aiid  moiiii* 
mcnt.  Mr.  Mwlon  in  too  wit>e  to  waste  hiiti- 
Bclf  for  othera  who  arc  never  euffieiently  grntc- 
fhl ;  bat  he  hna  tmcommon  fpxd  ocnsc,  never 
aeks  troublesome  cxplanationa,  wberva«  rwk' 
people  worry  me  to  death  with  qnesUons,  and 
seem  oonc  the  wiiter  at  the  end,  though  I  may 
have  been  talking  to  them  for  half  nn  hour. 
But  bless  mc !  here  am  1  chattering  away  like 
a  wonian,  nineteen  to  the  dozen,  quite  forget- 
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ting  thftt  the  ilanccni  am  waiting.  It  U  such  a 
pleasure  Ui  sec  you  among  us  again  that  I  can 
think  of  Dottiing  <;]»:.  And  there  i»  uiy  lady 
fidgeting  I  HOC,  and  tlic  tcU  fonning.  WcU 
you  won't  have  to  seek  for  n  partner,  my  dear 
Morton,  tliat  i»  one  tiling.  Wc  hare  not  for- 
gotten our  promise,  though  mnde  some  years 
ago,  that  you  sliouU)  be  Felicia's  firet  partner 
nt  her  first  ball;  and  I  ae«uro  you  ehc  haa 
refused  ecvcral  pnrtncrs  for  your  take  nlrcody; 
Earlfl,  Honorables,  and  what  not  No,  no,  we 
were  not  gwng  to  forget  one  whom  wc  haw 
known  and  loved  so  long.  Indeed,  but  for 
that  i>roiniac  we  ahould  liave  deferred  Felicia's 
coming  out  till  the  opriag  in  towiL  'Ilicre,  go 
an<l  claim  your  partner;  I  count  on  your  bciug 
the  handsomest  couple  in  the  room." 

"  MisB  Medlycott  is  undeniably  the  belle  of 
the  evening,  but  I  mu^l  not,  in  my  own  good 
fortune,  forget  my  friends,  whom  I  have  pro- 
misod  to  provide  with  partners." 

<*  Oh  t  I  wtU  get  them  partners — that  is  if 
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there  uv  any  to  be  hud :  you  ehould  Imve  oomi; 
sooner,"  rq)liiMl  Sir  Tbooiae,  tiuivkly,  having; 
luarkod  his  lady's  fron-n  at  the  dcUj'. 

"  lict  me  introduce  thom  to  you  first.  Tlitt 
Honorabic  Mr.  Lerwick  and  Mr.  Giflbrd." 

**  They  eball  bavo  my  best  exertiotu  ia  thvir 
fhvor,"  replied  tJtu  Baronet,  bowing;  luw  to  UitL 
gcntloiDCi),  w  friends  of  DcUvil.  but  jMuiJcu- 
iarly  fo  to  tlte  fomit^i  »t  being  ula»  an  Honor- 
able. "  Tbere  now  to  the  dance,  my  dear  boy, 
or  Felicia  will  accept  somebody  cl«^" 

"  There  is  little  fear  of  tiiat,"  tJiotight 
Morton  DeUvsl,  as  resigning  himiielf  to  his 
fate,  rather  than,  as  it  seemed,  rejoicing  at  it, 
lie  crossed  tjte  room  towards  Lady  Medlycott 
iuul  hex  danghtdr,  leading  the  latter  to  the 
daiK«ra,  after  exchanging  friendly  greettngv 
with  both. 

Sir  Tlionuw  was  right.    They  wore  decidedly 

tlic  handiKKneet  cou[Jc  in   the  room ;    and   the 

Baixmet  and  his  lady  exchanged  congrattdatory 

^anocs  as  thoy  marked  the  admiration  which 
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their  (laughter  excited,  and  heard  the  coniiuenta 
of  llm  HpCGtatort),  who  uiuro  than  liiiitcd  at  u 
mutch  iK-twocn  the  fair  lUhutanh-  nnd  licr  ele» 
gwit  partner;  »oiue  approving,  some  disap* 
proving,  according  a»  the  project  thwarted  or 
furthered  their  own  plane. 

"  Who  is  that  houdsome  young  man  who  b 
dancing  niUi  your  daugliter?"  enquired  Mr. 
Itowilier  of  the  deligtited  father,  who  waa 
following  witli  hi«  eyes  the  movements  of 
Felicia,  oa  ehe  whirled  round  the  room  in  a 
wnltz,  still  liAviiig  Morton  for  her  partner.  "  I 
hope  for  your  siike  and  the  young  hidyV,  that 
he  is  a  mitablo  match ;  if  only  a  detrimental, 
tnke  my  advice,  and  fU>i>  them  in  their  waltz 
ere  they  grow  more  giddy." 

"  The  question  proves  you  to  be  a  stranger 
io  the  county,"  replied  Uie  delighted  Sir 
Thomas,  striving  to  repress  some  portion  of  his 
exultation.  "  7'hat  fine  young  mnn  a  detri- 
mental ?  no— no  I  why  it  is  Morton  Delaval, 
acknowledged  heir  to  hie  aunt  Mrs.  Morton  t 
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aad  there  \»  not  foch  another  property  a»  hon 

in  all slure.     A  dwir  twenty  tltou^tuid 

s  year  with  the  present  poor  tnuingeiiimt ;  ami, 
if  they  woulfl  but  tnkc  my  wirioe,  it  inij^ht 
bring  tfaexn  in  at  least  fire  thouMuid  a  yc«r 
more ;  but  though  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morton  bcc 
the  wbdotn  oftlutt  ndvW  they  ar«  too  indolent 
to  act  upon  it  'lliey  nre  very  worthy  people 
— very  worthy  indocd — only  n  lertU  obstinate 
tometimes ;— but  tJioa  Uicy  are  ^tting  old, 
and  old  people  like  to  go  on  in  their  own  jog- 
trot way,  sospoctiog  that  men  who  are  just  in 
thoir  prime  may  be  a  IfttU  too  rash :  and  per- 
haps I  am  a  lertie  rash — it  i»  the  fault  of  quick 
and  tfontpr«l>cnsivc  lutnds  in  thi-ir  full  vigonr," 
continued  the  Daronet,  whuwa*  himself  verging 
oa  sixty,  and  Mrs.  Morton  not  much  older. 
*'Hc  is  on  exovcdingiy  clever  young  man — 
tolenta  of  the  firet  order — might  take  a  first 
cloM  at  Oxford,  if  hi^  fortune  did  not  render 
such  trouble  raper6uouB.  Such  elegant  man- 
ners too— «uch  perfect  self-poeaeesion — nothing 
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ever  Hurries  hini.  or  puts  him  out  of  hu  vmy. 
If  the  sky  were  to  fall  I  verily  bclluvc — " 

"  Thnt  be  would  not  condoecead  to  stooj) 
and  catcli  larks,  though  poeitiTely  starTing," 
exdaitaed  ^oung  Medlycott,  who,  feeling 
jenlouA  of  Delnvitl,  wne  always  nnnoycd  nt 
beving  lits  praiMM. 

"  NouHcnsc,  ThoianB  T  replied  the  Baronet, 
vexed  at  the  interruptton.  *'  You  cannot  ex- 
jjcct  the  heir  of  twenty  thouxruid  per  annum  to 
hiutlc  alwut  and  he  fua&y  like  tlic  younger  son 
of  a  ]iidf  pay  Lieutenant,  or  half  atarvetl 
curate:  tiicti  oonduoC  would  not  befit  liia 
elation." 

"  Morton  Dclaval  bustle  about  and  be  fiia^  1 
why  he  would  liave  a  St  of  apoplexy  at  the 
bare  idcH,"  eontinucd  the  incnrrigiblo  Thomu. 

"  Me  is  calm,  gentlemanly,  and  digniBed, 
whicli  is  what  ho  sliould  bo,"  observed  the 
Baronet  reprovingly. 

"  Set  him  to  get  his  bread  by  his  own  exci^ 
tions,  instead  of  having  it  crammed  into  his 
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mouth  by  his  partial  aant,  iuk3  then  wc  . 
»ee  how  many  gallons  a  week  his  calm,  gmr" 
tlemanly  dignity,  and  firat  rate  talents  would 
win  him.  First  rate  talcnt(>,  indvcd '  Like  th« 
aalic  law,  what  every  one  talks  of;  luid  no  om  j 
luut  ever  Ken.  Put  Iiim  to  tlio  proof; — nnd 
tbeii  let  Iiioi  find  his  IcveL  Ay,  and  ho  iim; 
be  pot  to  tlie  proof  too:  he  is  only  an  ex- 
pectant, imd  not  a  posaessor  as  yet,  and  the 
old  proverb  runs  ^ 

"  Thtre'i  many  >  ilip 

'  Twiit  ike  cop  Mill  tb«  lip." 

"  I  tcU  you  Morton  is  sure  of  the  property," 
observed  Sir  Thomas  sharply.  "  Ihlr&  Morton 
and  lier  husbnnd  botli  assured  me  oiily  the  laet 
lime  I  saw  them  tliat  He  should  have  every 
farthing  at  thi^r  death.     It  is  as  plain  as  a  [»ko 

"  In  n  (lark  December  night,"  added  young 
Mcdlyoolt,  shrugging  his  eliouldera,  and  mut- 
tering— '  we  sliall  ece' — as  he  walked  away. 
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"  Your  eon  do«a  not  npjiCBr  to  liul<]  yoar 
inteottcd  Bon-in-Uw  in  very  high  e^tinuition,'' 
obocrrcti  Kir.  Bowehcr  drily, 

"  Some  foolisli'  boy's  qusirrel  in  which 
Tlwmiu  got  wonted: — notliing  more,"  roi^ied 
the  DuroHCt,  aesuininf;  nn  nir  of  iiuliffercnco. 
"  Young  men  wtU  Ulk  nonscDM;.  and  my  eou 
among  the  number ;  but  he  knows  as  well  na 
I  do  that  DcluTul  is  curtain  of  the  whole  of  the 
Murtou  prx>j>crty  at  his  aiuit'a  deHth." 

"  I9  ahc  an  old  woman  ?" 

"  Going  on  for  seventy,"  (she  was  but  sixty- 
two)  **  and  not  a  tong-lived  woman  I  ehosM 
aay — none  of  her  family  are." 

**  But  you  mentioned  a  huebiuid  jtist  now." 

"  Ye*;  but  then  he  is  four  yciin  older  at 
the  least,  so  there  i«  no  chance  of  his  surviving 
her;  besides  the  fortune  is  all  hers,  and  at  bcr 
own  disposaL" 

"  Indeed  I  How  happens  thatr 

"  Why  I  will  tell  you ;  no  one  in  dio 
oouDQr  knows  better  I  reckon,"   replied  the 
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Bmnett  delighted  at  bnving  found  u  new  uDd 
patient  liistcner  to  a  ttory,  nlitcli  lie  Ittul  rc- 
pcRtcd  ui'vr  iidd  over  again  till  even  he  did  not 

vcutiirc  to  inflict  it  on  any  resident  in shire. 

"  The  Mortons  pique  tlteinsclves  on  being  • 
Tcry  old  fiimily — wmcwhvre  about  tlie  Umo  of 
the  flood — H  day  before  or  s  diiy  aAcr.  m  the 
alinnuftcka  B*y ;  however  I  don't  prct«nt  to  re- 
nietuber  as  far  back  as  that ;  but  1  kitow  my 
gnndfatJier  voncbud  for  their  being  higltly 
esteemed  in  his  time,  and  he  wag  a  shrewd  niaii 
of  his  day." 

"  Never  miiMl  their  genealogy  from  the  Hood, 
i  want  tn  know  liow  so  Urge  a  property  caioc 
Ui  centre  in  a  fumale,"  observed  i^Ir.  Boweher 
a  little  ubiuirtly. 

"  I  waa  just  coming  to  that,"  replied  tbe 
Baronet,  taking  hold  of  Mr.  Bowaber'a  butt<Hi> 
that  he  uiiglit  not  <-.Kcapc  him.  "  Old  Morton, 
IL4  we  used  to  cnll  him,  had  many  children,  but 
one  by  one  thoy  all  died  off  till  he  had  but  two 
daughters  left— his  eldest  uul  his  youngest. 
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Hia  (lisiiiii)oiDtmcot  nt  having  ao  mnlc  heir 
iiiiwlu  liim  sour  and  tyrannicul,  and  to  increaee 
the  grandeur  of  his  fmitily  ho  inei8te<l  on  hie 
youngest  daii^it«r'ii  giving  her  hand  to  the 
Earl  of  I'remont,  one  of  tJic  htiuglitieat  men 
in  Eng]an<L  Iliit  Erollj  Morton  having  u  will 
of  her  own  ns  well  as  her  pai»^,  clopod  with  a 
poor  Captuln  in  n  ranrching  regiment,  which  so 
enraged  her  father  that  he  not  only  awoT« 
never  to  evo  her  again,  and  exacted  a  vow  to 
the  Munc  effect  from  bcr  eitt«r,  hut  he  nbo 
settled  the  whole  of  hie  immense  estates  on 
the  present  Mrs.  Morton,  on  condition  tluit  »hc 
(thoutd  marry  within  nich  n  time,  altvays  re- 
taining hei-  maiden  name.  The  old  man  was 
too  vindictive  to  live  long — liis  sour  temper 
Boon  wore  lilm  to  the  gmvo,  and  at  tlie  explrap 
tion  of  her  mourning  Miv.  Morton  married  a 
Mr.  Willock,  a  young  man  without  a  [)cnny, 
to  whom  elic  hod  long  been  secretly  attached, 
thougli  too  timid  to  name  the  aubjcct  to  her 
dc«potical  parent     Of  oouno  the  fortunate 
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youth,  BB  he  wm  (jvnenUy  exiled  at  tlic  time, 
made  no  objection  to  taking  hia  la(t)''a  niune, 
instcud  of  giriDg  her  hiit — who  wouJd  for  tlto 
ittke  of  such  a  fortune? — to  timy  were  nurried, 
and  lircd  very  happy  ever  aAor  ■*  the  storj 
books  eay,  having  all  tJiat  nMrtak  coukl  desire, 
save  a  direct  heir  to  their  property,  for  children 
they  had  none.'* 
**  Atid  what  became  of  the  younger  sister?" 
"What  Mrs.  DeUYfd?  Oh!  it  came  to 
pass  with  her  as  in  all  love  matcltcs,  as  they 
are  fotdisbty  termed;  that  as  *  poverty  came  in 
at  the  door,  love  flew  out  at  the  window.' 
The  gentleman  wanted  liii  burgundy — the  lady 
her  maid : — the  husband  growled  at  their  bad 
dinn^ra — the  wife  at  liavii^  to  uiake  up  her 
own  caps: — first  tliey  sulkc<l — then  they 
grumbled — ^tlien  they  (quarrelled.  He  sought 
]unu)!entent  out — slie  sat  and  cried  beraelf  into 
a  fright  at  home ;  and  afler  enduring  cholera 
and  influenza,  brain,  scarlet,  and  typhus  fevers : 
(such  tilings  tdwuya  attack  love  couples,  who 
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utiDot  pay  tbcir  liulclier,  much  less  their 
tloctur,)  they  were  on  the  point  of  Be{>aratiog, 
when  be  was  hickily  (.-orricd  oft'  by  a  relajwe  of 
the  latter,  antl  aIic  wii»  left  it  wkIovt  with  one 
boy,  many  dcbtfl,  and  no  money,  being  the  mere 
altdeMD  of  her  former  eolf.  Take  my  word 
for  it,  this  u  always  the  way  with  your  ntn- 
away  matches ;  love  can't  always  live  upon 
boiled  pork,  or  boiled  mutton  either ;  and  I 
always  hold  up  tbc  fntc  of  Emily  Morton  aa  a 
waming  to  my  girls,  allowing  them  what  comes 
of  running  off  with  a  poor  man.  Ilnd  she 
married  the  F^url  of  Trcmont,  aa  her  father 
wished,  she  would  hnve  lived  in  Bplendour  all 
her  days." 

"  Which  said  days  would  not  have  been 
many,  na  he  worried  his  wife,  as  sweet  a  crea- 
ture aa  ever  lived,  to  death  witliin  fix  monUis," 
ohecrved  a  roioc  at  the  Itiironct'ii  elbow. 

"  Ah  I  Gwyer  ! — you  Iliere  !"  exclaimed  Sir 
Thomaa,  tnming  round  on  the  epcnker,  n  good 
tempered  looking  man,  about  Iiih  own  i^e. 
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"  Vou  alwayi  take  the  port  of  Iotgtb,  and  arc 
tbe  coafidoDl  of  all  tliu  boys  ukI  girli  iti  thv 
county.  Don't  yoii  tcadi  my  duoghten  to 
elope  with  ha]f-pay  captams." 

"  No  fear  of  that,  oonaidering  )k>w  they  haw 
been  brought  up,"  replied  Mr.  Gwycr. 

The  (one  of  the  njwalccr  niiglit  have  eonndcd 
e(]uivocal  to  Mome,  but  the  Bunmet  ch4»e  to 
oouidGr  it  compUmcDtan'. 

"  Tinnk  you  for  tlus  testimony  to  tbv  good 
principlea  of  my  girla.  Aod  now  to  fmieti 
about  Mn«.  Delaval,  Uie  remainder  of  whose 
history  may  i>oon  be  told.  She  died  within 
three  months  aflcr  her  hatband,  of  a  broken 
heart,  or  broken  constitution,  or  empty  punw ; 
and  Mrs.  Morton  took  eliargo  of  her  eon,  who 
hoe,  as  you  see,  grown  up  all  tJiat  his  aunt 
could  wub." 

"  Then  the  protniao  nerer  to  aee  her  sister 
did  not  extend  to  the  ncpliew,"  remarked  Mr. 
LBowebcr. 

"  Ob,  no  !    and  I  believe  the  old  iiian  half 
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Ktented  on  bia  death-bed,  and  peniutted  Mra. 
Ihlorton  to  aeo  and  awist  lier  sietcr,  sliuuld  Mr*. 
DvIhviiI  be  dying,  or  iu  absolute  wnut.  So 
here  Ifl  the  hifltory  of  Morton  DcJaval— an 
Adonis  now — a  Solon  hcreaflcr — or,  to  speak 
)>[iun  English,  our  future  county  member." 

"  Itather  young  to  be  thinking  of  Uiat,  is  he 
not  T'  enquired  Mr.  Bowalier. 

**  Ob  !  he  18  not  of  age  yet;  bot  Mr.  Den- 
ithArc  wilt  lajtt  Home  years  longer ;  in  the  mean 
time  Morton  DeUval  will  hare  done  with  Ox- 
fonL" 

"  Or  be  done  tlierc,'"  remarked  Mr.  Bow- 
aher. 

*•  Ay,  <«r  be  done — very  good.  There  is 
much  done  there  that  should  be  Icfl  undone,  aa 
I  know  to  my  cotit,"  said  the  Baronet  laogbing. 
"  But  what  can  a  fatlicr  do?  It  is  the  regular 
thing— the  fitting  place  for  a  young  man  of 
family  and  fortune  ;  though  your  son  may  not 
acquire  a  greater  knowledge  of  tJie  clasnca  for 
his  three  years  cojouni  tliorc,  he  may  form  ao> 
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quAintuncw  and  ooDnccttona  among  Uic  notHlity 
and  lending  funilk-fl  which,  if  ho  havo  hut  the 
wit  lo  profit  by,  may  ciuuro  hts  adruiceiucnt 
ill  nftcr  life.  Nothing  like  interest  aix]  a 
friend  at  court,  or  rath«r  fricDd«.  Wlio  would 
Mod  ilicir  children  to  Eton,  Ilugby,  or  anj 
other  imblic  scliool,  but  for  the  salce  of  the 
connections  they  form  there ;  and  its  being 
OKuideretl  a  fonther  in  their  caps,  and  marking 
thcBi  i#  aouiebodicii  ?  Whitehead !  who  is  he  ? 
enqnirea  some  impertinent  puppy,  ivilli  itot  u 
hundredth  part  of  this  same  \\'liitehead's 
brains ;  and  the  whole  party  echo  the  sneering 

quefj. 

"  Oh  t  Whitehead  is  a  capital  fellow  I—hc 
wM  my  chum  at  Eton,"  answers  Lord  Buoby, 
whereupon  the  aneera  are  hu»lied,  and  tJie 
entire  circle  go  the  entire  figure  in  Whitcheod'o 
fiivur,  be<uittse  he  waa  Lord  Dool>y>  chum  at 
Eton.  As  for  the  learning  the  boys  get  at 
public  schools,  it  is  at  tiie  beet  only  like  the  thin 
Aciapin^  of  butter  over  tliick  dry  bread,  such 
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u  is  fprcn  at  dicap  preparatory  sdioole,  where 
little  boye  are  sent  who  make  too  much  noiee  at 
home.  Cut  then  there  are  the  frieiida — the 
acquaintances  of  which,  as  I  said  before,  a 
clever  Ud  can  make  w  much.  AdcI  bb  for 
book  learning,  how  does  Uiat  help  a  man  on  in 
tif«?  Xo^no—it  is  knowledge  of  the  world, 
that  hclgw  a  nian  forward  ;  and  I  nm  up  to  thin 
world  aD<l  all  its  wayM.  Some  people  ^  about 
with  one  cyo  shut;  but  I  iUwajs  keep  both 
wide  open.  Yes,  yea:  eyes  to  bw. — mind  to 
comprehend — and  baud  to  take  for  me." 

**  Ay,  ay,  you  are  a  clever  man,  Sir  Tliomw; 
can  see  in  a  fog  I  donbt  not,"  observed  Mr. 
liowsbcr  laughing. 

"  A  fog !  there  is  no  such  thing  to  the  clear 
ftighlcd ;  the  keen  eye  of  aelf-intereat  can 
pieroe  throu;;h  any  haze  however  dense,  and 
kiKp  itcndily  in  view  the  prize  beyond  for 
which  it  toils,"  replied  tlie  self-complacent 
Baronet. 
"  So  your  keen  eye  is  lixed  on  this  youi^ 
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DeUval,  wluun  you  wotild  Imvo  as  your  a»ii-in- 
biw.     Wh<:n  is  the  wedding  to  coiuo  ot)'?" 

"  X»y.  now  yoii  arc  galloping,  Uuu-flhcr, 
n'lM>rc  I  have  it8  yot  scarcely  tnkcu  a  nMyt. 
Morton  ia  n  great  favorite  with  us  oertninly : — 
wc  hitTC  koown  him  frtmi  n  boy— our  lioun- 
bas  fl]wiiy»  been  a  woond  home  to  liiiu ;  mti) 
my  wife  nnd  uiyaeir  love  tuiu  next  to  our  own 
duMren :  but  liia  marri.tge  with  Felicia  would 
Tuquire  mim  cuosiderotioa.  Tliis  U  the  girlV 
first  ball,  and  we  expLJt  her  beauty  will  make 
u  dcosiitkin  in  town.  Lord  Frirclton  admires 
lier  exoeedii^ly,  and  she  nuy  have  (Nironcla 
htid  nt  her  (cvU  There  is  no  knontiig  what 
luny  come  to  ytaas.^ 

"  But  think  of  yoang  Delaval'a  hanili>oiii« 
pcnon,  iir»t  rate  talent,  and  fortune  of  twonty 
thousand  a  year,"  obierved  Mr.  Row«her  with 
a  half  EUpprcMcd  sneer  at  tite  llaroiictV  uver- 
weetting  vanity. 

"  Oh !  if  the  young  [leoplv  like  each  other,  I 
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thaU  not  My  tlieiii  my ;  but  time  etMogli  for 
this,  aa  well  as  hifi  coming  in  for  tfa«  county." 

"  Then  you  reckon  thU  last  ^uite  certain," 
reoMrked  Mr.  Gwyer. 

"  To  be  sure,  the  whigs  liave  twc  a  chance  in 
this  county,  ns  even  you  must  admit." 

"  I  «cliloni  Mlmit  or  deny  any  thing  in 
politic  Icet  I  should  be  frowned  on  by  my 
friends,  ami  liootcd  by  my  enemies.  But  are 
you  usurcd  of  young  Dclaval '«  bcnng  n  tory  ?" 
■f*AMa  I  assured  thnt  there  will  be  light 
when  tbesnn  is  in  the  meridian  ?  W'ill  he  not 
be  tlM!  possessor  of  twenty  ttiousaitd  a  ye»r  F 
U  nut  thid  aufBcieot  guoraRtoe?  It  is  only 
tho4e  who  lutvc  nothing  who  turn  dcinocrats." 

"  There  are  some  few  rich  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  who  are  counted  whigs,"  observed 
Mr.  Gwycr  with  a  qHict  smile. 

"  Ay,  counted  so ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  they 
are  tones  in  their  beart« ;  or  would  be  if  it 
oould    serve    th^  turn.     All    politicians,  like 
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millen,  do  what  will  l>ring  most  gr'nt  to  their 
tntUe.  Trust  me,  I  know  the  worlil  pretty  well 
by  this  tjmft  Dda\-al  luiut  bo  ii  ttiry — till  hU 
iotercst  lies  that  aide ;  nnd  his  gntiMllnthcr  iind 
great  {rmodrmther  were  torios  before  liim." 

"  My  grandrnther  waa  a  gambler,  and  my 
great  grandfallier  an  infidel : — am  I  bound  Ut 
bo  both,  or  either}^  asked  Mr.  Gwyer  quietly. 

"  Yoit  are  a  privileged  person,  and  may  be 
what  yon  please ;  no  one  ever  qimrrcla  wllli 
you,"  replied  Sir  Tliomue  with  a  hiugh.  "  But 
berc  comes  Felicia.  WuU,  Filly,  what  aay 
you  to  this  firet  ball  ?    Is  it  Tcry  delightful  T 

"  Yes  wiy  delightful,  papa"  rt-plied  his 
daughter,  panning  with  her  lata  exerljona  in 
tbe  waltz,  and  etill  retaining  Delaval's  arm. 

"  Ah!  now  there  will  be  no  stay  at  liome  in 
you :  and  I  shall  bo  dragged  bere,  and  there, 
and  everywhere!.  Thia  is  half  your  fault,  Mor- 
ton. I  ought  to  have  found  her  u  Iv^a  fiuwina- 
ting  pitrtncr,  and  then  elie  would  not  havo  cored 
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Il>i'  uuutbur  bail}. ^,i»iitiiX,°if^ir^^- SOU, w 
lliiag/  „,  ,   „„,.  „.,iv.I[A  1..  in.ii.    •  ' 

"  1  will  ofieiul  no  farther,"  rejilied  young 
Dcluvul,  jnukiug  liis  bow  tu  the  ]adjr.|,»w    t.tti 

**  Kftf,  any,  mjr  dtur  Mortou ;  I  wm  but  in 
jcfft,  iLod  did  not  intend  lo  drive  you  ftway. 
How  <»»  yuu  help  being  ittidi  a  fiiMnnuting 
tulluw  y  exclniiiivd  Sir  'i'liouiiui  liupiiig  to  de- 
Uunhini;  but  Ddavul  hiid  already  joined  the 
college  friends,  who  hiul  accomiianied  liim. 

The  flatterod  beauty  eceined  hidf  iiicUned  to 
(Kiut — Lady  Mcdiycott  frowDcd,  Kod  Sir 
ThoDUU  looked  diHconcerted ;  but  the  good 
Iiuiuour  of  all  three  wae  soon  restored  by  the 
rcit)>|K-araQce  of  Delavid,  who  retjuoeted  per- 
■iiiMton  to  introduce  tlie  llonomble  Mr.  Ler- 
wick lo  Felieia,  su  wording  tliut  requvat  u  to 
iutiiuttte  thai  the  brother  of  tiie  luirl  of  AUer- 
tou  wab  jMU-ticularly  struck  with  the  beauty  of 
tlic  baronui's  daughter. 

The    Medlyeotta — father,    tnuthvr,     child, 
were  Again  all  unilea,  and  tiiu  atrunger  had  no 
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CAU9C  to  quarrel  with  hta  reception.  The 
Earldom  of  Allerton  was  u  poor  one,  but  still 
Mr.  Lerwick  wn*  an  Honorable ;  and  if  he  had 
not  wealth  he  had  titled  oonncctiona,  which 
might  he  made  aomething  of  for  eon  or 
ilatighter. 

HirThotnaemadGabold  pueli  at  Dctaral's  but- 
ton, in  bopea  of  detalniog  him  ;  but  the  young 
man  extricated  himself  icitb  that  gentlemanly 
eaae  for  which  he  wa^  diatinguiehod,  from  thia 
awkward  fir,  as  he  tcmwd  it  to  his  friend 
OifTord ;  and,  as  titc  heir  of  Morton  Park  was 
as  popular  with  others  as  with  the  Mcdlycolts, 
though  he  was  not  reminded  of  long  foi^ottcn 
engagementa  to  dance  with  tJidr  eldest  daugh- 
ters, still  be  was  wannly  grc«t«d  by  old  and 
young,  male  aiu)  female,  and  found  Itte  time 
folly  occupied  iu  talking,  dancing,  and  liotvn- 
iog.  'I'here  were  few  in  the  room  who  did  not 
feel,  or  profess  tlic»>wlvea  glad  to  see  him ;  and 
hia  {Hends  were  received  with  more  tlum  usual 
&Tor  on  hia  account,  to  the  high  displeasure  of 
C  3 
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wjiuf  two  or  three  ultra  dandies,  who  Imd  in- 
tended to  |]lay  fine,  tOiould  dancing  geutlcDicn 
prove  (WArcv. 

"  It  ie  a  niuet  delightful  ball,  and  I  am  eui-c 
nc  srv  mwih  obliged  to  you  for  Grranging  it  all 
ttii  nicely,"  observed  the  Dowager  JLddy 
I^iitoD  to  Sir  Thoiuas  Medlyeott,  looking 
w-itli  pnat  eatislRclion  at  the  dnncera  at  »hc 
spoke,  Hinong  whom  were  Morton  Dcliiinl 
and  her  ladyohi^y's  graoddaoghter — the 
former  looking  very  polite,  the  Utter  very 
happy. 

1  fed  much  flattered  by  your  ladyehip's 
couimcndation,"  began  tlie  gratified  Baronet, 
boiviug  low.  "  I  certainly  liad  great  trouble  in 
untiging  il,  but  then  somebody  mnnt  undertake 
thcw  things ;  and  aoinehow  or  other  it  ii<  alw-ay» 
put  upon  mc.  No  one  else  can  do  it  »o  well  they 
say ;  sad  so  they  con^t  m«  over  with  pretty 
wordit;  not  hut  what  I  ani  alwayi!  ready  to 
spend  and  be  »]H;nt  for  the  county.  Sonic 
wifllied  to  defer  tlie  ball  till  later,  thinkbg  the 
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Weather  might  he  better;  but  it  m  u  tiwuty 
custom  10  danCe  mit  the  old  ymr,  iind  <I«ikv  in 
the  new;  ami  I  am  for  old  customs,  tny  hdy, 
itnd  oM  fmulict> ;  none  of  your  now  fan<;lei] 
iiutiona  for  me,  gcolf^,  nad  phrenology,  and 
«]]  tho  net  of  it ;  and  teaching  the  pour  to 
know  inoro  titan  their  betters.  To  be  $urc  tho 
frost  has  been  very  severe,  but  titcn  I  could  not 
hare  foreseen  that,  us  the  wi-athor  i«  evldom 
hard  till  ihv  middle  of  Jnnuiiry ;  and  there  has- 
been  no  snow  a*  yet  to  block  up  tlie  road's 
whidt  may  be  ez|)6ctod  later.  It  was  much 
better  to  have  it  before  the  young  iiicn  hml  ro* 
turned  to  Oxford." 

'*  3Iuch  better:  you  arc  perfectly  nght, 
Sr  Thomas,"  replied  licr  ladyfhij>,  keeping 
bcr  eyes  fixed  ou  Delaval  and  her  gnuid- 
daugtitcr. 

"  I  had  intended  to  give  a  loJl  niyiieUj  tA 
usher  in  the  new  year ;  but,  of  course,  yicldcil 
the  point  when  I  found  it  mi{;ht  inlci-fbrc  with 
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thi«  county  rcHaton  : — priTiit«    m«bes   titott' 
idwajrs  give  place  to  public  good." 

"  AH9ur«(llj-,  Sir  Thviniui :  that  is  «0  exftctJjr 
lilce  you,"  observed  her  Indyship,  still  intent  on 
vatchiog  tlie  danooiv,  and  giving  no  hint  that 
this  ball  at  Mcdlyoott  hall  hml  been  promised 
for  the  last  five  years. 

"  It  is  so  good  of  j'Our  ladyship  to  come  all 
this  <li8lfliic<T,"  flowtinued  the  delighted  BnroiJCt 
"  I  could  not  do  otlicrwiitc,  Sir  Thoina.s.  At 
my  time  of  life,  of  courne  I  can  find  no  pleasure 
in  Buch  vdin  amusements  as  balls,  and  pftTtie«; 
but  this  being  for  the  hospital  I  came  im  ii 
matter  of  charity— a  point  of  duty,"  replied  the 
Dowager,  with  an  air  of  great  self  complacency, 
whikt  the  diamonds  ia  her  toque  shook  wiUi 
the  jiaUied  movement  of  her  head.  "At  my 
uge,  one  does  not  willingly  leave  a  comforlable 
fire-side ;  but  in  a  case  of  charity,  one  aliuuld 
tw  ready  to  endure." 

Oh  I   certainly :    in   a  CMc  of   charity,  aa 
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your  Iwtjrship  HO  jiutly  ruiuarlab'-'Jt.ttw  (mm 
thiit  rvtliug  iilon*  thai  1  cowontod  to  iiQ<U-r- 
Ittke  die  arrBOgeHH^nu,"  tmd  tW  tc|iiAlIy  «.-U- 
couplnoent  fi^ronet,  peri'cctly  Mtiafied  of  the 
pority  of'bw  own  iiiteutions,  thotig;))  rather 
sueiHcious  of  tliote  of  tlic  ]>ownf:«r,  no  he 
marked  her  triuniphanl  look  nt  Drlnviil,  iin<l 
remembered  tltat  tlie  extent  of  licr  buunty  to 
the  hospital  waa  the  price  of  her  tkket  for  ih*- 
Iiall. 

*'  No  tucli  great  stretch  of  charity : — but 
thua  she  is  the  widow  of  aa  E<ir],''  thought 
the  tufi  hunting  Buonet,  a  coronet  in  hie 
opioion,  like  the  very  charity  they  were  dis- 
cnanog.  covering  a  multitiMlc  of  ein&  "  BIcse 
me  [  it  it  time  for  supper.  I  must  go  and  see 
that  all  is  right,  for  orery  thing  ui  put  upon 
my  eboaldeTB,"  exclaimed  Sir  Thomas,  glancing 
at  his  watch  and  hurrying  away  to  fuas  and 
buatle  every  body,  as  he  was  fuaaed  and  IniAlhtl 
himitelf,  giving  a  hint  to  his  lady  to  Mocnrr 
Dclaval  as  her  daughter's  escort  into  KiipjHT, 
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and  another  to  hia  bod,  whom  be  eooDOBtered  in 
hio  tmiii^it,  to  pliow  more  cWility  to  the  heir  of 
Morton  Fork,  luicl  the  future  couaty  tuembor. 

The  hint  wu  wwted  on  the  latter,  who 
envied  and  hated  hie  intended  brotbcr-in-hiw ; 
but  Lady  Medlycott  managed  to  well  that  she 
!<ecured  a  seat  for  Felicia  between  Morton  and 
Um  Uonuntblv  Mr.  Lmrwick,  at  no  grtalcr  cost 
tlmn  abiiolut«  rudenewt  to  n  very  wortliy,  but 
nut  rich  young  uuiu ;  und  m  tliv  Cuuat«iHt  of 
Linton'))  gnuuldaugliter  »at  on  Deluval's  other 
han<],  the  Dowi^r's  diamonds  i^uu  nodded  In 
Mtiafnction,  and  the  vi«on  of  a  comfortable 
aeat  by  the  fire  side  at  Morton  Park,  fims 
which  she  need  not  more,  even  in  the  cause  of 
charity,  gladdened  her  heart  with  the  oonside- 
ralioit,  that  the  money  expended  on  her  ticket 
had  been  well  bestowed. 

"Oh,  the  roa«t  beef  of  oM  England!" 
tbumi>ed  and  blown  by  the  band  of  the  yeo- 
manry cori"*  wiM  nearly  drowned  in  the  cUtter 
of  knives,  and  forka,  and  tongues ;  and  the 
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of  mtiDg',  driikkinfr,  tulkinf;,  aixl  flirt- 
ing, went  nivrrily  oo  to  Uic  ^tvM  ilt-li^lit  rtt' 
Sir  Thonus,  who  was  in  aii  ecetacjr  of  I'uA^ifi- 
eatioo.  As  the  health  of  tho  ladivs  van  «lnink 
OD  their  IcaTinj;  the  supper  room,  his  filiiM  wn* 
rsisoil  the  bigheet,  umI  emptied  the  eotinc-Bt ; 
whilst  bi«  '  hip,  hip,  humh !  and  one  cheer 
more,'  to  that  and  other  tonatd,  were  oa  the 
vwcw  of  nx  baronets  at  the  IcMt,  inrtond  of 

y  ooe^  aud  Ida  kiuks  and  tnnnnen  grew  ([uiU! 
paternal  towards  young  Deluval,  a«  lie  nuulc 
particidar  mention  of  Mrs.  Murloa'H  hantlHume 
subacription  to  the  county  luispital,  a  cotiiplt- 
ment  whidi  Ddaval  ndcnowl(-dgcd  willi  an 
animation  uniuual  to  him,  except  when  epcak- 
iog  of  his  aunt  and  her  tvorthy  husband,  to 
whom  his  obl^ations  were  ever  grateful!}'  ml- 
mittcd. 

"  Sr  Tliomas  Medlycott  sccme  to  look  on 
Mr.  IJelaval  as  alrcadji'  hia  son,"  observed  Mr. 
Howiibcr  to  Mr.  Gwyer,  n*  thej*  wero  re- 
c  5 
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the  UD-room.  "  Don  Mn.  Mortoi 
Hffnn  of  the  matdt  y 

"  Bb«  will  a[^m>ve  or  any  ooe  wbom  her 
tirp)>ew  may  telect,  Kekiiig  for  bin,  m  abe  did 
(or  fienclf,  not  wealth  but  happioesa.  WbetlKr 
ytmog  Delaral  has  as  vet  made  his  •eleotioB 
KouuiM  to  be  proved." 

•■  U  that  the  case  ?  I  thought  being  Um. 
Morton 'n  lieir  pre«tinipd^'e — " 

*'  ik-ir  presumptuous  woold  be  a  belter 
titlf,"  muttered  young  Mcdlycott,  as  he 
brAbcd  hy  tlw  speakers. 

"  CouMu  Gwyer,  pleue  to  dance  with  tne  the 
next  quadrille,  or  hide  me  in  your  jmckct  from 
the  Iteoflt,  who  is  coming  after  nie,  ibc  Bcautjr," 
vxdaimcd  a  gmccrul,  itit<-lUgent  looking  girl, 
■iddretuung  the  good  humoured  tMchclor  towards 
the  end  of  lli«  evening,  or  mther  the  adviuict; 
Iff  nioraing ;  m  he  utood  Muncwluit  niMrt  at  ono 
end  of  the  hall-rooni,  iiciir  a  window,  within 
the  embrmure  orwhidi.  unknown  to  the  young 
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hdy,  Mt  Miirton  DeUvml,  oonvtninfr  witli  nn 
old  friend  of  his  motlivr'a. 

"  Truly  ft  njodtst  n:<|uC8t»  Mi«  Su«ui  Eaat- 
hopcP  replied  Utv  liighlj-  div«it«d  Ciwyvr. 
"  And  pray  wW  loadQ  you  a  btauty  T 

"You  ibould  «tudy  gnunmar,  couoin  Gwyur, 
and  karn  more  dtacruuination  ia  tlto  tuc  of  ttu: 
reladrc  pronouii&  It  is  nol  who  has  mnde  mv 
a  beauty,  but  what  haa  made  me  a  beauty. 
Have  not  I  t«n  thousand  pounda  lo  bcntow  at 
my  ;;Dod  wiU  And  pluisuru  on  '  Soldier,  tuulor, 
rinkcr,  tailor,  iipotli«cary,  plough  buy,  or 
thiel?' " 

"Xot  till  you  conic  of  ago,  Mian  Susy;  you 
forget  that ;  and  I  uin  your  guardian." 

"  Ye^  if  I  wvd  with  niy  gnardian'a  consent ; 
and  you  could  not  My  tuc  nay,  I  am  sure," 
replied  the  luiinatcd  girl  with  playful  carncxt- 
ne«. 

,.*'  Iley  day  t  What  has  the  matter  arrivi>d 
at  such  a  conclusion  already  ?  I  thought  there 
would  be  mischief  when  I  »aw  you  flirting  with 


tfaM  veiy  laok-afive  jvaA,  and  Ariakii^  ia  his 
tbtterio  tike  honey-dew.*  rrpBed  Um  hogUag 
Owjer,  wbo  tlnrl;-  loTcd  >  good  hmwiiretl 
JMt.  opocMiljr  with  Iwb  and  Umm^ 

••  Flirting,  Kad  fl&tseriei!  I  don't  koow  what 
jrott  mem,  oonain,''  exekiiDed  ponr  Somb, 
ouhniring  highly. 

"  Don't  you,  Miss  Siuy.  Thca  wlal  du 
yon  bituh  for?" 

*' At  your  sccusatioo;  aod  catuc  cnotifck 
tooL  I  ncrcr  flirted  in  my  life;  and  b.i  for 
riattery,  Mr.  GtSbn]  is  above  it  I  have  heard 
uiorc  sense  from  him  in  ihie  one  evening,  than 
in  the  whole  three  weeks  since  my  airivid  in 
the  county." 

**  I  beg  kave  to  return  thanks  fur  the  com- 
{Jhneiit  in   the    name   of  myself  and  all  the 

malea   in  shire,"  replied    Mr.   Gwyer, 

ajnused  at  her  warmth.  *■  I'here  is  mon;  in 
this  busiocM  than  I  thoug:ht  for.  A  roung 
iiian  tmder  age,  and  an  Oxonian  to  boot — talk 
•«n«c   to  a  girl   of  eighteen   in  a   baU-room  I 
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Something  will  oome  of  thi«!— it  must  1» 
tooked  to,"  lie  continued  with  pretonckd  gravily, 
^luUcing  luM  h»u]. 

"  NonwiiM!  r  n-ied  the  Mushing  Suwtn 
turning  nwny. 

"  No  nonsense  nt  all,  fair  heauty  with  ten 
thouMnd  cluirms: — the  ij-niptoins  are  flange- 
rous,  nnd  m  your  f^unrdian  tt  i«  my  dtity  to 
vnqiiirc  into  the  (IImmuic,  nnd  pro^nde  n  remitly, 
nniuwoiui  (ir  plc»«anl  aa  tlio  cai«  may  miuin-. 
What  did  thiit  very  wjnMihle  Mr.  GiflonI  i<jty?" 

"  That  it  wait  quite  refrcitliing  to  eonveim- 
with  Mr.  (twycr,  wf  you  were  «ure  of  heftring 
iK'ither  tcnntbl  nor  ljittemc«s  from  hii«  Hpv.  It 
seemed  as  if  he  IukI  been  bom  on  n  mtnny  day, 
and  lircd  on  a  sunny  lawn  all  his  life,"  replied 
Sunan  rallying. 

"  Vou  yonng  minx.  Do  yoa  think  to  get 
liver  nte  in  this  way  'f  exclaimed  her  guiLrdian, 
not  K  little  gratifiect,  in  spjte  of  his  pretended 
rebuke.     "  I  shall  qoeation  ftirther." 

"  In  the  hope  of  hearing  more  pretty  tiling!^ 
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aboot  wum  I)«itrt«  nml  vunny  Ump«M?"  usknl 
Sum II  archly. 

"  No ;  but  U>  Iwini  w  twt  raJly  wa»  the 
subject  mutter  of  your  cwDcitt  discoursei'' 

"  Oh  1  wc  di«ciiSH(Hl  Liwly  Ijiutoo's  toque — 
(tiainonds  in  general,  and  hera  in  ptnti- 
culir." 

"  Sdect  Bubjecta  on  which  to  hold  sctuiblu 
diccouree.  obecrvod  Mr.  Gwycr,  a,  little  incrvdu- 
luiuly.  "  Did  mt  you  discuw  yuuug 
Ddaval?" 

"  Ay,  tJiiU  wc  did,  till  I  wua  weary  of  the 
subject." 

**  I  thought  you  uiuat  have  talked  about 
bitti:  there  ie  not  a  girl  in  the  room  who  )uui 
not  done  tlie  same.  But  you  nuist  have  talked 
about  him  a  very  long  time  to  grow  ao  weary 
of  the  eubject." 

"  You  an)  all  in  the  wrong,  cousin :  I  was 
weaiy  of  the  subject  within  three  minutes. 
t>ne  word  of  admiration  ia  sufficient  for  tlie 
huHJwiiac  binding  of  a  book ;    ii  it  contains 
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nothing  worth  reading  within  it  U  soon  flunp 
luule  i»  dLtguHt." 

"  MorUiii  DeUval  conuiin  nothing  worth 
rciiding  !->iiod  fluiig  uido  in  disgust !  You 
staiul  alone  in  thii^  Have  you  ever  liconl  >if  ii 
certain  fable,  called  the  fox  and  tlio  gniix-e, 
Miss  Susan  ?  No  oiie  has  offered  to  introilucc 
you  to  this  idol  of  the  night ;  and  those  gmpea 
are  sour." 

"  All  iu  the  wraug  ogaiti,  moet  a»gai;i<tiiK 
guardian  ;  and  something  bitter  to<i,  notwith- 
standing your  sunny  birth.  An  introduction 
to  this  Battered  jiaragon  was  not  only  uHvred, 
but  pressed  upon  me." 

"  Pressed  upon  you ;  and  lience  your  refujiil 
finm  a  spirit  of  contradiction.  ^Vho  \rw  the 
blind  niolo  to  do  this  thing?" 

**  £Io  blind  mole,  but  one  worth  ten  Mr. 
DelaraU,  with  all  his  gentlenmnly  c]ii!ctude — 
sated  indifference  I  should  call  it.  One  who 
by  the  force  of  his  feeling  nnd  energy  of  pur- 
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f>fi«e,  he*n  von  along  with  hnn  tkt  oat  of  thi» 

<la1l  and  work-iir-day  world.'' 

"  Hoity  coity,  ^li«s  fi%uy  I  you  niii#t  b«  louJctrd 
after,  or  you  will  be  gnlloping  away  on  th'» 
wonilrcMiH  Pcgitfua,"  exclaimed  qiiiett  pood 
tempered  Mr.  (iivyer,  gaKin^  with  surprise  im 
hla  animated  wanl,  who  hpntvlf  tteeine<)  at  tlint 
iTMinient  tlie  bean  ideal  of  iulellect  and  energy. 
"  \\''hat  uame  di>es  th!a  itew  Dalnh  Leuns  bear, 
when  (IfigniDg  to  mix  with  corniDvu  murtuJe'r" 

'*  Non««nM,  »>usin  I  it  wa«  Mr.  Gifford  wlio 
wished  t«  intro<hice  me  to  hi»  friend,  who,  ac- 
oording  to  him,  is  next  thing  to  perfection ;  or 
might  be,  if  he  ehosc  to  exert  himself  Out 
■my  with  this  Mr.  DeUval,  this  scentless 
iMMgay  th«t  may  win  admiration  for  the 
hcauty  of  i\a  form  and  colour,  but  never  touch 
nor  interevt  the  heart ;  and  tliink  of  how  best 
to  p<rot«ct  mc  from  that  horrid  Mr.  Hodwon. 
who  IB  my  avcrnon  at  all  thncs,  and  doubly  **> 
now :  when,  a«  a  orhoolboy  would  my,  to  *hriw 


nw  duflictl  lore,  having  iMcrilloed  too  long  to 
Baoclius,  he  is  an  iinelouly  wor)Oii{>por  at  Uw 
i^irine  of  Tcrpeichon^— if  elic  liwl  «  ehrine. 
lie  baa  been  seeking  mo  cvvrywhort,  I  iin- 
demauL  To  dance  with  him  U  out  uf  tlic 
quMTtion;  and  yet  be  is  just  in  that  eort  of 
temper  that  be  will  annoy  me  and  (luarrcl  with 
some  on«  else,  anlesa  convinced  of  the  validity 
iny  engagement.  And  here  lie  is,  coming 
tcroBH  the  room,  sa  Umt  I  caonnt  quit  it  nilb- 
<mt  jiaaaing  bim." 

"  What  id  to  be  done,  Suay  ?  He  known  I 
never  dance.  I  see  notliing  for  it  hut  intro- 
ducing you  to  Delnral:  there  is  no  one  else 
near,"  said  Mr.  Gwyer. 

**  Not  for  the  world !  be  must  have  heard 
alU"  exclaimed  Susan  quickly,  fint  catching 
night  uf  llortoo,  who  bad  just  ooncliKle<]  his 
OOnvcrealion  with  bis  motlifr's  friend,  and  was 
advancing  towordH  them. 

"  Then  there  ia  nuthtn^  Icfl  for  it,  but  look- 
ing  like  truth  itaclf  when   you   aay   you  arc 
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6ngag«d;  and  m  ymi  itre  td  •  pArtiter— Uiat  I 
will  find  you,"  sniil  Mr.  Gwycr. 

"  I  luid  better  not  Otuicc  iiuy  Diore,"  rc[iliwl 
Hitsun  Efutthujic ;  nlio  was  woll  ncquaintud 
with  Mr.  lloclson's  qiLarrelsoinc  diBjHtsition. 

"  I  will  fan  you,"  whispered  Delaval,  ne  he 
passed  out  from  t)ic  window,  intercepting  Mr, 
Hodson  in  liis  vroj  to  Sumui.  "  Have  you 
heard  of  the  fainoiu  racer  that  i«  now  at  the 
White  Hiirtr 

1  •'  No,"  •nswercd  j-ou»g  Hodson,  "  but  1 
will  sec  it  to-murrow.  I  am  going  to  <knee 
with  Mies  Eufthopo  uow." 

"  You  arc  too  Uto  for  that ;  and  will  he  too 
late  for  tJie  racer  to-murrow,  as  it  BtartJ"  at  six 
in  the  inomiug.  Tlierc  ia  a  whole  party  ju«t 
gone  to  ece  it  now,  and  you  had  l>ctter  follow 
thorn,"  persisted  Dclnviil,  widking  him  ofl'  Ut- 
wardit  the  door. 

■  <  ■*  You  are  free,  Mas  Enstbopc,  Hodson 
hdicvca  you  engaged;  but  knows  not  to 
whom.     Your  pardon  for  playing   off  a  raes 
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hoDM  ■gainst,  your  clmrina,"  said  Morton  n> 
turning  a  few  niiiiut«8  later. 

"  Tbank  you,  DoUval ;  it  vm  cleverly  Ame. 
But  I  must  find  a  jmrtm-r  for  Susan,  or  timt  ill 
bred  fellow  will  quarrel  with  you  on  hit)  rvturo. 
Every  one  Mvniii  engaged  ;  and  I  ara  afmid  I 
sliall  luve  aoinv  difficulty  in  acconi[ilit>hing 
this,"  retosrkcd  Mr.  Gwycr. 

"  I  fear  you  will  Underatanding  that  Mim 
E&stliopc  was  a  stniDgcr,  I  qu«stionod  sorao 
dancing  mea  oa  I  crossed  tlu)  room,  but  all  had 
portneTS." 

"  I  am  sure  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  yon, 
Oclaval ;  and  so  is  Susan,  though  I  Iwve  not 
yet  given  her  time  to  say  bo,"  replied  Mr. 
Gwyer,  rexed  at  his  cousin*a  silence,  though 
seeluug  to  cover  it. 

"  Iitdoed  I  am,  Mr.  Delaval,  most  exceed- 
ingly obliged;  and  not  a  little  whtimed  too. 
which  is  the  reason  why  I  did  not  thank  yuu 
before,"  replied  Susan  EiisUiope  frankly,  and 
with  a  blushing  earnegtiie^s  which  well  heciimc 
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lnT.  "  You  xaxist  have  ovn-heard-oar"&iiiiver- 
Mition  ;  and  I  know  nut  how  to  apologia.*." 

"  Do  not  attempt  it.  There  nv«il«  no  apolo- 
|{y,"  sojd  Morton  Deiavol,  aa  she  ]inu«c<l 
nlirii)itJy,  fl|)caking  with  a  Idndacas,  which 
joinutl  to  the  gentlemanly  caac  that  »hc  had 
vriticLscd,  at  once  dispelled  her  enibarraeBnicnt. 

"  You  judge  of  me  lu  I  am  in  inyecif,  nhiUt 
othcn  think  only  of  what  I  may  hereafter  bu- 
oone :  yvu  think  of  tJtc  mind,  and  thvy  of  tb« 
fi)rtiiiu^ — fortune  tlmt  can  ne\ir  be  mine  but 
through  the  death  of  one  whose  aH'cction  i» 
of  more  value  iu  tny  eyot  tiuui  Iter  wealth. 
The  worldly  may  thiult  their  judgment  ttic 
wbeiat;  but  to  my  mind  yours  is  the  truest  and 
noblest." 

^  Mo ;  I  did  not  do  you  justice,"  rc]>lied 
SttMD  frankly,  struck  with  the  speaker's  tone 
of  deep  feeling,  when  alluding  to  hinaunt,  and 
hiH  imusual  earnestness  of  manner. 

Morton  felt  th«t  ahe  wus  sincere^  and  inxtewt 
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of  uuwering  u  to  an  iilte  compliment,  con- 
tinued silent,  inerel}'  bowing  In  re[tly. 

"  We  lire  uo  a(»rcr  gettiug  yuu  u  {Mrtncr," 
obeerTed  Mr.  Gvyer. 

"  Xevcr  heed  that,  dear  cousin,  I  will  eit  vut 
luul  flirt  with  you,"  niigwercd  SuMn  giuly. 

"  1  dare  tiut  pmiuaio  to  ofl'cr  you  a  Mcntlcse 
aoeegay  even  lor  the  sliort  space  of  oiw  qua- 
drille,"  sauI  Morton  respectfully,  yet  with  n 
Biuile  BUfficJeatly  perceptible  to  nuew  the  nin- 
fuuoii  of  her  whom  be  mUIrcMtHi 

"  I  will  not  *>  ill  rowunl  you  for  tlic  acrx'iot 
you  have  done  mc,  »»  to  cottJemn  you  to  the 
partnership  of  a  stu|>iid  Comiefa  girl}"  replied 
ilyuwo  bluslung. 

"  litis  is  jurt  what  I  wished,"  cried  Gtffbrd 
conillg  up  at  the  moment,  »u)>[KKiing  them  to 
be  already  engaged.  '-  I  ain  lookiug  for  a  vi«- 
a-viB ;  so  oomc,  Delaral,  take  your  place." 

"  Since  tw  better  partner  eaji  be  foiuiil,  nntl 
Gifford  wants  a  i-is-u-viti,  pcrhape,  for  his  sake, 
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MiBe  Easthope  will  ilvlfra  to  perform 
with  me  tliu  myateries  of  chaucx,  dcohitaacz, 
travcrecz,  croiiwz." 

"  To  Ik  lurc  ebc  will.  Xhcro  gvt  you  gonci 
child  I  I  have  sotnething  else  to  do  than  pUy 
clmperoii  to  giddj  girls,"  cried  Mr.  Gwyer 
Hooii  humouredly,  giving  his  cousin's  tiwHl  to 
Dahkval,  who  received  it  with  re(>])ectfiil 
gallantry,  remarking  as  he  led  her  to  the 
dancers — 

"  I  will  do  my  best  to  wntc  Homcthlng 
worthy  of  pcrusid  within  the  hook,  who»c  ex- 
t4aior  you  have  honored  mc  by  admitting  to 
he  deserving  of  admiration." 

Morton  Delaval  was  as  good  as  hit  word. 
Pleased  with  Susmi'a  pruee  of  his  friend,  her 
uuafiectcd  niiuincro,  and  intelligent  mind,  so 
ditferent  from  his  former  insipid  partners  ;  and 
perhaps  a  Utile  piqued,  though  he  would  not 
have  allowed  it,  at  her  critique  on  himself,  he 
vxeried  nil  ha  jwwers  to  prove  tltat  he  oould 
lie  Agreeable  if  he  chose  it,  even  In  the  eyes  of 
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one  prejudiced  against  him ;  imJ  »a  well  d'ul  lie 
BOCccud  tlut  liie  <k]igbtod  purtocr  revoked  her 
fonucr  jitdgm«iit,  wbilat  Lady  Mcdlj-oott,  tak- 
iog  alarm  at  hu  unwonted  axiimntkmi  hurried 
off  to  tell  Sir  Tiiomao  tliat  ^lorUiii  l)i;lavnl  wn« 
talking  awaj  to  tl>nt  CoriiUh  girl  a«  tito  bad 
DCTcr  heard  liiiu  talk  to  any  oilier  girt  tn*  lu« 
life  before. 

"  CoiiiCr  come,  Dclaval  I  you  mu«t  not  sit 
idling  berc.  Th«y  arc  going  to  close  with  the 
good  old  faehioDcd  BouLingcr.  I  have  just 
arranged  it,"  exclaimed  Sir  Tbomas  Mcdlyeott, 
breaking  in  upon  a  coavcrsation  between  Mot> 
too  and  Susan,  wlio  were  sitting  together  afW 
the  coDclusioa  of  tbeir  quadrille.  "  Tlien;  'u 
to  be  no  ceremony ;  those  who  have  danced 
together  before  in  tJie  course  of  tlic  vveniDg, 
may  dance  together  again  in  tliift." 

"  Thank  you  far  tlie  information,"  said 
Delaval  witli  his  usual  quietude. 

"  Oh;  by  tl)e  bye,  my  wife  want«  to  speak 
to  yon,  Morton,"  cried   Sir  Thomas,  turning 


18 


TIU  BSPKCTANT. 


unck  ntWr  takiug  n  et«p  or  two,  finding  that 
UelitviJ  (lid  nut  follow  him  lu  be  luul  ex* 

JK-CtML 

"  I  n-ill  be  witb  lict  in  an  inHUuit,"  soul 
Dckval  as  calmly  an  bofure.  "  AVill  you  deigD 
to  read  aaotker  pago  iu  tho  book  you  considered 
wortbledft,  ur  bave  you  rend  more  than  aiougli 
nlrvudy  ?"  hv  coutinuctl,  turning  to  liiti  [Htrtovr. 

"  No,  not  ludf  enough :  1  luid  no  idea  of  the 
originxlity  or  ]>ower  of  tliu  work  from  the 
]>cru»al  of  which  my  prejudice  hud  burred  me," 
replied  Mi»s  EmIJioiw  wiUl  bcr  furntor  friuiic- 
neas,  never  considering  that  she  wili  titus  ad- 
dressing the  boat  catch  in  tlie  county — the 
bcir  of  Morton  Park,  accustomed  to  Ite  sought 
and  ooiirled  from  his  childhood.  "  I  do  not 
deserve  that  you  should  forgive  me,''  she  added 

"  It  woidd  be  impoeaible  to  itfuse  you  for- 
giveness aOcr  this  very  Dattcring  reply.  There 
u  nothii^  so  gratifying  to  vanity  as  ovcrcoav- 
ing  a  prejudice.     Only  diapcroo  me  to  Lady 
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Medljrcott  ere  we  join  Uie  ring,  and  you  bind 
UK  yOitr  slave  for  life' 

**  With  all  becoming  dignity,"  anowerod 
Suean  gaily,  takiDg  his  offervd  »rm,  lud  nt  oo 
difficulty  to  cotnprebcnd  hi«  puqKtM. 

"  I  know  GitfonI  to  liiji  own  vexation  is 
engaged,  or  I  should  not  consider  myaelf 
jiutifi«d  in  tlius  eeckii^  to  monopolize  you." 
continued  Oelavul  na  lie  crossed  the  rooio. 
"  He  is  so  self  denying,  tiut  bis  I'rtends  owe 
him  the  grcat^^r  consideration." 

Susan  bluafacd ;  but  said  nothing. 

*'  Bless  ine  I  how  bold  some  girls  arc  I" 
exclaimed  the  disappointed  Dowager,  looking 
after  Morton  and  his  partner ;  and  then  at  her 
own  rather  dowdy  gnutddaughtcr. 

"  1  wait  your  ooiumands,"  said  Dvlaval  ad' 
dressing  Lady  Medlycott 

"  Thank  you,  Morton,  for  coming  directly  to 

an  old  n'oniaii  when  all  the  young  ones  are  ao 

anxious  to    ap[»v]>riate    you.    And  you  hare 

brought  Miss  Easthopc  too,  just  as  if  you  had 
VOL.   I.  D 
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6a.  TmatAB  Msbltcott  had  not  only  the 
ftgmmn  of  araagtag  tbe  ball,  bat,  »a  tnoat  of 
tbc  csuBtj  &s)ilie*  mnaiittd  u  Ringkum  for 
the  mght,  he  bad  alto  tbe  afiMte  felirtiy  cf 
amtngiog  whmt  be  ch<«e  to  dignify  hy  the 
tens  of  pnblie  breakfut  on  the  tnorrow :  aad 
a*  Morton  wa«  Mated  net  I  Felicia,  looking 
nry  comft^rtAble,  and  as  Boroe  eoiwidentl  very 
httppjr,  and  lover^like,  the  Baronct'9  triuntph  at 
hU  own  aucccaa  Iwcame  bo  gmt,  that  he  abeo- 
liitely  ctuleaToured  to  pcnitade  the  whole  f*rtj 
l»  rcmniD  till  the  following  day,  holding  out  u 
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Ipcluocmcnts  fur  tlteir  slty  a  fri«n<]lf  dinuiir 
witJi  n  ininur  dance,  or  a  visit  to  t1>c  Utotra  in 
the  uvening. 

"  No,  no,  Medlyeott ;  vrc  have  had  a  vai^tal 
balU  and  a  pkaeant  breakfast;  and  that  ta 
«DOt^  for  reasonable  men,  women,  and  children 
^tlint  i*  if  tJicre  are  reasonable  men,  women,  and 
children— and  tltoso  flickcringdakceof  enow,ajid 
besvy  clouds  in  the  north,  give  us  fair  warning 
to  be  off  to  our  own  fireside,  whiUt  the  jwwer 
of  locomotion  is  sttll  left  us,"  rqilicd  Mr.  Gwyer. 

So  too  said  all  the  ciders,  and  Sir  I'horoas 
wait  left  ill  »  lanicutablc  minority,  for  which  he 
coiw>l«i.l  liimwclf  in  the  evening  by  remembering 
that  Felicia  had  been  handed  to  the  carriage  by 
the  Honorable  Mr.  Lerwick  nod  Morton  Dela- 
val;  both  of  nhom  were  engaged  to  dine  at 
Afedlyoott  Hall  in  the  eiistiing  week. 

"  I  wonder  what  you  are  made  of,  Dclaval,* 
exelaimud  Sir.  Lcrwiek,  as  the  three  Oxonians 
were  returning  to  Morton  Park,  the  mim  nl' 
rank  and  the  man  of  fortune  leaning  back  in 
the  carriage  in  luxurious  caae,  wtiiUt  Giilurd 
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the  \tcnir,  Uie  self-denying,  the  tiOeff^tSi 
Giitbrd,  w««  sitting  fonviinl,  looking  out  of  ibe 
window  rIivc  to  all  around  liini,  guthering  food 
for  thought  and  noble  aspirations  from  tJic 
oouttaets  and  the  liamiouies  tliat  met  hit  vit-w. 
"  Wlmt  am  I  made  of?"  repeated  Dekval 
ill  un  indoleDt  tone,  drawing  up  tlic  ooUar  of 
hii>  furred  cloak,  and  arranging  his  foct  more 
cointi>rtnl>lj  on  the  rliauffr-pU. 

"S\ipt*ru\  Npice, 
Ami  >U  ihaf  I  nice." 

the  yiiung  ladies  seem  to  think;  and  I  h«- 
lieve  the  old  ones  too." 

"  Then  never  did  lacUea  make  a  more  egre- 
gious mistake,  jou  insutfemble  coxcomb  t 
There  ia  not  one  single  grain  of  tlie  melting  in 
jmtt  cixnpoucion;  I  doubt  your  dissolving 
CTcn  nt  the  toneh  of  tlie  bcantiful  Felicia's 
lipfc" 

"  You  nrc  right ;  the  (oitch  of  tlunfe  lips,  full 
and  niby-likc  as  thoy  are,  left  mc  just  as  I 
am." 
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u>^  Do  you  mean  U>  »«y  that  yMiluivu  lotK-bOcI 
tboK  pouting  lipaT  exclaiiuvJ  Ixcrwick  in 
HurpriH.-,  for  his  triciul  wae  not  une  BocuaHHiied 
to  bout  of  iiuliee'  fuvuD. 

"  Moot  oMuredly  I"  reiJieU  Dekvol  witli 
perfect  gnnty;  tben,  unable  to  coatnil  hie 
mirth  at  Lerwick'^  couBteroation,  he  burst  iiitu 
a  joyous  laugh.  "  Don't  l>e  vexec^  lunii ;  va 
atab  me  in  a  6t  of  jealousy.  It  wae  some  yean 
back  whvQ  w«  wetQ  boy  tuid  ^irl,  to  make  up 
WHDv  buby  qiuureL  'Vakv  my  advice,  don't 
boil  over;  ^nimering  will  do  to  kwp  you 
wann,  and  the  fair  Felicia  i«  not  a  fitting  eub- 
jeet  for  a  ynault  paxtitnu" 

"  She  would  do  honor  to  any  passion  liow- 
ercr grande"  i-eplied  Lerwick  hotly.  "  She ia 
tho  mo«t  beautiful  creatiins  1  erer  beheld. 
Your  ooldneiw  and  indiflercnec  are  unaccount- 
able to  Die :  yon  eit  b<;t>idu  her  as  if  she  were  a 
mere  talking  doll,  ineleod  of  a  splendid  crcAture 
of  fk'«li  and  blood^ — oonversc  with  her  in  the 
■ame  iudolcut   tone  with  which   yuii  converse 
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with  old  dowagers ;  'anS  mbet  ma  nailed  ttut 
empi-essrment,  with  tlie  cnrvlcM  enw  of  a  man 
of  double  your  ago,  who  has  mixed  in  tho 
world  from  his  childhood,  and  been  sated  with 
all  things.  Why  lier  look  when  you  gave  her 
^e  boa,  nnd  bade  her  take  cure  of  hcrscH, 
would  hare  cnraptuixHl  any  thing  short  of  a 
block  of  ice." 

"  Or  a  south  boa  whale,"  addi-d  Ddaval 
Imghing.  *'  Pooh !  pooh !  Lerwick ;  thcHc  cc- 
fftades  are  wasted.  You  have  seen  nothing  but 
fiighta  at  Oxford,  and  hence  your  want  of 
judgment.  Felicia  Medlycolt  is  a  fine  girl 
oertunly;  but  she  want4  tlie  tonrnure  of  a 
woman  of  faahion,  aa  you  ought  to  know  better 
than  myself;  and  Iisb  nut  the  style  and  tact 
which  intellect  and  feeling  alone  can  8up|)Iy, 
Moreover  that  look  which  should  have  eii- 
ehaiitett  me  woa  half,  I  finsped,  intended  fbryou." 

"  Ko,  Dclaval ;  I  dare  not  hope  t»  rival 
you,"  said  the  gratified  Lerwick,  in  mock 
humility. 


•'  Not  if  Morton  Park  is  to  be  thrown  into 
tbc  ecale  perbaj^s,  tboiigh  so  Ilonombk  will 
go  Bome  way  to  balance  eveo  that ;  and  there  in 
tut  doubt  Uiat  you  arc  a  mtich  uorc  agreeable 
fellow.     If  you  were  but  an  eldest  eon  now." 

"  Ah  1  if  I  were  P  Hud  Lerwick  witli  a  sigh. 
But  Felida  Medlycott  is  a  moat  beautiful  ^l," 

"  Mise  Eaathope  \a  wortli  t«ii  snob  beauties.'' 

"Are  you  raving  Delaval?  Why  Miss 
Easthope  ha«  not  a  perfect  feature  in  bcr  face. 
She  is  iiQJmatod.  witJi  a  graceful  figure ;  and 
hbr  oomitldxiot],  though  dork,  ia  clear,  and  thai 
is  alL  Vfliiltft  look  at  the  superlative  Fclicin^- 
tikin  like  nlabaetcr — checks  like  roses — lips  like 
cbeiries — light  gohlen  bair>  soft,  smooth  and 
eationy : — a  figure  full  and  rounded,  and  soft 
Mac  eyes  that  seem  formed  to  say — I  love." 

"  ilklero  beauties  of  tbc  person,  abe  has  none 
of  the  roiod ;"  observed  Delaval,  laughing. 
"  Beauties  of  the  mind  I  Who  wants  a  hand- 
some woman  to  be  a  wit,  or  a  philosopher?'' 

"  Not  you,  I  knoWf  Lerwick ;  but  I  like  a 
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little  intellect  iit  a  womiin — it  ntin  one  up.  A 
strake  of  wit  is  like  tli«  [>oke  of  a  etick  tn  u 
sleepy  lion :  it  rouses  liim  to  a  ditiplay  of  \d» 
powers;  ami  tlierefore  I  prefer  Miss  En^thope. 
who  compels  mjr  attention. 

"  A  coniplimeutary  oomparison  truly ;  but  no 
man  in  liis  senses  can  prefer  Misa  li^osthopc  tn 
Misa  MecUycott." 
"  What  *iiy  you,  Giftord,  to  this  ?" 
"  It  i*  of  no  uau  npitvaling  to  him,*  f«3cl 
Lerwick  pettishly.  "  He  hii»  done  nottitng  (or 
the  laet  (en  miles  but  count  the  crows  in  the 
fallow  fields." 

"  You  will  find  that  he  coo  answer  thai 
ijucstion  like  one  who  understands  it:  and  I  more 
than  Biupect  that  you  will  be  in  a  minority." 

"  Nonsense  !  Miss  Medlycott  is  like  a  beau- 
tiJul  statue." 

"  Eiactly  BO,"  cried  Uiflbrd  turning  round 
with  animation.  "  A  statue,  not  a  noble  and 
high  minded  woman — n  statue  fresli  fnxu  the 
sculptor's  huids  untouched  by  fire  fruui  heaven." 
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"  PoUj  I  Kbout  iioblc  imd  [ligh  niimioU  woiuvii, 
ajxl  fire  from  hvuvviu  Wliurc  do  you  find  tbem?" 

"  Tiiera  Are  micb  things,"  rvpUtid  GifTonl 
eontetUj. 

"  And  70U  really  proTur  Miee  Eoetliope  Ui 
Mis*  MetUycott  T 

"  A  tbounnd  timest"  rei>lied  GifTord  turning 
away  to  look  out  of  tli«  window, 

"  ChaeuH  i  vm  goit,"  observed  Lcrwkk 
contetnptuoualy,  wbilst  I>dava]  Uugbed  at  t)ie 
disoouifiuuv  of  ono  friend,  aad  pondered  over 
tbe  words  of  tbe  other. 

<*  What  i*  that?  Surely  a  cry  of  di«treu." 
exclaimed  OiBord  abruptly,  brcalunj:  a  silence 
wbicb  bad  continued  tor  »omc  mileii,  and  daiilf 
ii^  down  tbe  window  as  he  spoke. 

"  la  itP  Tell  Adanw  to  go  and  »ce  what  is 
the  matter,"  raid  Delaval  starting  fbrwardtt. 

"  I  will  go  and  tee  myself;  tliesu  thii^  arc 
ill  done  by  deputy,"  answered  GiiFonl,  calling 
on  th«  poetilion  to  stop. 

Do  pray  put  up  the  gloss  again,  GifibrU, 
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unci  »it  8tilL  Tho  coM  iiir  te  enougli  to  cut 
one's  heiu)  off,  and  yoii  Ituvc  awiikctwil  tne  (rain 
II  (lelicioiu  nap  oo  it  is,"  muttered  Lcr\\ick  <]i»- 
oontcntcdly. 

"  There  U  some  one  in  danger  or  in  sorrow," 
noflwcrvd  Giflbrd  rebukingly,  leaping  out  at  he 
epukc. 

"  Surely,  Dclaviil,  you  are  not  going  too ! 
Tlii«  is  not  ii  ditj  to  play  the  Quixote.  It  is 
only  n  boy  being  drowned,  or  beaten ;  and  you 
may  Ik  certain  he  deserves  whatever  can  befall 
him,"  oxclumed  Lerwick  pettishly  with  the 
arrogance  of  one  but  lately  a  boy  himself,  aitd 
who  even  now  oould  scarcely  be  counted  n 
man. 

The  appeal  wac  vain :  Delaval  followed  Gif- 
ford,  and  i'orcing  their  way  through  the  hedge 
that  skirted  tlic  rood,  the  Oxonian*,  directed 
by  the  piercing  cries  of  the  sufTervr,  were  soon 
on  the  Bpot  whence  those  cries  proceeded. 

"  What  is  the  meaning  of  this?"  ezclaiincd 
Morton  Delaval,  who  chanced  to  be  firet,  »dx- 
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il^  the  um  of  a  y oung  tutui  who  was  cutting 
moet  uomcrciAiUy  with  his  riding  whip  at  » 
ra^«d  boir  of  ibtHit  seven,  who  was  firmly 
gnuped  in  his  ]etl  tmnd.  "  Use  your  stroogth 
in  this  cowardly  way  od  a  mere  child  P  he 
continued,  mored  by  the  |nt«ous  crie«  of  tl>c 
sufferer. 

"  WliM  is  that  to  you?''  <)uCBtiuii(;d  the 
atrotiger  iu  anger,  turning  round  a  cuuDtvnancc 
inflamed  with  wrath.  "  Oh !  Mr.  Dcbval,  I 
beg  your  pardon.  I  did  jwt  recoguize  your 
v<Mce  at  tlie  moment,"  he  continued,  his  tone 
changing  on  tlie  tnatant  to  one  of  fawning 
servility,  and  involuntarily  {[uitting  hie  hold  of 
the  boy  as  he  spoke. 

"  I  conclude  not,  Mr.  Stephen  Swnslmry," 
replied  Mortun  drily,  "  But  what  is  this  I 
naky  Tlut  ]>our  boy  has  been  unmercifully 
beaten." 

"  Not  inore  than  he  dwcrvw,  I  assure  yuu, 
my  dear  sir.  'I'hc  little  nutcnl  is  a  thief,  and  u 
slanderer — n   rngamuffiD   radical,   with   no  re- 
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6p«ct  for  liu  §u[iei'iora.  I  t^miglit  biin  Iiltu 
stealing  your  wootl ;  ftnd  vvlion  1  •topiwcl  hiiu. 
he  hegaa  aliiuing  your  good  aunt,  luid  »11  the 
gentry  in  tlie  neighboiirliood." 

"  I  did  not  do  neither,"  cried  thv  buy, 
|iMsioiut«ly,  half  ckok«d  with  i>i>bl>iiig. 

**  You  did  botii,  you  lying  little  varlcl  t  But 
there,  get  yuu  hoiiie  ns  Sitst  n^  you  can,  and 
thiuik  these  gentlemen  that  I  let  you  off  so 
cheaply." 

"  Do  you  C4dl  thia  letting  liini  off  (.cheaply  Y* 
exduimcd  botli  Ozouiiuis  in  a  brvittli,  nnd  with 
look*  from  wliidi  tlio  int]ict«r  of  tlic  {niuishuK^t 
dinink  buck  abashed. 

"  I  did  nut  do  no  harm,"  cried  the  robbing 
boy,  wifMi^  bis  face,  from  which  tJiu  blood  was 
streaming,  in  \m  rugged  pinulbre,  and  eetablixh- 
iiig  himself  between  GiHbrd  and  Morton,  afWr 
glancing  at  buti),  fuieling  assured  of  tliuir  (in^ 
taction,  witli  that  intuitive  peuctrutiou  into 
chuncter  with  whicli  ciiildren  and  dog»  are 
enduwuL    "  I  niut  nut  doing  no  harm  »t  all. 
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only  getting  a  f«vr  Uickis  'uhuik:  uio(li«r  in 
einveriag,  and  hsn't  got  no  fin: ;  und  tlwl  ain't 
tbieving;  nod  tlicrc  arc  tJic  olidc*  ae  luiybudy 
may  Me,"  poinUng  to  a  ecatlorvd  biiiidk-  «  lew 
pacie«  ofT. 

"  Yon  were  pulling  down  tlio  hcdjct^  yuti 
youi^  rascal,  when  I  cauglit  you ;  Init,  a»  I 
said  bef<a«,  out  of  rcepcct  for  Mr.  Dolarol,  I 
will  let  you  got  S(»  be  off,"  cxclninicd  Mr. 
Stephen  Sainsbury,  witli  an  angry  flush. 

"  I  was  not  pulUog  down  tlie  h«dge,  and  you 
kuowB  it ;  and  you  oaly  aays  it  'cause  you  have 
a  spite  agin  moUior  for  not  letting  Mr.  Talhani 
and  you  have  Imh-  hoiiM  and  garden  for  nothii^ 
as  you  wanta,"  cried  the  still  smarting  boy, 
with  a  burst  of  paenon. 

"  I  don't  want  your  <M  ttuublc-down  oot- 
tage,"  answered  Mr.  Stephen  Swnsburj-, 
sharply. 

"  You  knows  very  well  as  you  do,  and 
threatened  to  turn  mother  out  of  doorv  if  »o  Ih* 
as  she  would  not  acll  it,"  pcrsieted  the  boy. 
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"  It  iM  all  a  lie  I — a  sniiiduluiis  ii« !''  iiMvrtvd 
Mr.  Stephen  Suioabury,  in  wrath ;  then  check- 
ing hia  linger,  he  coiitiiiiieii  in  u  tunning, 
wheedling  tone.  "  I  uiu  <^iiite  didtrcased  Mr. 
DeUiiiU,  Co  see  you  Btanding  out  in  the  cold  ou 
such  a  day  as  this,  listening  to  that  lyijig 
young  vurlet.  Do  pray  return  to  your  carriiige, 
which  1  see  standing  in  tlio  road,  or  i  slioll 
ncvi-r  forgive  inyMvir  for  trying  to  tench  thiij 
young  urchin  butter  niuinci'M,  luncc  it  hiu  eub* 
jeoted  you,  my  good  sir,  to  so  much  inoun- 
venicnce." 

|)^  Thi!  boy  can  tell  hi»  Btory  in  the  carriage 
M  well  M  in  the  field,  of  tliat  tlicre  can  be  ou 
doubt,  and  tltcrcforc  vo  far  will  we  follow  your 
advice.  Mr.  Sainsbury,"  replied  Morton  Dela- 
vbI  with  no  couiplimi-ntary  tone  or  mnniicr. 

"  Story !  Mr.  Dchival ;  he  will  tell  you 
nvtliing  but  stories  if  you  give  him  cncoumgc- 
nient;  and  the  insolence  of  tlw  lower  urdere 
must  be  repressed ;  this  ia  the  duty  of  all  well 
wishers  to  their  country,     llie  tale  id  not 
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worlli  troultHngyOQ  with,  indeed  it  is  utterly 
benealti  your  notice ;  but  since  you  will  hear 
it,  Mr.  OeUvul,  I  will  do  Anything  to  plcaM 
joii,  feeling  tlie  great  obligaticms  whidi  my 
firth«r  and  Kir  owe  to  your  honoarcd  aunt. 
The  nlniplc  trutli  is,  Mr.  Tatliani  offered  to 
parchaK  this  woDuinV  cottage,  a  poor  tumble- 
down iintig,  thnt  no  one  ebe  would  give  any- 
thing for,  but  it  chances  to  adjoin  his  garden, 
and  as  thia  widow  keeps  a  disorderly  house,  he 
wouki  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  ti>c  wiUe  and  eye 
•ore." 

"  Motlier  don't  keep  a  disoddely  house ;  and 
her  eyes  bean't  sore,"  exclaimed  the  boy,  with 
a  bnrvt  of  passion,  that  set  tlie  young  men 
laughing  in  spite  of  themselvea. 

"  Mr.  Tatham  has  offered  much  more  than 
tbo  wortli  of  the  cottage,  but  t)ic  womuit, 
who  is  olwtinate  and  impertinent,  refuses  to  let 
turn  have  it.  Uer  title  on  enquiry,  however, 
does  not  turn  out  to  be  a  good  one^  so  Mr. 
Tatham  will  (nobably  get  it  for  nothing,  aa  it 
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was  originaUy  bought  of  bis  fiUher,"  oontJnuec) 
young  Sointbiiry  without  condcaoending  to 
notice  tlie  interruption. 

"  He  shan't  get  it  for  notliing  ;  nor  you 
neitiicr,  nor  any  griping,  dirty,  pettibogging 
'tamey,"  cxcbum«d  the  bny  tn  a  rage.  "  And 
you  knows  it  was  only  'causo  I  eaid  this  when 
you  'bused  inutlu'T,  and  tullcd  hor  niunee,  that 
you  beat  mc  juat  now." 

"  Use  more  civil  words  next  time  wlicn 
speaking  to  your  oldens  mid  BUpcriont,"  olwcrvcd 
Delaval  reprovingly,  though  scarcely  ablo  to 
■oppress  «  aeooQci  laugh. 

"  But  he  called  mother  names,  sir;  and  when 
I  eaid  she  was  going  up  to  tell  Mrs.  Morton 
all  about  it,  he  flewcd  in  a  passion,  and  said  a« 
how  Ito  would  teach  mc  to  go  and  tell  tak-s  at 
the  great  house,'  sobbed  out  the  Imy  in  a 
humbler  tone. 

"  Don't  bcltove  a  word  l>e  says,  Mr.  Dohivol ; 
he  is  the  greatest  liar  in  all  tlw  parUh," 
exclaimed  young  Sainsbury. 
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'  "  Further  onqumee  will  enable  mo  to  ju<lg« 
of  his  truth  or  falscfaood,"  rcjJied  Delaval  coolly. 
"  Mr.  Tatham  is  tbii  retired  tax  collector,  if  I 
am  not  mistaken,  with  whoao  mctbod  of 
keeping  Kccounb)  tlic  rcodvcr-geuenii  w«a  not 
particularly  iiluwtxL" 

"  I  really  Jo  not  know,  Mr.  Dclaval,  having 
been  •  mere  boy  at  that  time ;  but  I  ttavo 
alwaya  keunl  him  8i)oki.'!n  of  na  a  very  re- 
spectable man." 

*'  Our  0|nuio(i«  lis  to  what  may  render  n  mim 
respectable  may  not  oxactly  agree,  Mr.  Snin»- 
tniry.  May  I  aek  whether  your  worthy  father, 
tw  whom  1  entertain  a  ver}*  high  respect,  has 
been  consulted  iu  tlits  buvineM  ?" 

"  Ko,  Mr.  Delavnl,  certainly  not:  it  can 
scarcely  bo  considered  a  matter  of  bonnes?— a 
qoeation  of  law,"  replied  young  Sainsbury, 
turning  white  as  be  had  turned  red  before,  and 
ahiinking  from  the  indtgnant  t^Uuiixw  of  the  heir 
of  MOTton  l*ark.     "  Mr.   Tatham  merely  men- 
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tioDcd  the  Aubjcot  to  am  one  dty  when  I  ctUud 
upon  kini  about  n  leane,  suyiiig  tlio  wouiiui  wim 
A  moat  troul>lc«omc  itci;;hbuur,  pBrticularljr  a« 
her  boy  was  tbc  most  miscJiicvoug,  impudent 
bnt  in  the  p&rii«li,  for  which  lost  I  can  vouch. 
His  insulenoc  ww  past  endurance  unci  required 
punisliiiienU" 

V  "  Xo  iiiAulciicc  oould  justify  such  ptuii«hin<!iit 
u  you  iiiflicted.  Shiune  or  you  to  uw  the 
etrcDgth  (if  II  Dinn  agoinM  a  helpleea  diitd," 
replifid  Morf}))  Delnval,  oontcruptuouHly,  rousecl 
oat  of  his  usual  quietude  by  generaua  indigna- 
tion. "  You  who  have  sworn  to  uphold  the  law, 
taking  that  law  into  your  own  hands !  The 
subject  elinll  be  thoroughly  examined  into,  and  if 
ample  nniendv  be  not  mode  for  all  injuries 
threatened  or  inflicted,  he  who  ha«  outri^ed  the 
law  ahftU  be  condemned  by  tiiu  hiw.  I  give 
this  warning  only  out  of  considomtion  to  your 
worthy  father,  who  would  be  deeply  grieved 
ihould  be  leani  the  truth." 
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'-  "  i  win  do  «ny  tiling  to  pleate  yoii  Mr. 
Delavd.  I  lun  Hnre ;  but  the  boy's  iaaolcDoe," 
begOD  tJte  atammcnng  Sainsbury. 
*-  "  Can  ba  no  excuse  for  the  man's  cruelty :  I 
will  hear  no  more,"  re]ilied  Morton  steroiy, 
okalog  the  aenteneo,  takiog  ttw  boy'a  liaiiil  lu 
he  spoke,  and  turning  toivards  llie  'earring 
leaving  Mr.  Ste[^>en  8ainfil>ury  the  ptcUire  nf 
i)iaappointc<l  ragt;  and  inalioc. 

"  What  maj  it  please  you  to  do  next  ?  I 
am  thiviiriii^  like  nu  illiiuulc  nioukl  of  jdly," 
cxclitiutcxl  Mr.  fjemii-k,  enveloping  Uie  lowvr 
bair  of  hia  face  in  ou«  oorn«r  of  his  cloak. 

**  I  am  going  to  take  tbv  boy  back  to  bte 
iDOther,  and  learn  the  truth  of  his  storyl''         n 

"  Learn  the  truth  of  a  hoy's  story ! — Wh*» 
vrer  did  that  I  hIiouUI  like  to  know  ?  and  take 
such  a  ragged  dirty  brut  as  lliat  on  yutir  car- 
riage '"  exclaimed  the  Honorable  Mr,  I^rwiok 
in  cootcmptuous  toiws. 

"  Not  on  the  carriage,  but  in  Ute  carriage : 
the  cold  air  on  his  cut  iWe  will  increaae  the 
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pain,"   replied    Miirton    IJelnviil,   fulling  biuik 
into  his  usual  indoleuco. 

"  Take  that  begrimed  little  urcliin  tuside  ilie 
caniHgc!  Are  you  going  to  etand  for  the 
county  on  the  radical  iuterest  that  you  eliew 
each  courtcBiea  to  the  great  unwashed  F" 

"  You  mistake ',  I  am  only  sliewiiig  couuDoa 
humanity  to  a  UUlc  uitwoxhvd,"  aiuwervd 
DL-larnl  with  u  sinil«. 

"  Do  yuu  tliiak  Adorns  will  cuudv)M:eiid  to 
diange  placen,  and  let  lue  eit  in  tli«  rumble- 
tumble?"  oaked  Mr.  Lierwick  pettishly. 

"  Pcrhapa  ho  may  if  you  solicit  the  favor  as 
if  you  were  going  to  stand  on  the  radical 
interest,"  replied  Morton  qttictly,  pcrfcctiy 
unmoved  by  his  friend't*  contempt  and  ridicule 

"  Thin  is  nil  Gitford's  doing,"  coatinucd  I<ci^ 
wick  pccviflhly.  *'  Nobody  else  would  have 
Itcard  ur  (.-arcd  fur  the  squalling  of  tea  boys  on 
ouch  n  day  as  thi«.  And  you  left  it  all  to 
Odaval  ut  bst." 
'*'  I  cmild  not  leave  it  in  butter  bauds    my 
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fordier  hiterfonnai  wu  ni>t  Dctxlod."  uiuwered 
GiiTord  briefly,  deeming  it  utterly  nsclen  to 
apeak  uf  htuuimity  to  Lerwiolc,  whom  he  con> 
■idcred  cold  nnd  Hlfi«h. 

"  You  mny  well  tuy  that  I  never  nw 
Uelaval  in  such  a  gntsd  ■ikI  heroic  mood  be- 
fore, etaadiag  lilw  Alcxnticler  tbc  Grut  ufUr 
ODC  tif  his  gnuid  battles,  tuid  spouting  Kway  in 
full  iombice.  I  begin  to  tlituk  you  wuuld 
mtkv  «  good  nctur,  Dolarnl,  nnd  moiitl)  out 
fine  Dpevclics  n-ith  n  lojly  air.  Itut  if  ytm  have 
niadv  a  tut  i»  aii  actor,  tuk«  car«  tlmt  you  du 
not  receive  a  harder  bit  one  of  tlteae  <Iuy.-)  IVoiii 
It  performer:  I  don't  know  who  t>i«  ywtng 
gentieman  may  be  to  whom  you  read  such  a 
tectum,  but  I  never  saw  tnich  a  look  in  my  life 
us  tlut  witli  which  he  favwed  you  as  you 
turned  away.  Make  a  vow  on  the  ioHtant 
uerer  tw  eat,  diink,  or  ride  with  him,  for 
depend  upon  it  be  will  do  you  «omo  barm 
wiiouk]  the  opfiortunity  ever  arrive." 

"  It  never  will  arrive.      His  &ther,  who  hsm 
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been  my  aunt's  solicitor  for  yean,  is  a  uM»t 
worthy,  upright  man,  and  under  great  obliga- 
tiona  to  our  family,  whilst  the  young  gentleman 
hiin»elf  is  indebted  to  my  unclc'a  favor  for  not 
being  cumniitted  ns  n  poacher,  ho  that  he  will 
HCarcely  daic  to  do  me  evil,  eren  if  he  wonld." 
"  Oh  I  a  lawyer  and  a  lawyer's  son.     Take  my 
lulvice,  and  ocTcr  iign  a  paper  of  hid  dmwing 
up,  or  you  will  be  liangod  for  foi^ry,  or  felony, 
or  eoine  such  thing.    All  lawyers  are  rogue* ; 
and  were  I  Vuig,  they  should  be  boniahed  from 
my  dominions." 

"  You  would  bnnisli  at  tlic  same  time  I 
c«ncludo  all  thoec  who  by  their  crimeii  or 
ohiconeriea  compel  au  application  to  lawyers 
Were  other  men  hone«t,  no  lawyers  would  be 
needed,"  otocrred  Uilionl  mtJicr  warmly. 

"  What  standing  up  for  the  'tamiee,  ae  this 
ngamuffin  calls  tJwni,"  exebuined  Lerwick, 
with  a  lauf^h.  "  But  I  foi^t,  you  are  to  be  « 
barrister ;  and  'taroiea  are  your  catvrcn^— your 
jackala~ttie  pilot  fi«h  to  the  eltark  ;  you  do 
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toibukd  bj*  your  order.— Mftke  hmte 
and  open  the  door  tbtit  I  may  get  oat  of  tliu 
blustering  wind  nnd  driving  snow,"  he  con- 
tinued, addrcsiiiii^  the  fwrvmnt  and  epringit^ 
iato  the  carriage  with  nil  pou^ible  hiute. 

•■  Why  did  yoo  follow  us?"   n«k«d    Delnvnl 
with  a  amile  at  his  discomfiture,  shaking  ofl 

tJie  flakee  of  enow  from   hie  own  cloKk  a»  he 
Hpokfi,  and  then  throwing  a  spare  one  over  the 

fthircnug  boj-. 

"Follow  you? — to  Bee  die  fun  to  be  sure. 
Who  could  imagine  tltat  Morton  DcUval— the 
courted — the  critical — the  luxurious — the  pam- 
pered heir  of  thouaandfl — the  oltserred  of  all 
obeerver» — noted  forhia  imperturbable,  gentle- 
manly quietude,  could  leap  oot  of  hie  conilort- 
able  carriage  in  the  midst  of  wind  and  enow, 
like  a  bustling  parrenu,  to  take  {lart  in  a  vulgar 
iww  between  a  country  'tamy,  and  a  bundle  of 
dirt  and  impudence  Of  course  I  concluded 
that  our  n««istiu>c«  was  required  by  '  Ilcau^  in 
tear*.'" 
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'■■'"Tlieniipclic  Fclina,  «t  tlio  leaet,"  obeen-ed 
TVIftviU,  guily,  n'lding,  whilxt  %  ah&Av  of  deeper 
thought  tlian  umiiiI  contrnctotl  hie  eniouth.  broad 
brow, "  their  i*  it  covort  satin-  in  your  prnitte  of 
my  imperturbable  quietude,  which  I  should  do 
well  to  conndcr." 

"No  covert  satire  at  all:  it  is  the  poMoMion  for 
which  I  envy  you  Ihc  most,  next  to  your  power 
of  indulging  it.  It  is  «o  perfectly  arUtocralio— 
Mich  ft  <Iccidc([  nnlijHxIea  to  fuesy  pnrienuinnL" 

"  Is  there  no  <Iiffcrenc«  between  foiwy  pivrv«- 
nnwRl  snd  mental  energy  ?'  wfccd  fiifford 
warmly. 

"  Mental  cnerj^  1  Whnt  does  «  hiin<lKome 
yoiuig  man  of  «n  ancient  ftmily,  nnd  heir  to 
twentj-  thousand  n-yenr,  require  of  mental  en- 
ergy, when  he  may  glide  tliroiigli  life  on  a 
siuniner  sunbeam  ?  You  have  a  taete  for 
poetry,"  replied  Lerwick,  with  ft  sneer.  *'  No, 
no;  leave  mental  energ}*  to  the  youth  who  baf 
nwther  birth  nor  fortune." 

"  TliOD  you  rale  the  luxurie*    of  nculth 
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nbove  the  trcn«ures  of  the  iniad— tlic  gratifi- 
cation of  the  sfiiiMM  »l)ovc  the  ikvelopuiiMil  of 
intetlcct,"  rmnnrlcecl  (jiilortl,  with  a  kiodtii^ 
oyc,  suepccting  tUat  hU  cuupauioii'd  f>uecr  wiia 
levelled  at  hit  own  cotitporutivdy  taferior 
birth  and  iiMomc. 

"  To  be  8ur«  I  do,"  replied  Lcrnvick  coolly. 
"  The  treoaures  of  the  mind  are  of  no  ancient 
value  till  tftnmped  at  the  mint  of  popularity ; 
and  fts  for  tltc  devolopine&t  of  intellect— vkat 
ia  it  but  frettii^  yourMslf  to  fiddle  atiings  over 
wi  unsulvnble  problem  ?  Where  dwells  tliis 
intellect,  and  from  whence  oonicd  it  i*" 

"  It  i»  the  gift  of  God ;  and  woe  to  him  who 
Htigbt«  or  deboaea  Uii«  noblest  of  his  i^ilU  I  Ay, 
woe  to  him  who  prizes  it  not  na  bis  highest 
eartlUy  treasure,  letting  it  eorrodc  with  rust 
from  want  of  use,  or  becouie  alloyed  by  the 
mixture  of  boEc  CDCtal,"  exclaimed  Gifibrd  with 
a  lofty  enthusiaEto. 

.  **  Tilly  Vally  I  as  your  learned  Sir  Thomas 
More    used    to  say,"  obeerved  Lerwick  con- 
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tciniituousty,  cltwiiig  llie  iti.-iitence  with  on  irrl- 
tatlng  Uugb.  "  What  in  i>i«  u»e  of  this  intel- 
lect till  tnuifltiiutcd  into  what  you  would  term 
the  baser  metiil,  gold  ?  The  inventor  of  apin- 
iiin^  Jermici  wae  a  greater  man  than  tlie  writer 
uf  Pai-atltKC  Loet" 

"  He  wna  richer,  if  yuti  cutmt  grcatnew  and 
iTtiidtli  eytiommotw." 

"  The  world  does  ao,  and  my  intellect  it 
not  o(  that  fl«i*iring  caet  that  I  ivoiild  set  my- 
Bclf  above  the  world." 

"  The  world  ii*  filk-d  witli  folly  and  falw 
judgnicntfi." 

"It  may  be  so;  but  I  iim  not  it*  (.'cneor. 
Ilnougb  for  mc  to  glide  down  th«  nreum  of  life, 
neither  buoyetl  np  by  the  mere  eai|>ty  bladders 
of  fhlne,  Dor  dragged  down  by  the  le^len 
weight  of  uiusty  learning,  but,  reclining  on  a 
^kcn  eotieli  in  a  gilded  yacht,  n-Jtli  golden 
beakcn^,  delicious  catco,  and  luscious  wine« 
iiruund — i>ctted  aud  emilcd  on  by  fair  dam» 
and  daniMJt." 


J 


"  And  roused  from  your  vain  folly  by  the 
tiumjwt  call  of  dcntli,"  cxcUini«cl  GiOurd 
wftnnly,  "  Tli««e  arc  tiivrv  nninuU  cnjoy- 
incnto." 

"  Well;  and  miw  i»  lui  nninial,  and  h«it  u 
body  requiring  it«  dctight«  ns  well  as  Uiu  tniitd. 
Ah  I  DcUval,  yoa  ore  a  happy  fellow !  You 
rnn  enjoy  what  I  otdy  describe,  b<^iig  bul  a 
poor  younger  brother.  To  My  Uie  very  Ica^t 
of  your  good  fortanc>  you  can  roll  along  the 
high  road  of  life  in  one  of  I.>e«der'»  ciuTiii|;c): 
with  foiu-  hones,  and  without  even  the  lix>uble 
of  etoppit^  to  pay  the  turnpikeo.  Look  ihvrc ! 
Where  will  you  find  a  nobler  looking  inumiou. 
or  nobler  pork  ?  Thoec  gable  ends,  and  oriel 
windovre,  and  twisted  chimneys,  b<>8pcak  the 
wealth  aiu)  ancient  family  of  the  poi'M.'saoi-s. 
Make  me  lord  of  this  wide  doiuiuo,  with  a 
fitting  fortune  to  maintain  !t,  and  you  shall 
hare  every  grain  of  intellect  in  mj  oompo- 
«tion." 

"  It  would  be  a  foolish  exchange  though  yuu 
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lire  no  fool,  Lerwick.  I  admit  tlic  grtndvur  ul' 
the  maiLeiou — tlic  bcnuty  of  the  litc  nnd  eiiiv 
roundiug  pork ;  nor  will  I  my  that  I  should 
nut  rejoice  to  know  myself  th«  {WA^cmor  of 
auch  a  noble  property ;  but  not  if  only  to  be 
won  at  tlie  cxpencc  of  higher  things.  Thf 
iiiiii<]  growe  muddy  and  ati^ant,  if  not  etjrred 
or  cnred  for,  bringing  forth  naught  but  alinK 
uiid  wecda,  and  brcAthing  a  peatikntinl  air 
■niiind." 

"  Pooli  1  Pooh  I  (iifford ;  the  grajjcs  are 
roar.  With  all  your  boasted  intellect,  yoii  can 
never  achieve  such  a  property  as  this.  Dela\-«l 
in  like  thut  broad  niid  pbieid  lake,  almost  mt>- 
liroc  fVoni  it«  quietude — yon,  like  that  brawling 
stream,  foaniin}*  and  chafing  at  every  impedi- 
DteDt," 

'  *  The  lake  i«  frozen  over— the  «trc«in  rtUI 
BtildB  its  course  in  spite  of  cTCry  obstacle," 
UUVcTcd  Giffbrd  quickly,  turning  a  glance  on 
Morton  to  see  how  he  bore  the  sUusloii. 

"  And    cannot    therefore    he    mffle*!     by 
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vUinus,  olwcrvvd  LfCrwick  w  (luk-kly;  *' and 
tlwl  in  ju9t  why  1  envy  bint.  Hv  )uw  only  to 
'  take  the  goods  tlie  got\»  provido  him' — whilst 
I  iiku&L  titwu  And  t1iitt«r,  toil  nnd  Mitito  to  win 
uv«u B  (xdtry  pcuflioii,  or  jKiur  itttHchfeliip:  not 
haviitg  suffideut  t^iiu  like  GiAbnl  Ixnv  to 
taku  fortune  by  storm,  «i»l  iMtound  the  world 
by  iny  wundroim  iutellcr),  and  tto  sciititiGc 
develojuiMMit" 

"  I  booiit  neitlier  of  f^niu»  nor  wondroui- 
intellect,  1  do  but  miuntain  tiiat  he  wh4>  ltty» 
ban!  the  treasures  of  Uke  mind,  cutting,  polish' 
tng,  nnd  fcttuig  iu  |iricelo«B  gems,  hotdi  u  ikx 
higher  nmk  in  the  »calc  of  civatioD,  Uian  tliv 
mere  labourer  who  digs — the  lapiditry  who 
Mxnagea — ur  the  num  of  fortune  who  wcnrs  the 
richest  jewels  iu  Gnlconda'e  ntitics." 

•<  What  say  you  to  this,  Delavid  ?  Will 
ytni  be  tlic  mun  of  wealth,  ur  tlic  man  of  mind  > 
Will  yon  wear  juwels,  or  pour  over  mtuty 
books?" 

"  That  i»  not  puttii^  the  ^ucstioa  fairly, 
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Lerwick.  I  fcpciik  not  of  mere  miutjr 
learning,  but  of  tntciiig  Uic  jirogrces  of  the 
human  mind,  uid  dcvvloping  it«  liighcr  powers ; 
nut  lu  a  mere  uuiltcr  of  npcculattoD,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  guiding  self  aright,  and  doing  good 
to  the  whole  family  of  man." 

"  Oh  t  I  hate  largo  familieB :  they  are 
troubteaomo  and  expensive,"  observed  Lerwiek, 
with  a  tiiugh,  "  But  wliat  my  you,  I>ela- 
vo],  now  Utat  Gitlbrd  hu  statvd  hie  owu 
ca«?" 

"  Don't  be  ttiTronted  by  tlie  conijMiriaun,  but 
you  two  remind  mc  of  the  Gcrmuu  tnle,  in 
which  a  certain  Biirori  rides  tbrth  with  ii  white 
spirit  on  one  side,  and  a  black  spirit  on  the 
other,  each  striving  to  gain  the  mastery  over 
his  mind." 

"  That  ia  the    good  and    tJie  evil    sinrit. 

Delaval,   and   which   do  you   aseigo  to  me?" 

mked  Lerwick  pettJiihly. 

"  I  leave  you  and  Gifford  to  settle  that  between 

you ;  but  good  and  evil  epirite  arc  4tan>Dg«t 


Tnit   KXPBCTAKT. 


fli 


terms  than  I  meant  tu  use  :   joxi  lire  for  tltc 
materifi — Gifibnl  for  tlic  tpiritvel," 

**  And  700  ride  witb  mef*  Bdced  Giflbrd 
anxiouely. 

"  In  luy  benrt ;  but  I  siupect  my  practice 
will  be  witb  Lorvrick.  I  nm  not  CMily  niovi-d, 
•ltd  am  too  fond  of  mj  esse." 

"  Saj  not  M,  Morton ;  that  noble  intcUcel 
will  yet  be  stirred  to  exert  it*  highest  powem." 

"  Wlmt  n  prophetical  torn.*,  Giffurd ;  jou  lire 
an  enthusiasl."  oliservcd  Lerwick  sneeringly. 

"  I  aiii ;  and  nothing  great  was  ever  yet 
acfaiered  in  tins  worid  without  ciithuaioBin.'' 

"  Ab,  GiSbrd  t  that  only  slioTva  how  little 
you  know  the  world.  There  is  notlitng  subjects 
a  man  to  ridicule  so  much  fts  cnUitisiasm :  if 
you  can't  get  rid  of  it,  at  least  never  show  it. 
But  what  are  we  stopping  here  for?" 

"  That   I   may   deliver  up  this  boy   to   hia' 
mother,   and   ask   soiiie   qucstjon*,"    answered 
Delavol,  making  no  alluraon  to  their  previous 
conversation. 
B  6 
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"  Tuni  the  brat  out  by  all  idcuib,  for  hi* 
gamicntfl  are  not  odoriferous;  but  you  caa 
leave  Adams  to  ask  que«tiuiu  instcai]  of  kee]v 
ing  us  waiting  here  on  this  cold  day." 

"  I  will  not  detain  you  long,"  said  Delitval 
quietly,  pursuing  his  umml  course  of  keeping 
hie  own  way,  when  resolved  on  bo  doing,  with* 
out  showing  much  opposition  in  words. 

"  l*ray  shut  the  tloor  and  put  up  the  win- 
dow, Gilford ;  I  am  perishing,"  exclaimed  Ler- 
wiek  fretfully. 

(.iifibnl  Diadc  no  reply,  but  tbilowing  Deliitiil 
loft  Adsms  to  etoeo  door  and  window;  and 
Lerwick  to  cuddle  himself  up  in  «  comer. 

tlowevor  stmngera  might  accuse  Morton 
Delavid  of  silence  snd  indolence,  no  such  accu- 
sation was  ever  uttered  or  imagined  by  iae 
limit  und  her  hiioband,  who  looked  upon  him 
with  tlie  doting  iiffeetion  of  paivuta,  ever 
rcftdy  not  only  to  fttlfil — but  to  forestui  hut 
wishes ;  and  nowhere  did  this  courted  favorite 
of  fortune  appear  to  suclt  advantage  as  by  the 
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qui«t  firetule  of  iheae  aflectioDatu  in:Uitivi:s. 
Hit  ready  lu&d  \t\aaoi  foototool  or  cJwir  in 
\h*t  vxoicl  pMtttiwa  wliicU  vnt  Uie  luoat  i»>ui- 
fortablo,  whtldt  be  rvlutvd  witli  u  force  iind 
buuioar,  for  irhKli  none  out  of  lib  owu  fmuily 
g»vc  him  credit,  (lie  sayingH  niid  doings  of  tliiMe 
with  whom  he  had  be«ii  lUHucittliiit;,  ihcrvby 
shewing  that  hia  <)UM>«Gcncv  did  uoL  ari«o  froiu 
aay  inability  to  jfenelmto  into  tbv  motives  of 
tfaoae  who  sought  to  niukc  Itini  their  tool,  but 
sun|Jy,  as  he  averred,  from  a  low  ot  ouac,  and 
the  difficulty  of  moving  luu)  tu  uppuvitjun. 

Thoee  who  had  hinted  that  Delaval  wao  too 
oknt  in  tlte  ball  room,  for  no  one  would  have 
dared  to  make  an  open  coniplaiut  against  tlie 
heir  of  Morton  Park,  except  Susan  Knsthope, 
wouM  have  been  aetonidhed  to  hear  bini  chat- 
ting  away  on  the  8U<:oeeding  evening  to  Uis 
uuflJe  and  nunt,  ditcusMng  tlie  dresses  und 
dancing  of  the  young  people — the  niiimtuvrcd 
of  their  elders — rallying  L«rwick  niul  Gift'urd 
on  llieir  devotion  to  their  iair  jiartuciii,   and 
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ttneHj  moving  these  kind  hearted  reladva 
to  pity  for  Tiniotliy  Milla  uid  tiL^  widowed 
mother  hj  relating  the  wliole  of  his  adTenturca 
with  youog  Sainebury,  and  his  subsequent 
cnquiricei,  which  proved  the  truth  of  the  boy 
und  the  falsehood  of  the  lawyer.  Sated  wiUi 
the  flattery  poured  on  him  from  hia  childhood, 
tlio  worldly  praises  of  the  many  fell  dully  on 
his  ear,  but  his  heart,  us  yet  UDcormptcd  by 
(hia  lavUb  aduLatioo,  etiU  readily  r«epoudcd  to 
the  toucliing  tones  of  affection- 
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CHAPTER  nr. 


The  promUol  viMt  to  Kludlycutt  Hall  wac 
iierpctratwl,  sw  Gifford  termed  it,  by  tlic  tlirce 
Oxontaa^  a  phrase  of  which  Dcla\al  took  care 
to  remind  him  in  the  presence  of  Susan  Eaiit- 
bopc,  who,  to  his  surprise  and  pleasure,  furmed 
one  of  the  piirty  nguIoKt  the  inclination  of  the 
owners  of  titc  luansion,  who  Imd  from  un- 
toward circuinstanco^  been  compelled  to  !nvit« 
her. 

"  Perpetrate,  Mise  Ensthope — that  wa»  tl« 
wordt  1  will  swear  to  it,"  said  Delnval  mis- 
cbievon&ly.     "  And  now    I  leave  Giflord  to 
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uialcu  his  confession,  and  receive  abeolutiun.  ur 
puDishnient  a«  you  tliinkjust:  1  never  get  my 
friends  into  i^cm[N;e." 

"  Whnt  Buy  you  to  tliifi  charge?"  asked 
Susnn  gaily. 

"  1  knew  not  then  thnt  you  were  to  belier^L" 

Tlie  Hushed  dieck  of  the  speaker,  aud  llie 
gmve  eomestnesa  of  the  reply  chocked  all 
furtJier  question  from  the  lady.  She  would 
Imve  sudieil  her  right  hand  on  his  having  epokcu 
the  ample  trutli. 

The  nuuwcuvres  of  Medlycott  Hall  were 
pretty  much  tlie  same  as  the  tuuiia-uvres  in 
the  baU-nmm  at  Kinglvtou.  Sir  'Utoniae  and 
bis  lady  took  care  to  awuru  Delaval  tuoru  tluin 
oooe  that,  luviog  known  htm  so  long,  thvy 
kx^cd  upon  him  alinuet  it»  u  son,  adding  a 
very  intcU^ble  hint  thnt  there  wae  no  one  to 
wlmni  they  would  «>  rc-ailJly  coutide  the  huppi- 
ncs»  of  their  adored  Felicia,  who  wae  the  inoet 
perfect  of  daughters,  aud  would  make  the  UKMt 
perfect  of  wives. 
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She  at  by  him  at  dinner— «lii:  wit  b>  liini  ia 
ibo  ereniDg — sbc  like<]  tbc  books  Ite  liked — ehv 
praised  tbc  eongs  lie  praised — moulding  liini  wry 
sweetly  for  not  cultirating  lu«  own  #u]>crb 
roke,  and  offering  to  give  bim  Icsvone.  Slw 
rat  bwik  him  tbo  next  morning  at  braakfMt — 
she  enquired  the  suceesa  of  his  shooting — slie 
leant  on  his  onn — eliu  sat  in  bis  eletlgc,  and  was 
in  ra[>turo  with  bis  grace  at  tbc  nnemoon'e 
ekating ;  and  if  she  dtd  not  clupc  witli  him  thiil 
night,  or  at  least  rcocJve  on  ufier  of  hie  hand 
and  future  fmtunc,  the  blame  of  sncli  a  failure 
oould  eortjunly  not  be  laid  on  l>er  parente,  who 
had  done  all  tltnt  dotii^  parents  could  do  to 
promote  Uieir  btautiful  daughter's  marriage 
with  the  greatest  catch  in  the  eounty ;  and  H' 
the  young  lady  herself  did  somcUntcs  turn 
from  the  qniet,  silent  Delaval  to  bia  more  talk- 
ative and  complimentary  friend,  the  IlonomUe 
Andrew  I^ervrick.  it  was  only,  as  »}ie  Hiiid,  to 
[nque   the   vanity  ot   her  early  jflayniute,  by 
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settJiig  against  him  the  attenlionB  and  flatteries 
Kit  her  new  admiror. 

'I'lic  ilaugliUr'a  plan  of  pii|iiing  tlie  licir  ot 
Morton  Park  into  a  dwlumtiuu  uppciurod  to 
find  fiivor  in  tlie  eyes  of  her  father,  to  jndgu 
froEU  tti«  questions  which  he  addressed  to 
DeUvml  a  few  minutea  before  lie  took  hix  tie- 
pftrtiire. 

"  Yoiir  friend  the  Honorable  Mr.  Lerwick 
appcortf  a  ver)'  pleasant  sensible  j^oiing  man," 
obaerved  Sir  Thomas,  seizing  on  Morton's 
button,  a  Tulgor,  boorish  habit  of  which  not  ail 
the  entreaties  of  his  wife  could  cure  hitn. 

"  He  is  gencndlj-  admitted  to  be  both,"  said 
Dclaval,  submitting  with  his  usual  quietude  to 
the  telf  sutBciont  Baronet's  infliction  of  question 
and  remark. 

*'  A  Tery  pnrticidar  friend  of  yoim,  my  dear 
Delaval,  is  bo  not  ?" 

"  The    Oxford  wagu    call  us    Damon  and 
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"  Then  I  am  sure  ho  in  most  Mnuil>le — nil 
one  oould  ivielx.  The  E«rl  of  Allertoa  U  not 
very  rich  I  tliink  ?     Is  this  the  next  brother  ?" 

"  Yes ;  and  th«  E*rl  I  benr  u  in  very  deli- 
cate health.  The  Enrldoin  hiui  not  been  con- 
ndcred  a  ve*y  rich  one  hitlierto ;  but  I  under- 
sbuul  a  valuable  mine  ha^  been  ditcovered  on 
one  of  the  estates." 

"  Indeed '  I  am  very  glad  to  hew  it— for 
the  young  man'a  sake,  im  he  10  a  friend  of  yours. 
The  reason  why  I  a»k  ihe  question,  my  dear 
Morton,  U  this,  for  I  have  no  coucc^hueute 
firom  you,  whom  I  r^ard  alnio»t  aa  a  son. 
The  Ilonorablo  Mr.  Lerwick  seems  amazingly 
etruck  with  my  daughter,  as  all  are  indeed  who 
see  her  for  the  first  time — you  are  used  to  lier 
beauty — and  ha*  asked  permissioD  to  visit  us 
in  town ;  but  lovely  as  Felicia  is,  and  certain  of 
creating  a  great  sensation  in  London,  it  belioves 
us  to  be  doubly  careful  as  to  whom  we  admit 
as  intiroates.     Of  course  wc  sliall  mix  in  the 
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higbust  cirdv ;  tind  it  mif^lit  be  ii  divMlvantngc 
to  Fclictu  to  be  (lAiiglnl  aiUix  by  j'uiiitg  men 
wlio  hftve  not  tlie  entree  iuto  tbe  faslitoiwbk 
world.     You  undontand  oie." 

"  PeHecUy,"  rejiliod  Morton  Delavdl,  with 
■norc  oi  tiiiaoliief  in  his  (^ukt  smilo  than  couM 
muidly  bu  trticMl  tlicrcin.  "  LcrwicJc  U  in  «uoh 
high  favor  among  i\w  fn«hioniiblc0  tliitt  luA 
nttcntions  may  bo  counted  An  honor,  luul  lii» 
brother's  delicate  hvalth  iankc«  it  |irobablc  tlint 
lie  may  hcn-afWr  ItL-conie  the  Kurl  of  Allvrton, 
Y'oti  tlc*in  a  splendid  alliance  lor  your 
daughter,  and  I  wish  you  all  poMiblv  euccvw: 
bor  brow  would  become  a  coronot" 

"  Do  you  think  so,  OelaraL  I  waH  hoH* 
afntid  that  it  was  all  my  parental  iwrtiaU^ 
which  niade  roe  eonsider  her  so  very  bcautiiul. 
Yee,  she  would  become  a  coronet,  and  will  of 
coorte  have  niooy  often ;  anil  yet  though  I  am 
naturally  ambitious  for  uiy  child,  I  wouI<l  mtber 
sec  lier  (he  wife  of  one  known  from  hii<  buy)KN>d 
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thaii  mntcd  to  a  stnuigor;  nnd  now-  tint  partiae 
uro  to  equally  bdancet],  tiiiyc  liin<I(sl  pruporly 
and  oounty  intcrcM  would  eiunirc  >  )>«engo." 

"  I  dull  Imvo  great  pleasure  in  coitgntu- 
Utiiig  you  on  beoomiog  tlw  Earl  of  &f«Uy- 
cott." 

"  I  was  not  tlitoking  of  niyiwlf^  Ddaval, 
though,  when  the  torica  oomc  in  ii^iin,  tJiciic  ia 
DO  knowing  what  may  happen,"  replied  tlic 
BarODd,  lu»  pleanirc  at  eucli  tw  idea  cloudod 
by  the  iiOD'OOinprehcuHiuD  of  Uclitval,  who 
either  did  not,  or  would  not  comprehend  hi« 
newuDg. 

"  Wbe&  an;  the  tones  to  come  in  ?"  luked 
Mr.  Gwyer,  who  had  uvcriicard  much  of  the 
precodinfT  conversation. 

"  Within  a  month  stftex  the  motHing  of 
parllamcut;  tltcrc  can  be  no  cloabt  of  that." 

"  So  I  have  been  told  for  the  laat  three 
yean.     Seeing  is  believing." 

"  As  I  said  before,  Gvyer,  if  you  are  any 
thing,  you  are  a  whig," 
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"  If  I  aiii  uaylliitig — but  I  am  nothing,  Sir 
Thomaa." 

'*  You  ure  right  tliere ;  never  tnk«  iiaj-  jiart 
in  couuty  poHtica,  or  county  busineia,''  ob«er%'ed 
the  Raronct  rather  sharply,  \exed  nt  hb  cheer- 
ful  neighbour's  iutredulity  as  to  the  aclvanco- 
menc  of  tJie  torica.  Then  turnmg  ngain  to 
Dclava],  ho  continued  !n  a  blander  tone. 

"  It  will  be  scarcely  worth  while  for  you  to 
come  all  the  way  to  iSlurton  Park  in  tlie  abort 
vacationn  in  April  and  May  ;  besides  you  will 
need  a  little  gaiety  after  »q  much  study. 
Suppose  you  and  your  friend  run  up  to  us  in 
town :  you  cannot  doubt  a  welcome.  Lady 
Medlycott  will  intixiduoe  you  into  the  highest 
circles,  and  when  you  have  nothing  better  to 
do,  I  will  take  you  down  to  the  Houses  and 
inake  you  acquainted  with  some  of  the  most 
influential  of  our  party ;  you  may  find  tins 
useful  hercaf^r,  when  M.P.  for  (his  county, 
whicli  1  hope  nn<]  cx]>ect  to  see  you." 

"  Thank  yotu    I  will  tell  Lerwick,  and  we 
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will  think  about  it  I  canhot  ]>06«ibljr  roulvc 
on  oDythiitg  so  long  iMiforc." 

"  Slay  one  instant,  Dclavit],''  mu<I  Mr. 
Girjer,  (k-Uuiiing  liitii,  wliiUt  Sir  Tlminiui 
marcbcd  off  to  liis  wife,  who  !»iu)  been  tvalch* 
ing  tlic  coDfurenix.  "  I  too,  want  to  ask  you 
a  qoestion  about  your  friend." 

"  With  the  Eame  views?"  demanded  Mortttn 
eif^nificantly. 

"  With  Bom«lhing  of  the  same,  ttoA  yet  with 
a  diiferenocb  When  ino  young  men  are  ecco 
tlirice  together  the  world  crU»  lliem  friends ; 
but  the  world  niukes  nimiy  blun<Ii?r».  Do  yoii 
know  cnougli  of  Giflun)  to  imdersund  his 
reiil  charneter?  And  if  »o,  what  U  yoiirean- 
did  oiMntnn  of  him?  This  may  appear  an  odd 
<]Uu«tio«  to  tuk,  but  I  liave  known  you  from 
your  boyliood,  ai*d^" 

"  KeganI  me  nhnvst  iw  u  son,"  atklcd  Morton 
]>(:ta^'al,  with  a  second  mwchicroiii'  nmiU'. 
*'  One  would  think  I  kept  a  register  office  for 
young  men,  thin  being  ibe  second  applicfttion 


»4 


THE    RXPECTAMT. 


for  ohaniet«r  rcc^vud  tlii«  morning.  I  will 
vouch  for  Knieat  (_iiflbnr«  boiiij;  Hobor,  honcct* 
and  cloanly ;  and  Hticli  a  lover  as  I  cim  rccoiD« 
mend  to  any  young  \a>\y,  wtio  hue  tltc  power  of 
appreciating  liis  wortli  nnd  talents." 

"  It  u  not  an  idle  question  to  be  idly  an- 
Bwcrod."  «ud  Mr.  Gwycr  more  gravely,  though 
amtiscd  at  Delaval'a  wliimsical  reply. 

"  I  see  it  ia  not,  my  dear  sir,  by  that 
unxioua  took,  so  uolilte  your  ustutl  Bunny 
glance ;  and  I  will  not  answer  you  as  I  did  Sr 
ThomaA,  neeing  the  differenee  in  your  motives. 
t  am  too  indolent  to  make  long  speeches,  (ht 
ilraw  utit  and  eompare  clmraotera  after  tbc 
manuor  of  Plutarch,  bo  you  must  let  a  few 
word«  eufEce.  I  know  Ernest  Gitford  to  be 
talcDtod,  uprif^it,  and  self  denying ;  spumed  on 
tty  the  noblest  ambition,  and  guided  by  the 
uoblut  molireB.  If  my  indolent  self  would 
change  with  uny  body  it  wonld  be  with 
him." 

"And    hi«    lorlune?"    naked    Mr.    Gwyw 
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anxiouflljr.     "  Not  even  love  am  live    upon 
roBes." 

"  So  it  \»  Rak] ;  and  on  thU  pomt>  I  mn  aorrjr  to 
«»y,  my  answer  will  not  be  Batiefoctory ;  but  1 
will  tell  tbe  Irath,  as  Ernest  I  am  auK  would 
wish  me  to  do.  lie  t9  tbe  son  of  a  poor 
deri^yuuin.  f  know  not  tl>e  exact  ai)iotiiit  of 
liU  yearly  allowance,  but  f«ur  it  u  mtftll — very 
Hmall,  ilioiigh  by  practising  the  most  ri^d  vctf 
de&ial  he  kcei)a  out  of  debt,  niid  ut  atwvc  tlic 
power  of  riiticule.  He  ie  an  only  child,  but 
his  niotltcr's  jointure  1  believe  is  to  the 
full  as  scanty  as  his  yearly  income.  lie 
baa  uo  jmnerful  rclativea  to  push  htm  oii, 
nor  would  he  lawn  u)ioi)  ihem  if  he  Imd, 
yet  if  be  can  only  obtain  a  fair  tield  for 
the  display  of  hia  abilities,  he  will  be  sure  to 
stand  high  in  any  profeasion  whirh  he  may 
choose ;  and  Ik  may  count  on  my  doing  all 
that  a  ridi  inpher  can  do  to  advance  hi* 
int«re8ta.* 
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"  T  never  ttcnr^  yon  epoik  so  wnnnly  onl] 
earnestly  iif  any  one  before,"  siiici  Mr.  Gwyer, 
ID  some  swq^rijte. 

"  I  never  before  w««  queeiionwl  about  one  of 
whom  I  think  eo  highly.  ErncAtGiflbrd  i»  not 
rich,  but,  if  he  lire,  he  will  be  greatly  ertcetned, 
and  A  woniau  honored  by  hiei  regard  should  be 
contented  to  wait  liia  time,  and  lighten  hia 
labour  by  her  smiles:  let  none  of  a  trifling 
itiiDil  think  of  plighting  her  faith  to  him." 

"  You  lutonish  nic  by  your  looks  and  wowle," 
nid  Mr.  (jwyer,  somewhat  bluntly.  "  I 
thought  you  like  iDysclf,  a  mere  draw  on  the 
p-urface  of  tJie  stream,  borne  on  at  the  will  of 
the  current :  but  if  yon  were  not  rich,  you  too 
would  acquire  renown  and  wealth.  I  did  not 
iinderetand  yoo  before ;  perhi^M  you  did  not, 
mid  do  not  know  yourself," 

"  Ho  Otfford  Ha>-8 ;  but  I  am  content  to 
retiiain  ns  I  am.  There  ore  enough  in  tbc 
world  to  struggle  for  honors,  aitd  I  hate  trouble. 
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But  tha'eMriige  U  announced,  bo  I  must  go 
to  complituent  and  be  cotnpUmciited ;  ito  ooe 
telLt  wkoleaome,  or  uneugored  trullia  to  Mortun 
Ddaval  exoept  Eniat  GiflTon),  Miaa  Siuna 
Ea8tho|tc,  and  Mr.  Gwycr  aome times — bj 
mistake.'' 

"  I  hope  he  irill  not  many  that  giri ;  be 
(lestirveg  nuuething  bett«r  than  handsome  nUf 
(ndity."  thought  ilr.  Gwj-er  as  he  watched 
young  Dclaral  paying  his  luiicus  to  (hv  lovely 
Felicia,  who»e  aniiwering  smiles  ami  ton««  wL-rc 
her  very  sweetesL 

"  Good  bye ;  I  eball  hoi»e  to  8ee  you  aitd 
your  friend  in  town:  it  i»  very  vexatious  that 
you  caBDOt  etay  kioger  now,"  exclaimed  Sir 
Thomas  aa  he  took  leave  of  the  heir  of  Morton 
Park. 

"  Well,  Oelaval,  I  do  beliere  that  that  Miss 
F^tsthopc  waa  right  when  she  said  you  were 
like  blanc-manger,  cold,  colourlcee,  and  jn- 
aiptd,"    exclaimed  Lerwick    pettishly,    a«   the 
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<»mBge  turned  out  of  the  gut««  at  Mcxllyoott, 
on  its  way  to  Morton  I*ark. 

'*  Does  tliat  Mian  Knsthope  amy  tbe  »iuiic  of 
me  nowE^  wkeH  ^torton  ffoly,  turning  to 
Oiffbrd,  and  laying  a  frrcnt  etreee  on  tiiaL 

"  Ko :  Mios  Eaetliope  uaderstands  you 
better,"  rej^ied  Clifford  quickly,  pronouncing 
the  lady'a  name  in  a  tone  of  profound  respect, 
which  dUturlred  Morton's  gravity,  who  burvt 
fortli  into  a  gladsome  laugh, 

"  If  she  iindcrelande  yon,  it  is  more  than 
I  da  You  have  always  the  aainc  indolent  care- 
for-nothing  air— yon  rarely  mias  a  Hbot,  yet 
are  beedlese  whether  you  fire  or  no,  instead  of 
trying  how  many  birda  yon  ooidd  kill  in  an 
hour: — you  aro  one  of  the  most  graoofol 
[•katera  I  ever  eaw,  yet,  instead  of  being  dated 
by  the  praisea  beetowcd  on  your  elegance,  yon 
(fare  up  your  akatea  to  that  atapid  gawk,  young 
TomlJnc." 

"  Elated  t^  prai»ee  of  tay  elegance  I  I  am 
aatnl    by    auch    praiaee.     Even   an  aldennan 
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would  aiekea  of  turtla  and  Tetusoa,  if  served 
up  every  day.  It  would  have  beeD  man 
trouble,  or  I  would  hitvc  (J:ftU-d  bttdly  for  Uw 
novelty  of  hcunttg  toyftelf  nUused,  uoly  no  one 

in  the  good  county  of would  think  of 

abating  me  lund  enough  to  be  hcaid.^ 

,"  U  would  not  tQ«tt«r  if  they  did,  you  otM 
notliing  for  ]jraiee  or  abuse:  you  arv  not 
likv  n  luuidtfooic  youth  in  bis  twentieth  year, 
but  like  u  Mtud  nuui  of  filly  Uiue  de  (out 
A  more  resolute  diaciple  of  the  iaitetr  atUr 
school  1  never  enoouutcred. ' 

"  Ajtd  why  not?  Aa  long  an  the  world  jogi 
oD  at  my  pluamue,  why  nJiuuhl  1  ovek  to  changa 
it«  coune?  If  I  «hblor  (tluUud  wome,  I  ahould 
fed  more  pleaaure ;  but  having  little  fcsr  of 
IHMDJ^  or  fidlLng,  I  fbel  no  aoiiety,  and  no 
graat  aransvnienL  I  have  b<;oa  fed  on  ean  sucri 
from  my  childhood,  whioh,  though  n  sweet,  ia 
not  an  exciting  beverage  ;  a  few  years,  or 
even  a  few  months  lience  I  may  call  it  insipid^ 
V  3 
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wid  dcnittt  A  (ln«h  of  lemon  oi  even  some  etrong 
i!.]nril  to  rctider  it  luiliititbK-." 

"  I  do  not  think  even  that  will  excit«  you, 
eiocc  the  «imli-8  of  the  ttur  FcUcia  tailed  to 
iiwakcn  ciuolion,"  ruitlicd  Lerwick  tartly. 

"  Hoi  hoi  to  tbc  fair  Felicia  is  at  the 
bottom  of  all  this  pcttiahnrv^  ns  I  niEpcctcd.' 
cried  the  Inughtng  Doliivid.  "  Now  are  you  the 
nio«t  uiifrmtcful  of  admirers  1  leil  oft  «Jioot- 
tng  tlint  you  iniglil  boib<t  of  your  »u])rriDr 
»uccc«9  to  the  churiuitig  Felicia — I  gave  up  my 
ttkntes  tlint  you  might  have  the  felicity  of 
guiding  her  pledge ;  and  met  nil  her  eniilee  witli 
coh]ne>i'  that  your  impoiM-ioned  tones  might 
prove  more  touching  front  the  oontrasL" 
,,  "Am  I  really  to  believe  this,  r>cU\-»l?" 

"  Just  ae  you  please ;  it  i»  nearer  the  Imlh 
than  much  with  which  you  delighted  the  young 
liidy  hut  night.  I  thought  you  received  eu£S- 
eieitt  encourt^emeiit." 

"  'Jlwy  all  «iid   rltey  should  be  happy    to 
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Mc  ine  in    town,"   aaid    Lerwick,    iit   tiuiicr 
liuRwur. 

"  For  ivhioh  you  arc  indel)tcd  to  ray  infomi- 
ing  Sir  'riwnias  Uiat  your  brother  wiie  in 
delicate  healtli — tlwt  you  were  next  heir  to  the 
EArldoni ;  uid  tluit  n  profitable  mine  biul  licen 
discovered  on  your  eetntes." 

"  What  I  did  the  Tudsy  Baronet  eu([nirv  uiy 
chiintct«r,  u  Gwy«r  did  GiflbrdV?" 

"  Did  Mr.  Gwyer  quetitiau  you  DiMioeniiiij; 
me  'f  deniAndcd  GifTord  liastUy,  with  »  fliuJm) 
cheek. 

**  Tee,  he  did.  And  now  I  i<u])poiti;  1  wn 
going  to  have  anotlier  on  my  back,  bbunin^  mk 
for  not  losing  my  h«iu-t  tu  Mi»«  E(u<tho))C, 
inatesd  of  tluuking  mc  for  cngnging  bcr 
gitardian  at  dies*,  imd  Uiiw  giving  him  tiuK  to 
make  liimsclf  agreeable,"  replied  Dduviil, 
laughing  xtill  more  guily. 

*'  Wliat  <lid  he  ai<k  ?  and  what  did  you 
reply  ?"  qucBtionofl  Giflord  anxiounty,  without 
making  any  comment  on  liis  friend's  nullcry. 
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"  He  a«ked  of  your  character  and  fortune ; 
nnd  I  told  the  truth  of  both." 

"  And  what  anid  be?"  eDquired  Gi0bnl  in 
Boate  eoafaaoa. 

"  That  he  bad  never  beard  me  so  spade 
bciore." 

"  His  parting  was  cordial.  You  »iwkc  of 
me  better  than  I  deserve." 

>*  That  I  could  not  do,  Gifford." 

Clifford  made  no  njAj,  but  one  glance  of  his 
speaking  eye  told  Dchirid  all  he  felt. 

"  V\"hat  fortimc  will  Mis§  Medlycott  have  ?" 
queationed  Licrwick  abniptly. 

"  Dear  iitc !  am  ]  1u  be  erotw  examined 
again?"  sutd  Dcla^'al,  who  had  itunk  back  in 
the  carriage  as  if  wearied  with  over  talking. 
"  She  has  but  one  brother ;  iind,  should  he  die, 
may  be  heiress  of  Medlycott  Hall. 

"  Pooh,  poob,  Delaral :  brothers  who  inherit 
estates  never  die.  I  can  see  by  that  emile. 
which  yiiti  nunty  endeavour  to  su|»prc«s,  that 
you  are   thinking  to  fool  me  as  you  did   Sir 
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ThomM  about  AJlortun,  wlitt,  Ilwut;li  luluix 
suiiivtiinvH,  tuny  live  UtoK  ImiHirud  years. 
VVimt  n-ill  ba  latlier  give  her  tluwn  ?" 

"  I  never  nskcJ  lum ;  but  wUL  in  yuur  nunc, 
if  you  dvsiro  it."* 

"  It  is  very  well,  DcUviil,  for  you  tu  luugti, 
who  witi)  your  wealth  iitay  amrry  u  buggar  if 
you  cboon;  bat  I  have  iny  fortune  yet  to 
make  by  marri^tt.  or  Oiplomacy.  or  itouuithing 
eln> 'IhaTG  hcani  tJiat  ohc  will  have  thirty 
thouMnd  puutKl»~iiHlee<l  Sir  'J'hoinax  liinunl 
tut  much  to  me  at  tlie  ball." 

"  Aud  hence  your  adiuimiuii.  He  may 
have  found  a  mine  on  hia  estate  as  well  a« 
your  brother— 1  know  little  about  minea,"  r^ 
plied  Morton  drily. 

"  Oh  I  haag  the  mines  I  bat  as  a  friend  tell 
me  truly  the  utmoet  you  think  she  will  have, 
that  I  may  not  rush  into  the  fire  for  nottiin);;.'' 

"  There  arc  five  younger  dauglitcn,  and  I 
should  gucsB  ten  thousand  pounds  to  be   tJi« 
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v«ry  extent  of  her  dowry.  la  that  worth  htaag 
buraed  to  a  ciader  for?" 

"  Ttn  thouBand  fiddlesUcks  I  The  aly  old 
Tvllow  mid  nothing  of  other  daughters,  and 
they  never  mndc  tht^r  appcBruicc  ytwtcrday." 

"  The)-  never  do  when  etntngcrs  tm  in  the 
hoiiDc." 

"  Six  daughter* — tea  thousand  eacli ;  and  a 
sun  and  a  Baronetcy  to  keep  up,"  muttered 
Lerwick  difcontentcdly.  "  I  muet  dinw  bwJt : 
uidy  {)Uy  round  the  flanic,  htit  not  get  eveD 
singinL  What  arc  ten  thousand  |K>uiid<  to  Mt 
EarlV  tton?~nuthiug.  iHiii  \a  a  nwnstroua  fine 
girl  though." 

I>clavul  laughed ;  a»<l  the  oonvoraation 
dru])[>ed. 

A  few  dayn  dkhto  and  the  young  mcu  were 
on  their  way  to  Oxford  for  the  purpose  of 
pursuing  tlicir  studies,  qji  the  )>hra0e  guea — for 
the  purpoK  of  puniuing  tlieir  pleaisures  luight 
be  nearer  the  truth ;  two  veora  ut'  idle  aniUAO 
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at.  Mid,  at  the  uUnost,  one  of  cromRung, 
being  tlie  hicitory  of  most  of  tboee  not  urged  to 
<liligence  by  necessity,  or  tlie  ambition  of  ob- 
tainii^;  honors.  The  boy  tvlio  gooa  to  collide 
is  infttantly  tnuufomied  into  the  ntan,  awl  kM 
having  been  at  either  of  the  Univoraitics  i» 
counted  a  proof  of  his  being  a  gentlonian, 
probably  from  the  hand!>oa)e  allowaiKc  ro- 
quured  for  bis  nwintcnance ;  but  as  for  any 
good  or  tiMful  kaowledge  uoquired  during  his 
sojourn  lliorv  that  i»  another  niAttcr.  Suae 
tftke  learning,  and  most  leave  debts— »oi»e  go 
in  (iuncM  and  come  out  no  bottcr,  at^r  tlieir 
tliree  ycau^  sojourn ;  uod  if  they  gain  a  gnaiter 
know  lodge  of  titc  world  diiring  this  said 
fKijouTD,  as  some  maintain,  wluit  L*  tliut,  in  tlie 
meoniog  of  the  many,  but  a  greater  practical 
knowledge  of  ovvry  epccies  of  vice. 
■^  ■  fiut  if  unirciHties  aro  not  what  they  should 
be — if  the  youths  who  frequent  them  learn  lees 
good  and  inun;  evil  lliaa  tlieir  well  wishers 
would  desire,  on  whom  should  the  blame  be 
r  5 
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bid?  Surd;  not  aloDc  on  the  bead*,  and  Uh 
finnripnls,  and  the  mutcn — tlic  UitOK,  Uie 
[iructoRi,  or  evw)  ibe  ycpitof;  incn  tbemsdvce  :— 
all  harve  doubtleu  Uicir  tharc  In  the  erit,  but 
it«  sooroe  nntt  be  traoed  Amber  bock— tbnr 
dologt  or  UMdoiflgs  are  but  niln  that  fc«d  tht- 
mwter  atreom.  Let  fwrcau  t^e  m<av  than 
half  the  blame  to  tbenwelvoi.  Uow  Bcldom  an.- 
the  yoaag  taught  «elf  denial  at  bomo,  and  mode- 
ration eren  in  mnoceot  thii^  as  a  chmtian 
ilat}'.  They  hear  of  economy,  and  eeo  waetcfwl 
extravof^ce — tbej  are  told  to  be  viituooe.  but 
hcnr  vice  jetted  on ;  and  the  vicious  if  great 
or  wealthy,  coontenanced  il*  not  af^ilaaded : 
tfaey  are  toM  of  the  dignity  of  mom)  worth, 
yet  see  nil  toiling  for  gold  uml  looked  up  tu  for 
their  richeft.  Ilicy  rend  *  do  unto  others  ae 
you  would  tbcy  thould  do  unto  you' — yet,  iram 
their  earlieirt  chiidhoiM],  livnr  those  lauded  ae 
clever  and  worthy  of  example  who  know  how 
to  profit  by  the  wMtknees,  the  folly,  or  die 
wickedneM  of  their  neigliboun. 
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It  a  in  early  cliildhood  tlwt  tJto  good  oatd 
abould  be  Bovrn,  and  tended  and  uouriJilicd  witti 
wntt-hfu)  care  If  w«  would  train  u[>  chiklreu 
in  tlie  vrajr  tlwj  ebould  go,  wg  mii^t  walk  l>e- 
fore  tbem  m  wc  would  have  ilieni  walk,  iwt 
•aying  one  thii^  nod  doing  aiiotber.  Let 
faiiierci  and  niothen)  look  to  this — the  former 
liHve  lijglier  duties  to  perform  than  merely  to 
teudi  tiM^r  boye  to  fly  kite^  and  [day  cricket, 
ride  over  fences,  or  evca  repeat  the  latin  gtnm- 
luar  by  roto— the  latter  have  a  oulilvr  task  than 
to  instmct  their  girle  fint  how  to  di-eas  their 
doUs^  and  then  thcmselvea ; — to  play — to  dance 
—to  ring — and  chatter  French.  Let  both  ever 
bear  in  mind  that  they  have  to  train  immortal 
beings  for  inunortality.  Let  not  boys  and  girls 
grow  up  into  men  and  women  without  having 
been  taught  by  example,  as  well  as  precept, 
how  best  to  control  the  corruption  of  our 
'DlUeu  nature.  It  i»  an  awful  thing  to  be  a 
parent:  and  yet  how  few  think  this. 
L«erwick  and  Dclaral  were  not  likely    to 


■rae  fixpEctAMT. 


beeome  not«cl  for  tJieir  self  dcDiat  or  Icflnitng : 
the  former  was  Miflsb  \ty  oaXuiv,  t)ioti»)t 
generally  hiding  tliU  Helftshness  under  a 
poliHliod  mid  courteous  dcniennour ;  wliilai  tlie 
latter  wan  to  a  certain  extent  iniide  eclfieli  )>y 
nurture  and  over  indulgence.  AccuBtomed  to 
have  fdl  his  wanta  BupplJed,  and  all  hia  wisfat!« 
gmtJAed,  Morton  huKl  never  j'et  been  required 
to  deny  himself  n  pleasure,  even  for  the  sake  uf 
procuring  a  pleasure  for  another.  He  gave 
liberally  and  kindly,  for  he  was  bom  generous 
anfl  pitiful ;  but  ho  knew  when  he  gave  that 
Kuch  gifta  entailed  no  saerificc  of  hie  own 
foncics. 

lie  had  but  to  ask  for  money  to  obtnin  it: — 
he  hud  but  to  relate  a  tale  of  di»tressi  and  it 
wa»  instantly  relieved,  as  far  na  money  could 
effiN.>t  relief,  by  his  kind  hearted  aunt : — he  had 
liut  to  hint  at  a  wish  for  any  indalgence,  and 
(hat  indidgcnce  wbh  not  only  oflered,  but 
pr««sed  upon  him. 

The  Mortona  had  no   children— no    other 
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object  on  whom  to  ex|K!»d  their  uvuitluwiiig 
afTcctloii ;  imd  tJieir  lii'ir  wiu  tlioir  idol.  Thnt 
hv  liiu)  not  bcvii  rcitdoroJ  pruud  or  uvfrlx.'smiig 
t)j  their  dotii^  lov«  which  could  hcc  ik>  fiiult  in 
its  subject,  wiu  to  be  atlribut^Hl  to  hi»  hitvin]; 
bc«D  blcMod  with  n  niaundl)-  fine  die]Ki«itiuii, 
not  to  any  paios  which  liiid  bcco  tnken  by  tliow 
blinded  relatives  to  inBtruot  him  in  the  duties 
of  tclf  reetmiDt ;  and  if  hi»  expenditure  was 
Mincn-lutt  le^  ihaa  might  have  been  cx|)ccte4) 
with  such  n  coiuituutd  uf  weaUli,  tliis  ce^'uiing 
luodcnition  wae  uwing  to  his  litvnirj'  t«st«»!  Mid 
plmrid  or  indulcnt  tcmpcmnicnt  (wliicJtcvcr  it 
nii!|ht  be)  and  nut  to  any  knowledge  of  tlie 
real  value  of  money,  or  any  conviction  of  the 
duties  ini]>o«ed  on  thoec  who  poeeessed  it.  He 
hiul  no  faney  for  niu«1y  learning,  aa  he  termed 
it,  or  even  any  study  that  might  be  considered 
deep;  liut  he  had  n  strong  tease  of  tJic  beauti- 
ful in  art  and  nature— his  habits  were  elegant, 
nuher  tluui  ex|>en«ive — whilst  hU  exquisite 
t»«te  preserved  hiiti  from  the  noisy  vnlgiirity  and 
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gnM»cr  vices  of  miiay  of  those  amoi^  whnu 
lie  WW  tlirowii. 

Slang,  jdi-kvyUui,  uiid  courM  iiiiLDiicra  shocked 
the  vx<|iii«iU:  tsutc  vi'  whk-ti  wc  liave  spoken  : 
he  wiu  no  guiibler,  for  lie  noitlior  ueeded  nux 
likc<l  vxcit«>n«ot ; — h«  vtae  do  great  drinker,  for 
Uie  same  reason: — tiU  indiiinUon^  nnii  Uiepoei* 
lion  tended  to  keep  Ikim  I'rce  from  glaring  sinat 
but  of  christian  motives,  and  vhristisu  dutke 
\k  knew  but  little,  Bud  thouglit  Icea.  If  he 
tfhrauk  in  inost  cmk*  from  opcu  vioe,  it  wiu 
bcvaufiu  tliti  vioc  that  tempted  wiw  utigruccfut, 
Uid  iii.>t  becttuae  it  wad  tlatul : — becauob  it 
ahucked  the  jioetT)-  of  lu«  niuid,  out  tin: 
strviigtli  of  hk  [triuciplea.  Ilo  liad  no  dvare 
I'oT  applause — ao  drcud  of  ridicule :  the  ao- 
kitowledgcd  ht:ir  of  Morton  I'ark,  he  liad  u 
right  tu  do  as  be  plciiecd ;  and  BeUval  was  at 
Uxiurd,  as  in  the  country,  a  quiet  gentlemanly 
jrouug  uiiin ;  Mattered  by  the  many  before  hi* 
Uco  un  ttcooimt  of  bi^  expected  wealth— 
lauglKd  at  by    iJic  few    behind   his   back   ou 
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Aoeoiint  of  hU  indolenoe,  or  vrant  of  sfurU,  u 
choy  termed  )iU  jilitddity ;  not  eought  after  lur 
aDjrL'omjMUiioiuiblu  qualittCH,  but  courtcO  by  all 
who  neoilul  liu  nMtiHtaiicc ;  for  Morton  Dclaval 
was  over  ready  to  gi%'C  or  lend  to  the  worthy, 
and  the  unworthy. 

It  WM  too  much  trouble  to  Bift  men's  cha- 
niai-ra,  or  tbeir  storiee ;  it  waa  much  Icrs  ex- 
ertion to  give,  and  thus  get  rid  of  iniporCiiiii- 
ties ;  mm]  US  lie  required  no  gratitude  in  return, 
be  conld  not  be  diBappointod. 

Hi*  Toomc  and  parties  were  the  most  elegant 
in  OxfonI  —hie  Iioreea — kept  beyond  the  uni- 
versity IxMinds — were  the  admitBtion  of  those 
who  saw  thorn ;  and  all  his  belongiage  were 
well  choHcn  and  well  appointed. 

Of  tlww  said  beloo^ngs  Lerwick  wa»,by  no 
meaflfl  backward  of  availing  himself;  and  if  lie 
oould  not  always  obtain  the  society  of  Delavnl, 
he  might  ainioet  always  roiint  on  Iib  goods  and 
chattels,  from  hiti  punc  to  his  huiiten,  an  his 
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uwn.  The  Earl  ut'  AUcrtoii's  ygtinger  brotlKr 
waa  already  well  vcrecd  in  tlie  waya  uf  tlw 
world,  and  knew  how  tu  [imcticie  Uie  iiris 
which  load  to  advauccuionu  lie  i»u»l  Utkv  lib 
dc^rcv,  sincQ  not  to  do  eo  might  tell  agfuitttt 
him;  but  to  try  for  honors  would  be  iiMle»3  in 
the  career  which  he  intended  to  pureue;  und 
aa  a  few  months  cramming  would  enable  him 
to  pan  hie  examination  with  Mufficlcnt  credit 
ho  might  eevk  hie  oinuBcmunt  in  the  uican 
time.  Delaval  might  as  wuU  do  th«  Mune  1m 
considered,  and  in  hi»  coin])»ny,  »incc  the  coin- 
^iiiouship  brought  him  profit  and  honor ;  but 
Dela^at,  though  ctiually  inclined  to  seek  hid 
own  amnsemcDt,  wae  not  exactly  of  tlie  Munv 
opinion  touching  tlie  companiotuihip,  showing  a 
deci^leil  )ireference  for  the  society  of  the  self- 
denying  Gifibnl,  who  with  a  very  scaaty  allow- 
anoc  kept  nearly  free  of  debt,  and,  in  spite  of  all 
lemptatioDE,  devoted  hiiitsolf  to  Htudy  in  the 
hope  of  taking  honors ;  and  ut  a  future  period 
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obtAiniog  tluit  coDKidcnition,  mid  Utow  rcwanlv, 
wliieli  might  li«  justly  ctuineil  lu  due  to  liw 
uiente  tuid  p<:n>cvcmnco. 

GifTonl  ntiil  Deliival  had  bc«ti  brought  up  in 
two  opi>neiit«  MbooLt: — tli«  latter  was  llie  aelf- 
indulgent  child  of  ])rog>pcrity — liie  former  the 
•clf-denyiii^  cliiJd  of  adrcreiiy.  Tltu  won  of  a 
poor  curate  OilTord  had  Idccd  cnrly  inured  to 
privation,  and  tuught  to  fe«l  that  to  his  own 
exertions,  and  the  bieaiDg  of  Hraren  on  thow 
exertions,  must  h«  \<3ok  for  iidviioccmeiit  in 
life.  Hia  p«T«nt«,  who  were  hapjiily  united  in 
heart  und  miiit],  m  in  linitil,  viut)  uith  4>nch 
other  in  training  liiui  up  tor  llic  ctniRo  tliat 
vns  set  before  hinti  teaching  him  by  their  own 
example  how  the  fiviU  of  poverty  might  be 
lightened  by  cheerful  endurance,  and  cibrtaclw 
overcome  by  resolut*  perscvenuice. 

Hifl  great  abilities,  strength  of  detpruinn- 
tion,  and  energy  of  character,  unguided  by 
cfariatiaa  motirc^  might  have  led  him  into 
many   and  grievous  errors ;  but  hid  watchful 
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parent* .  bad  preosed  upon  him  Uuit  die  gifts 
which  cotDc  from  the  Creator  ohonld  be  de- 
volutl  tu  his  glory — tlint  time,  utd  health,  xiid 
geniud  were  not  to  be  waatonly  «quander«<l, 
hut  gratefully  nckiiowliHlgcd,  luid  diligently 
employed  in  Ewrving  God  and  moo. 

There  were  umny  who  envied  Delaval  hia 
hAiKliwmc  pcreon  and  hauddomc  allowance ;  had 
they  envied  Mm  the  friendship  of  tlic  poor 
ittudcQt  they  would  have  shown  u  better 
ei<tiniiit«  of  the  wortJi  of  hia  poMeaaion». 

The  resolute  will,  tlie  Ittl'ty  purpose,  and 
«t»u)y  pcrecvcnmoc  of  Gitlbrd  not  only 
aatoniahed,  but  tlecply  intcrceted  the  indolent 
Delsval;  and  day  ailor  day  mw  the  rkli 
gentlanoit  (Kinmiuner  of  Chriittdiurdi,  in  sjiitc 
of  oolk^e  ridicule,  and  colU-^  vtiiiuette.  Mat«d 
in  the  homely  nx)nis  of  his  friend,  an  under 
gmduatc  of  one  of  the  leflwr  balls,  miQetintw 
sharing  his  studie«,  but  often  reading  ivmus 
lighter  a'ork,  or  watching  Gifibrd  in  silenoe, 
mnrktng  Km  <)iiick  intelligence  and  doternuned 
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indostiy 'kith  gnnrngngud  ud  admimtion. 
To  truly  lore,  be  it  Insdrad,  or  friend,  or 
mitiredd,  10  to  l>cc«ao  leas  seltUb — u  to  neck 
the  interest — the  pleaaure — tlio  bM{>[iiticM  of 
luwtJier  before  oar  own,  or  nither  to  feel  that 
our  ova  intemt,  oar  own  iilcasore,  oar  own 
happiness  is  boutid  np  in  tlutt  of  the  object  of 
ourm^mrd. 

If  OeUral  did  not  feel  this  to  its  utmost 

extent*  yet  did  it  rule  hiia  ou  uiany  pointer  and 

he  who  wu  ncciutomcd  to  load  others,  not  only 

«ubitutted  oa  most  occasions  to  the  poor  unknown 

Mndoit,  bat  often  crosAod  his  own  indiiuitions, 

nod   conquered   bis   nstunil  indolenco  for  the 

mIk  of  one  who  had  neither  wcmlth,  nor  rank. 

nor  0(lDiic>cttOD,  to  gire  him  11  factitious  worth. 

To  lighten  Giflord'a  Ubonrs,  be  would  nfleu 

[join  him  in  studies  deeper  than  suited  hid  nion; 

imagtaativc  mind— to  provide    Uiflbrd    with 

I  books,  be  purdiascd,  as  if  for  bis  own  pleasure, 

Lthe  tnoet  valuable  works — to  induce  Gifibrd  to 

■take  the  cxennw  needful  for  his  health,  he 
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denied  the  loan  of  his  horsea  to  richer,  and 
more  importunate  n^socinte-i — a  trinl  to  one 
who  hated  to  say — no ;  and  to  ensuro  hia  takii^ 
this  excruiiw,  hu  wuo  tils  constant  coin|nuilon 
when  walking  or  riding,  n-ntvhing  with  th« 
delicate  anxiety  of  true  nflecttoti  how  he  might 
bcHt  twlmini^tcr  to  tlie  want«  nnd  du»re4  of  its 
object,  wittiuut  paining  him  by  u  feeling  of 
d^^ding  oliligation.  He  knew  llint  GifTurdV 
otluwaiicc  wiw  scanty — how  scanty  lie  oould 
not  gucas,  or  liis  ndiniratioii  of  hia  cheerftd 
content  would  hari;  been  greater  stilL 

"  Come,  Ernest,  away  with  your  books;  it 
is  time  for  a  ride  I  should  Iiave  iiecn  here 
before;  but  was  stopped  on  my  way,"  Boid 
Dolaral  gall}',  drawing  away  n  heavy  tome  from 
under  hio  friend's  hand. 

"  Why  aru  you  not  hunting?"  aiked  Giffbrd 
looking  up  in  his  face. 

"  It  is  ngKinat  rules,  and  thanks  to  your 
sober  society,  I  am  counted  a  model  young 
man,"  refJivd  Morton  with  a  smile.     "  Quite  a 


I 


TUB  EJC1-SCTA2IT. 


X17 


wonder  tor  a  gentl«inan  commoner.  And  aw, 
I  tuiTe  traoalated  tiiat  diflicult  (Nuunge  tliat 
puzzksl  u»  >-c3tenIay.  I  sliull  be  »bindiug  for 
lionor*  1  cx]>cct  s]iortJy." 

"  Do,"  Btid  CiiJford  eanu»t];. 

"  Ko,  thank  you : — it  is  too  much  trouble. 
As  Irerwick  My^  of  what  ueu  would  honors  be 
to  tlic  heir  cxjwctant  of  Morton  I'ark  T 

"  Lerwick  P  repeated  GiSbrd  conteuiptu- 
ouily.  "  He  18  not  worthy  of  your  regard: — 
be  0  the  ttnbodicJ  spirit  of  all  tliat  is  worldly, 
nad  I  drcnd  his  gnioiug  an  intliiciice  oyer 
you." 

"  lie  saye  there  is  no  hope  of  tliat,  Ernest ; 
lor  tint  you  rulo  me  completely." 

"  (  have  no  desire  to  rule ;  but  wuh  I  could 
induce  you  to  exert  your  powcra,  and  do  juEtioe 
lo  your  (Treat  nbiJitic*." 

"  Oh !  luing  trreiit  sbilitiei ;  they  always 
'entail  exertion,  and  vexation;  and  I  tike 
neither: — boudes,  no  one  has  ever  discovered 
my  genius  bat  youmlf.     llow  do  you  like  the 
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mnple  of  wine  I  begged  jrou  to  taate  for 
me?" 

"  Three  dozen  of  wino  a  eamplo  to  tAttc  I 
Ob !  DcIavaI,  you  cannot  demve  me.  I  am 
proud  of  being  your  friend ;  but  I  cannot  be 
your  cli>|>cn(faint." 

"  I  vJiotdd  an  soon  dream  of  your  bong  my 
Hooiit.  Vou  lire  niy  friend ;  and  a  friend  will 
not  refuse  to  drink  u  gla^s  of  wine  at  a  friend's 
i%i|ueet.  There,  I'!)mcat,  for  once  piny  pup)>yi 
and  took  at  yourself  in  the  glaw.  Tlioac  pak, 
tJiin  cheeks  and  sunken  cye«  would  terrify 
yourmotbcr,  imd  sliock  Miw  Eaelbupc;  you 
must  not  wciir  out  the  mind,  and  ut  th«  taam 
time  deny  support  to  tb«  body,  or  all  your 
lolly  n»pinttion8  will  eome  to  nothing.  Vou 
«tudy  too  liard: — tiiut  noble  ^irit  and  resolute 
will  iiiUAt  soon  8u<:cuinb  to  mere  aniniid  wcak- 
ne»N  if  you  erant  no  relaxation  to  the  mind : 
even  now,  I  Mie  you  itlruggling  ngainiit  wcaii- 
ne«»  and  diMoumgeiueuL  Cvmc  out  for  a  good 
gallop." 
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"  Wine — borsce — comforts— luxurks — every 
Uting '.  This  mufit  not  be,"  latd  Giflofxl  with  a 
flu»ti«d  chedc 

**  Wen  you  Morton  Dcla>-Al,  and  I  Ernest 
Giflbnl,  wotild  you  do  less  for  me  ?*  If  co,  we 
are  not  frtenda." 

"  We  are  friendB,"  replied  Gifibtd  eagerly, 
gTTuping  bis  band. 

''  We  ar^  Ernest ;  and  a  few  grains  the 
more  or  less  of  *  yellow  dirt'  must  not  breed 
a  ooolnces  between  us.  Will  you  accept  my 
rcgnd,  and  yet  refuse  a  few  bottles  of  a 
vUlaooua  mixture  concocted  for  the  good  of 
thoec  who  sell,  and  tlte  evil  of  tlioee  who  buy  'f 
If  I  ever  deserve  to  be  called  a  man  it  will  be 
your  dtnng.  Coat  me  <^  and  my  indolenoe 
ensures  my  becoming  the  puppet  of  Lerwick, 
t  described  you  truly  as  tlie  two  attendant 
Mpirits  on  the  (lemian  Baron." 

"  Cast  you  off  wbeji  1  owe  you  so  much,* 
began  the  entliiuiiastic  Ernest. 

"  Ay,  that  you  do,  for  talking  so  learnedly. 
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Come  along  without  more  spccchilying :  my 
jawB  ache  with  thb  idle  chsttcrint^"  cried 
Morton  intciTupting  him,  and  bunying  out  of 
th«  room  to  prevent  further  diecussloo. 

"  You  arc  the  truest  friend,"  began  Emcei 
iigitin,  hastcuing  after  Morton. 

"  I  am  perfectly  aware  of  that — tell  me 
Bomethin<;  new." 

"  I  know  nut  how  to  thank  you." 

"  I'hen  pra^  do  not  attempt  it.  I  hate  to 
witness  the  failure  of  ignorance.  If  yoti  bon* 
mo  with  nonsense,  I  shall  be  ohltged  tt>  put  up 
witli  Lerwick." 

Satiffiod  that  Morton  understood  hts  fooUngs, 
GifTonl  restmine<l  the  expression  of  his  thanks; 
:uid  till-  fric>id>«  were  more  conslunt  companion? 
than  before 

In  vain  did  Lerwick  cndcnvotir  to  persuade 
young  DcUval  to  accon))moy  liim  to  town 
during  th«  »Iinrt  vacation  in  April  Morton 
knew  tlinl  his  uuni  longed  for  liia  presence,  aad 
the  time  was  spent  with  ber ;  nor  did  he  find 
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the  vial  dull,  for  Giflbrd,  who  hail  been  or- 
dered change  of  air  and  rclaxittiuii  by  tlw 
(thyncun  whom  hie  friend  luut  ioMvtod  on  liii 
ooiwultiitg,  acootniniiied  him  thither. 

"  Yoo  are  twioe  the  man  you  were  when 
you  firet  catue  down,  tlianka  to  tite  nir  of 
Morton  Park,  or  U>e  stniJcii  of  MU*  tjisthopc," 
obeerv«d  Delaval  archly,  as  he  and  GilTonl 
were  retaming  to  Oxford. 

"  I  saw  MisB  Eafithopc  bat  once,"  replied 
KmcKt,  looking  out  of  tite  window. 

"  'Fbunki)  to  hvr  being  hurried  off  to  town 
by  her  cousin,  Mr*.  Walters ;  but  you  look 
care  to  monoptJize  her  wlieo  you  did  meet.  I 
could  ecarcvly  persuade  her  to  bcetow  one 
sentence  upon  me." 

"  But  that  was  a  very  gracious  one.  Morion." 

"  Hd  I  ba  I  what  jealous,  Ernest  ?  Hua 
die  promiMd  to  bind  the  bay  wreath  round  your 
brow,  when  yon  stand  gazetted  as  a  double 
first  class  man  IT 

"  \\'ith  "my  scanty  means,   and   tlie   uncet^ 
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Uunty  of  success  I  ought  not  to  seek  her 
regard,"  answered  Giflbnl  in  s  inGhu>ch<Jy 
tone." 

"  Here  is  comfort  for  a  poor  erring  mortiil 
tike  myeeli^ — Emeat  GiiTord  doing  what  he 
ought  not  do.  Courage  1  go  on,  nud  prosper,'' 
!Md  Delftval  chccringly.  "  Susiin  Kaethopv 
is  n  true  hearted  girl,  or  a  high  minded  woman. 
if  you  think  that  disreepcctful,  and  wouM 
adorn  the  proepcrity,  or  lighten  the  ndvereitv 
of  liiui  fihc  loved.  Had  I  a  hope  of  ri\-allitig 
yuu,  I  might  set  friendflhip  at  nuiiglit  and  tr}* 
my  chance.  Thcrc'a  for  you !  I  declare  I  am 
bcc4>ming  a  vcntiinental  tpoccfaifier— which  M 
vulgar." 

**  Practiaiog  agaiu^t  you  stand  for  tbe 
county,''  repiitd  the  drlighted  Giftord. 
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"  Comb  with  me  to  Morton  Park  for  the 
summer,  GiSord,"  aaid  Delaval  to  his  frieiul 
about  a  n-i»k  before  tin;  comiueuctuiicnt  of  the 
long  VBCtttJuu. 

"  I  hftve  prDmJM;d  tu  remaia  witli  my 
mother  till  October,  and  must  not  disappoint 
her,  i»o  must  decline  your  friendly  invitation, 
AIortOQ.     Kexides  1  mu«t  work,  not  play." 

I  am  sorry  for  it  Ernest ;    but  do  not  ov«r- 
Btmiu  the  bow.     In  October  then,  I   hope  to 
triumph    in  your  fiuocees,  and  shall  pilay  idle 
geutJcmaQ  in  the  interim." 
6  3 
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"  Idle  genllcmnn,"  n-peated  Giflbnl,  with  a 
warning  ehake  of  lliv  heatl.  "  I  wUbliCOuld 
persuade  you  to  be  8om«thii)({  mora"  i     :-   ■ 

"  Cense  yotir  funniDg  force  mid  cunning  tu 
iirouM  my  f tug  mind"  roplit.'d  Dclnvnl  Uugh- 
ing.  "  But  I  mwst  be  off,  having  pro»u«cd 
to  attend  Lerwick  to  s  cricket  mntch.  .  1 
wonder  how  people  can  play  cricket  this  hor 
weather,  it  ia  bo  much  trouble."  ,« 

*'  Mv  dear  aunt,  what  dire  miaf<Hlune  has 
befallen  the  household  Y'  asked  Morton  TVlaval. 
taking  a  scat  bcaide  his  kind  hearted  relative 
n»  she  sat  in  tta  eaby  chair  near  an  open  win- 
dow, looking  out  on  a  beautiful  flower  garden, 
which  lay  immediately  below  a  broad  flight  of 
stops  with  alftnc  baluslrftde,  "  Ilaa  your  pet 
chinn  nionsler'lbRt  its  right  hanil,  or  your 
favorite  ppaniel'  be^'  tabbed  of  one  of  hif 
I'urliiig  ears?" 

"  Neither,  my  dtjnt  Morton,"  replied  the  old 
lady  with  nn  afTcctionnto  Niiile,  pressing  tlie 
liaud  which  had  taken  here.  "  It  i«  a  something 
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modh  uioD!  nod  than  such  a  lu«8  to  my  \mh 
moiiaier,  ur  titvorite  epanicL" 

"  So  I  90v  11VW,  (Ivor  aunt,  lor  there  mn 
tun  in  your  eyes.  C«n  I  comfort  or  oNint 
you?  Yel  what  «ao  1.  tbc  chtk)  of  yuur 
bountjr^  ft  bcggnr  but  for  you,  do  that  you 
ciumot." 

''  "  You  can  do  miioli,  Iklorton — do  till  thai  I 
desire.  You  hiive  hfinrd  ni«  speak  of  uiy  early 
frkifd  CUni  Luttrcll,  ami  regret  that  I  couUI 
icani  nothing  of  Iwr  ileatmy.  Poor  thing!  it 
»c«uis  that  her  inai-riage,  like  my  sister^H,  wni- 
not  n  Iiappy  owi.  Her  husband  gunied  till 
ootliitig  but  a  few  hundrod  pounds  vrat  lefV  of 
a  handsome  fortune ;  and  with  this  remnant  he 
embarked  with  his  family  for  Canada.  Ilia 
apocula^onii  there  were  little  more  profitable 
than  Iiis  gambling  here;  and  bia  salary  u»  a 
cUrk  in  on«  of  the  government  ufficus  wa»  alt 
tliey  had  to  live  on.  Aliout  six  inoiitlii*  iiiiK'e 
he  died,  and  Iii«   broken  hearted  nitlow,  con- 
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Tinned  tlint  the  «houM  ruA  lonj^  aurvivo  him. 
pined  to  luok  once  more  wi  licr  niitive  land,  and 
eecure  protection  for  her  child.  Ai)proachii^» 
nearer  to  jour  motlivr'it  ngc  slie  vraa  in  truth 
more  Iivr  friend  ttmu  mine ;  but  I  too  kived 
her  well,  and  in  tlie  hour  of  her  extremity  aliv 
wrote  to  entreat  my  countenance  tea  her  only 
(laughter,  a  gentle,  timid  ^rL  Shame  and 
sorrow  had  kept  her  eilcnt  too  long.  Slic  lived 
tv  rvacb  Liverpool,  but  died  within  «  few  bvun 
niU^r  landing.  Her  letter  having  been  nu»- 
laiil  t>iity  reached  me  this  morning,  with  an 
account  of  my  ohl  Iricnd'e  death,  from  the  wife 
of  tlie  friendly  Capt»in,  who  brought  her  over, 
itnd  in  wboee  houM  her  child  hii«  found  a  home 
I'oor  fprl  I  die  is  an  oqihun  and  willtout  a 
jicnny." 

"  TJiis  ie  a  Bad  tale  indeed,  dear  aunU  But 
ha«  ehe  no  kind  relative  like  yourself  to  ehclt«i- 
and  make  tier  happy  as  you  have  doiie  ntc  ?" 

"  Noii^  Morton,  none.      Iler  nearest  i-ela- 
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tivcs  we  diataiit  c<Mitiin«,  uvithcr  iiblo  mn- 
willing  1  boliovt'  to  assist  licr;  and  ti>i:rul»rv  I 
GMhI  timt  you  &m\d  <k>  all  1  nisbc-O." 
"•■*^  Ae  how,  dear  aunl?  Would  you  Iwvu  luv 
<lrcM  up  in  fly  cap  and  farlhingnk-,  liii^li  UwU 
luid  crutch,  and  persooale  lior  graiidiiKitlKr V 
I  »ltould  make  a  inarvoUoaely  Hobvr  uld  j^rAtt- 
dtan." 

"I  doubt  it;  then  ic  more  miiwhivf  in  y<'U 
-than  pvc})lv  iinngitM.-,''  eaid  the  kind  4*1(1  Uidy, 
smiling  ut  his  oally. 

"  To  think  of  your  uttering  ftuch  u  uuuidaJ 
of  your  very  quiet,  geutJeinauly  nejihew,  wlio 
is  held  up  as  a  pattern  to  all  tti«  young  in«:n  of 
the  county  I    What  ani  I  to  do  tlteu  'i" 

"  Why,  I  was  thinking  oC  having  Xha  |<wor 
girl  here." 

**  Only  thinking  of  it  now,  dear  aunt '!  I 
should  havo  thought  that  your  kind  liinarl 
would  have  bcUlcd  this  before  you  hH<l  luid 
half  tlM:  Liter," 


Its  TRE  SV^I^TA^- 

"  Perbapa  it  did,  but  then  I  oemudered  tint 
you  might  object." 

"  Why  should  I  olyect  ?  Oh  !  DOw  i 
iinderetand.  You  wish  me  to  go  to  LiTOrpoul 
and  bring  her  down,  then  it  must  bo  d  fa 
grande  latre,  ae  I  proposed,  or  the  papers  will 
get  up  u  ttcan<kl,  and  ikclurc  that  I  have  run 
off  witli  an  heireaa." 

"  Will  you  reaUy  take  that  trouble,  my  dear 
Aforton  T'  naked  the  old  ludy  tuxiuualj. 

"  Wliy  it  will  be  some  lix>ublc,  to  be  aurc," 
raplied  Dclaval  smiling,  concluding  that  thr 
remark  was  meant  as  a  hit  at  his  indolence. 
"  But  Adame  can  ie«uc  all  the  ordcrt — pay  the 
turnpikes  and  po«t  buyit,  and  you  am  f^vc  the 
young  lady  n  hint  that  1  uui  no  great  talker, 
imd  like  my  ease." 

"  That  was  not  what  1  meaut,  Morton, 
f^acorting  hor  from  Liverpool  may  be  the  least 
trouble  nhich  she  may  cauac  you." 

"Do  you  think  slie  will  muke  lore  to  ue? 
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Then  T  oin  off  t)i«  iMtrgnin  ;  for  it  muses  mi*  ii 
great  (leiU  of  trouble  to  Ik  nmdc  love  to,  ae  one 
inuat  return  n  few  civil  epecchce.  aixl  strive  to 
look  pleaacd." 

"  You  young  puppy  I  Do  yoii  suppose  timt 
every  girl  you  meet  must  nuike  love  to  you  V 

"  Wliy  it  ia  Kiroelhing  like  it,  aunt.  If  you 
only  henn)  half  tlie  lliiuga  I  hear;— but  tlti-rc. 
I  will  notdiock  your  decorum  by  a  repetitiou." 

"  Thank  yrm  for  this  consicloraiion ;  bm  du 
be  seriouit,  my  dent  Morton." 

"  Serioujd,  ray  dear  aunt ' —  I  ne\'er  was 
raorc  »criou#  in  «iy  life.  Ab  I  told  you  Iwforc, 
it  gives  one  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  he  nmde 
love  to,  BO  if  you  wilf  not  ensure  my  peace  diirinfr 
the  journey,  I  r«dly  must  be  off  the  baignin." 

"  Bat  I  will  enmre  that.  At  prv*x>iit. 
the  poor  girl  thinks  only  of  Iter  recent 
!«««.  hut  when  her  grief  wluJl  have  i<oniew)uit 
nbaied,  I  fear  her  forming  expectations  from  a 
remdenec  here,  which  yoii  may  not  feel  in- 
clined to  realiM^" 
p  5 
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"  YoD  don't  mean  tliat  !*hc  will  exjwct  me 
to  niake  love  to  her  1  Worse  and  worae  I  thai 
is  ten  tiinw  more  trouble.  1  cWt  indeed, 
nunt.  I  am  engngcd  to  tnitke  ont;  in  the  uew 
cxpvdition  up  the  Niger." 

*'  Don't  be  mich  ft  coxcomb,"  aaid  tlu;  old 
lady,  rnising  her  hand  as  if  to  givw  htm  h  1k>x 
on  the  car,  tlien  letting  it  fall  <:areiufin^1y  4»n 
his  ahoiUdcr,  as  she  mot  his  merry  but  nlTeo* 
Uonntc  look.  '*  I  never  intended  you  such  nii 
honor." 

"  Honor  quothn !  that  i^  ns  men  think. 
But,  my  dear  aunt,  do  pray  lell  uiu  wluit  you 
realty  mean,  tor  1  cannot  compreliend  the  dan- 
ger at  which  you  hint." 

"'.'1  will  t«U  ytm,  Morton,  though  it  is  a 
di-licale  subject  to  touch  on,  am)  1  would 
rather  llint  yon  lutd  guessed  it.** 

"  Mot  matrimony,  my  dear  aunt.  I  n.'^illy 
CUUot  tnarry  liU  1  am  thirty,  and  inuKl  twve 
tin-  next  ten  yoarn  in  peace." 

"  Now,  my  dear  ^[orton,  hnw  am   I  cnv  to 
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QXptwn  my  mmtung,  if  yoM  ii)lorru|<t  me  iq 
this  way  ?"  re|)lted  hia  aunt,  liall'  vcKcrl  and 
half  luDiised  at  his  coiiimuDt. 

"  I  itm  iluiiil),  uuut,*'  dniti  Delavul,  [tliwiiug 
hi«  finfiier  on  hi^  U|),  and  looking  all  atleutioi). 
"  Proceed." 

"  Y(Hi  know,  Morton,  I  have  »ft«ii  tvld 
yiiti  ihat  at  our  dviith  all  wi;  liavc  is  to  fpi  to 
you." 

'*  Long  tOMj  il  be  ca*  I  rcixi^x  tliui  idl," 
cxcbui»ol  D«1aval  warmly,  prewiring  thv  luiud 
that  had  i>een  laid  fonclly  on  h'u  anu. 

"  I  needed  not  this  a»«unuicc,  Morton  ;  '  I 
am  «ure  you  do  not  dtwire  our  dealli,''  au- 
itwered  the  old  lady  with  tears  in  her  eyw- 
"  You  are  not  extrarngsiit,  and  not  gnupin^, 
and  have  ever  Won  to  ua  as  a  dmr  aiid  afti%- 
tiunate  aon ;  but  still  having  been  led  tu 
expect  the  whole  at  our  death,  I  do  w>t  con- 
sider myitvlf  entitled  to  dt»poec  of  any  iKirtwD 
without  eoiiMulting  yuu.  This  poor  ^Irl,  Clara 
Luitrell,  luu  authing: ;  and  to  acciu<toni  her  tu 
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luxury  here  would  make  future  deetttutiun 
atill  more  painfuL" 

"  Bui  why  tihouUl  ah«  suffer  ibis  future 
(leacitutiun  ?  PruvwJe  for  hor  m  you  would 
wish  to  do  for  tlie  child  of  an  old  friend,  mid 
pr*y  do  not  believe  that  I  am  «i  completely 
iipoilt  by  your  (no  grmt  indulgence  at>  to 
desire  to  stint  your  benevolence.  If  this  ie 
what  you  mean,  dear  aunt,  you  sliould  bikve 
known  me  better;  and  need  not  have  friftht- 
ened  mc  with  the  trouble  of  love  making." 

"  My  generous  boy  1  tbia  ia  so  like  your 
JUmr,  HRM>lfiflh  motlier,"  exclaimed  hts  aunt, 
with  swimming  eyea.  "  Yet,  I  grudge  thu 
robbing  you  for  a  eompiimtivc  wtrwiger." 

"  It  is  no  robbery  at  all ;  only  giving  me  a 
few  tLmi!<ands  Ic?!*  to  ncoount  for.  Gifibrd 
mutntainM  that  I  don't  understand  tlie  true 
value  of  money,  and  I  believe  he  i*  right ;  at  any 
rat«,  you  have  quite  cnongh  wherewith  t«)  supply 
this  young  Udy  and  myecif  with  sugar  plums 
m-ilhout  dther  grudging  the  other  a  l»m-6oH. 
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So  that  ti  MtUctl]  and   would  haro  beva  mi 

much  wKinvr,  luul  you  vpokcn  jilainly." 

*'  Tbanlc  you,  Morton ;  tliia  cheerful,  rmtly 
self  duniuL  luia  rclievcil  my  mind  of  a  t^niat 
vrciglit.  Suppow  UiuD  I  BUy  five  UwumuuI 
pouotb." 

"  Better  double  it,  iit  llie  lea«t.  That  u  Uit 
little  for  a  gciitlewouiao,  with  n  gentle  vrutimii't 
tidhita  and  fuelinga ;  and  tjie  prejudice*)  of 
wKiety,  ua  euoli,  tJtul  for  i  ludy  tu  win  furtiint; 
by  her  own  exertional  19  to  lo»c  otale.  Tln^re 
ia  DO  eclf  denial  iD  my  saying  tliis,  for  you 
have  never  allowed  me  to  feci  the  want  of 
money,  and  if  you  g»Tc  her  treble  that  sum  tlicre 
would  stiU  be  enough  remiumng  for  me  to 
luakc  docks  and  drakes  with." 

*'  My  d«air,  dear  boy !"  cried  the  old  lady, 
kusing  Uim  affectionately.  .  "  You  more  Uian 
repay  iiU  our  love  uiid  aire  I  will  consult 
with  yutir  uncle  and  arrunge  aocontingly. 
Should  be  Burvire  ate — I  hope  not  to  outlive 
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hhtt--nll  I  luivc  will  be  his  ftr  hu  lift,  niwl 

then  j«>iire." 

**  All  vcrj'  riglit,  tay  dear  atmt ;  a  good 
himbaud  before  a  tiii«cliiuvoii:i  ncfihcvr ;  and 
h«n.-  he  cumcfl  luuking  more  energetic  at  Hixty- 
six  tliiin  1  do  at  twenty.  When  do  you  wuli 
m«  to  bring  thi«  hale  of  merchandize  from 
Livor[M}o1  ?  Mind  you  have  enjrajircd  that  tliert 
is  to  )>c  no  love  made  or  expected." 

"  No  love  made  to  ygu  I  why  wlw  cod- 
c«ni|ilatc<l  fnicli  folly?"  enquired  Mr.  Morton 
{fai'y. 

"  Why  really,  uncle,  the  young  ladiee  do 
make  mch  lore  to  me,  and  my  such  things, 
that  I  am  obliged  to  make  thi«  pruvieo." 

"  What  younw  Indies?— and  what  do  tJicy 
ray?"  a»kfd  Mr.  Morton  smiling. 

"  CHi.  undo  I  spare  my  bluehce ;  and  aek 
no  more.  Bceidva,  it  wouh)  not  be  generous 
to  repeat  naraes  and  wotde." 

impudent     yonng     coxcomb  V 
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claimed  bis  tincte,  alukiiig  his  stick  at  him. 
"  Your  time  will  comt-  ont  of  these  davd,  and 
then  you  will  Ik-  s^hii^  and  aontunentai  like 
otbt-T  siHy  loTcra." 

"  Waa  my  uuclc  very  sigh-a-way,  imd  wn- 
timeotal,  and  eilly  ?''  aakcd  Delaval  tumiiij;  in 
his  aunt 

"  You  are  a  very  im|icrtincnt  boy,"  repUed 
Mra,  Morton ;  "  nod  need  to  lie  jilted  to  make 
yuu  Diore  humbl«." 

"  .Tilted  !"  repeated  Delaval,  as  if  the  dung 
were  iiupoa^ble.  "  What  day  am  I  to  start 
on  fhift  Nortli  Western  expeditions  The 
aooaer  the  more  pleoeing  and  eomplimenlary  to 
the  yoting  lady  1  should  think." 

*'  Juit  so.     Can   yon   be   ready  by    'ITiurs- 

"  I  would  nitber  have  it  Wednwday,  and 
then  I  shall  gel  handsomely  out  of  the  archery 
mcvttn^  at  Totshill — a  lea  mtlvs  ride  or  drive, 
and    iln^n    ten   houn  of  laying    archer    and 
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■gvMBblo  M  a  troublv  wliioli  I  would  ttladly 
avoid." 

"  I  don't  kuuw  wliut  iit  come  to  the  young 
men  of  tlw  present  tUy.  They  talk  of  fivery 
thing  ii^iviiif;  tlieui  trouble,  and  causing  latigiM 
It  wim  iwt  BO  wlieii  I  was  a  youth,"  obeerv«t) 
Mr.  Morton,  who  vena  very  active  for  \a» 
age. 

"<  4f/Ali)  sir,  tlie  young  men  of  ibe  present  day 
ut  sadly  dc^neiate.  They  can  coly  dhok  two 
liotdea  instead  of  five — hunt  tlircc  dnys  in  the 
week  instead  of  six — and  wnik  upstairs  instead 
iif  being  carried.  It  vra»  not  bo  in  the  good  old 
tiiueA,"  replied  Dclaval  gra\-«ly,  ehidtiitg  hid 
liewL 

ii"Ohl  tlw  vanity  aud  presumption  of  n 
puppy  not  nine  duys  old,"  exclaimed  Mr. 
Morton  good  humourcdiy.  "  The  young 
always  think  themselves  wiwr  than  ibeir 
eldera.'!  :      >  < 

'^  And  tbeir  eklora  never  return  tbc  compli- 
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nitrnt," '  s^  Delaval  with  n  quiet  nuilu. 
"  Then  Wed nciMlHy  inoming  I  depart,  aunt: 
b»I  you  muM  ^end  tlie  ol<l  l)on.<>ekeeper  to  play 
propriety:  I  ani  very  pnrliciiW  at>out  the 
proprieties,  and  could  not  tnut  myself  witli 
the  young  liwly  alone.  What  would  Mw. 
Gruody  say  ?" 

**  Her  own  aen'ant,  who  hiu<  Iweii  with  her 
for  years,  will  accompany  her,  w  your  love  of 
dcooriiin  will  not  lie  lOiockftiL" 

"  Oh  t  very  well :  then  I  will  go  and  moralize 
in  the  chtireh  j*ard  k  la  Hamlet,  that  1  may  be 
grave  enough  to  become  her  escort." 

Any  other  young  roan  of  twenty  whoec 
thoughts  were  not  fully  occupied  with  hunting, 
shooting,  yachting,  rac-ing,  or  cricketing,  might 
have  exj^endMl  Eome  little  time  in  speculating 
on  tltc  mind,  luanncn,  and  appcnnmiv;  M'  the 
yoting  girl  toward.-)  whom  hi;  waa  to  enact  the 
eitT^ltert  semtUi- ;  liut  not  »o  Morton  Delaval. 
She  waa  a  wonum,  and  therefore  he  would  be 
polite  to  her: — bhc  was  in  sorrow,  and  there- 
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Ar  he  woold  be  kind  to  ber ;— but  wttrtlter 
she  wwe  Dgfy  or  pretty,  ally  or  pkrcr,  hf 
Derergsng  htnadf  the  trooble  to  cDi]uire  or 
m—liiitr,  Ihoagfa  the  id«a  did  come  acrow  hua 
oa  two  occMJon*,  tbsi  if  the  wen  veiy  rest- 
iem,  or  vt>7'  uUtative,  ur  my  erigtaMte,  her 
rerijuuce  u  Mortan  Purk  might  tDterim  with 
hie  Io*e  of  «Me ;  but  u  lie  rwely  iu)dci|nl«d 
evil,  ereo  tbid  tdeii  gaire  biro  little  ooDoem. 

Hv  kiesvd  hu  uint*  Bbook  hands  with  hie 
uode,  «eiiled  himself  oooilbrtahly  in  the  oomer 
oT  tike  ouTHigi^  upened  a  new  poem,  and  in 
due  time  reached  Liverpooi  vithout  any  adven- 
ture, or  misadrentore,  Adams  haviag  paid  all 
(be  tuniiukes  and  {XMtliuy^  ianied  all  ordciv, 
and  «cvn  them  ulH-yud.  so  that  his  young 
master  vras  aoi  troubled  by  disoomfort  or  com- 
plaim. 

The  captain's  lady  was  quiet,  nnd  did  nut 
aay  more  than  ws«  uvcdiul— Clara  LutttvU 
tbidcly  veiled  and  weeping  bitterly  wa*  haiHled 
to  the  carriage  at  the  »p|>oiulcd  tiuu. — i 
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Dejftval  stepped  in  anui:  ti«r — Adiuiu  closed 
the  door — took  Ida  scat  beaid«  tiio  Caaadian- 
maid— nnd  Uie  britsclm  drove  off. 

Touched  hy  his  eoDi|Muiioit'e  grief,  Morton 
made  suae  lew  iuefil'Ctuid  nlbsuipts  to  coosole 
her ;  but  thwigh  h«r  lo»c«  were  geotle,  her 
maimer,  if  not  her  n-ords,  no  plainly  iudicatud 
ber  wiah,  to  homely  tcnn»,  to  be  let  alone,  that 
he  nettletl  hiioMlf  in  bu  own  corner,  with  his 
own  book,  only  ynyinf^  her  the  needful  cour- 
tesies when  they  alighted ;  and  dciinly  courteeies 
they  were  tltat  she  required  at  his  hands,  tor, 
complaining  of  fatigue,  she  declined  joining 

him   at   their  Ute  dinner  at where  they 

stopped  for  the  night,  and  took  lier  breakfast 
the  next  morning  in  her  own  apartment,  to 
that  a  pafiaing  glance  of  her  features  as  sliu 
raised  her  veil  for  one  moment  wne  all  tlw 
knowledge  he  had  obtained  of  the  poor 
moumer'ii  faoc  or  inincL 

"  Adftind  is  a  diamond  of  a  trarcUuig  servant, 
nod  Mm  Xiattrell  a  peatl  of  trareUiog  com- 
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panioo*:— 1))«  lint  nres  trouble,  uul  Uio  but 
l^ve*  oonc,"  thought  ^lorion  IVJanU,  m  tbe 
britMht  pMMd  throogh  the  gxtrs  into  Mcttai 
I^u-k.  "  ijbeu  no  bcuitT.  that  is  certain.  >N1iii« 
ebeelb',  red  eye«,  thick  Ujm  uul  duw  ;  soucthing 
like  Ml  tAd  b'rench  rabbit,  but  she  keeps  her  veil 
down  And  ilaca  not  tnlk.  Sutne  women  woulil 
hare  worried  mc  into  a  aki^t-tun,  asking  i)iK«- 
tious  eT«r]r  minute.  Who  livc«  here  i"  andwko 
lires  there?  where  due?  this  rond  lead  to?  and 
Lt  that  a  church,  or  a  bnm  ?  the  tea,  or  a 
mist?  and  arc  you  iturc  tbu  horvee  arc  qui«t? 
8bc  did  not  even  onoc  enquire  liow  nuiny  milvs 
we  had  travelled,  tJioiigh  site  had  never  been 
ibe  road  before,  nnd  never  started  forward  to 
Ivok  at  any  thing.  Site  i»  cvrtainly  a  pearl  of 
a  travelling  ooDi|Kiiiioii ;  but  1  am  glad  it  ia 
done.  1  t>up]w»e  I  luuat  say  something  civil 
now." 

''  You  arc  at  your  journey 'b  end,  Miea  Lnit- 
rell ;  this  Ls  Morton  Park." 

The  youi^  lady  only  bowed  her  thanks  fur 
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the  infommtioo ;  hut  nhe  twiit  lorn  nnl  Tor » 
moment  as  if  u>  liwk  ul  her  future  rmtdukou, 
porbajM  grounding  her  jodgnsnt  of  hor  mo- 
tHcr's  friend  on  wlut  the  «vr,  tJicn  elnkit^ 
back  again  applie<l  the  Imndkt'rcliivf  Ui  livr 
ejvt, 

'*  It  M  ■  ilull  (Inr,  iumI  I  fuar  yon  think  the 
tiJd  houttc  look«  ould  and  glogmy;  but  it  ia 
cheerful  willitn,  and  n  warmer,  kinder  hpart 
than  ray  good  nuni's  never  bent  in  human 
bosoin.  You  feel  that  you  are  coming  auunif; 
stntngi-nf — you  should  rather  fi-el  that  you  arc 
coining  among  friends,  who  vili  do  all  they 
can  to  ntakc  you  foi^t  tliv  wimiwv  of  the 
past,  in  the  huppinr«s  of  the  pre^nt,"  said 
Dclavul  gently,  divinii^  ber  thtxighti*  and 
replying  to  iheni. 

There  waci  bo  much  gcnuiao  pity  in  the  boA 
tonvM  of  the  speaker — something  »o  like  the 
qtiiel  MHithing  of  an  afiectionntc  brother,  that 
Clam  turned  lownrds  him  with  n  look  nnd 
nio^-vmeni   of  confidence,     ^te  ack»owlc«^;cd 
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hiu  on  tho  instant  as  a  kind,  tlwt^i  <iuict 
protector,  thia  Tcry  quietodc  confinniug  h«r 
reUance.  Shy  and  timid,  a  mure  ardent  iuodrit 
would  have  startlt-d,  and  perfaajM  aUnned 
Iwr. 

•'  You  arc  kind— very  kind  to  say  ihifl,"  ahe 
refJied  in  fiiltvriog  accents;  "  but  Mre.  Moi^ 
ton  b  a  ^imoger." 

*'  Believe  mv  you  will  ccaee  to  think  »o  after 
itbe  ha»  uncc  spoken.  To  know  ber,  is  to  love 
ber :  you  cannot  do  otherwise." 

**  I  have  no  doubt  of  h«r  goodness ;  bat  I 
seem  forced  upon  tier,"  M>d  iIm;  weeping 
prL 

"  Have  no  such  tliought;  your  proi^ence 
H-tll  conmie  her  when  I  return  to  Oxford,  and 
you  will  aoon  learn  to  love  hor  dearly,  as  she 
ilties  you  alrmdy  for  the  sake  of  her  early 
Iricnd." 

'•  And  Mr.  Morton?'"  asked  CUra  timidly. 

"  Ii  a  fitting  husband  for  my  aont ;  and  tme 
wliuDi  you  will  soon  leoru   to    rcgar^  as  a 
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lArant :  and  as  for  nte,  I  hopo  you  do  not 
doubt  ray  wi«h  to  mako  yuu  Itappy;  though  I 
8n>-  but  littlo,  nod  on  ukmi  occiwioiiK,  I  fenr, 
doloM." 

"  Oh,  tio !  I  do  not  doubt  you."  aud  Clara 
wmply,  M  if  she  bad  known  him  for  yeor^ 

If  Delaral  folc  inclined  to  eniite  at  this 
luihv  adniUston,  the  aniile  was  eupprcsBed>  and 
tb«  care  with  wlucli  he  Imndcd  bcr  from  the 
carriage,  the  kindneas  with  which  he  supported 
her  acroM  the  ludl,  flootfaiog  her  fettni  by 
cheering  nwuranmis  w«re  fully  eutficivot  to 
justify  her  confidence 

Mrs.  ilorton  received  her  with  o[>Gn  arms 
as  a  daughter;  and  aa  the  destitute  cn^jhan 
wept  on  her  bosom,  she  felt  that  she  had  found 
H  second  mother,  whilst  the  cordial,  kindly 
j^veting  of  Mr.  Morton  set  her  fear«  com- 
pletely at  rc»t. 

That  evening  wan  spent  in  Iter  dmuing 
room,  for  fatigue  and  anxiety  had  l>een  too 
much  for  her   fii^le   frame,   and   when   she 


144 


TBB  BXPSCTAXTi 


qipeaKd  M  tlw  breftk£ut  table  on  tbc  outrnnr, 
though  DeUrftl  was  stnick  with  her  geotle 
wamitaem,  and  pecalkrly  miuical  roioe,  he 
cooudrivd  hie  tiaety  jadgment  of  ber  fcanuw 
(o  lie  quite  correct* 

"  Thank  goodneM  she  ie  no  beaut;,  or  ebe 
would  be  kiokit^  for  ooatpUment  sod  attend- 
ance ;  ae  it  b,  1  can  be  sUently  civil  wiiboat 
danger,  and  Iter  quiet  trw>ttiig  ouuuier  is  M 
like  the  unexacttiig  manner  of  a  eistcr,  wo 
diffbrrnt  fruni  the  flippaiMif  or  forwanlneM  ol 
many  f  Min<{  ladiee,  that  it  i»  quite  refrcahing 
to  be  in  her  society,"  thought  Morton  Dctaral : 
und  thinking  thus,  his  quiet  brotherly  atten- 
tions became  more  frequent  every  day.  He 
did  not  talk  much,  talking  wa«  not  his  forte. 
iir  hi«  pleatfurc ;  but  when  be  did  addrcM  her 
it  itAf  in  kind  and  gentle  tonci<;  and  he  wae 
not  only  itlw»y«  ready  to  arrungc  the  cushiOQa 
siihI  footMtooI  of  her  ea«y  chair,  fur  she  wu 
f^rill  an  invalid;  but  he  would  lend  her  hi« 
arm  to  take  two  or  three  turnn  un  the  terrace 
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iukI  ooCMsiolMlly  TVMVUl  h«r  vriUi  a  buiuiuet  of 
Ute  d)oic«et  llowor*  Im  c<>u1<1  BtxL  8)>e  nerer 
aakml  hint  tu  brin*;,  or  to  cxphuii  thiit,  tltat,  or 
the  other — ibe  ocvor  ton»e(l  biiu  with  <|ue»- 
tions,  touching  GOttciwlogy,  im>oI<^.  phreno- 
logy,  or  any  other  of  the  ologks — eho  never 
naked  him  to  hold  Iter  ulko,  or  her  Geruuin 
wools ;  Itut  tJicrc  »l)e  wit  jnticnt  and  <(aiel, 
Oiankful  fur  anr  att«Dtian^,  but  never  require 
ing  liuinage ;  fipoktng  when  ajmken  U> — aiuil- 
ii^  when  euiikf)  on— in  short,  «he  was  the 
T«rj  pearl  uf  vt^itora,  m  weU  •»  tlie  pearl  of' 
travelling  ooinpniiioiiit,  unil  there  neithvr  vra» 
nor  ev«r  oould  be  the  slightest  teiu-  tlukt  she 
vottUl  make  love  to  him,  or  expect  him  to 
make  love  to  lier: — she  wm  as  fund  of  pcucv 
and  quiet  as  hiuueir 

"  Farewell,  Mi«i  LuUrcil ;  I  hope  to  find 
jrou  ill  perfect  heald)  oil  mj  rcturoi"  said 
Dclnviil  shaking  luiiids  wiili  the  invalid  ere  he 
took  his  departure  on  a  brief  visit  to  sonio 
iriend^  at  the  other  end  uf  the  ooun^. 

VOL.    I.  H 
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"  I  Uiuiiglit  yuu  dii]  not  like  young  ladies  in 
robust  health,**  remarked  Mr.  MortoD. 

"  Nor  do  I,  they  arc  too  energetic  for  me, 
and  expect  roe  to  perform  feats  in  the  way  of 
walking  and  dancing  which  should  only  be 
extorted  from  a  Barclay  or  a  rope  dancer ;  but 
I  will  allow  Miss  Luttrell  to  stroll  to  the  end 
of  the  alirubbery,  instead  of  only  to  the  end  of 
the  lerroee:." 

«  And  no  further,  Morton?" 

"  Not  unless  she  can  dispense  with  my  at- 
tendaDCO.  I  hate  to  be  dragged  out  for  a  Iodj: 
walk,  or  a  country  scminble ;  such  tilings  may 
bcnufit  shoemakers,  but  nobody  else." 

"  I  ain  afraid  you  are  getling  a  puppy,  or  a 
dandy,  or  an  exquisite,  or  whatever  may  be 
the  fashionable  term,"  obsen-ed  Mrs.  Morton. 
"Do  yon,  aunt?  There  is  a  fee  to  induce 
yon  to  ^ve  a  more  favorable  judgment,"  aaH 
Dvhival,  stopping  lier  moutli  with  a  km. 

"  You  arc  a  very  impertinent  boy,"  replied 
the  old  kdy  laughing.  •'  When  do  you  return  'i" 
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"  Aa  soOD  06  I  can.  The  MMrfchaim  ore 
all  in  too  strong  healtb  to  please  me — they 
would  walk  aad  talk  me  to  death  in  a  month. 
(Joodbye." 
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CHAPTER  V. 


Within  tlic  fortniglit  Morton  Delnral  rcturucd, 
luid  vin»  ciinlting  nwny  with  lii«  aunt  as  he 
never  dintted  away  to  any  one  et«c. 

"  I  eee  tliat  you  arc  wcU — yoa  say  Uiat  my 
uncle  U  well ;  and  the  old  butler  aseurecl  rue 
that  all  were  well :  but  where  is  Mies  Luttrell  ? 
I  h»ve  been  talking  ecnndal  to  you  tliia  balT 
hour,  yet  her  ca»y  chiur  w  otill  unoccupied." 

"  She  is  n  great  deal  belter;  indeed,  I 
might  ahnMt  sny  well,  <)itite  n  different 
creature;  but  you  need  not  be  lUurmcd,  she 
cannot  walk  Iwyond  the  ehrubbcry  yet.     Sbe 
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lc(V  the  drawing-room  witli  the  intention  of 
wriiiug  a  letter." 

*^  If  to  a  young  lady  of  her  own  age  tliat 
U  u  three  hours'  aiiair,  I  know.  1  wonder 
how  wimten  can  write  such  long  lettcm!  I 
find  it  trouble  enouf^h  to  line  out  a  iMgc." 

"  Yet,  your  letters  to  mc  are  of  a  loleralilc 
lengtlL" 

**  You  are  not  n  youof;  lady,  my  dear  aunt  -, 
aud  think." 

"  Ko,  only  an  old  one.  But  what  liave 
you  there?"  asked  Mrs.  Morton,  glandng  at 
atHiietluDg  which  the  servant  brought  in  at 
tl»e  moineul. 

"  A  nuw  flower  for  Misa  Luttrcll.  ^Viiciu 
Morkain  insisted  on  my  takii^  it,  uid  Aduin« 
has  looked  after  it  during  the  journey,  ji*>  tt 
had  been  no  inconvenience  to  me,"  he  added, 
meeting  hifi  aunt'it  look  of  surprim;,  hi  hie 
cucumbering  himself  with  a  ]>hiul.  "  liut 
there  iit  my  uncle,  I  itce ;  ao  no  more  cvandal 
for  the  present" 
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Mrs.  Mortou  watched  her  nephew  an  he 
stepped  out  of  the  window  and  joined  her 
hu«l>ai)d  on  the  Uwn,  and  never  were  features 
BK>re  expre«Mve  of  geatle  affection  and  imn- 
(luil  happioeas. 

The  ancle  and  nephew  stood  t^onverein}; 
togctlior  for  sereral  minutes,  till  the  Ibrmcr 
was  called  away  to  another  part  of  the  garden 
to  give  orders,  and  the  former  turned  a^n 
towards  the  house. 

"  Ah  1  that  ifl  right,  Morton  ;  don't  come 
with  me,  for  you  hate  coiiiiultatione  and 
nlbcnttione.  Go  nnd  t«ll  Clara  how  ninch 
hotter  «ho  looks ;  slie  ha«  come  out  on  the 
tcrmcc  on  inirpoae  to  give  you  the  o^ior- 
tunity." 

Dclaval  looked  in  the  direction  pointed  imt. 
A  female  figure  wa^  standing  on  ihc  etone 
terrace,  just  at  the  head  of  the  Irnxul  flight 
of  steps  which  led  down  into  the  g»nlcn 
below.  The  fragile  form  conyeyed  the  idea 
uf  delicate   health,   but   as  she  bent  slightly 
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fwrwon],  reeling  one  imoyty  tumd  uii  tlie 
bnJustrade  bc£i<lv  hvr,  ehe  wmtcd  the  ttrry 
tieiiu  id«ni  of  airy  grucv.  The  cjch  of  a  mttt, 
light  liluc,  were  fixed  on  Detavnl,  with  u 
gentle,  oonfiding  gaze;  and  eilken  cvAf  of  n 
golden  tinge  fell  round  a  fiwc  ot'  ulaicwt 
anguliti  trcauty  and  cocprceeion.  'Du;  citeelu 
were  tinlexl  with  ttie  delicate  hue  of  the  china 
rose,  whilst  the  alaluister  throat  wt  off  hv  her 
niouraing  dresa,  seemed  of  an  almost  dazzling 
fiumeee,  sct'ii  in  the  ray§  of  a  July  auu  thai 
were  streaming  full  upon  her.  Her  eituatian 
— her  attilnde,  were  Blrikingly  picturesque, 
though  perfectly  unstudied  ;  and  hod  her  dress 
been  of  white,  and  of  a  more  ury  texture,  a 

startled  spectator  might  have  been  cxcuiied 
for  tnietaking  her  for  a  being  of  another 
world. 

CouM  this  be  Clara  Luttrell  ?— the  ailent, 
lietleM  invalid  with  the  white  cheeks,  and 
the  red  eyes,  and  tlie  thick  nom;  luid  lips, 
whom  he  be  had  likened  to  an  old  French 
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rabbit  ?  Never  boU  he  seen  more  nulinnt.  yet 
touching  lovclinesB.  It  was  tho  pcrfecUoa  o^ 
tranquil,  iunocvut,  altnost  cherub  beauty. 

Deluvnl  gazni  upon  her  ia  queetii>ning  »ur- 
prisc,  then  catcbiiig  ber  confiding  emile,  wbidi 
could  not  be  mietakeii,  ho  sprang  up  tlK 
steps  to  meet  her  witli  an  animation  which 
he  rarely  exbibitcil.  UtuX  it  been  a  thuueand 
HtC]U  inrtuul  of  ten  he-  would  not  have  tliuii^^ht 
uf  the  trouble,  thuu<;h  liu  might  of  the  delay, 
vrv  he  could  i<taud  by  the  side  of  the  beautiful 
Canadian. 

"  I  declare  my  belief  in  fairies  from  tbU 
d«y.  tSonic  beneficent  being  hm  touched  you 
with  her  wand  during  iny  absence — I  8can»ly 
rvcogniavd  you.  Well  migbt  my  aunt  aiwert 
that  you  were  a  different  creature,  though  I 
gnud  little  heed  to  her  words  nt  tho  time." 
cried  Dclnval  warmly,  hia  looks  exprewiing 
his  wonder  and  ndniiration  as  he  »hnok 
hands. 

"  Yee,   I  au  quite  a   differeat    creature ; 
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mj  ootd  is  quite  ^onc,  and  I  ant  much  lietter 
— much  stronger." 

"  Aiul  much  liap)>ii:r  I  Iioj^e,"  added  Mortua 
with  feeling. 

**  Yea,  and  much  happier ;  all  are  wj  kind^ 
80  very  kind,"  she  replied:  and  her  eilver 
tonoa  sank  deep  into  the  heart  of  bcr  hearer, 
fOT  the  grateful  look  which  rested  on  hiineelf 
told  that  bo  was  included  among  the  all. 
"  I  must  foi;gct  tltc  jmet,"  she  ndded  ia  a 
utelaochol;  tone,  looking  down  nhruptly,  and 
leaving  the  sentence  unfinished,  aware  Uiat 
her  voice  was  faltering. 

"  We  will  think  only  of  the  present— the 
happy  preecnt,"  replied  DeLival  quickly. 

If  he  had  admired  her  mdiant  beauty  when 
greeted  by  her  smile,  he  was    more    deeply 
H    touched    by   tlie    suddon   suddcning    of   that 
beauty,  and  the  tears  which  filled  her  eyes. 

"  1  ain  jealous,  envious ;    vexed  that  yoa 
•bould  hnvc    grown  bo  much  belter    during 
_     my  nbtfencc,"  he  continued,  anxious  to  chai^je 
M 
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Ihe  correDt  of  her  thoughts.  "  You  wlU 
d««pi«c  mv  afflstonce  Dovr,  and  ran  oft  to  the 
shrnbbcry  alone." 

"  Ob,  no  1  I  would  not  go  beyond  tlie  flon-vr 
garden  till  you  coine  back." 

It  vriu  not  in  tlu!  nature  of  mOTtal  niau  tu 
hear  sucli  a  natvt  confession  from  one  so  lo^t:!; 
iinnioved ;  lud  Morton  Delaval  was  fax  Iron 
l>eiDg  as  oold  and  indolent  us  lie  believed  him- 
«clf  to  be.  Hia  cheek  glowed,  bia  eye  kindltd ; 
luid  the  gvntlo  giri  tuntud  with  a  deepened 
blooui  from  bU  look  of  ardent  gratitude 

*'  1  will  bvar  witncae  to  tfaat,"  «aid  Mn. 
Morton,  who  joined  tlKnt  at  the  moment. 
"  .Vnd  tli«  dear  child  haa  had  no  walk  at  all 
lo-day." 

•*  You  wailed  for  nie,"  w)ti*i>e]vd  tlie  grati- 
fied Delaval.  "  Xiean  on  ui«,  and  we  will  ex- 
plore the  abrubbery." 

"  Stop,"  *wd  .Mr«.  Morton.  "  Pow  Clam 
Ims  no  bonnet,  you  fiirfret." 

"  Kvery  thing    l>ul  l»cr  amended    health," 
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wwwered  h«r  nephew,  tilfwiii;;  llie  Mentciicv, 
yet  still  retaining  tti«  hun<)  wliidi  Itc  IukI  ilniwii 
wiUiia  his  arm. 

"  Mj  bonnet  ia  only  in  ihc  library ;  I  will 
bring  it  in  a  moroentf"  said  Clara  bluvhing. 

"  I  will  seek  it,"  exclninicd  Duliivnl  csgi^-ly, 
bounding  along  the  torraco  tuwaixht  tlic  libruy 
wiodow,  which  also  looked  out  on  tlic  flower 
garden. 

JlrsL  Morton  nindc  no  remark,  but  a  smile 
pbyed  round  her  mouth  as  she  niarkod  her 
nephew's  unuiiua]  alacrity. 

He  was  back  in  a  tninutv  with  BcarC,  bonnet, 
and  glovee,  all  of  which  he  held  very  patiently 
till  Clani  was  equipped,  even  lending  hia  aid  in 
tb«  adjuettnent  of  the  former. 

"  I  declare  one  would  think  you  had  been  a 
hidy'e  man  thcec  ten  years,  you  are  ao  Imudy  in 
the  office,"  said  Mr&  Morton  good  humoiin.'dly, 
as  Delaval  onoc  more  offering  hia  arm  to  his 
companion  led  her  down  the  stcjra^ 

"  I  6haU  have   some  fun  with  that   yoimg 


IM 


Tne  BXPBCTAKT. 


puppj  jet,"  ob«erve<I  Mr.  Morton,  who  faad 
met  Uk  youUiliil  couple  on  tlieir  wny  to  the 
shrabbery,  "  only  we  must  take  care  not 
to  taugb  too  soon,  before  he  ie  fiurij  taken 
in." 

"  I  hope  it  will  prove  ae  jou  nispect,  dij* 
(Ivar,  for  Clara  is  a  sweet.  afTcc-tionalc  giri; 
and  I  hare  been  too  happy  as  a  wife  mj-Eelf 
not  to  be  an  advocate  for  matrimony." 

"  If  CLxnt  tuni  out  such  a  wife  u  you, 
Dclnval  will  bv  a  ludcy  follow.  Thirty  ycure 
of  wedded  bappin€i>»  witliout  a  diim^recmciit 
(]oe«  not  fall  to  the  lot  of  many.  Let  lu  take 
It  rtlnill  OS  well  as  tlic  young  onc«,"  rrpliod  Mr. 
Morton,  drawing  her  arm  uflectionately  witliin 
his,  "  If  we  can't  make  love  like  boy  and 
girt,  talking  nonsense  about  hearts,  and  dart^, 
and  all  that  aort  of  thing,  we  can  still  fee) 
liappy  in  each  other's  company,  nnd  tlint  i* 
iw>re  than  all  married  (bike  can  say.  We  have 
calktl  ourselves  old  fur  the  hu»t  ten  year* 
tlHiugh  wo  are  neither  of  u«  Bcventy ;  but,  lor 
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mj  part,  I  think  I  grow  younger  every  year. 
I^nquil  knppineM  is  tlie  elixir  of  Uie." 

'•  "Which  way  are  you  go'uig?"  aakcxl  C'Inra 
LiittreU  ftA  Uiey  were  cros^ng  Uie  lawn. 

"  Will  you  not  trust  to  my  guidance  ?"  said 
Morton  witli  a  voice  whose  deep  intonatioit 
showed  nuy  tiling  but  indifference. 

"  Ever,"  replied  Clara  softly. 

"  Vou  shall  never  have  cause  to  regret  lhi« 
reliance — I  will  guide  you  into  pleasant  paths." 

"  I  am  sure  yon  will,"  answered  Clara  siuiply, 
yet  earnestly. 

Delaval  made  do  reply,  but  a  new  fceliug 
»pnuig  up  within  his  heart  Lovely  as  Oitm 
Lutircll  wa»,  and  there  were  few  more  lovely 
upon  earth,  though  iwinc  might  have  preferred 
»  different  style  of  hcuuty,  it  is  probable  ttmt 
had  Dclaval  met  her  in  »ocicty,  Le  might  have 
thought  of  her  only  as  of  any  other  heniitiful 
girl,  and  never  given  himself  tlie  troiiMc  to 
pay  her  more  thau  the  coninioii  politenes* 
vhidi  be  hold  to  be  every  woioauV  due ;  «r 
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hod  ebe  thown  thiit  doniit!  to  attmct  hi» 
attention,  wliich  hiul  awiikpncd  his  coiitein|kt 
for  Felicia  Medlycott  and  ittliers,  n  few  pretty 
speeches  when  compelled  to  talk,  and  tJte 
support  of  hia  arm  when  com|>clle(l  to  ofler  it, 
wuiiM  liavc  been  tlic  extent  of  hie  scrTtces; 
liut  he  litid  met  Clam  Liittrell  in  Borrow  and 
Kecluuoii — slic  ImuI  never  sought  to  cngroM  his 
cotivormtion  or  his  time,  tJiough  ev«r  gmt<-ful 
for  kind  w»r(l8,  or  [loUtc  atteatioiie ;  and  thv 
ainiple  franknees  with  which  ohc  avowed  hwr 
tnut  and  conlidotice  wa<!  not  to  be  eonfouoded, 
even  by  the  most  unobscn-nut.  with  th«  forward- 
ueti  of  flirts  and  forttmo  hunten. 

i'nuscd  to  the  world — uneonsdous  of  its 
echcuiu«— u&tnunmcllvd  hy  Ite  petty  fbmw,  and 
the  dread  of  its  ecneure,  her  thoughts  were 
pure,  licr  words  were  true,  and  it  was  a  delight 
whieli  Morton  had  never  before  experienced — 
to  feel  sMiired  that  he  was  eiitccnted  and 
trusted,  not  as  thv  iM'Ir  of  Morton  I'vk — the 
exjtectnnt  of  great  wealth — but  on  account  of 
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penoul  virtnce  and  ciiutliliaitiuits. 
Reodered  from  his  grot  vx|>t:ctHt)0»)<  awn 
suspicioua  of  feiuftle  Rnltvrk'n,  mtd  fcituiK'nili'v, 
than  his  experi«iic«  wu-imnted,  for  Swum  EmK- 
Itope  and  otiiera  aliould  luive  redeemnl  tlitrir 
aex  in  hU  ojnDion,  W)  Cliuw  Liittrcll  bevn  at- 
lovely  wlien  he  first  met  lier  as  uow  he  wntiUl 
have  been  upon  hb  guard,  but  n'ho  could  le»r 
beii^  won  to  u  tenderer  sencimcDt  than  pity 
by  the  eilcut,  aUow,  red  ey«d  invaUd  whuw 
love  was  with  the  dead,  whose  tears  were  e\er 
flowing,  and  who  received  hia  attentions  witJi 
the  same  grateful  quiet  confidence,  as  though 
be  had  been  an  old  woman  of  uxty,  insteatl  ol 
a  young  man  of  twenty. 

Others  possesaed  trf*  more  energy-  or  vanity 
might  have  been  piqued  by  this  seeming  indiffer- 
ence tobis  handsome  |>crsoti,m(.'nta]a<;<juiremcut^, 
and  promised  fortune;  bat  Morton,  Bat«d  witli 
adulation,  had  found  real  pleasure  in  ibe 
[lerfect  repoee  of  Clara's  manner,  and  her 
silent  Rcccptnnoc  of  his  attentions. 


Won  lo  pity  by  hor  quiet  sorrow — satiefiwl 
tJint  she  vraa,  nnd  ever  would  remaiu  a  fright, 
and  unatarmed  by  any  symptom  of  rjriffeiinfe, 
or  desire  to  tintter,  or  be  flattered,  liiat  iiitvn^t 
in  the  tnouruful  inviilid  lind  grown  <Iiiy  by  dsy, 
and  now  thnt  she  burst  ujwn  ]iiin  in  tbr 
radtaacc  of  licr  benuty  insicad  uf  feeling  n 
drend  of  being  taken  in,  as  hia  uncle  had  ex- 
pressed itf  he  only  gnzed  with  wonder  nnd 
admimtion  nn  the  fair  ga\  before  lilui,  rejoicing 
in  thi;  Uionght  that  to  his  kind  atlentioiiM 
might  tliia  happy  change  be  in  some  measure 
attiibutod: — her  umonded  health  aud  beauty 
were  partly  his  work. 

He  had  urged  her  coming  to  Morton  i*ark — 
he  hftd  brought  her  thither — he  had  sootlied 
her  fear  of  encountering  strangerH — he  had 
whvelvd  her  caey  chair  to  the  plcaumtcst  win- 
dow, and  phiced  her  footstool — he  had  eup> 
)>orted  her  on  the  terrace,  and  bade  her  take 
care  of  herself  during  bis  absence  :  ycx,  he  liad 
restored  her  to  health  and  bcuuty.     Xo  wonder 
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"  You  look  all  the  better  for  your  walk, 
Clam  ;  I  bLohIiI  recommend  euc-li  nnotbcT 
every  day,"  obacrvcd  Mr.  Mortoo  after  diiiner, 
epcaking  with  such  perfect  gravity,  that  both 
Morton  and  bia  fair  eompanion  never  suspected 
his  inward  chuckling. 

"  Yes,  I  am  a  great  deal  better,  the  nalk 
waa  K»  delightful,"  replied  Clura  frankly. 

"  I  thought  »o,  and  will  consign  you  for 
the  fiitiuv  to  Morton's  core,"  ob6en,-ed  her 
luMtt,  stooping  donn  to  pick  up  a  napkin,  or 
hide  a  smile  as  he  spoke. 

"  I  will  gladly  undertake  the  choige,^  said 
Delaval  with  unwonted  eagerness ;  but  no  cm- 
barruMmcnt. 

Mortou  was  ag»n  us  good  as  hit  word: 
day  after  day  <lid  he  walk  out,  an  the  old 
butler  tcrmod  it.  Clam  Luttrcll,  declining  id) 
invitations  to  go  abroad  on  llie  pica  of  a  slight 
indispoiitiuu  from  which  Mr.  Murtoii  wu« 
Kutk-ring,  which  euiid  iudisjwution  prevented 
all  {Murtiti*  at  home- 
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Uetnvft]  had  often  quitted  his  undo  when 
more  ailing  than  now,  for  in  trutii  there  wiu 
little  the  matter  vrith  him;  bnt  Mr.  Morton 
instead  of  preesing  him  to  do  bo,  ob  on  fottner 
oocoaions,  <mly  thanked  him  for  liis  attentions, 
keeping  his  mirthful  remarks  and  chocrfu) 
emtlvs  on  the  eubjvct  for  the  cntcrlaiamcnt  of 
hia  wife,  when  the  j-oui^  folks  bad  set  oft'  on 
their  diuly  rambtes,  which  rambles  grew  to  be 
BO  extended  thnt  it  was  evident  the  young 
|)uppy,  as  his  uncle  often  called  him,  had 
ceiwed  to  consider  long  walks  oa  unferainine, 
aud  only  profita,ble  to  ehoemakera. 

The«e  iflf^i'lete  wanderings  seemed  equally 
agreeable  to  youth  and  maiden ;  but  the  former, 
after  the  manner  of  man,  soon  began  to  require 
m««  Uian  had  contented  him  at  first. 
Then  he  was  satisfied  with  feeling  her 
hand  on  hie  arm,  aud  looking  into  her  sweet 
face;  but  after  a  while  he  longed  also  to  listen 
to  her  flUvor  tones.  The  voice  was  as  sweet  as 
the  &oe ;  and  he  who  bad  fonnerly  declared  it 
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to  be  too  munh  trouble  to  talk  began  to  "  dis- 
«>urec  mosi  exceeding  clotjiivutljr,"  in  tJie  liojie 
of  winn!ug  a  gentle  smile,  nnti  Itearing  those 
silver  tones  in  reply ;  or  he  would  turn  qucs- 
liuner  wvi  luk  her  of  Canudii,  n-mting  for  her 
oiiswei'^  with  the  cii^i'  nnxictjr  not  of  a  greedy 
]>olitician,  but  of  a  preux  cheoaiitr  of  old,  wbo 
cuiuited  himself  as  blessed  if  he  won  but  uiw 
approving  smile  and  word  from  his  fair  niistrew 
in  tlie  <\>iirse  of  a  iiiontli. 

But  woe  in  tue !  for  content  in  this  worid. 
'Clie  smile  and  tlic  wlver  tones  were  added  to 
the  resting  hand  and  confiding  took ;  and  yet 
the  gTas|mig,  unconscionable  Morton  wanted 
more — he  desired  to  hear  from  her  own  Up« 
that  the  smile,  and  the  ulvcr  tones,  and  the 
roflting  Iiand,  and  the  confiding  look  should  be 
granted  to  him  alone.  In  short,  l>e  waa  a 
lover ;  but  llie  feeling  had  come  upon  him  ho 
gradually  that  it  was  some  lime  l>eforc  he 
would  believe  tlie  fact.  There  had  been  nu 
rival  to  awaken  jealou»y — do  cliongiug  humour 


■mi  EXPKCTAJJT. 


IW 


in  liie  mbtress  to  piquo,  ov  jxiin,  ur  caiiM 
liim  fear,  for  Clara  was  ever  tbo  same  gentle, 
nflectiooate,  confiding  being :  luid  it  wu  only 
the  certainty  of  being  ehortly  called  on  to 
leave  her  tliat  roused  him  to  «  connction  of 
the  startling  fact  For  a  moment,  lie  trii-d  to 
disbelieve  it.  thvn  ceasing  all  further  o{>]>o«ition, 
surrendered  himself  to  the  hap[ty  hope  of  Iwing 
loved  again. 

"  In  ten  days  I  must  leave  you,"  ol»ervod 
Morton  abruptly,  as  be  and  Clara  were  saun- 
tering along  the  same  sbcltered  walk  <loivn 
which  he  had  led  her  for  the  first  time  on  tite 
day  of  his  return,  then  clotlied  in  the  rich,  full 
garb  of  summer,  now  fading,  but  fading 
brightly  with  the  varied  lint«  of  autumn,  for  it 
was  the  laHt  day  of  September;  and  a  few 
crisped  leaves  were  already  scattered  on  tlie 
n)i>itsy  turf. 

"  Are  you  going  away  7*  aakcl  Clara 
Mmoitly  and  mournfully. 

**Iniust  return  to  Oxford- -to  pursue  my 
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Studies — "  lie  ulded  ironical!)'.  "  I  shall  be 
far  ftwny ;  but  you  will  wand«r  )iere  alone,  or 
jierliape  with  anotlier,  and  more  highJjr  es- 
teemed compaiuon." 

"  I  will  never  «ct  foot  in  tliis  pntli  till  you 
come  bock,"  cried  CUra  quickly. 

"  BleM  you  for  those  words,  dear  Clam!" 
wbispcred  Morton  sofUy,  presoin^;  tlie  hjuid 
that  rest«d  m  xifuaX  on  his  arm.  "  But  wc  like 
to  linger  where  we  liave  walked  with  those 
whom  wc  love,"  he  continued  doubtingly,  with 
the  jealous  anxiety  of  a  timid  lover. 

"  If  those  we  love  arc  lost  to  us  for  ever,  or 
for  long  years ;  but  you  will  return  soon — will 
you  not?"  asked  Clara  earnestly,  unconscioiu 
at  the  instant  of  the  confession  implied  by  her 
words. 

"  Then  you  lore  mc^  Clara,"  cried  Morton 
impetuously. 

"  You  have  been  so  very  kind — J  shall  miss 
your  kiudo«««,"  stammered  the  blushiug  girl, 
tuiBiug  away. 
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"  Tou  will  only  miss  my  tdndneee,"  repeated 
Morton  is  a  diBappomted  tone. 

"lam  grateful — Tery  gnteful,"  faltered  poor 
CUnt  looking  down, 

"  Onteful  1"  be  repeated  again  with  grow- 
iag  irritation  and  impetuosity.  "  I  would  not 
oomix;!  you  to  gratitutli^  but  woo  you  to  lore. 
You  arc  silent.  Do  you  reject  my  sifTection  and 
■com  my  suit?" 

"  No.  No:  but  I  am  poor — a  beggar.  You 
should  not  speak  thus — I  should  not  listen.— 
What  will  Mrs.  Morton,  to  whom  I  owe  every 
thing,  say?" 

"  She  will  approve  of  my  dioice — she  will 
Mnctiou  my  hopes.  Is  it  only  this  fear  tliat 
loakcH  you  so  cold  ?  Turn  not  away,  dear 
Clara ;  »]>ciik  to  me — look  at  me.  Let  rae  see 
you  fliuile — let  me  hear  you  say  that  you  love 
me— tliat  you  will  be  mine.  Think  how  soon 
I  must  leave  you.  Send  me  not  away  with  a 
heovy  heart." 


"  Bat  you  will  comp  h«ik  shortly — will  rmi 
not  i"  talterod  the  tmobling  girl. 

"  Not  for  mora  litaa  two  manthi).  Coll  yuu 
tbat  »liurtly  ?  I  oount  it  on  age :  and  sn  would 
you  if  you  lovciL  Will  you  not  gnmt  tav  ^<ne 
word?— one  look?'' 

The iwonl  mid  t)ic  look  nerr.  gnmtcd— uMire 
words  wid  looks  weru  pmyed  fur,  and  nut  de- 
nied:— die  luvur'i'  Itutulu  and  rapcurcfl  wera 
not  rebuked — tk«  small  wbito  Itaud  rented  aguin 
on  hiti  arm,  though  witli  a  muri:  timid  touch : 
ami  wen  thv  oxactiag  Morton  atlength allowed 
hitmwlf  to  bo  ouQYinced  tltat  hia  own  dear 
CUra  loved  him  aa  )i«  loved  bei^-or  stune- 
thing  \ery  like  iL  If  lie  had  thought  her 
lieiiutiful  wlivn  vtaixling  on  tliv  tcrntoo  in  the 
gold«ii  ituidi}{Iit,  liow  ntucii  niurv  Uiaiitiful  did 
lie  think  livr  now  aa  she  hung  on  hk  ann. 
ti-emhiin};  luul  liluMliing,  witli  Icare  in  her  aofl. 
blue  oyuii,  but  joy  in  her  Iwatiu;;  liLttrt. 

81iv  had  not  saMi  a  great  dcid,  bii^  then  her 
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worda  though  few  said  »o  moeh.  And  her 
emilee  and  h«r  timid  glances — what  could  eijual 
cbem  ?  She  had  boco  perfect  as  a  tmvelLiDg 
cooipaDioD~perfcct  as  an  uiTAlid — and  now 
she  was  perfect  as  a  mistr»M; — in  sliort,  a 
perfect  piece  of  perfection,  at  Ivoat  in  the  cjes 
of  her  [over,  who,  in  spite  of  hia  love  of  ease, 
looked  at  that  momeot  ready,  like  knight- 
errant  of  old,  to  comlMt  with  any  and  all  who 
should  deny  her  being  the  mo«t  peeriees  of 
damsels. 

^lorton  Dclnrid  was  but  twcntv,  and  lorcd 
for  the  first  time  There  are  some  falsehoods 
BO  beautiful  that  we  love  them  better  than 
plainer  truths — there  are  some  dreams  oo 
entrancing  that  we  hate  those  who  awaken 
tw- 

•*  It  ia  done  T  exclaimed  Mr.  Morton,  draw- 
ing a  chiur  close  to  his  wife  as  ahe  sat  in  her 
farorite  sunny  window.  "  It  is  done  I  Morton 
and  Clara  are  making  love  as  last  as  they  can 
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in  tlie  »]ini1>1>or_Ti  and  now  1  inay  have  my 
jc8t  an(]  my  fun." 

•  I  am  very  glnd  to  hear  it,  my  dear.  May 
(hey  be  m  Imppy  m  wc  have  hcea  V  relied 
the  hind  old  lacly  with  swimming  cyca 

•'  Ay,  to  say  I,  good  wife ;  happier  they 
cannot  be,"  replied  Mr.  Morton,  taking  her 
haod  in  Ms,  and  looking  aflTeotionately  into  her 
cheei-fiil,  placid  face.  If  wrinkles  and  grey  hair* 
had  come  since  he  had  wooed  and  won  ber, 
yet  still  the  name  kind  hcnrl  wa.'i  Ihcrt — the 
aanic  calm,  cheering  smile.  They  had  grown 
old  in  yeai-B,  but  they  had  grown  old  together; 
and  were  stilt  one  in  mind,  in  hopce,  and 
fcan*.  If  one  should  be  taken  and  the  oUier 
left — what  a  void! — what  a  blank!  they  had 
clung  to  each  other  through  thirty  years— if 
one  Hhould  fall  how  eoidd  the  otlicr  stand 
alone? 

"  llow  do  you  know  tlu«,  my  dear  ?"  aaked 
Mn.  Morton,  returning  the  pre«stu<c  of  the 
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banil  tbat  i>till  held  bors,  nod  bending  on  her 
liu^band  the  sauie  loving  happy  look  which  »he 
bad  bent  upon  him  in  Iter  youtJi,  for  the 
oouree  of  tlior  married  life  had  been  blcseed 
with  peace  nod  joj : — no  aorrow  bad  conifi 
from  witliout — no  disagreement  had  come 
from  within. 

"  How  do  I  know  it,  Margaret?— why  by 
the  evidence  of  my  own  eyea  and  cok,  I  saw 
them  coming  a»  1  was  on  my  way  to  pre 
ordere  to  the  woodman,  and  )<tcp)>cd  aside. 
They  never  Mtw  me,  and  hud  I  stood  in  their 
path  would  have  widked  over  mc,  and  never 
found  it  out-  Do  you  suppose  I  have  for- 
gotten how  mitidi<  iiru  wuocd  and  won,  because 
I  have  grown  old?  Grown  old? — lam  not 
grown  old ;  be  lice  who  euya  it.  I  am  grown 
young  B^;iuu  at  tJie  thought  of  a  wedding,  and 
could  woo  you  over  again.  What  eay  you, 
Margaret?  Shall  I  make  love  to  you  aa  in 
former  day*  f 
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or  left,  1)at  Dttlavul  «nl«i%d  the  room  alone, 
aikI  that  witli  n  dotilxfiil  look.  CUira  wiu<  pjiw 
^^i  her  cimrober  to  compuHC  h«r  niiHcd  v]iiriM, 
iind  Morton,  the  hnppy,  Hhk  cxultioff  iovcr. 
now  thnt  his  fiitc  was  (o  be  [lut  u>  tlw  trial, 
bc^an  to  fear  lest  the  Inrgc  expeelutioni^  wbicb 
had  hitlierto  intule  hid  eounc  so  sniootlt,  sliuuld 
now  prove  n  bur  to  lii<<  hopc«.  His  nncJv  and 
nuiit  miglit  require  the  li«ir  of  Morton  Pmrk  to 
w-(h]  u  Uuljr  of  nmk  untl  wcultb.  Such  things 
IiikI  \ie.Gn — such  thiugs  mi{^h(  be  a^ia.  ClarB 
had  rni.sed  the  doubt  wliiah  had  iilii)o«it  mounted 
In  II  tear,  though  be  Itad  refused  to  listen  to 
such  an  objection  from  h«r  lips ;  and  hence  his 
hesitating  siep  and  eiiibnrnMMKl  manner. 

"  If  j^oa  do  not  expect  any  vcrv  pnnicular 
good  lo  accrue  to  yourself,  my  dear  Morton, 
or  any  other  of  the  human  mco  from  furling 
t)ie  leaven  of  that  book,  I  would  rather  you 
demsted  from  the  occupation,  as  it  may  injure 
the  binding,  and  lool>-8  like  the  irielt  of  one 
optii-cMod   with   a  Benac    of   guilt   or  «haine. 
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whtditif  ootuw  i-annot  1>o  your  )ircdkanieni," 
oW-rtixl  Ale  Moruu)  wiUi  ae  acveie  a  gnivity 
m  be  OMild  ixmuiwukL 

,"  Ob,  c«i1jui)ly  I  «ir,~  n;|>lii:(l  Dokval  ix>l»ui^ 
u^  highly.  |mlUiig<]uwD  Uic  book  uii  div  lu|( 
of  an  inkHtand,  uad  tcuiiii{{  biick  in  Uiv  inuy 
thair  iato  which  be  had  sunk  on  his  ctitruncv. 

"  You  li«vv  baJuiiccd  Uwt  book  ou  iuatl»^- 
niaUt^  priuciplcs,  jot  I  tliink  it  would  be 
etli-r  uD  tiic  flat  table,"  again  observed  Mr. 
Morton  in  tho  8iun«  grave  toDc 

DdiuvHl  placed  ttie  book  in  a  Mifer  iweitiuu 
witliuut  saying  a  word ;  and  then  looked  down. 

"  And  now,  loj  dear  Morton,  if  you  have 
Gnubt^  the  scrutiny  of  your  boot,  which  cer- 
tainly flu  reuiai'kably  well,  I  wioh  to  speak  to 
you  on  a  very  aerious  subject,  aiu]  ask  a  few 
qtieetions." 

Sp«k  on  a  eerioua  tiubject!  uk  a  few 
questions '.  and  tliie  too  said  with  a  gi-ave 
severity  unusual  to  the  sjieiikfr.  Could  lliere 
be  a  more  uwj'ul   anuouaccniciit,  partirulnrly 
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to  one  in  his  nttmtioii?  Poor  Deliivftl  fc^t  hi* 
liaDil  shiike  like  n  biuhful  girlV,  wliibt  u  col<) 
chill  crejrt  over  him.  What  could  h«  my  ? 
He  knew  not,  and  tbcrcforc  wna  silent,  whilst 
hi»  uDcIc  continued. 

"  I  would  not  be  hard  upon  youth,  but  it 
should  be,  consistent.  When  Hiss  LtttticU 
firat  arrived,"  (Delaval  winced  at  the  name) 
"you  declared  that  long  walks  were  unferni- 
nine,  and  only  profitable  to  slioeinnken,  yet 
now  you  keep  tlmt  young  lady  walking  three 
hours  at  a  rtrctch." 

"  Her  health  requires  that  slic  should  be 
much  in  tlie  air,"  stauimercd  tJie  lover,  re- 
niarlciug  with  dJ8:nay  that  Mr.  Alorton  called 
her  Miss  Luttrell,  instead  of  Clara  as  he  had 
done  for  wccka. 

"  80  yoo  only  keep  Iter  oat  so  long  on 
account  of  her  henltli.  Well  health  is  a  irreal 
blcMing,  and  may  excuse  a  little  unfeminality. 
But,  my  dear  boy,  Iiow  »illy  and  confused  you 
look.      I  never  saw  you  put  out  before,  and 


jitttMleratoOil  70a  piqued  yourself  on  your  cue 

I'Hid  oelf  poiiaaaion.  I  am  afrait)  tlic  boot 
jjiDched.' 

ifcT  ■*-  It  doe*  indetd,"  exdsimed  I>eU\-al  bitterly. 

"  Wear   it  bo  longer  tJicn.     But  there  U 

another  point  on  wliicU  1  would  lulviec  you. 

••  Xoa  injiiated  when  yoa  went  to  bring  MJM 
Luttrcll  from  Liverpool  ihitt  you  should  never 
be  required  to  make  love  to  her,  nor  abe  be 
permitted  to  make  love  to  you,  and  yet  though 
we  bare  nuithcr  ro<jutrc(]  uur  pcrniitt<:d  this. 
yet  both,  I  fear,  have  taken  place.  Wlicn  young 
men  ni«kc  assertions  and  cngagementa  they 
should  8tuod  to  chetD." 

"  I  was  a  fool  to  utter  such  folly :  I  cannot 
staiKl  to  it,"  exclaimed  Morton  DclaTal  in 
strong  excitement,   etarting  up   as  be  spoke. 

,„"  I  lore  Chira  Lutlrell  with  my  whole  heart: — 
came  hitbcr  to  tell  you  so,  and  was  only  stayed 
from  ipesdiiug  by  your  grave  looks.  Will  you 
not  ble«  onr  union  ?" 


178 


TWS  EKPBCTAirr. 


"  TmpiOMlblo,  DeiiiTal  t  you  would  uot  mum- 
f'tir  ten  ytM*." 

"  You  Mfv  tiw  hanJ  on  him,  Philip,"  mm) 
Mn,  Morton  kindly,  toucbed  by  her  ncphcw'n 
look  of  despnir.  "  You  should  kaov  your 
ttadc  better,  Morton ;  be  is  but  jesting.  Nn 
clioicc  could  have  plviwcd  u»  no  well." 

"  Heaven  blvft!  you,  d«Mr  uintl  A  tliou- 
MUid,  ttioui«and  ihnnks,"  cri«d  th«  tkli^^htcd 
PcUvbI,  giving  Mrs.  Morton  n  hug  which 
icnvriiircd  more  of  country  warmth  than  courtly 
|)uli»li. 

*'  Wife !  wife  I  you  have  tam<!d  traitor," 
cxclaiinvd  her  huslmnd,  Uughing  heartily  al 
his  nephew's  (nin«port«.  ''  So  it  haa  come  to 
this,  yout^  Mr.  You  would  not  miirry  these 
tea  years — you  had  a  baehiul  maiden's  horror 
of  m^iug  love,  vr  being  made  love  to— your 
wife,  like  a  Chinese,  mnHi  kc«])  her  pretty 
little  feet  to  he  looked  at^  not  ii»cd.  You 
young  pup|)y !  I  knew  Itow  it  would  end ; 
and  could  scarcely  keep  grave  looka,  and  ulcat 
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tongue  w'lilc  the  tniechicf  wnx  brewing.  If 
I  bad  bd-n  »  little  yoiinger,  and  a  baclivlur.  I 
would  hiive  ciirncd  vff  Hie  priw  before  your 
$tce,.  Tl>iiilc  of  your  being  caught,  notvrith- 
etandtug  all  your  indolence  and  lore  of  enea." 

"  You  may  gibe  and  jest  ae  you  will  now  ; 
I  am  too  happy  to  bced  you,"  aiud  l>clii\-)il 
Unghitig. 

"  1  will  have  my  fun  yet,  you  puppy.  We 
wilt  haw  a  epleadid  wediling.  But  where  is 
that  young  huisy,  who  huM  done  all  thia  mis- 
chief, Im^kiug  so  demurely  all  the  lime,  aa  if 
ahe  only  regurded  you  m  a  brother." 

"  Claru  is  in  her  room,  or ;  she  feared  you 
nught  objuct-* 

"  Object !  why  should  wc  object  ?" 

"  On  account  of  her  poverty." 

"  Silly  girl '.  Did  not  your  aunt  choose  me, 
a  younger  brother,  with  only  two  thouwuid 
pounds,  and  have  not  we  been  m  happy  ug  the 
longest  eummer'a  day  ?  and  who  cnu  be  more 
than  happy  ?" 


"  Hnppy  iiMleedl  lamt  bajypy  T  eaid  Mr*. 
Murton,  bcuding  mi  nflvctivonte  glunoe  <>ii  hvr 
Itg^it-heai-tml  biieband.  "  I  inay  uot  httvv  Iwuii 
M  grateful  for  my  many  blratsings  a»  I  fhouUl 
huvc  been,  but  uy  prtupcrity  baenot  yet  iniulv 
me  araricious  and  bard^bcarted.  You  Itnvt- 
wronged  ua  both  by  your  doubts,  my  dear 
nephew,  and  I  >till  noold  yon  bereafler;  btti 
noTC  I  must  go  and  set  poor  Vhn  al  peace." 

"  Bring  her  down,  Margaret ;  I  must  have 
tny  fun  with  her  too ;  and  tn  tbo  mean  time,  I 
will  chide  Morton." 

"  Mm  Lullrell,  vfhen  Mr,  Morton  Ddaval 
conMotvd  to  become  your  e*con  from  Liver- 
pool, he  iniule  ua  engage  that  you  sliould  not 
niiikc  love  to  him,  yet  I  undcretand — "  b^an 
Mr.  Morton,  m  bi«  wife  re-entered  the  rooDi 
leading  in  the  blushing,  trembling  girl. 

"  Jeet  with  uic  att  you  will,  but  «pare  dnr' 
C'larn,"   said    Dclavai,    pilyiug  her  confusion. 
and  interrupting  hus  uucIc 

"  Stand  aeide,  you  young  |nippy,   aiul   let , 
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me  have  Uic  fit»t  kiu,  tlint  is  if  j-ou  hitvc:  not 
forctftAlltnl  me.  There,  C'lnm;  nml  now  1 
give  yun  to  my  nephew.  He  is  an  impudent 
young  coxcomb,  and  does  not  deeervc  you ; 
but  yon  must  niond  him.  Qod  blees  you  t 
and  make  you  liappy^"  added  the  kind-hearted 
old  man,  hi«  je^tin;;  tone  prinp  place  to  one 
of  deep  fcelinjT,  m  he  hiid  her  hand  in 
Dchml'a.  "  Wc  arc  happy  —  all  happy,"* 
twinklin;;  off  a  tear.  "  There  are  not  tno 
imppier  eouple«  in  all  England." 

The  old  ninu  was  right — there  were  not  "iwo 
hapfner  couples  in  all  England ;  and  for  three 
whole  day»  Morton  Dclaval  was  fuU  of  a  4juict 
rajrture  which  nothing  disturbed.  He  forgot 
tliat  he  nitui  return  to  Oxford — he  forgot  every 
thinz,  but  thnt  Clara  Luttrell  loved  him.  For 
three  whole  days,  ax  wc  have  said,  was  he  per- 
fectly happy  ;  but  the  morning  of  the  fourth 
saw  him  re^tlcsd  and  anxious  A  remark  of 
Adani-i'H  put  him  in  mind  that  Oxford  term 
woiiM  begin  in  a  few  dayti,  and  how  could  he 
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l«a.Te  Clnnt  I^uttrell  ?  lie  wtug  wn.tdM.'J.  How 
guiiUl  Iio  cjidtirc  to  be  {xirtcd  frum  Itur?  Uun- 
fiduM   fa(!   study    w]i6n    iill  hiv  tbuuglitn  wcrc 

I'lit*  tiejr  of  Murtun  Park  was  nuecrat^li; — 
utterly  miecrable  f(»-  three  long  hours;  liut 
when  he  found  that  Clara  cared  notbiag  for 
liiij  having  B.A.  attached  to  hU  name,  and 
would  have  carod  nenrly  lu  little  hud  A8S. 
bovji  tiK-kcd  thorountd,  lie  huvricd  off  tu  his 
uiicif  niid  aunt  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  their 
jHimiission  to  cut  Oxford  and  atudy  at  the 
aame  time.  They  bad  granted  every  rc«|uefit 
which  he  had  ever  inade,  and  surely  they  would 
gmiit  him  thi».  But,  for  once,  he  was  mielaken 
and  rcfiMctl.  It  grieved  them  to  deny  him  an> 
thine;,  but  thi»  they  could  not  grant;  and  ih« 
t4«rs  Mood  in  Mn.  Morion'^  ey«s  as  ah«  sjtokv. 
He  was  very  young— anothw  year  would  «cc 
him  tif  age,  and  in  the  mean  time  he  could 
oorrcHpond  with  Clara,  and  epend  all  tbv  vaca- 
tions iu  her  eocicty. 
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The  Mortons,  husband  ind  wife,  woiv  tiill 
tif  kindne»  nod  charity  tt^wnrda  nil : — tlioir 
life,  ainne  their  nmrriitgc,  hm)  flowed  ^cDtly  tm 
withuut  a  midbrtums  or  nny  triid  greuti-r  lluui 
that  of  OOBStMit  pTtwperIt}-,  which  their  kindly 
nDd  uiiMtentjttJous  dbpoaitiona  had  rol>l>ed  nf 
hidf  it*  tetn)>t«itioR ; — it  wiu  m  jile^^ure  to  see 
litem  tliua  tran<|uil)y  Imppy — a  r»d  pleasure  to 
he  in  their  society ;  but  iJieir  good  tempers  an<) 
good  fArtun«  Itad  littJc  fitted  thoni  u*  liecatue 
the  piiiOos  ul'  II  yuuiig  miui  wIkmc  wL-alth  wuuld 
be  ininM;ii»v,  who««  t»lcntj>  were  grcitt;  und 
n'hoM!  |>aMii>n«  might  prove  stronger  than  his 
prcMiit  r{uivt  maimer  gave  ninny  ruifun  to 
sup)HMM>.  He  had  l>cuii  nurw»l  in  luxury  iind 
indidgenoc  by  thocic  whu  had  warm  heart*,  but 
not  Ktrong  miniLf,  nud  liad  never  beun  tutori.-() 
(•■  witlwtand  temptation,  overcome  obatAcle«,  or 
endure  privotionH  an  port  of  a  clirifltiau'a  duly. 
He  hnil  never  ln-nn]  an  unkind  won!,  uur  ntet 
an   unkiiid    hH>k ;   «iid   thuiH;  wltu  rcfuiied   to 
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consent  to  his  ciirneet  entreaties  suflsred  twarly 
M  much  bv  tlic!r  rcfiiea]  a^  hnnacll'. 
~ '  He  pleaulctl  udiI  itrgued  but  in  vain ;  nn<l 
whcii  cDTiipdhHl  to  eubniit  ciUl  «o  Jrom  ai)«ctiun 
fur  hi4  nlationtt,  rihI  not  from  any  conviction 
thnt  ihctr  dociMun  vat  wise 

For  A  tUy  «n<]  n  hnlt'  he  was  very  dull^  then 
hope  i^^n  spread  her  bri^t  wings  over  hiiti, 
lightening  the  griof  of  porting  witli  the  an- 
tieipatiuii  of  reunion.  It  w«s  Morton  Dulavul's 
first  i^riiit  di»»ppointinont,  ai>d  mudi  of  the 
nuh  pottiitlinew  ol'  tbi;  boy  hnd  mitigled  with 
the  st«.'mcr  rvx»tion  of  the  nuui. 
ff»  «  YoD  will  coiTcs])ond  willi  your  aunt  »* 
u^iixl ;  and  we  will  ttdtc  care  utid  tell  Clan 
how  yon  are,"  sud  Mr.  Morton  to  Deland  on 
the  morning  of  his  departure  for  Oxford. 

Hid  nephew  looked  up  with  a  flushed  cheek, 
then  eatching  the  sinile  which  could  not  be 
wliiiDy  oonoeal»l  be  answered  gaily.  '•  Of 
course,   luy  dear   unele ;    and  be  sure  and  tell 
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Cliro  how  I  am,  as  she  will  remvo  no  letters 

hcnsolf." 

"  No,  ehe  would  not  be  eo  iiulecorous  iw  to 
correspond  with  r  young  gentlemnn ;  and  you 
never  can  get  tiirough  more  than  one  p^c,  and 
wonder  bow  ladies  can  write  such  volumes  of 
nonaeiise." 

"  I  will  have  my  revenge,  uncle,  some  day  or 
other  you  may  de])end  upon  that,"  replied  tiis 
Dcpbew  iu  eotne  ooDfusioii. 

"  He  deserves  it,"  said  Mrs.  Morton  smiling 
on  both.  Then  bending  towards  Delaval,  she 
ndd«il  in  n  lower,  nnd  graver  tone :  '*  I  know 
you  depart  unwillingly,  yet  believe  me  our 
decision  in  not  only  wise,  but  kind.  Will  you 
promise  mc  to  pay  heed  to  your  studies  i*" 

'*  I  will,"  replied  Delaval  resolutely,  touched 
by  licr  gentle  but  earnest  manner. 

"  Then  I  kaow  I  may  rely  on  you,  God 
bless  you,  my  boy,"  said  his  aunt  in  faltering 
tonea 

The  final  adieus   were    aatd — the   carnage 
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drove  off;  and  the  next  port  but  one  broogjit » 
long  letter  for  CIbts,  oontuning  not  exactlj 
tbe  Myingi  and  dotngi,  but  the  thonghto  and 
feelingB  of  Mtnton  DebivaL 

"  Um}di !  MiBB  Lnttnll :  give  my  eom^ 
ments  to  Mortea  Delwal,  ;tlie  oranplete  letter 
writer,"  sud  Mr.  Morton  Trith  a  buBaoiiniiiB 
smile  aa  a  third  of  aooh  miaffiTea  speared 
within  the  week.  "  I  have  not  aeen  the  eon- 
tenta,  or  would  give  my  opinion  of  their 
merits." 

Clem  blushed ;  but  the  letters  were  not 
^own. 
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"  Now  for  honors  and  Susan  Easthope,"  said 
Dclaval  cheeringly,  as  he  accompanied  Gifford 
to  the  SchooU.  "  I  will  stake  my  life — nay 
more,  my  love  on  your  succeBB." 

"Thank  you  for  all  your  friendship -all 
your  sympathy.  This  day  will  decide  my  fate," 
replied  Ernest  in  a  hollow  voic^. 

His  face  waa  fearfully  pale,  and  he  wrung 
Morton's  hand  at  parting,  but  there  was  that 
in  his  lip  and  eye  which  told  of  a  lofty  mind, 
and  resolute  will. 

"  I  congratulate  yon,   Ernest ; — conlially — 
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oxultingly  T  exclaimed  Morton  Delaval,  bunt- 
ing into  GifTonl't  room  about  nii  h<Hir  aiXvr  tbo 
clow  of  llic  cxamiuation  with  a  nuuiDcr  totally 
opposed  to  hie  usual  quic-tutlc.  "  I  eltoukl  har« 
been  here  before,  but  for  once  pUjed  caves 
dropper  anil  dud]^  the  examining  masters' 
steps,    Itavit^    caught    your    name    a»    they 

pSMCll" 

"  And  whnt  aaid  they?"  asked  Enwst  p«nt- 
ingly.  with  (quivering  lip  and  ilisteitdcd 
nostril. 

"  That  there  had  not  been  such  an  cxaini- 
naUon  for  years ;  and  that  Oxford  had  cau»e  lo 
be  proud  of  Kraert  Giftbrd." 

A  gleam  uf  triumphant  jny  shot  across  the 
pallid  features  of  the  |K)or  student,  and  a  fer- 
vent "  Thunk  Ilejiven  1"  rose  and  died  on  those 
quivering  lip»,  ua  dnking  boek  in  the  chair 
Irom  whicli  he  had  started  at  Klorton's  entmnce 
lie  covered  h\e  face  with  bia  hands. 

"  Take  tliis  glaws  of  wine,"  eaid  Ueluval, 
Mcing  that  Giflurd  shook  in  every  Uuib.  '*  You 
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hftve  worn  youTW.ilf  otil   vritli  altitly,  aud  buo' 
oese  has  overpowered  you." 
'  "  Yoii  think  mc  wciik,  fool'iHlt,"  said  GiAurd 
quickly,  with  n  euddcn  fliuih.  I" 

**  I  think  you  the  nobleat  hcftrtcil  being  time 
ever  breathed;  hoc  you  udc  your  powcrt 
beyond  their  endurance."* 

"  Dtdava),"  nid  GifFord  \q  a  deep  hollow 
tone  that  struck  to  bis  hearer'ti  heart,  "  you 
have  not  the  spur  of  want  and  love— )'ou  have 
no  widowed  mother  to  supiwrt — no  bride  lo 
win.  I  must  make  myself  a  naroe — and  » 
tortune.  And  by  Uod'a  blesHing,  tliat  I  will 
too  ;  but  there  are  timee  when  the  wearied 
body  weighs  down  the  mind,  and  so  it  is  at 
this  moment.  My  ^foot  ia  on  the  firet  etep ; 
hot  there  arc  many  more  to  be  mounted ;  loy 
spirit  droops  when  I  think  how  many,  and 
with  what  toil.  Mind  and  body  have  been 
over-wrought  and  ovcr-cxeitcd  of  late,  both 
need  rf!st  and  qiiict — to-morrow  I  shall  be 
nyaclf  again.    But  hark !      I  bear  steps — I 


J 


TUB  EXPKfTANT. 

miiBt  be  nivBclf  ugain  now — no  other  vyt  but 
youri^  miii<t  i<ci-'  toc  thus;"  nod  irtJirtin^  into 
an  upright  {joaition,  he  stayed  the  trembling 
of  hk  limbs  and  pushed  bock  the  bur  wbidi 
had  l»llen  over  hb  dsinp,  cold  brow. 

Morton  DoUral  wtm  aatuaiahed  at  tJue 
sodden  reeumption  of  Betf-command,  and  the 
whole  scene  was  a  lessou  whidi  h«  nevti 
fotgot — ^it  showed  how  energy  of  iiund  could 
overctmie  wcaknou  of  body. 

"  Wi)  congnitiilatc  you  I  we  eongiatulate 
you  r  dhoiited  half  a,  dozen  fellow  collegians, 
bursting  into  the  room  of  the  poor  student 
with  whom  they  had  held  little  intercourse 
before,  portly  on  account  of  liis  secluded 
habits,  and  ]>nrtly  bccnnse  he  bad  neither  the 
means  nor  the  inclination  to  join  in  their  wine 
parties  and  idle  amuKrtncntA  '*  We  are  eomo 
to  congratulate  you.  Ever}*  t>o<Iy  say*  that 
there  has  not  bwii  such  an  examination  for 
yearft.  VTe  shall  be  the  crack  collc^  Tho 
Principal    is     in    high    good   linmour    thoy 
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»y,  nntl  vnillcs  three  inches  taller  than  Ust 
week." 

So  said  <Mie — ao  eaid  all ;  and  Gifibrd 
received  their  (»>ngratalations  ae  one  ao  high 
minded  would  receive  them.  He  had  not 
t(»lod  from  mere  vani^  for  this  dietinctiop, 
and  Utere  wa«  no  prcitiiniption,  no  self-cxulia- 
tion  in  hifi  dcneanor. 

The  nnticipatioDfl  of  Ddaval  and  lue  fellow 
collrglang  were  not  without  foundation.  ^S^hen 
the  listH  speared  (he  name  of  Emeat  GiS'ord 
\raa  in  the  first  class  both  for  classica  and 
matbematicit,  and  tlie  compliments  he  received 
from  the  examining  masters  and  his  own 
Principal  were  highly  ftnttering,  boing  of 
marked  and  public  as  circumatanccA  would 
allow.  It  wae  admitted  that  his  talents  liad 
done  honor  not  only  to  hia  own  oollcgc  but  to 
the  whole  university,  whilst  liis  privnKs  con- 
duet  had  been  such  a«  to  merit  and  obtain  ttic 
approbation  of  those  in  authority.  Kvcii  the 
Goatlemea  Commoners   of  Cbmlchurch    no 
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^^^  longer  dviMiK.'d  it  (Kuncthiiigof  a(li>gnulatk>n  for 

^V  on«  of  thvir  members  to  walk  tbc  High  Street 

I  arm  in  arm  with  the  poor  student  of  the  Hall, 

for  thut  etudcut  hod  becoin«  by  hie  own  ex- 
ertions, without  the  adveatitiotu  aids  of  nink 
and  wealth,  the  hero  of  the  hour. 

"  So  thiH  id  the  loat  evening  we  shall  spend 
together  for  some  weeks,"  said  Morton  Dclftval, 
as  he  tat  with  his  fncod  tlic  night  preceding 
the  daj  which  was  to  witnout  the  departure  of 
the  doable  first  class  man  from  Oxford. 
**  I  oould  pUy  woman  and  sigli  for  your 
sbaenoe.  I  shall  never  be  half  aa  good  a  boy 
without  you  to  ecotd,  advise,  and  encourage ; 
and  L«rw)ck  reckons  on  having  mc  all  his  own 
for  the  future." 

"  Shun  him,  Morton ;    shim  him ;   he  is  of 
the    earthy — earthy,"    replied  Ernest    wam- 
iiigly. 
"  And  what  else  am  I,  Gilford  T 
"  You    might    be   almost    any    thing    you 
chou," 


TB£   SXPBCTAHT.  193 

"  Tbea  I  choose  an  angelic  bride,  a  quiet 
life,  and  no  trouble  that  I  can  avoid.  You 
shake  jour  head.  What  would  you  have 't 
Shall  I  turn  out  a  double  firet  class  man  like 
yourself?" 

"  Would  to  heaven  you  would  I"  cried 
Gifford  ei^rly. 

Delaval  laughed. 

"  Certainly  the  high  compliments  showered 
upon  you  might  tempt  me  to  tlie  v^  desire ; 
and  sharing  your  friendship  has  put  it  into 
some  people's  heads  that  I  also  share  your 
talents." 

"  Think  not  of  idle  compliments,  Morton  ; 
such  should  not,  and  would  not  spur  you  on  to 
exertion.  Think  of  unfolding  and  strengthen- 
ing a  lofty  intellect,  till  you  become  fitted  to 
hold  communion  with  the  buried  great,  and 
heir  of  the  treasures  which  they  have  left ; 
till  you  can  measure  the  minds  of  the  great 
who  survive,  and  join  your  efforts,  however 
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Iiuiiiblo,  to  theirs  in  the  glorioue  plan  of  the 
tiih'iui cement  of  the  human  race." 

"  But  I  have  no  loily  intellect  to  unfold 
and  strengtlien,  and  ebanic  to  say,  have  too 
much  tnste  for  my  own  individual  ease  to 
trouble  myself  about  the  advancement  of  the 
biiiiian  race,  whicli  said  advancement  my  poor 
endea\-our8  could  neither  retard  nor  further," 
replied  Morton  Delaval  after  gazing  for  some 
moments  in  ndmiration  on  liis  friend's  noble 
entlmstagin. 

"  Say  not  !so,  Delaval:  say  not  so:  all  can 
do  siimethiiif;  for  tlic  good  and  lni])|iine8a  of 
tlicir  feUow  niPii,  save  the  selfishly  inert;  ;md 
ynu  with  your  wealth  and  intliionee  might  do 
miieli.  You  have  liecii  bountifully  giftod,  and 
ihi>sc  gifts  uuist  be  accounted  for.  See  that 
you  w!iste  tlicm  not, " 

■■  Antl  what  good,  (Tifibrd,  could  my  iMiring 
iiiy^ill'  t<i  dciith  with  Homer,  niid  Virgil,  and 
iliniiee,  and  Terenec.  and  all  the  I'tlicr  buried 


TUB   EXPECTANT.  195 

<Iua(l  do  me  ur  any  other  living  soul ':"  ex- 
claimed Delavnl  ratliiir  pcttidlily.  ''  I  have 
made  love  withuut  giviiig  lectmred  on  Ovid; 
birth  aud  fortune  are  already  mine ;  or,  if  I 
had  to  toil  for  the  latter,  how  would  the  classics 
lighten  my  labour  ?  Who  ever  grew  rich  on 
latin  and  greek  ?  The  head  may  be  crammed 
with  both,  yet  the  body  starve.  And  how  do 
honors  serve  a  man  ?  Pardon  the  obHorvation, 
they  are  a  feather  .  in  his  cap  at  Oxford,  and 
may  make  him  the  lion  of  a  country  neighbour- 
hood, sharing  that  distinction  with  a  dancing 
bear,  a  cliatteriug  monkey,  or  a  squeaking 
Punch;  but  university  honors  go  for  nothing 
in  the  great  world ;  and  tliat  is  the  stage 
whereon  the  drama  of  life  must  be  enacted." 

"  That  comes  from  Lerwick  not  from  your- 
self; and  is  like  him— of  the  world — worldly. 
Classical  learning  will  not  fit  a  man  to  be  a 
coxcomb,  an  idle  courtier,  or  a  fawner  on  the 
great ;  but  the  lofty  aspiration  of  the  ancient 
heatiicn  might  shame  the  |>etty  views  and 
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imltrj'  deairca  of  Uie  modern,  ao  called,  c\ 
tittii ;    whiUt    the     hiibit    of    dUigcnt    etudy 
m;quired  in  youtli  loads  on  to  knowletlgt:  and 
wisdom." 

■'  It  if.  of  no  use,  Krncst:  your  olotiaence 
iF>  only  wasted.  Tb«ro  is  not  time  now  to 
1iH;oine  a  first  dass  man,  if  I  would;  and  yiiu 
»nly  Ix^re  me  by  these  persunsi<Mi3.  I  rejoice 
MiiiBt  sincerely  in  your  success — I  ain  pntud  of 
my  friend:  but  I  am  made  of  other  nialerinU. 
»ii  leave  me  to  enjoy  life  in  my  own  way,"  Mid 
Dcliival  abruptly,  ivnlkiug  to  the  window. 

"  1  »1ib11  yet  behold  him  all  I  wish.  I  ne^i-r 
liefnrc  knew  Iiini  chafed  by  my  nrgumcors: 
ruid  tliii«  [K;ttishin>«  gives  more  ground  for  hope 
than  iiii  Conner  good  tcniiicrwd  indiflV-rcncc," 
thoiifflit  thv  noble  Giffonl,  though  he  gave  not 
the  bint  t>f  euch  a  Diought  in  his  words. 

*•  Your  pardon  for  having  bored  you, 
Morton ;  my  gratified  \'3nity  may  lead  me  to 
think  more  highly  of  honors  than  they  dc9er\'e ; 
but  I  will  «tay  no  more  on  this  point.     I'herr 
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noi^ils  but  little  industxy  to  ensure  yuu  success 
in  u  comiiiun  examination ;  nnd  that  I  knuw 
you  will  exercise." 

"  A  broad  hint  that,  Ernest,"  said  Ueluval 
turnin<r  round  on  the  speaker,  in  restored  gmiil 
humour.  ''  Thus  far  I  have  jtrouiiaed  and  will 
ful61,  tor  the  sake  of  my  aunt,  mj  niistrecs, 
and  my  friend." 

"  Does  Miss  Luttrell  take  an  interest  in 
your  studies  ?"  asked  Gifford  eagerly. 

■'  Not  she,"  cried  Dclaval  laughing.  "  Clara, 
ray  own  lovely,  angelic  Clatti,  would  love  uie 
aa  well  were  I  proclaimed  a  dunce.  Thiij  con- 
fession has  sunk  her  nine  fathoms  deep  in  youi- 
estimation  I  perceive  at  once ;  but  only  sec 
her  ere  you  pronounec  judgment,  and  remem- 
ber you  are  pledged  to  six^nd  the  first  sjuire 
time  with  me— to  let  me  know  all  your  plan.-', 
and  permit  me  to  aid  them  if  I  can.  We  are 
friends,  Ernest,  friends  in  deed,  not  in  mere 
words: — friends  of  the  heait,  not  of  the  world. 
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ludolcnt  towards  otlieris  I  tad  1)p  energetic 
for  you." 

"  I  know  yoii  can,  Morton ;  itnd  the  know- 
ledge haa  boimd  me  to  yon  for  life.  Your 
frieiid«lii[)  nnd  »yu)pitthy  diirinf^  my  rcudCDOo 
here  have  bcon  fully  and  f^nUcfuUy  felt;  but 
for  them  I  doubt  if  I  cuuld  liavc  endtire<)  the 
•tnigfrleis  lor  my  trinls  mid  vcxntioiw  hftTv 
been  greater  Uinu  you  imagine:  but  the  worst 
i«  jini^l  now,  nnd  the  future  U  opening  brightly 
before  me.     I  cannot  make  you  a  set  Bpeech." 

"  I  liope  not,  my  good  fellow."  nid  Bclav*! 
intvmii>tinglum;  "  for  I  liiitc  «et  speeches;  mnd 
iw  for  making  one  in  return  that  would  be  a 
grcst  deal  too  much  trouble.  My  compliments 
to  Miw  Rasthope,  and  if  elie  needs  a  ch*ractcT 
of  you.  n»  did  her  guardian.  I  will  gire  you 
one;  only  I  hope  she  can  take  lecturing  u 
qnietly  as  I  ran." 

■'  Lecturing!"  rep-^ated  Gifford  a  little  burl, 
"  1  hoped-" 
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"  To  improve  me,  Ernest;  and  i<ci  pcrlmix^ 
^uu  have,"  replied  DeUval  closing  the  scnteuci'. 
"  I  never  hear  truth  bul  from  you,  and  truth 
pricks  the  conscience  ijometimca,  though  wc 
strive  to  conceal  the  smart ;  hitt  believe  tliat  I 
respect,  admire,  nay  even  love  you  for  this 
truthfutnesa,  though  whether  I  shall  ever  profit 
by  it  or  not  time  only  can  shew.  It  is  getting 
late,  good  night.  I  shall  see  you  oft'  to- 
morrow." 

Morton  did  sec  him  off  on  the  morrow,  and 
Giflord's  parting  words  were — *'  Do  not  give 
yourself  up  to  the  guidance  of  Lerwick." 

"  Jealous,  by  Jupiter !"  said  Delaval  with  a 
smile,  adding  directly,  as  he  caught  his 
friend's  look  of  regret  -"  I  will  not,  if  I  can 
ao  far  overcome  my  indoleace  as  to  resist  the 
bondage.  I  have  Clara  to  think  of,  and  write 
to;  and  need  neither  vice  nor  boisteroiip 
revelry  to  dissipate  my  mind." 

"  A  real  attachment  has  a  hallowing  power  ; 
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but  I  would  giv«  you  n  still  higher  luotivu  for 

HClioD." 

*'  We  will  discourse  on  such  when  wt  ntxt 
meet.  Furewcll,  KnK'.ft.  All  gwxl  be  wiih 
you." 

If  Dclnvml  was  more  witlt  Lenvick  tJuin 
Emcet  Gifibrd  would  haw  thought  cxp^nlicnt, 
it  VM,  at  tho  former  mid,  bccaura  ho  was  too 
iwlolont  to  resist  the  bondage  in  which  thi- 
Iliiuorablc  Andrew  Lerwick,  for  his  <>n-u 
i>8])ccial  advantage,  sought  to  bind  him.  Thcy 
were  constant  com{)aiiion« — tin;  work!  called 
them  intimatv  friends;  but  though  Lerwick 
shared  Ddaral's  luxuries,  including  his  jiursc 
he  ebnrecl  not  his  inuiui<t  tbuujfUts ;  imrl  Morton 
steadily  |>erEastcd  in  so  far  pursuing  hi«  studies 
as  would  enable  him  to  pa»  h  di-ccnt  cxnniiaa- 
tion. 

Tito  joy  at  Morton  Park  on  Dclaval's  return 
for  the  Chnetmos  ^'acntion  was  not  less  tlmn 
had  ,bven  the  sorrow  at  bis  dejiarture.     The 
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cheerful  smilcj  of  his  aunt  an<I  imclo  gitiw 
more  cheerful  and  frequent  still ;  iiml  -m  iwr 
Clara,  her  reception  was  such  as  to  satisfy 
even  her  exacting  lover,  whilst  as  if  to  jiut  the 
crowning  rose  leaf  ou  his  happineaa  already 
overflowing,  he  had  not  been  two  weeks  iit 
home  ere  he  was  joined  by  Gifford. 

"  Ha,  Ernest  I  a  thousand  welcomes,"  ex- 
cl^med  the  delighted  Delavul,  greeting  his 
friend  with  a  warmth  which  he  vouchsafed  to 
few;  and  which  for  the  instant  cleared  off  tlic 
cloud  of  sadness  from  Gifford's  brow. 

Morton'a  friend  was  sure  to  be  met  with 
Biuiles  at  Morton  Park,  independent  of  the 
esteem  with  which  its  kind  hearted  owners 
regarded  Gifford  irom  his  report,  and  : — 

"  Spvd  tHtf  ere  on  wing  of  gl^^-" 

"  Now,  Ernest,  saw  you  ever  any  being  ao 
lovely   before  ?"   nsked   Delaval   impatiently  ; 
the  rich  gentleman  commoner  of  Chriatclmrch, 
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uiwl  the  poor  Atutlcnt  of  one  of  llii-  minor  hallci 
hnvinf;  cstabliflicd  thotusehts  in  tho  bai>dfiuiiiu- 
ly  furnuliei)  tlrcseitig  room  of  tlio  former,  for 
the  purpose  of  cnjoj-ing  a  long  coeo  after  ihe 
rest  of  die  liotiwliuld  Imd  retired. 

"  She  \a  moel  lovely — I  never  saw  any  one 
in  that  Btylo  of  beauty  to  cc|ual  her,"  answered 
(Jifford,  hU  own  fcc)ing«  towards  Sukui  East- 
hope  enabling  him  to  un<)cr«tMid  who  the 
lover's  alio  must  be,  and  checking  all  [mirth  »t 
thnt  lover's  rapture. 

*'  And  at  ttoft,  as  gentle,  us  grateful,  and  at- 
aHectioDate  a«  she  is  lovely,"  continued  DcIavk) 
without  unwonted  warmth. 

'-  f  doubt  not  her  being  all  lh«»c,  Morton." 

"  And  a  piece  of  downright  perfection— the 
very  wife  you  woidd  have  cJio^en  for  tne :  add 
that  too,  Kmeat,  and  I  ehonid  bo  quite  con- 
Unted." 

"  So  I  should  think,"  replied  GiflonI  smiling, 
but  smiling  mdly.  "  I  coino  to  you,  Morton 
10  a«k  a  boon,  which  I  would  ocithex  uk  nor 
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receive  of  another ;  and  the  refusing  which 
will  mar  all  my  hopes,  nnd  probably  dog  uiy 
heeb  with  misery  through  a  struggling  life  ; 
and  yet  I  canuot  but  tell  tlic  truth,  let  that 
truth  offend  you  or  not.  Tliat  Miss  Luttrell 
is  exquisitely  lovely  and  grateful,  none  can 
deny — that  she  is  gentle  and  amiable  I  do  not 
doubt ;  but  she  is  not  the  wife  that  I  would 
have  chosen  for  you — I  would  have  selected 
one  with  more — " 

"  Talent,  energy,  and  firmness,  and  all 
that  sort  of  thing  :  I  understand,"  said  Delaval 
finishing  the  sentence,  which  the  other  had 
broken  off  abruptly,  half  piqued,  and  half 
amused  as  it  seemed  at  his  objection,  "  Clara 
Luttrell,  I  admit,  is  not  Susan  Eosthope ;  but 
then  neither  is  Morton  Delaval  Ernest  GiAbrd. 
I  count  on  our  leading  as  tranquilly  happy  a 
life,  and  being  as  quietly  cheerful  a  couple  as 
my  truly  worthy  uncle  and  aunt.  Away  with 
that  look  of  gravity,  or  you  shall  not  be  my 
right  hand  man   at   the   wedding.     And  now, 
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my  d«ar  Giflunl,  for  confening  a  booa  un  tue 
hy  asking  one — it  is  granted  ere  named.  It  in 
Dot  to  correct  your  translation  nf  tfao  clatuticn  I 
hope,"  lie  added  in  a  gayer  tone. 

"  Uh,  no  1  it  in  a  liotiivtliing  iDudi  taorv 
coninionplEtcc,"  aitswcrcd  Oifiord,  striviii);  to 
tonile  nt  the  sally.  "  I  am  oomo— to—  hi — to — 
it  in  of  00  iidc  mincing  the  matter — to  bep — to 
hoi-ruw  luonvy,"  lie  continued  witli  a  dcdjHrate 
uftbri,  the  hot  blood  riisliing  up  to  hi&  very 
brow  as  he  ^loke. 

"  How  much,  my  dear  Ernest  V"  said  Morton 
drawing  A  <le»k  lowards  him,  and  seining  a 
pen. 

"  Stop,  atop,  Delsral :  you  must  first  hear  me 
explain  what  compels  me  to  this  flegmdation." 

"  I  need  no  explanation,  my  dear  Qitlbrtl ; 
Jt  is  enough  that  I  can  obligu  yod  in  thie 
Irtfluig  way ;  and  1  oir<>  yau  my  thnRkm  fui- 
cuabling  me  w  to  do :  it  b  now  that  I  iindor- 
liland  the  real  value  of  money. "^ 
,  "  WliaC  a  noble  nature  to  liavo  escaped  tlu: 
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corrupting  influence  of  inceseant  flattery  Irum 
your  cradle  T  exclaimed  the  enthuBiafltic  Gif- 
ford,  with  n  faltering  voice.  "  But  1  iiiuM 
explain,  and,  what  is  more,  you  must  re])eat 
those  explanations  to  your  uncle  and  aunt. 
You  are  under  age  and  dependent  on  them : —  I 
can  receive  nothing  from  you  but  with  their 
sanction,  lest  you  be  blamed  for  extravagance  ; 
but  before  1  beg  for  the  future,  I  muBt  search 
into  the  )>a8t.  Ten  dnys  before  I  quitted  Ox- 
fonl  came  a  note  for  fifty  pounds  without  it 
line  by  which  I  could  trace  tlie  sender.  Con- 
cluding that  it  came  from  an  old  friend  of  my 
fathcr'ti  who  had  shown  me  kindness  before, 
B6  the  post  mark  was  Coventry  and  he 
alone  knew  tluit  in  spite  of  all  my  economy  I 
had  some  small  debts,  I  employed  the  money 
in  discharging  those  debts  which  had  pressed 
heavily  ujwn  rae ;  but  on  reaching  my  mother 
I  found  that  ^Ir.  Halstonc  had  died  suddenly 
some  ilays  before  my  receipt  of  the  letter.  I 
have  no  other  friend  who  has  the  will  and  the 
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power  en  to  serve  m«  but  youredf,  Murtuii. 
Do  not  deny  tac  the  jiluiuture  of  tluinkitig  yuu 
— wlmit  tliAl  yoii  «ciit  it" 

"  M}-  <)ear  Giflbn),  I  oevcr  wae  within 
thirty  milvs  of  Coventry  in  nil  niy  life  ;  nn<l 
you  know  I  (lit)  not  nnti  could  not  Iraive  Ox- 
ford." 

"  'i'lutt  may  be  idl  true,  Morton  ;  and  yvt 
tltc  nioDCjr  CJime  from  you,  for  you  dare  not 
meet  my  eye.  Admit  lli«  truUi — I  would 
mlhor  lie  iitdettted  lo  you  than  another.  Am 
I  not  rij{hl  ?" 

"  Since  yon  pat  it  thus,  Ernc^  you  arc.  1 
accidentidly  ovcrhcanl  you  arnwging  n-ith  a 
tradeanan  for  future  payment,  and  ji 
from  your  tone  how  much  such  a  neceaatty 
isiined  you." 

"  It  did  indeed  fWtt  me  Ut  \ants  Oxford  in 
debt ;  yot  it  wni  worse  to  encmucii  on  my 
mother's  pitlunee,  which  luid  ulruady  been 
heafily  taxed  lor  my  eup|)ort !  Vou  MW  some 
of  my  difficulties,  but  not  oU ;    thcro  were 
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tiinea  when  my  over-excite  J  apirit  cunld 
scarcely  Bustain  the  struggle,  yet  that  very 
struggle  atcengthened  the  powers  of  endurance. 
It  was  the  certainty  of  your  being  the  generous 
donor  which  has  induced  uie  to  apply  to  you  in 
my  difficulties,  yet  I  come  not  a  willing  beggar, 
but  after  a  steru  and  wearing  conflict." 

"  I  can  see  you  liave  suffered  much  since  we 
parted,  Ernest ;  and  I  should  ehide  you  for  not 
applying  to  mo  sooner :  it  wiis  pride  not  deli- 
cacy that  kept  you  silent  to  so  true  a  friend," 

"  1  own  it :  till  the  trial  came  I  knew  not 
how  proud  I  was.  I  had  thought  to  win  every 
thing  by  my  own  exertions — it  is  a  stem  but 
salutary  ItiSBon.  And  this — this  is  but  idle 
babbling  to  delay  my  playing  the  beggar.  I 
left  you  with  the  hope  of  ekeing  out  the 
remnant  of  my  father's  fortune  till  by  my  own 
exertions  I  could  win  my  bread.  I  knew  it 
would  barely  suffice,  but  I  had  been  reared  in 
privation;  and  there  was  one  learned  in  the 
law,  and  formerly  indebted  to  our  family,  who 
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IumI  |in>niiw(]  to  uU]  rue  with  liiii  cuuuiwl  uikI 
inUrMt.  Bvery  hop«  proved  Tinn.  The 
guardian  of  iny  littJo  iiiitriuioiiy  iil)si>»tiiiud  ii»<l 
dolit,  leaving  lue  pcnnileiw,  ami  tlie  last  (juartcr 
of  inj  mother's  souity  jointure  «tiil  unpaid. 
Our  all  woa  gone,  aiid  ncitlirr  hnvl  n  itliillinj;  in 
the  world.  I  hod  no  longer  lliv  inniiw  to  study 
the  law,  and  Iw  who  )ui4l  prmut.-'ctl  hid  cnunsol 
and  int<?rc8t  was  rcmlcred  liol|)k-M  \>y  paralysis. 
Her  uwn  iniflfortunofl  my  inoUiei'  could  hare 
home,  but  the  thooght  of  my  utter  destitution 
was  too  much  for  her  fi-agilc  frame  ;  it  sank 
beneath  the  stroke,  and  her  life  was  despaired 
oC-  Yon  cannot  Mly  andirstutid  what  I  en- 
dured ;  to  feel,  fls  I  felt  when  bendiag  otot  wliat 
waa  aaid  to  he  the  bed  of  death,  you  niuet  hare 
known  her  watchful  c<u%  from  birth,  and 
n)»rk«tl  her  {Hitivnee  and  Iter  fortitude  ihroagh 
yonre  oC  juttering.  To  viuihle  uie  U>  i-eside  at 
Oxfunl  she  Imd  utinted  herself  to  the  mere 
neressariee  of  lifu ;  and  it  wns  thi!<  |)revio»«  weak- 
ening of  the  body  that  had  rendered  tlie  <hock 
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so  fatal  It  vrae  for  me  sbe  was  dyiog,  and  in 
losing  her  I  sbould  lose  the  onlj  one  wlio  truly 
lovod  mo — tlic  Mily  one  except  yourecif,  and 
perlispi)  one  otlier,  who  even  feels  an  intcreet  in 
my  fate. 

"  The  bitter  agony  of  those  few  days  would 
imkc  a  Ufu  of  coDimoii  eullcring.  I  eat  for 
hoars  witli  my  gaze  Bxed  upon  her  fuci:, 
holding  lior  jjorchecl-up  hand  in  miiii.^  that  I 
might  count  >t4  ft'eUc  piilne;  and  yet  vhe 
neither  knew  who  looked  upon  her,  nor  who 
held  her  hand. 

'*  At  length  they  gave  me  Iiope.  She  knew 
mo  and  she  mended  day  by  day ;  but  by  such 
alow  degrees  I  trembled  atill — and  tremble 
□ow.  I'he  only  cJiance  tbey  say  of  tengtiieu' 
ing  life,  is  change  of  air,  skillful  attendance, 
watchful  cJire,  imd  every  luxury  ;  and  1  liavu 
not  the  means  to  give  her  nny  one  of  thtw 
except  my  losing  wutcbfulucM  ;  and  it  may  be 
I  not  even  that,  for  I  am  threatened  with  arrest 

I  for  debts  contracted  eince  her  iUncae." 
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"  Good  Hcawns,  Krneet!  why  did  uot  yon 
writ*,  or  conic  before?^ 

"  I  wiw  nsluuncdt"  «ud  Giffuid  looking 
down.  "  I  coald  not  bear  tu  bog ;  oor  would 
I  for  myi^iiriiloDV.'' 

•'  Vte — for  ahnim',  Kntett,  when  you  know 
how  1  lutvo  gold  tu  squiuidcr  lu  I  plcuoe; 
I  never  thought  to  9cc  you  lliua  !>owcd  down 
for  want  of  wc&ltli    wlueli  you  <i(»pi8e.'' 

"  Ue«pi»i^  Morton!  If  you  could  tell  tho 
grorelliiig  thouglits  tliat  pressed  upon  me  as  I 
croeeed  your  ancient  hall,  and  stood  in  your 
splendid  ealoon,  you  would  be  6Ued  with 
wonder  and  ointeinpt.  I  oould  not  envy  yoa. 
but  I  \ras  bitter  ngaintit  all  beside^wrotli  at 
tJiG  disparity  of  oituations,  and  ready  to  rebel 
f^iuat  my  God,  who  had  utade  aoine  «o  rich, 
and  me  a  beggar.  Vour  cordial  greeting,  and 
your  atmt'a  cheerful  Bmile  dispelled  the  ovil 
mood;  but  led  me  humbled — penitent  Thore 
was  pride  in  my  heart    that  needed  all    thi« 
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crushing  trial  to  subdue  it.     Even  now  I  beg 
as  a  monarch,  not  a  pcnnilesa  student." 

"  Talk  not  thus,  Ernest,"  said  Delaval 
greatly  moved  "  Think  only  of  the  happiness 
of  seeing  your  mother  restored  to  health, 
through  your  watchful  care.  Set  your  mind 
at  rest  aa  to  the  means  of  procuring  all  she 
needs;  I  will  speak  to  my  aunt,  since  you 
will  have  it  so,  early  in  the  morning." 

"  Yes,  tell  her  all,  Morton ;  an-l  say  I  ask 
only  a  loan — not  a  gift,  mind — not  a  gift,  a 
loau.  Alas  I  I  may  never  be  able  to  repay  it ; 
and  it  is  but  just  that  she  should  be  warned 
of  this.  8ay  I  will  toil  night  and  day  to 
requite  her ;  but  the  few  last  weeks  have  taught 
me  all  the  impotence  of  man — I  trust  the 
lesson  may  not  prove  in  vain.  I  may  die — 
I  may  fail.  Let  her  not  grant  without  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  trutli." 

"  She  shall  know  all,  my  dear  Ernest ;  and 
will    but    esteem    you    the    more    for    that 
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knowlodgc  aiu)  rej<Hoc  in  Uto  power  (v  a^iiUt' 
you; — to  enable  my  nuiit  U)  iKrfunu  u  kiutl- 
Does  ia  to  do  tier  u  fnvor.     And  now  let   us 
talk  of  utliur  tliingx — I  am  slKwkud  to  mm  you 
ttiUB  moved. " 

**  I  eeo  you  are,  and  1  am  shocked  at  myeetf 
for  being  so  uwred;  but  my  pride,  (I  oocse^ 
called  it  indoiKmdonoc,)  is  fretted,  and  long 
watcliing  in  a  «ck  chamber  bas  worn  me  down 
to  ffonian'fl  weakness.  Of  wliat  else  eliall  we 
tolkr 

"  Have  you  seen  Mias  Eastbope  Y" 

"Notofbor,  Morton; — talk  not  of  her: — 
beggar  as  I  am  I  luuet  nut  ecck  her — it  would 
be  Hclfiali— di^lionomble.  That  hope  is  blighted 
too." 

"  Only  to  bloom  more  brightly  at  some 
future  day,"  «aid  Delnvol  cheeringly.  "  We 
will  be  happy  DvncdiotA  yet,  Emeet,  and  rule 
our  wivM  as  tyrants,  or  be  nilcd  by  them.  By 
this  time  next  yciu-  I  shall  be  a  happy  hus- 
band; and  you  may  be  the  luunc;  ay,  libaU  be 
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too.     See  if  I  tnm  not  out  a  prophet." 

"  Speak  not  so  boldly  of  the  future :  it  is 
not  in  the  hands  of  man,"  remarked  Crifford 
solemnly. 

''  Nay,  I  meant  of  course  with  submission  to 
a  higher  power,"  answered  Morton  more  grave- 
ly, for  there  was  that  in  his  friend's  warning 
tone  which  caused  a  feeling  of  awe — a  fancy  of 
evil, 

The  friends  discoursed  some  Uttle  time  longer, 
on  Oxford,  and  the  Oxonians,  and  then  parted 
for  the  night  with  a  warm  shake  of  the 
hand. 

Dela\'al  was  not  an  habitual  cariy  riser — he 
likcil  his  case  in  this  as  in  nil  other  things ; 
but  on  the  following  inoming  he  was  at  Gif- 
lord's  door  before  the  breakfast  bell  had  rung. 

"  There,  Ernest;  I  craved  audience  of  my 
auut  in  her  dressing-roora,  told  my  tale,  and 
here  is  the  result,"  said  Morton  with  sparkling 
oyei^     "  I  have   drawn  tlie   bill   in   my  own 
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name  l>ceauike  aIic  thought  you  might  |irerer  it ; 
nnd  tlie  dear  uld  (niiiI  aevei  Iguked  hanj- 
jtMiner  in  my  cyc:>  wIk-ii  <lr«».-«c(l  in  nil  her 
pomp,  thuii  ttlic  did  in  hiT  nigbt-cap  when 
ibe  bftdo  nm  wiy  t}mt  »hi;  olui^med  herself  in- 
debted tu  you  for  ftllowing  her  tho  plentun:  of 
Mrvingyou;  and  etiU  moru  indebted  for  tho 
care  you  had  taken  of  her  riotous  ncpl)ew. 
May  she  Utc  a  thousand  years ;  itnd  may  her 
shadow  never  be  less,  ns  they  my  in  the 
EaBt." 

GifTord  t<x>k  the  paper  held  out  to  hi^  nc- 
ceptunct',  pri'Ming  tlii;  bond  that  gsve  it  in 
siluiice.  flia  heart  was  too  lull  for  epocch; 
but  the  tMTB  were  in  his  eyes. 

"  My  aunt  hade  me  add,  that  ftliould  this  not 
proYO  eoouf^h,  slie  trusted  you  would  look  cmi 
her  n*  your  banker,  luicl  draw  without  ocruple, 
whilxt  my  unelo  will  exert  any  Ultle  int«re«t 
which  lie  mny  j^oseeea  to  further  your  viewfc** 

"  Not  enough  V  exnbiinied  Gifford  unfolding 
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the  paper,  and  starting  as  he  read  the  amount 
"  One  thoutiaud  pounds !  It  is  too  much !  far, 
far,  too  much  \" 

"  No  Buch  thing,  Ernest,  How  can  you 
restore  your  mother  to  health,  or  give  your 
own  talents  fair  play  when  pressed  down  by 
not  only  the  dread,  but  absolute  endurance  of 
poverty." 

"  T  c«nnot  receive  so  much  from  a  stranger," 
said  CtifFord  witli  a  quivering  Up,  and  a  check 
of  deadly  paleness. 

"  Htrangers,  Ernest !  I  tliotight  we  were 
friend:-.  Vou  saved  me  more  at  Oxford  by 
guarding  inc  against  gamblers  and  blacklegs. 
Surely  you  will  not  paiu  my  kind  aunt  and 
myself  by  rcfnsiug  what  is  but  a  trifle  to  us. 
'I'aku  it  as  a  loim,  if  you  will,  to  be  repaid  with 
loniiioiiiid  interest  licreaftcr,  when  your  yearly 
income  sliall  equal  this  sum." 

"  Thmik  you,  Morton,  for  this  proposition 
tn  save  my  pride,  for  it  is  nothing  more  or  less, 
■Mil]  yet  the  very  pride  wliicli  I  contemn  in- 
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(]u«c8  iiu:  to  takv  jfou  at  jrour  word.    There  is 
my  bond ;  it  la  «  uscle«e  thing,  I  luiow ;  and 
yet  I  am  more  ])ka8ed  that  you  bIiouM   bav 
it." 

'*  Aft  joii  will;  joii  w«re  always  the  ouBter 
spirit)"  siiit]  Delnval  tiiking  liia  friend's  wrilten 
ockuowletlgiiient,  awar«  from  the  sudden  ftueh- 
iag  of  that  friend's  features  Iiow  much  bia 
rcfustd  to  do  so  would  pain  hiin,  "  I  will  lie  %| 
v«ry  Shylock  in  6xaoting  the  bond,  ao  look  to 
it.  And  now  I  must  be  off,  for  Clara  will 
pertalnly  spoil  tlie  tea  if  I  do  not  ]U«i«t  her  lo 
make  it," 

"  Stop,  Morton  i  I  would  thank  you." 

"  I'ou  would  not  l)e  eo  rude  aa  to  keep 
(^lara  wwling,"  cried  Dela^-al  hurrj'ing  from 
the  room. 

**  Mrs.  Morton  I  have  Dot  wortls  to  thank 
you,''  said  Emc^st  advancing  to  meet  that  lady 
n*  she  was  crof^ing  the  tmll  accomiKmii'd  by 
her  husband. 

*■  Mt  dear  Mr.  GiBord,   eay  nothing  about 
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it.  We  owe  you  much  more  for  your  friend- 
ship to  Morton  at  Winchester  and  Oxford," 
rejdied  the  old  lady  kindly. 

"  That  we  do,"  chimed  in  Mr.  Morton. 
"  The  young  puppy  declares  that  he  should 
have  been  fagged  to  death  at  Winchester,  and 
become  the  victim  of  eharpera,  gamblers,  and 
what  not  at  Oxford  but  for  you." 

"  Do  not  believe  him,  my  dear  sir,  when  he 
speaks  such  evil  of  himself." 

"  It  is  not  a  common  complaint  among 
young  puppies  cert^nly,  for  they  usually  re- 
quire a  great  many  more  than  nine  days  to  see 
any  faults  in  themselves;  but  you  must  settle 
that  between  you,  only  remember  that  come 
when  you  may  you  will  always  be  a  welcome 
visitor." 

"  This  is  considered  a  healthy  part  o(  the 
country ;  what  if  Mrs.  Giffbrd  were  to  try  the 
air  of  Morton  Park?  We  would  do  all  we 
could  to  make  her  comfortable,"  added  Mrs. 
Morton  with  one  of  her  most  kindly  smiles. 

VOL.   r.  Si 
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riiftiiril  was  overcome,  and  could  scarcely 
ajXMik ;  hut  Ilia  broken  words  were  more  elo- 
quent than  the  moat  finished  speech.  Hie 
inotlier  was  oi-dered  down  into  Devonshire  for 
the  present;  but  hereafter  he  should  be  de- 
lighted to  introduce  her  to  Mrs.  Morton. 

In  a  few  hours  more  the  grateful  Gifford  had 
taken  hie  leave ;  and  a  few  days  later  saw 
Morton  Delnval  once  more  established  in  hi^ 
riHHus  at  Chi-istchurch ;  guided  from  sheer  indo- 
lence by  Lerwick  in  all  minor  things,  but  still 
ever  itietinguislicd  for  his  quiet,  gentlemanly 
deincniiour. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


The  smiling,  weeping  month  of  April  had 
agmn  come  round,  and  ail  at  Morton  Park  was 
gaiety  and  happiness,  for  Delaval  had  run 
down  for  the  brief  Easter  vacation,  and  none 
knew  grief  when  he  wae  there. 

"  Let  me  see,  you  come  of  age  in  May,  and 
we  were  to  have  grand  doings  then,  but  you 
will  not  be  here,"  observed  Mr.  Morton  as  they 
sat  at  breakfast  together  on  the  second  mom* 
ing  after  his  nephew's  arrival.  "  What  is  to 
be  done?" 

"  Put  it  off  till  my  wedding,  and  then  both 
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can  be  celebrated  at  once,  replied  D«I»vii]  with 
u  niuilt.-. 

**  You  young  puppy !  don't  reckon  w»  Burcly 
on  the  iv«<l(liag;  dura  flirts  horritUy  n-)tcri 
you  Are  not  here  to  luuk  aiUn  livr." 

"Doceshe?"  said  Delaval  glaociug  at  (he 
hliishiuj;  girl  witli  tlic  [wriktt  oonftdenoc  of 
imtircd  atTcction. 

"  Yes  she  does,  you  ooxcoidIj.  She  cnter- 
tAiiied  ^  gentleman ;  ay,  and  »  single  one  tou, 
for  three  whole  Iioiirs  the  other  day." 

**  Mr.  Gwycr,"  whimpered  Mrs.  McM'toii  to 
her  nephew. 

"  Margaret,  Margaret,  you  alwaye  let  tlie 
vat  out  of  the  hu);  "  exolnJmcd  her  hu.'tlmnd,  hold- 
ing up  his  finger.  "  You  epoil  tliat  boy,  and 
make  liinj  think  something  of  hiowelf.  But 
this  coming  of  age — i  i>us|HVt,  young  sir,  why 
you  arc  so  willing  to  luivc  the  celehmlioii  |iut 
«>)f;  you  hope  to  be  »avt-d  the  trouble  of 
making  »|>cechcs  to  the  tcnAnts." 

"  Exaetly  no,"  mid  Dulaval  Utighing. 
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"  I  thought  as  much ;  but  you  tihall  not 
escape.  The  heir's  coming  of  age  shall  be 
celebrated,  and  he  shall  make  a  siieech,  or 
epeeches,  as  the  case  may  require,  though  I 
suppose  it  must  be  put  off  till  after  October ; 
but  we  will  have  a  graud  (ete,  and  a  gi-und 
wedding.  Don't  blush,  Clara  my  dear ;  it 
must  be  eo.  As  for  that  young  indolent 
puppy,  I  am  twice  as  much  of  a  man  as  he  is 
now.  Any  one  can  play  the  agreeable  lover, 
but  not  many  the  agreeable  husband.  So 
come  with  me,  good  wife,  and  take  a.  turn  or 
two  on  the  terrace,  and  let  us  boak  in  this 
gleam  of  Bunehiue." 

"  Let  us  follow,  Clara,"  siud  Delaval,  draw- 
ing her  arm  within  his.  "  It  is  a  pleasure  to 
me  to  see  my  imcle  and  aunt  together;  and 
indeed  they  are  seldom  apart  for  long.  How 
cheerful  and  happy  they  are ;  I  never  saw  my 
aunt  look  better.  May  our  old  age  be  as 
blithe  and  contented,  Clara." 

"  What   is    that    you    are    whispering    to 
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Clara  ?  Never  believe  tlic  whiflpcringa  of 
young  pup|>ieg>,  my  deitr,"  frxdiitinecl  Mr, 
Morton. 

''  Miiui  thnt,  Cbira."  twitl  Dclavxl  laughing. 
"  I  wm  Mijriiig  llmt  1  hail  ncvvr  eccii  you  or 
my  aunt,  lock  better  or  li«|i|iivr;  ami  that  I 
hoped  our  old  nge  might  he  a»  blitltc  mkI  con- 
tentcd." 

"  I  clou't  belicre  you  n«rv  my'tag  any  Mieli 
Ihiilg.  I  am  cure  you  were  boasting  ol'  innking 
luve  bctt«r  tliaii  your  uncle  Don't  you  agree 
with  me,  Margaret  ?  Ay,  I  wc  by  that  emile 
you  do;  hut  1  must  say  the  («me;  I  never 
did  «ec  you  look  better  and  happier;  it  would 
lio  a  had  cxaiDple  to  tlie  young  f(dki>,  or  I 
would  say  and  do  more." 

•*  You  are  quite  right,  my  dear,"  »aifl  Mra. 
Morton  with  another  »unny  $mile.  "  1  never 
(Ii<i  f«el  l>etter  or  happier  even  in  the  tin*t 
days  of  our  union,  and  hlees  IIiDi  for  it.  who 
lia#  hktwed  us  so  long." 

"  Amen,  Margaret,"  oheened  her  liuabniu) 
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solemnly.  "  But  there  is  u  cloud  coming  over 
and  may  be  a  Bhower,  eo  we  will  go  in  agnin. 
There,  ait  you  there,  in  your  own  favorite 
chair  oud  sunny  window,  whilst  I  go  and  put 
two  and  two  together  with  the  steward  in  my 
study ;  and  when  the  sun  shines  out  t^un  we 
will  walk  in  the  flower  garden ;  ay,  and  in  the 
same  flowery  path  where  we  walked  the  day  of 
our  wedding.  Call  that  a  fine  young  couple ! 
why  we  beat  them  out  and  out ;"  and  away 
went  the  cheerful,  kind-hearted  old  man,  chuck- 
ling at  his  own  worda,  and  the  thought  of  the 
cheerful  fuoes  that  he  would  gather  round  him 
at  the  wedding,  and  the  celebration  of  the 
young  heir's  coming  of  age. 

"  Why,  my  dear  aunt,  you  really  do  look 
like  a  queen  upon  her  throne,  and  aa  if  you  had 
been  handed  there  by  the  king's  own  hand," 
observed  Delaval  gaily. 

"  I  was  placed  hero  by  the  hand  of  him 
whom  I  love  best  on  earth,  and  may  well  be 
happier  than  most  queens,  since  I  hiiTC  the 
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hoiiiftgtt  of  one  true  hcgirt  at  Iciutt,"  replied 
Mnt.  MortoQ  widi  aji  ufTfCtionKte  wnrmth  tliut 
lit  up  her  feature*  witli  a  bcnuty  not  of 
Mrtlj. 

"  Tbo  liomagc  of  only  one  true  h«art,  dcor^ 
sunt  E — ;au  have  the  homage  of  three  at  least, 
beside  my  uncle's :  you  have  Clara's,  Gifford's, 
and  my  own." 

"  Go.  go.  Morton ;  you  arc  a  flatterer," 
md  the  old  hidy  afTucting  to  wave  him  away, 
yet  touched  by  hia  wonls,  and  herself  speaking 
in  n  tone  of  feeling.  *'  Go  and  take  Clara  the 
walk  you  promised  her."^ 

*'  Goo<t  bye  then,  dear  aunt,  sinoe  you  send 
us  ftwiiy,"  replieil  her  Dephew  leading  off  tlio 
unrcluctaut  Clara,  and  kisung  hin  luuid  play- 
fully to  Mm.  Morton  a»  he  wa»  <)uiltin<r  tlie 
room. 

Morion  Dclaval  never  appeared  tio  amiable 
and  loveable  as  when  in  the  society  of  his  much 
valued  relatives:  his  indolence  theu  gave  way 
to  a  graceful  affectionate  pUyfulnese,  and  be 
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grew  gay  and  sportive  beneath  their  loving, 
cheerful  glances. 

"  There  sits  my  aunt  in  her  warm,  sunny 
nook  juBt  ae  we  lefl  her :  I  doubt  if  she  has 
stirred  hand  or  foot  since  we  departed," 
observed  Morton  to  Clara  as  they  returned 
from  their  walk  some  two  hours  later.  "  But 
here  comes  my  uncle  I  see  across  the  hall 
from  his  study  to  take  her  out  among  the 
anemones,  as  he  engaged  to  do." 

"  You  are  come  in  from  your  walk,  and  I 
am  just  going  for  mine,"  remarked  the  happy 
old  man,  as  they  met  in  the  vestibule. 

"  You  have  been  robbing  the  rosea,  Clara, 
and  putting  their  bloom  on  your  cheeks,  or 
that  young  puppy  has  been  saying  impertinent 
things,  and  making  you  blush.  Ah !  well,  stop 
awhile,  and  see  if  I  cannot  bring  as  bright  a 
bloom  into  my  wife's  cheeks." 

"  By  saying  impertinent  things  ?"  asked  Dela- 
val  archly. 

L  3 
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"  No,  youiig  itiipu<k-nM ;  I  Ieav«  that  lo 
Mich  ooxvombs  dm  younclf. — But  hush!  stand 
htck— MarganA  is  elceping.  Vou  slmll  km  nu' 
win  ft  piiir  of  gluvcs  an  well  us  any  j'otinf 
iif  you  all  Good  wife  1  ehc  liss  not  rtii 
finee  I  left  her;  and  there  is  the  same  ha[i»y' 
eniile  on  ber  lips,  though  eJie  looks  somewhat 
paler  m  tlwt  strong  sun  light." 

Tie  WIL8  right ;  slie  was  exactly  in  th«  aaui« 
pOMtion  ns  when  they  had  loft  her,  and  there 
was  th<>  «aine  happy  siuilc  on  her  half  parteil 
lips;  and  if,  as  he  said,  she  looked  wmewhut 
paler,  tliat  might  well  be  accounted  for  by  Iho 
glare  of  the  snn,  which  was  etreamit^  in  ftiU 
upon  her. 

Waving  back  tua  nephew  and  Clara,  Mr. 
Morton  ercpt  on  tiptoe  acrow  ilie  apartment, 
chuckling  witli  inward  gloc  at  tl«  ihot^t  of 
fttcaling  a  kiM  IVoni  his  old  wife,  as  Itc  bad  done 
in  her  younger  years,  and  priding  himself  on 
treading  so  noimilewly  tluit  ehc  did  not  hear  htm 
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He  had  guaed  her  aide ;  and  etill  she  did  not 
move.  Too  eager  in  hia  purpoae  to  observe 
very  accurately,  or  pause  in  the  moment  of 
triumph,  ho  bent  forward  and  pressed  his  lipa 
to  hera. 

A  sudden  cry  of  fear  and  agony  rang  through 
the  room,  thrilling  the  hearts  of  those  who 
heard  it. 

Detaral  was  at  his  side  in  a  minute.  Mr. 
Morton  had  started  back  as  he  uttered  that 
harrowing  cry,  pale  with  a  nameieaa  liorror; 
but,  as  hia  nephew  reached  him,  with  a  despe- 
rate impulse  he  caught  the  form  of  his  wife  to 
hie  heart,  pillowing  her  pallid  face  on  hia  bosom 
and  holding  her  fondly  in  his  arms  as  if  to 
warm  her.  Delaval  looked  upon  botli,  speech- 
lees,  and  horror-stricken. 

"  She  lives !  she  presses  my  hand  1" — ei- 
chiimed  Mr.  Morton  with  a  wild  exultation, 
that  eontmeted  strongly  with  the  fearful  palor 
of  his  features. 
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.1  C  Good  Heavena  !  my  mistreu  U  dead  ;" 
c-ried  the  faithfid  butlor,  who  had  nishod  into 
the  room  at  tliat  ittArtling  cry. 

"  Dead  I"  ret>e«ted  Delaval  io  liollow 
accentdi  "  And  but  late  eo  well  —  «a 
happy." 

"  She  is  not  dead,"  almost  «hout«(l  Mr. 
Morton,  as  though  the  vuhcniuucv  of  thv  denial 
could  prove  the  falaehood  of  tb«  uMcrtJun ; 
but  im  wbolc  frame  trembled  ns  he  Hpoke,  iik|  i 
tlio  next  instant  he  fell  heavily  fomard.  still 
folding  in  his  arms  the  oorpec  of  her  whom  h« 
hiul  lovod  so  weU. 

Modicnl  aid  was  summoned  with  all  puwiblc 
ejiccd,  but  iiivdicul  aid  could  only  avail  in  tiw 
case  of  the  atHictcd  liueband.  The  old  butler 
was  right ; — his  kind  hearted  mistress  wu  I 
dead: — she  hnd  passed  from  life  with  that 
peaceful  happy  eniilc  u(H>n  lun-  lip,  and  as  it 
■eemcd  without  a  struggle,  in  the  very  chair 
where  the  hand  of  biui  whom  alto  loved  best 
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had  placed  her,  waiting  for  the  return,  which 
his  last  words  hftd  promised. 

What  B  sudden  tnuKition  I  The  house  of 
joy  turned  into  the  house  of  moumiog  in  one 
brief  moment.     It  was  an  occurence 

"  To  Rartk  and  mjlsj," 

the  most  thoughtless  mind.  If  only  told  of  a 
stranger  it  must  have  shocked  the  hearer; 
but  when  seen  of  one  so  well  and  justly  loved 
ae  Mrs.  Morton,  the  shock  waa  trebly  great — 
the  grief  a  thousand  fold  more  deep.  Clara 
Luttrcll  was  borne  fainting  to  her  room,  and 
poor  Delaval  was  astounded,  crushed ;  whilst  it 
was  many  hours,  and  not  till  a  Jler  copious  bleed- 
ing, that  Mr.  Morton  was  aufiiciently  restored 
to  understand  the  full  extent  of  his  loss. 

"  Cold — cold — I  will  warm  her ;  she  pressea 
my  hand — she  is  not  dead:" — were  the  only 
words  he  uttered  in  reply  to  questions  and 
obscrvfitions  during   the   whole   of  that   day ; 
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and  even  aftcrwArds  wIumi  lie  talked  tnure 
cohcsrenlly,  aiid  Aiii^wcrcd  n»  if  lie  nndcrsbKxl, 
there  were  times  when  DeUval  and  otherSi 
doubted  whether  hitt  mind  had  really  recovered  ' 
from  the  fearful  ehocL  The  body  was  evident- 
ly more  feeble  though  not  to  any  alarming 
de<(roc>  and  no  pcntua«ioiii!  oould  induce  him 
to  abniidon  hiif  purpuon  of  following  the  wife 
he  hud  HO  lov«d  to  the  gntve. 
'U"  It  was  hid  placc^  he  anid;  " iind  no  on6 
fibould  uvtirpliia  place;"  and  his  dogged  tone 
and  stem  look  ut  Dclaval,  joined  to  oocaeuaal 
hur>t»  uf  impatient  irntability,  wlilch  wore  tn 
utt«r  iipitaiition  to  Im  loniier  placid,  cliecrfut 
t<iin{>er,  not  only  narpriscd,  but  [Mined  und 
alarmed  hie  uopbcw.  who  consulted  ittc  luedicolj 
man  on  the  subject 

"  Vou  had  better  let  hint  Iiavv  his  way," 
wna  Doctor  Stdc'«  reply.  *'  There  is  h  fevertidi 
irritation  about  h'uii  that  would  only  )>c  ia- 
erevsed  by  op|>oeiti«n,  and  may  leave  him 
under  toothing  trmtineuL     I  doubt  hia  strength . 
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being  equal  to  the  exertion  ;  but  he  may  uiakc 
the  attempt." 

A  Euddea  death,  {wirticulariy  in  the  country, 
alanns  even  the  most  thoughtless,  filling  them 
for  a  time  with  a  vague,  undefinable  awe,  and 
awakening  pity  for  the  deceased  and  their 
family  even  among  strangers ;  it  may  well  he 
imagined  then  how  great  was  the  sensation 
occasioned  by  the  sudden  death  of  birs. 
Morton,  who  was  not  only  respected  by  all 
the  county,  but  loved  by  nearly  all  who 
knew  her. 

The  news  was  startling— the  regret  uni- 
vcreal ;  and  liigh  and  low  evinced  their 
^lymjutliy  for  the  bereaved  husband  and 
nephew,  according  to  their  difierent  Btations, 
and  different  tempers.  Offers  upon  offers  of 
carritiges,  consolation,  and  assistance  poured 
in  Ironi  the  nobility  and  gentry  round  ;  whilst 
the  mobility  expressed  their  sorrow  for  the  loss 
of  a  kind  friend  and  benefactress,  by  swltoming 
eyes  and   bn>kcn   lamentations.    Sir   Thomas 
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Modlycott,  wlio  einco  D«Uvul'e  engagement  U 
Clam  Iiiid  l)ecu  too  inudi  occupied  with  cuunti 
l>iiEinciw  to  vUit  RS  freqiieDtly  as  funnorly  al 
MurUin  Park,  ou  heariug  the  fearful  rumour 
Icfl  tlic  county  to  take  <Mirc  of  itscUi  and 
hurriuO  off  to  the  mourucra  to  exprew  hisl 
horror  at  the  shocking  intelligcnco,  and  proffe^ 
hiis  services  to  be  cuploycd  in  any  poesihie 
way. 

"  This  is  Jri-jutrul  !  I  was  never  to  «liiK'kc(l 
in  my  life,"  oxciiiiuiod  8ir  Thomas  having  in- 
sisted on  seeing  Delavnl,  advandi^  to 
him  with  a  handkerchief  to  his  eyes.  "  It  is 
dreadful,"  nnewercd  Morton  with  a  quivering 
lip,  imd  a  strong  shudder,  slightly  returning  the 
tUjnail  |>aiuful  pre^urc  of  the  Baronet's  baiid, 
for  »ym|katiiy  was  soothing  even  ftoai  him  nt 
such  a  moment. 

"  I  was  nt  (he  otiier  end  of  Uie  county  when 
I  bcArd  the  utttounding  newa,  engaged  io 
arranging  some  very  iniportiint  huoiaeea  wit 
iIk  Lord  Lieutenant,  fur  neither  he  nor  the 
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magistrate  can  do  anythbg  without  cooeolting 
me ;  but  I  ordia^  four  horses  to  mj  caniage 
directly :  and  here  T  am  at  your  service,  come 
to  remain  with  you  till  after  the  painful  cere- 
mony, and  take  all  trouble  off  your  hands.  To 
be  consulted  about  harrowing  detuls  at  such  a 
moment  as  this,  is  to  open  the  wound  afresh  by 
every  question." 

"  It  is  indeed,"  said  Morton  with  an  un- 
steady voice.  "  But  though  thankful  for  your 
offer,  I  will  not  impose  upon  you  such  a 
painful  office — " 

"  Not  at  all  painful,  my  dear  Morton,"  cried 
the  Baronet  interrupting  him.  "  That  is,  I 
mean,  however  painful  I  should  find  pleasure 
in  serving  you,  and  alleviating  your  distress. 
I  feel  for,  and  share  in  your  manly  grief,  for 
I  have  long  learnt  to  regard  you  almost  as  a 
son,  and  your  dear  kind  aunt  must  be  deeply 
regretted  by  all.  I  am  anxious  to  save  you  all 
additional  annoyance.  You  know  my  affection 
for  you,  my  dear  Morton — command  it." 
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"  I  Ihnnk  jou,  Sir  Thonuia,  for  jour  kind 
ufl'ei-e  of  iti<l,  iiaJ  your  rvgitrd ;  but,  m  I  eatdj 
bvfon;.  will  not  impose  such  n  tii)!k  upon  you,'*'' 
ropliccl  Morton  Dol&val,  uncon»cioUBly  using  a 
ton«  of  cokl.  thougl)  cosy  politeness,  iDHt«ad  of 
grateful  conliality ;  for  there  Imd  liccii  that  in 
rtte  words  and  manner  of  ihe  8]>cakcr  which 
had  jftrred  on  hin  tMinsitivv  sorrow.  "  Wc  are 
expecting  Mr.  Sandfonl  every  hour,  wlio  is  my 
uncle'fl  nenreal  roliitiTO." 

"  Very-  kind  imd  proper  of  you  to  ask  him 
Rt  such  a  luouKut,  my  dear  Morton,"  obserred 
^   Tkoma«   evidently,  a    Uttlc    disconcerted. 
"  Still  tlie  prcBonco  of  such  a  long  tried  friend* 
M  myself  will  soothe  your  sorrow." 

**  To  b«  Cftudid  with  you,  Sir  TboroM,  itt 
llie  prc»cnt  moment,  I  would  rather  be  alone ; 
wil]iout  the  rcMmint  which  the  prceenoe  of 
even  u  long  tried  friend  would  im|xMe.  More- 
over my  time  is  fully  occupied  in  Motliing 
tbfl  sorrow  of  my  uncle,  and  Miss  Luttrcll.** 

"  Ah,   poor   Miss   Luttrell  I   it  must   be   % ' 
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great  shock  to  her  to  loee  her  bene&ctresB 
80  suddenlj :  I  was  just  going  to  speak  of  her. 
Every  object  here  must  remind  her  of  the  dear 
departed.  Let  me  take  her  with  me  to  Med- 
lycott  Hall ;  mj  lady  will  be  a  mother  to  her ; 
and  dear,  gentle,  sensitive  Felicia  will  do  her 
utmost  to  console  her.  Dear  Felicia !  she  was 
dreadfully  affected  on  hearing  of  your  sudden 
loss.  '  Poor  Morton !'  she  ezcl^med,  bursting 
into  tears.  '  He  will  feel  this  very  deeply. 
Who  can  console  him  ?'  She  has  a  most  tender 
and  affectionate  heart,  and  never  forgets  an 
old  friend,  but  tovcs  them  on  to  the  end,  in 
spite  of  every  thing.'  ' 

"  She  is  very  kind  t«  tliink  of  me,"  observed 
Morton  coldly,  without  considering  what  every 
thing  could  mean. 

"  Not  more  kind  than  you  deserve,  my  dear 
Morton ;  you  have  known  and  loved  each  other 
from  childhood.  Will  Miss  Luttrell  give  us 
the   pleasure  of  her  society  to-day  ?      I  will 
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'irtrdcr  thtf  cwnuge  at  any  liWi  wliMt'nMi}''BiUt 

Iter." 

"  She  will,  1  ain  sure,  estimate  your  kind 
uffer  u  it  dcecrreB ;  but  the  state  of  her  healtli 
must  preclude  Iter  nvitilinf^  liencll'  of  the  »i>otli- 
iog  atteution*  of  LimIj-  Mcdlycott  and  your 
(laughter.  She  has  been  too  1aii;^id  to  leave 
her  drce»ing-rooin  since  the  late  osd  event.'* 

"  Poor  thing  t  di !  1  dare  tmy ;  but  she 
should  not  nuiae  her  grief,  nor  you  neither, 
which  I  Hcc  you  arc  inclined  to  do.  It  is  un- 
ful  to  let  sorrow  so  ecize  upon  you,  a*  to  pro- 
vent  your  ful611ing  the  active  duties  of  life. 
*  England  oxpccta  every  man  to  do  his  duty,'— 
and  every  man  lia.^  dutiea  towards  his  country, 
and  his  county.  You  must  not  shut  yourself 
up  and  grieve  in  this  violent  way.  '  All  flesh 
ta  graat,'  as  the  preacher  told  utf  in  the  sermon 
for  the  County  Ho!>pttul,  oitd  we  must  all  aliicc 
perish,  and  be  no  more  seen.  It  is  a  toul  event 
— m  very  ead  event: — and  so  sudden  too: — but 
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it  is  what  wo  must  all  come  to;  and  you  will 
grow  wiser  as  you  grow  older,  and  underetand 
this.  You  arc  young — very  young,  Morton ; 
and  may  need  counsel : — apply  to  me  in  all 
your  di£Bculties— ever  regard  me  as  a  &ther, 
ready  to  advise  and  assist  you  in  all  things." 

Morton  merely  bowed,  and  Sir  Thomas  con- 
tinued. 

"  It  would  be  much  better  fur  Miss  Luttrell 
to  be  at  Medlycott  Halt  Perhaps  she  may  be 
equal  to  the  exertion  to-raorrowj  or  the  next 
day.  It  is  not  many  miles,  and  I  would  send 
a  very  easy  carriage,  and  Felicia,  dear  girl,  I 
n  II  sure  would  come  herself  and  show  her 
every  kindness. 

"  I  thank  you,  but  she  cannot  {>osBibly  leave 
il.uton  Park  at  present,"  replied  Delaval  more 
■  hundedly,  and  a  little  impatiently. 

"I  still  think  it  would  be  better,  my 
ileur  Morton ;  but  since  you  are  su  I'esolute 
upon   this  point  my  wife  and  daughter  shall 
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come  ovor  to-morrOT  and  mnain  with  the  dear 
girl  till  tfUv  cnii  n-tum  with  them." 

The  proposition  roused  Delaval  from  hie 
punfu)  thoughts;  he  looked  for  a  moment  on 
the  speaker,  nnd  the  quiet  smile  with  which  he 
replied,  though  leas  of  a  smile  than  usual, 
proved  that,  if  hie  remarks  were  few,  his  obeet- 
vation  was  keen : — tliat  quiet  nnilo  had  haffle<l 
many  schemers. 

"  I  will  report  your  kind  (jffcr  to  Clim,  Sir 
Thomns :  but  as  my  nffinnccd  wife,  I  can  take 
upon  myself  to  my  that  ulic  too  would  rather 
be  alone  in  the  first  tumult  of  her  sorrow. " 

"  My  dofir  Morton,  this  very  remark  proves 
your  youth  nnd  iiioxpcritncc.  Of  course  Misa 
Luttrell's  wishes  should  bo  consults)  where  it 
(;an  l>c  done  with  propriety ;  hut  pardoD  me  if 
I  say  that  the  ill  natured  world  mig^it  make 
remarks  on  her  remaining  here  without  some 
other  lady  in  the  house." 
"  The  malicious  remarks    of    the  worldly 
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mindtMl,  Sir  Thomas,  have  Rlrendy  been 
guftrdcd  flgainst.  Mrs.  Sandford  accompaDies 
her  husband." 

"  Oh  I  exclumed  Sir  Thomaa  with  a  loDg 
inepiratioD.  "  Ah  I  my  dear  Morton,  you 
were  ever  thoughtful  and  couaiderate  above 
your  years.  And  now  to  speak  on  a  more 
painful  subject — namely  the  funeral.  Of 
course,  it  wiUbe  a  very  handsome  one,  to  do 
honor  to  the  wealth  and  worth  of  the  de- 
ceased." 

"  Such  ia  my  uncle's  wish,"  said  Morton 
with  a  faltering  voice,  for  the  remark  had 
drawn  back  his  thoughts  to  liia  recent  loae. 

"  And  verj-  right  too.  Tlila  ia  not  the  time 
for  the  ariatocracy  to  give  up  their  splendour, 
when  every  penniless  geniua  and  quick  witted 
demiigogue  thinks  he  has  as  good  a  right  to 
rule  a»  the  lai^at  landed  proprietor  in  the 
county-  It  will  be  a  grand  procession,  worthy 
tif  the  Mortone.     Let  me  see,  how  many  earn- 
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ages : — two  uf  mine  of  course ;  and  the  Lord 
Lteutvnant's ;  and  Lord  Stanwiclt'a!  nitd  Lord 
IrintoD'e,  and — " 

"Mr.  Sandford,  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  Mr. 
Soinsburjr  will  arrange  the  whole  procession," 
observed  Dclaval  intcrrapting  him,  for  this 
ooot  Vfny  of  counting  up  the  cArriogCB  was 
nio9l  painful  to  tbc  fuclings  of  the  affectionate 
nephew. 

**  Mr.  Morton's  next  relative,  tlie  clei^ninn 
of  tJio  jiarish,  and  your  aimt'e  komme  d'affairr, 
ah '.  very  proper.  Itut  of  eourec  you  go  as 
chief  mourner,  Delavnl." 

"  No ;  my  unele  iitntitti)  on  Htlending,  though 
Doctor  Sale  doubts  his  elrenglh  for  tlie  trying 
uuk." 

■^  And  you  yield  to  him  ?  But  you  were 
^vmja  kind,  my  dear  Morion." 

Dchiml  di<l  not  clearly  jwrceive  the  great 
lundaeas  of  doiii);  wtiat  he  could  not  avoid,  and 
letting  bis  uncle  have  his  own  w.iy  ;    but  ae   it 
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seemed  Sir  Thomas's  resolve  that  he  should  be 
kind,  instead  of  offering  any  deprecating  com- 
ment he  merely  bowed. 

"  But  though  you  bo  kindly  allow  Mr. 
Morton  to  have  eveiy  thing  as  he  wishes  at 
present ;  yet  of  course  as  your  aunt's  heir  you 
will  hcrcafler  rule  in  all  material  points." 

There  was  such  a  knowing,  worldly  ex- 
pression about  the  mouth  of  the  talkative 
Baronet  as  he  uttered  this,  that  the  eyes  of 
the  usually  placid  Delaval  flashed  fire  as  he 
marked  it ;  and  the  smile  that  curled  his  lip 
had  much  of  contempt  in  its  composition. 

"  You  are  mistaken,  Sir  Thomaa ;  I  am  not 
my  aunt's  heir,  hut  wholly  dependent  on  my 
uncle's  afiection  for  my  future  fortune." 

A  whew  I — burst  from  the  astonished 
Baronet,  so  sharp  and  prolonged,  Uut  he  could 
scarcely  prevent  its  extending  into  a  shrill 
whistle.  "  I  had  understood  that  Morton 
Park  was  yours  at  once." 

"  Then  you  are  mistaken,"  said  Delaval  with 
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unuwinl  al>ruptncse.  "  It  ia  not  only  my 
uncle's  lor  hU  ItCc,  but  also  at  hb  dJa^aol,  ib 
h«  has  Intely  infornicct  me.'" 

"  Diets  nte  I  luitl  I  had  liennl  «o  dificrcntly. 
linve  you  aeeu  ibe  will,  my  dear  DcIavkI  ?" 

"  I  doubt  not  my  uncle's  wnnU" 

"  Ko,  of  course  he  would  not  say  it  if  it  wert 
not  60,  and  you  arc  quite  rifi^t  to  oonmilt  h'u 
n-i?hce  in  all  thin^  You  were  atwny«  right 
judging,  my  dear  DcIavaI,  though  t>oni<.>  |)eo{>li- 
eocm  to  think  that  you  <]o  not  tm<ler»tand  your 
own  interests.  And  how  dow  my  good  old 
friend,  Mr.  Morton,  bear  his  loss?  I  was 
afraid  to  ask  after  him  before.  One  alwayg 
enquires  last  about  that  which  touches  one 

ID091." 

"  TI)C  iinit  ^liocJc  is  over ;  but  he  ia  we«k 
and  unequal  to  much  exertion.  I  leH  him 
sleeping ;  and  there  is  hit  bell  to  mtnmon 
me." 

"  We  Kaic  been  eucli  old  friend* — sncb 
constant  and  intiroato  friends  that  I  am  sure 
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it  would  Boothe  him  to  see  me  only  for  a 
moment,  and  learn  how  I  sympathiae  in  his 
grief." 

"  Doctor  Sale  has  forbidden  my  uncle'e 
seeing  even  Clara,  and  insisted  on  his  being 
kept  perfectly  quiet,"  repUed  Morton  Delaval 
with  a  resolute  manner  that  startled  the 
Baronet,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  see  his 
very  dear  young  friend  carried  down  the 
stream  by  the  angler's  line,  without  giving 
himself  the  trouble  to  resist. 

For  once  Sir  Thomas  took  a  hint,  and  soon 
after  his  leave,  again  offering  his  services  in 
the  way  of  counsel,  or  presence,  ere  he  quitted 
the  room. 

"  To  grow  wiser,  is  to  foi^t  the  affection  of 
her  who  cherished  me  as  a  mother,  and  to  revel 
in  her  wealth ; — to  judge  rightly  is  to  fawn  on 
my  kind-hemted  uncle  for  the  sake  of  his 
gold — ^may  1  rest  in  the  grave  ere  I  do  either," 
exclaimed  Morton  passionately  as  be  stood  in 
the  centre  of  the  apartment  where  he  had  been 
h3 
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left  etnnding  by  tlic  Buronet.  "  Tliat  be 
dhuuM  lulk  lliUB,  and  ehc  not  in  her  gntvc  ! 
Do  otheiB  too  deem  me  so  blind  nnd  iitdolenl 
llint  they  may  Iwul  me  aothey  will?" 

Mr.  Morton't  bcU  »ounded  again,  nod 
Deiaval  imiight  his  room  with  a  slow  and  Iiejivy 
step,  fur  grief  was  at  hia  Iieart ;  nnd  lie  bad 
not  yet  leanit  tlie  worldly  wisdom  to  baliuicc 
w-cnltb  ngnioHt  afTection. 

Mr.  Morton's  irntAbility  had  ucarly  dis- 
ajipi-arvd  lince  he  found  his  wishes  to  attend 
hie  wife's  funeral  no  longer  oppow<) ;  but 
bodily  wcukucss  jtrcvcntcd  the  accouiptiBbment 
nf  his  heart's  de»ire;  hi«  atren^h  was  id- 
»iiffici<M]t  even  tu  bear  bint  from  hix  i-oom,  luid 
tile  (Minfiit  duty  devolved  on  Deiaval,  who 
]}erfc>nnvil  Uiat  duty  with  a  quid  dignity,  yet 
manly  vori'ow  that  commanded  the  respect  of 
all  aMeiiibied.  A  «udilen  sunimona  from  a 
dying  relnlive  in  anoilicr  county,  prevented 
Sir  Tlwrniui  Medlycott,  much  to  his  vexation, 
from  being  prcoont,  but   bod  be  known  how 
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sincerely  liia  dear  young  friend  rejoiced  in  hia 
absence,  the  father  of  the  tender  Feliein  might 
hftve  doubted  whether  that  dear  young  friend 
would  ever  become  hia  son-in-law. 

The  Mortons,  as  we  have  already  iwid, 
were  not  only  universally  respected,  l>ut 
beloved ;  and  never  before  had  so  many  friemls 
and  acquaintances  assembled  to  follow  one  of 
that  honoured  race  to  the  tomb.  It  wai!  the 
first  time  that  Delaval  had  ever  seen  death,  a?  it 
were,  face  to  face,  or  taken  a  part  in  its  sub- 
sequent pomps  and  ceremonies;  and  he  felt 
oppressed  with  a  feeling  of  awe — a  presenti- 
ment of  some  still  impending  evil  The 
horror  that  hod  mingled  with  his  grief  on  the 
first  announcement  of  his  aunt's  death  had  not 
completely  passed  away ;  and  though  hie 
uncle's  illness  and  Clara's  indisposition  hod  left 
him  less  time  to  lament  his  own  individual  loss, 
(his  anxiety  for  the  living  somewhat  checking 
his  sorrow  for  the  dead)  he  would  sometimes 
shudder  as  his  eye  accidentally  rested  on  some- 
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thing  that  bad  belonged  exclusively  to  Mr6. 
Morton,  and  tlie  unexpected  eight  of  the 
waving  pluines,  na  he  entered  tlie  chamber  of 
deaili,  had  caused  lum  a  second  tliough  minor 
shock.  The  Hiind  oC  Dclaval  was  by  nature 
iniagiuatite  and  [tociicol ;  and  as  yet  he  had 
endured  none  of  those  coarse,  and  common, 
and  work-a-day  cares  thai  wear  out  poetry  and 
dull  even  prone. 

The  proccnnon  was  long  and  wdl  arranged, 
exhibiting  nil  the  gloomy  pomp  of  which  such 
«  proeci«ioii  was  capable,  am)  whilst  the  rich 
all  fdt  or  ithowcd  u  calm  regret  tor  tbo  de- 
ceased, the  trare  and  lantcntatioos  of  the  poor, 
who   gathered  tugetlicr  by    hundreds,  proved 

tliat  her  bounty  had  been  di»pcnsv<l  to  those 
who  needed  it  still  more  thao  to  thoM-  who 

needed    it    nut.     These    tcnn!  and  lameututi- 

oiw  toucluxl  Ddaval  more  tlian  the  ]M>lished  coo* 

dolences  of  the  aristocracy  of  tlie  county  ;  and 

when  the  door  of  the  maii«ulcum   which  stood 

near  the  cliurcb  was  thrown  open,  and  he  saw 
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the  coffin,  divested  ol'  its  splendid  {hUI,  bume 
in  to  reet  with  the  loDg  line  of  those  who  hod 
gune  before,  the  sorrow  and  awe  that  opiireesed 
him  overcame  his  fortitude ,  he  staggered,  and 
would  have  fallen  but  for  the  support  of  a 
gentleman  near,  and  it  was  some  minutes 
before  he  could  recover  sufficient  finiiuesd  to 
answer  the  enquiries  of  those  around  him. 

"  Did  you  see  her  laid  beside  her  father  and 
sister  as  she  desired  ?"  asked  Mr.  Morton  with 
a  wild  gleam  in  his  eye  as  Delavol  entered  his 
apartment  ailer  the  mournful  ceremony,  ac- 
companied by  Doctor  Sale.  "  And  did  you 
take  care  to  have  room  leil  for  me  on  the  other 
aide  as  I  bade  you  ?" 

"  I  did  both,  my  dear  uncle,"  answered  Dela- 
val,  steadying  his  voice,  though  he  could  scarce- 
ly suppress  a  shudder  as  he  marked  the  wild 
gleam  in  the  old  man's  generally  merry  eye. 

"  That  is  right  But  I  should  have  been 
there — I  should  have  done  it.  Mind  you  that, 
Morton,    You  only  went  in  my  place,  nnd  at 
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my  desire : — I  am  ettll  muster  here — master  of 
all  around." 

'*  And  long,  long  iiiay  yuu  coutitiue  ao,  my 
dear  iinclt;.  I  am  dependcut  uti  your  nfl'ectioii 
■ltd  nm  well  contented  that  il  sLuuld  i>e  mi," 
re|)lied  liu  nephew  deeply  pained  by  hU  wonio 
and  manner.  "  If  1  liavc  a])[>carod  to  op[>o«« 
your  wishes  it  has  Ih.-cii  only  becnuso  1  feared 
you  were  overtasking  your  Btrcngili." 

"Good  boyl  Good  boy  I"  eaid  ilr.  Mor- 
ton soothed  by  his  wonle,  and  patting  him 
gently  on  the  nnn.  '*  Yuu  shall  not  Itavc 
cause  to  regret  your  oflcetionatc  de[)eitdeitix'. 
It  was  licr  will  thnt  it  eliould  be  s«>.  With 
herself  she  gave  mc  all;  and  now— now  i^hc  is 
gone  and  hat  left  me  all  alone." 

The  Toioe  iiaiik  so  low  at  the  close  of  tlic 
i>fntence  as  scarcely  to  be  heard ;  aud  tlie  wild 
gleam  in  bis  eye  was  tjuenched  by  a  flood  af 
tears. 

"  Leave  him  awhile  to  his  {^nef;  it  is  better 
(hat  it  droiild  cxjteiid  itself  tlius,"  eaid  Doctor 
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Sale,  adJreeaing  Delaval,  who  was  bending 
with  swimming  eyea  over  the  old  man,  mingling 
the  tears  of  youth  and  age. 

"  My  dear  Delaval,  I  have  known  you  from 
a  boy,"  began  Doctor  Sale,  aa  they  eat  together 
,  in  the  study  of  the  former,  whither  they  had 
adjourned  on  leaving  the  old  man  to  his  grief, 
aa  being  the  apartment  least  likely  to  recall 
the  late  sad  event  to  their  remembrance,  "and, 
as  I  have  no  daughter,  I  may  add  that  I  look 
upon  you  almost  as  a  son,"  continued  the  kind 
physician,  with  a  faint  and  forced  smile,  break- 
ing a  silence  which  had  only  been  broken  l>e- 
Ibre  by  the  sighs  of  hia  young  companion.  "  I 
use  this  preamble  because  what  I  am  going  to 
say  must  pain  your  affection;  and  yet  it  is 
needful  that  you  should  hear  it.  You  urged 
me  yeatfirday  to  tell  you  if  your  uncle's  mind 
had  been  sliattered  by  tlie  shock.  The  vase  is 
not  broken,  but  it  is  cracked ;  and  the  rough 
touch  of  even  a  friendly  hand  may  destroy  it 
quite.  His  remarks  to  you  but  now,  joined  to 
H  5 
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!i  cunvcrsation  which  I  ovcrhcanl  a  few  duy» 
Hince  h«8  giveu  m«  the  clue  to  wliat  I  cntild 
not  then  quite  comprehend,  and  did  not  wiidi 
to  betioi-e.  The  vaae  is  cracked,  ae  I  »iid  l>c- 
fori> :  lie  feels  that  it  is,  and  this  glimmcrinf; 
consciousness  of  a  half  shattered  intellect  ren- 
ders him  irritable  and  jealous  of  oontrol,  and 
the  remark  of  a  domestic  that  intimated  your 
Iteing  Mrs.  Morton's  heir,  which  I  mw  at  tlie 
moment  made  a  strong  ImpreMioD  on  him. 
together  with  your  very  proper  wi#li  tliat  he 
tliould  not  attend  tlie  funerul,  has  made  you 
for  a  time  the  object  of  that  jcalotisy.  1  trust 
your  rcjtiy,  which  Ixitli  pleaded  and  touched 
him,  has  removed,  for  the  present  at  len«t, 
CVC17  di^tniBlful  feeling  towards  youraelf;  hut 
there  is  no  reckoning  securely  on  the  course  of  a 
mind  in  a  elate  like  his ; — a  feather  may  throw 
it  off  It*  iwisc  and  destroy  it«  balance  for  ever. 
He  ntuat  not  only  be  sootlied,  Morton,  tlial  I 
know  your  affection  will  eccurc,  hut  he  must 
not  be  ofipoeed  let  hi«  fuucJes  be  what  they 
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may,  unlcfis  absolutely  injurious  to  hunself  or 
others;  and  by  humouring  him  thus  in  all 
things,  he  may  lose  all  jealousy  of  being  go- 
verned, and  be  gradually  restored  in  part,  if 
not  wholly,  to  the  cheerful,  kindly  temper  of 
his  bygone  years.  He  may  have  whims  as  well 
as  infirmities  for  a  time,  which  may  try  your 
patience ;  but  you  will  I  am  sure  bear  all  in 
gentleness  and  affection,  and  that  affection,  I 
doubt  not,  will  be  amply  rewarded  by  the  con- 
fiding regard  of  your  uncle,  who  ie,  and  always 
has  been  much  attached  to  you.  1  speak  not 
of  prudence,  or  future  prospects,  as  the  mere 
worldling  might  do,  but  I  speak  as  a  friend  to 
one  whom  I  highly  value  for  his  upright 
character." 

"  Thank  you,"  said  Morton  warmly.  "  But 
I  am  deeply  pained  at  the  thought  that  my 
uncle  should  feel  suspicious  of  my  affection, 
and  doubtful  of  my  submission." 

"  I  see  you  are,  Delaval ;  and  would  have 
spared  you  the  distres^ng  truth  had  I  not 
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f«arcd  n  greater  evil  from  niy  Mlence.  You 
uiurkvil  tliu  g^luaiti  in  liie  eye  mid  I  «iiw  were- 
iJw-iiiiil ;  it  wan  needful  tlivivfurc  lliiit  I  ilxnild 
cxpbun  its  lueamng.  Your  iifleottonatc  anil 
Bubuiiaaive  answer  may  liave  qucDch«iJ  tlie 
feeling,  aa  that  Hood  of  tears  queocbed  the 
glonm.  Let  liis  mind  be  amused,  but  not  ex- 
cited— his  wliims  eomplivd  wirh — hJa  temper 
Bootlicd ;  and  whiUt  you  do  all  tJii*  take  Itced 
lint  you  let  not  tliU  tramiicHt  diHtrudtfuluesa 
preyon  your  own  «[)irild:  we  pliyucians  may  me- 
diciuo  the  iKHly,  but  can  do  little  good  unless  our 
patients  will  medicine  their  own  rainds.  Do 
your  bcHt— put  your  trust  in  Ileaven,  and  hope 
all  things;  with  which  iujunctioiu  I  leave  you, 
but  will  ciall  Hgain  in  a  few  days,  and  fthoiiid 
you  aeo  any  change  for  tlie  worse  in  your 
uncle  send  immediately  for  ute." 

The  worthy  pliy^iciiui  proved  wise  in  his 
judgment,  on  he  had  ahonu  hiiitself  wise  in  his 
advice.  The  wild  gleam  in  llic  eye,  and  the 
jealuus  irritability  aeemod  to  have  di«ap]>eared 
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togetlicr  ;  and  under  Delaval'a  aiFectionate 
care  and  skilful  treatment  his  uncle  gradually 
regained  hie  health  and  composure,  if  that  at 
least  could  be  called  compoeure  which  had  all 
the  panga  of  grief,  without  ite  relief  of  tears. 

There  were  no  violent  burets  of  sorrow — 
Mr.  Morton  never  named  his  wife,  unless 
compelled  to  do  so,  but  a  thousand  circura- 
atancee  showed  that  she  was  ever  in  his 
thoughts.  Ill  all  things  about  the  house  and 
groundfi,  concerning  which  Morton  took  parti- 
cular care  tliat  his  uncle  should  be  consulted, 
never  himself  giving  an  order  without  first 
speaking  to  liini  on  the  eubject,  it  was  evident 
that  his  lost  IVIargarct's  wishes  and  tastes 
were  ever  considered.  Every  thing  that  had 
lielonged  exclusively  to,  or  been  daily  touched 
by  her  was  sacred  in  his  eyes;  and  to  be 
moved  only  by  himself.  He  insisted  on  having 
her  dressing-room  arranged  exactly  as  it  had 
been  during  her  life !  and  never  did  he  retire 
to  rest  without  first  paying  it  a  visit. 


SS4 


THB    BXPBCTAST. 


On  entering  the  saloon  his  «ye  tn«titotly 
sought,  fttitl  as  inotantJy  tnifised  his  wife's  fiivo- 
rite  chnir— Umt  chmr  in  which  iliu  had  dicti; 
iind  which  Imd  been  rcmoYuI  l>;  IVUvnlV 
order:  am)  tticn  ngaiii  cmne  tlint  wild  luid 
painful  glcHU) ;  but  it  potwcd  away  on  tlic-  lu- 
ataai  when,  in  oiiRwer  t«  hi*  iiniieriouA  que^ 
tion  of  where  it  woa,  and  his  m  imperious  com- 
mand to  liavc  il  replaced,  his  ne|)licw  cxplaincO 
in  gentle  and  affcctiountc  toni's  that  it  had 
been  carefully  put  away  lc»t  it«  eight  might 
pain  him  i  but  sfaonld  be  brought  back  in  n 
moment. 

The  Bight  of  the  chair  brought  in  by  tlie  old 
butlei-  and  Delavol  himsclt^  aad  carried  with  a 
careful  attention  whicli  proved  that  they  lookwl 
ii{)on  it  with  regard  and  reverence ;  and  their 
cMiipliaDoe  with  his  desire  to  be  left  alone, 
liiuutihed  all  remaining  truces  of  bia  eudden 
irritation. 

Whi-n  Delaval  re-entered  the  room,  he  found 
ihe  chair,  titc  work  table,  tlie  working  nutterinU 
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and  the  book  she  had  been  reading,  till  placed 
in  exactly  the  same  positions  as  on  the  day  of 
his  aunt'a  death.  Even  the  footstool  and  little 
vase  of  flowera  had  sot  been  foi^otten ;  and 
beaide  that  chair  with  a  saddened  look  sat  the 
one  who  had  loved  her  bo  well  for  more  than 
thirty  years.  And  thus  would  the  poor  old 
man  ait  day  after  day,  rarely  speaking  save 
when  addressed,  but  ever  watching  with 
jealous  care  the  movements  of  those  who 
approached  these  sacred  relics,  lest  any  hands 
but  his  should  touch  them.  His  frame  was  no 
longer  sliaken  by  violent  bursts  of  grief,  but 
hia  cheerful  happy  smile  seemed  gone  for  ever, 
replaced  by  a.  settled  sorrow ;  and  ever  and 
anon  the  silent  tears  would  roll  down  hia  faded 
cheeks,  that  had  lost  their  healthful  colour,  or 
H  lihudder  would  come  across  him  at  the 
memory  of  the  shock  produced  by  the  touch 
of  those  cold — cold  lips.  His  answers  and 
onlers  were  clear,  though  they  were  not 
delivered  till  after  a    short   pause,   as  if  he 
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required  time  to  collect  and  arrange  his  tdvae ; 
h«  wiia  i\3  ivtuly  lu  (;ivv  il>  furiDorly — aft  rendf 
to  rcnd«r  thankx  for  Any  little  kind  ufHoca  nnd 
nltenltoti^  even  rroiii  nM-niidti,  n»  before ;  Ijut 
there  wiu)  uii  inditlcrcuce,  »  listlewnou  in  oU 
he  mid  or  did  irliich  wna  |iiunful  to  tbow 
uroiind  liitu.  Tlivra  wen;  still  life  and  seoa 
and  motion ;  but  llic  buoyant  spirit  of  tha 
life  hiul  dc|iart«<1 — thu  hutid  of  his  love  -vaai 
brukcii;  aim  who  linii  00  long  Atsred  \m  hop(!S 
and  fears  v,aa  gone — and  he  vtn  alone^  Ue 
wot,  &e  kind  and  libcnil  m  ever  to  Dclaval  and 
Clara;  aa  well  plca«Hl  with  their  society,  oiul 
gnitvful  for  their  Eootliing  sympathy,  for  he 
no  longer  showed  any  jealousy  of  the  authority 
of  the  former,  and  consulted  his  wi«he8  ag 
usuiil :  but  he  would  walk  or  at  bcsido  him  in 
«ilcuo<>  iiititc«d  of  chatting  away  as  formerly, 
and  never  once  did  he  jest  with  Clara  on  her 
Idti^hee,  or  ctdl  his  nv])hcw  a  youog  puppy, 
his  once  favorite  term.  He  woidd  soniclJnioa 
eroile    upon     iJtcHi ;     but    it    vias    a    forced 
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and  mournful  HmUe,  that  pained  instead  of 
cheering. 

Painful  as  it  was  for  those  who  loved  bim  to 
see  him  thus,  still  it  was  better,  far  better  than 
to  see  him  with  shattered  iatellect«,  or  the 
prey  of  irritating  suspicions,  and  so  short  a 
time  had  as  yet  elapsed  since  his  sudden  loss, 
that  Delaval  and  bis  other  friends,  including 
Doctor  Sale,  hoped  to  behold  him  at  a  future 
period  restored  to  cheerfulness,  if  not  to 
gaiety. 

He  would  admit  no  visitors,  except  Mr, 
Mitcbel,  the  worthy  rector  of  the  parish,  an 
old  and  valued  fneud,  who  hod  done  all  he 
could  in  former  days  to  prevent  the  spoiling  of 
Delaval ;  and  now  used  every  endeavour  to 
soothe  the  sorrow  of  the  bereaved  husband;  but 
though  none  were  admitted  from  without,  those 
within  his  household  were  exactly  such  as 
were  best  suited  tu  be  his  companions  at  a 
trying  moment. 

The  pitying  looks  and  tones  of  the  gentle 
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Mfiectioukte  Clara  would  have  suuthed,  if  th«y 
could  not  have  rpinovcil  tlic  deepest  euffering ; 
tbe  grateful  and  afrL><iiotiate  eynipstliy  of 
Delaval  iriu)  er|uiJly  touching,  whilst  Mr.  and 
Mn.  Swndfoni  were  quiot,  kind  beuied  people, 
wilb  «aouj^  of  f«cling  and  good  sense  to  pfe- 
vent  their  iiiorcwinfr  their  kin«nuui'»  grief  by 
tnjudiciuun  qticstioDS  or  ooodolciKtM,  whilst 
their  [MUluking  in  some  degree  of  hiit  own 
ruUirally  pLndd  and  ch«crful  disposition  made 
them  still  more  uoocptuhle  coinpuniona  at  the 
prewnt  time. 

They  had  neither  strong  minds,  nor  keen 
obder\-alinu ;  but  these  qualifications  were  not 
Dectkd  to  reoi,Ier  thetu  useful  and  agreeable  to 
Mr.  Morton. 

Hie  days  of  gne*  granted  by  tlie  Dean  of 
Christdiurcli  on  nocouni  of  Mrs.  Morton's 
sudden  death  had  expired,  nnd  DeUval,  wear; 
of  a  ooUege  life,  and  tmwilUng  to  leave  his 
unde  ill  hU  preaont  i^tatc,  would  lain  luive 
miMcd    lluit   term  at  least ;  but  the  old  num, 
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though  evidently  eorry  to  part  with  Him,  was 
peremptory. 

"  No,  Morton ;  she  settled  it  otherwise, 
and  you  must  go.  It  was  her  wish  that  you 
should  take  your  degree.  I  shall  miss  you, 
but  Clara  and  the  Sandfords  will  take  care  of 
me ;  and  an  old  man's  comfort  must  not  be 
thought  of." 

Delaval  began  a  gentle  remonstrance ;  but 
his  uncle's  hurried — "  No — no — you  must  go 
— it  was  her  wish,"  accompanied  by  a  glance 
which  if  not  exactly  the  wild  gleam  that  had 
alarmed  him  before,  boro  sufficient  resemblance 
to  it  to  recall  that  alarm  to  his  mind,  convinced 

him  of  the  danger  of  opposition,  and  checked 
all  further  resistance. 
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CHAPTER   VUI. 


It  was  with  a  heavy  heart  that  Mortou 
Deliival  rc-cnteretl  Oxford.  However  indiffer- 
ent towards  the  many,  his  aifections  were 
strong  towards  the  few  ;  and  once  truly  at- 
tached, that  attaelinient  wouhl  be  enduring. 
If  lie  loved  not  lightly — he  loved  lastingly. 
Mr.f.  Morton  hai.1  not  only  periomied  all  the 
duties  ol",  but  also  won  all  the  affi-ction  due  to 
a  mother;  and  the  piiddeuncss  of  her  death  by 
miiij^liii'^  it  feeling  of  awe  with  his  eorrow, 
i)nly  reiulcred  that  I'orrow  more  deej)  and 
abiding:  whilst  the  state  of  his  unele's  miiid 
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wa8  a  Eource  of  constant  anxiety :  and  Clara's 
cheek  he  fancied  was  now  too  pale,  and  now 
too  flushed  to  denote  the  perfect  health  which 
he  desired  for  her. 

His  loss  and  the  conversations  of  Mr. 
Mitchel  had  given  him  new  subjects  for 
thought ;  and  the  sad  solemnity  of  the  scenes 
through  which  he  had  just  passed  made  the 
jesting  and  worldly  congratulations  of  some  of 
his  college  companions,  on  his  being  one  step 
nearer  to  the  ownership  of  Morton  Park  bo 
])iunful  and  disgusting,  that  he  withdrew  as 
much  as  possible  from  their  society,  under  the 
plea  of  studying  for  hie  examination,  which 
was  to  take  place  at  the  close  of  the  approach- 
ing long  vacation. 

Had  he  been  a  poor  student  like  Ernest 
(iifford  he  might  have  kept  himself  to  himself^ 
as  he  pleased,  but  being  rich  and  willing  to 
lend,  and  too  indolent  always  to  oppose,  where 
til  yield  was  less  trouble,  he  was  still 
far  from  being  a  solitary.     His  fellow  colle- 
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giaiiH  could  still  wnlk,  Inlk,  ride,  And  n-inc  witJi 
him ;  whilnt  Lerwick,  rut  before,  wrw  hi»  fre- 
()uent  coDipiuiion,  wvlcotnvd,  if  iiot  often  twuglit, 
pnrtly  from  linbit,  (wrUy  from  llic  amuHrniCDt 
lie  aDbnlcd  by  liis  nciitc  nnd  lively  rcmnrke  on 
men  itnil  iitimnore. 

Clam'8  Icltcn  were  long  and  frequent  and 
such  iM  cont«DtO(]  her  lover  in  rcgnrd  to  hor- 
i!clf,  nnd  rt'inovcd  much  of  his  anxiety  in  re- 
gard to  otheri<.  Mr.  Morton  grew  better  in 
mind  and  body  every  day — the  former  becom- 
ing more  cheerful,  the  latter  more  strong. 
True  he  rtill  «at  by  the  easy  chair  jilooed  in 
the  favorite  window,  and  his  merry  smile  was 
(•till  only  n  thing  that  had  been,  and  was  not; 
but  hit)  -ligh^  nnd  shudders  were  much  lew  Iro- 
(jueut;  and  he  not  only  sliewed  a  greater 
interc«t  in  what  woii  going  on  around  him,  but 
mthcr  desired  ihan  avoided  ihe  viwis  of  some 
Htmnj^ent  who  had  taken  Wcstboiirne  Cottage 
for  a  year;  st>  tliat  in  time  she  ho|fed  even  the 
smile  might  reapj>car. 
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Westboume  Cottage,  a  aoiall  but  picturesque 
abode,  beloDging  to  Mr.  Morton,  was  situated 
at  one  comer  of  the  Park ;  and  Clara'a  next 
letter  waa  nearly  filled  with  the  praisee  of  one 
of  the  new  tenants.  Mrs.  Fleming  was  all 
that  woman  should  be.  With  a  beautiful  facet 
and  an  exquisite  figure,  every  motion  was  grace, 
every  tone  was  music. 

Her  husband  had  been  dead  eight  years ;  but 
though  her  weeds  were  laid  aside  she  never 
alluded  to  him  without  a  sigh  or  tear ;  and  it 
was  this  deep  feeling  and  community  in  grief 
which  had  made  her  already  so  great  a  favorite 
with  Mr.  Morton,  By  the  secret  sympathy  of 
a  like  sorrow,  she  seemed  to  understand  all  his 
thoughts,  and  answer  to  them ;  and  satisfied 
that  she  would  not  inock  at  his  fancies, 
or  touch  any  thing  which  he  counted  a  relic,  he 
not  only  permitted  her  to  take  a  seat  beside 
him;  but  would  often  place  a  seat  there  for 
her  himself.  Nor  was  it  only  Mr.  Morton 
whom  this  amiable  and  graceful  stranger  had 
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nlreiuly  woo.  The  spell  uf  iier  faaotaauon 
i^eenicd  cast  over  all  tlie  houseliold.  Tbe 
Stuvlfords  were  doliglited  witU  ber ;  and  C'tnru 
wrote  of  Itor  with  lui  entliusiuMn  so  unusual  in 
her,  and  in  a  tone  of  RiKh  HlMolute  demotion 
that  the  Inver  hegiui  to  feel  a  Bomethiog  like 
jealouay  lest  he  should  no  longer  be  the  first 
in  her  alfeclion.  lie  could  not  bear  tho 
thought  that  she  should  lore  another  better, 
or  even  as  well  ng  hintscUV  tliough  that  other 
were  but  a  n-oiiian. 

<  I'he  Indy  had  a  son,  tall,  thiu,  pale,  and 
itteni,  who  M^-iued  to  have  won  but  little  grace 
in  C'hira'»  eyes  ;  and  «  nicoe — a  mere  girl — 
sickly  and  «allow,  who  never  spoke  but  when 
ftpoken  to.  and  then  replied  in  inon<wyllaM»> 
lliis  son  and  niece  wore  nnincd  once  aiKl  no 
inoro,  in  answer  to  I)elav>d'it  ijtiery  if  the 
fascinating  widow  had  no  family ;  it  ww 
iTidcnt  that  they  were  not  in  Iter  tJiouglita;— 
Mr^  Fleming  was  every  tiling — (bey  were 
nuthiDg. 
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Delaval'v  one  and  twentieth  btrtitdfty  had 
p*s»e() ;  but  th«rc  luul  been  no  rcjokii^.  Hia 
kiod  aunt  hail  been  baix^y  n  Dionth  in  ber 
grave,  and  it  vrtm  no  »vn«un  for  mtrth;  but 
Clara  and  Mr.  Morton  bad  both  sent  him 
eouveuira  an<l  good  wialiee;  and  the  latter  luul 
added  an  intimation  tliat  bis  comii^  of  age 
should  be  celebrated  hereafter.  This  remem- 
brance was  moM  plcfuing  to  Dclnvnl's  oiTection- 
ate  heart ;  he  wanted  no  iiubho  festival,  one 
loving  word  from  his  kind  aunt  would  have 
touched  him  more  than  the  loud  buirahfl  of 
thouBanda;  but  that  loving  word  be  wai  ucrcr 
more  to  hear,  and  a  tear  dinuncd  lu»  eye  at  the 
tboogfat. 

His  look  sought  the  maaGolcum  a«  he  ontci^ 
ed  Uie  park  on  hia  return  for  the  long  vacation, 
and  there  it  rented  with  a  fixed  and  eanieat 
gaxc  for  a  whili;,  then,  turning  away  with  a 
shudder,  he  endeavoured  to  throw  off  the 
melancholy  foreboding  which  waa  creeping 
over  hini. 

VOL.    I.  > 
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"Ah,  Clara  I  My  owo  Clara!  How  Veil  1 
h<m  happy  1  hoiv  bcnutiful  I  you  look,"  «x- 
clftimctl  the  enrapturotl  loreri  gazing  with  uii- 
bounJcd  mliuiratioQ  on  the  blushing  fdt\. 
whose  wclcouw  had  been  all  h«  could  wish. 

"  Should  it  not  be  no?  Are  you  not  hcre?- 
Ac  rcpli«d  in  Ibocs  which  Dclaval  deemed 
more  musical  than  ever. 

'  "  And  \s  it  thnt  which  nutkcs  you  m>  lovely; 
Claim?  My  own  ewcct  lord  S«y  it  again. 
Say  it  n  thousand  times — I  should  never  weary 
ttf  Itearinf^  it" 

"  Surely  you  could  not  doubt  it,"  said  Clara 
half  reproachfully. 

"  X  doubt  all  thin);s,  Io^'C,  when  away  Irom 
you." 

"  "  Not  my  affection,  Morton  ?  you  cannoi 
doubt  that." 

"  I  will  my  HO,  tf  it  will  win  from  you  more 
aMurniici'^." 

"  No,  no ;  I  will  utter  no  protestation*  to 
eitcoiinkgc  you  in  faUehood,"  sakl  the  laughing, 
blujtliing  girl 
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*'  Tlien  it  is  I  wlio  nitut  protest,  that  ttie 
world  holds  not  one  »o  fair,  so  dear,  u  CUru 
LuttrcU.  But  1  WW  you  not  at  the  window 
OB  when  last  I  came;  nor  were  you  in  the 
saloon.  1  had  kindly  gr^^^ogs  from  id)  the 
bouseliold  ere  I  heard  your  voke-  1  would 
have  baditotherwise;  andiuetyoureye  the  first." 

*'  And  I  too  hoped  to  be  the  Gret  to  greet 
joii;  but  I  did  nut  expect  you  quite  (>o  soon, 
and  lingered  longer  with  Mrs.  Fleming  than  I 
intended." 

*<  I  am  jealous  of  that  woman,"  cried  Delaval 
with  unusual  abrupmeas. 

•^  Jealous !  How  ungrateful  1  She  was 
praiung  you,  or  I  bad  not  lingered  eo  long," 
Mid  Clara  in  her  sweetest  tones. 

"  Denr  girl  I  Waa  it  really  00  ?  But  how 
can  she  praise  me  not  knowing  me  ?" 

"  She  echoes  the  praises  of  others,  and  has 
always  something  new  on  the  subject.  Indeed 
she  declares  that  if  she  talked  not  of  you  1 
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iliuulil  mwt  k)v«  facr  so  vreU.     But.][OU,do  not 
Uc*crvc  U>  have  tliie  repeated." 

"  Yet,  yea,  love :  tny  it  *g«ini"  crieJ  DcUvil 
ciigcrly.  "  Your  words  duipel  Uie  tbrubodinf; 
wliich  crept  over  mv  oe  1  cotered  the  purk  i-^ 
I  fancied  all  eort»  of  coming  evils." 

"  Then  prav  get  rid  of  <uch  fancies,"  aaid 
Clan  gaily.  "  Even  Mr.  Morton  is  cheerful 
now,  HO  you  must  nut  be  sad." 

"  Arc  >'0U  never  Md,  dear  Clara?" 

"  Can  I  be  sad  when  you  are  with  roe, 
Morton  r 

The  lover  was  silenced — on  this  point  at 
least. 

,,^  And  these  new  tenants  at  Weetboumo— I 
must  hear  more  of  tbem.  Vou  say  but  little  of 
the  gentleman,  Cbnt" 

"  Perhape,  because  he  dtterrea  but  UtUe ; 
certainly  he  says  but  little  for  himself." 

"  Does  he  talk  so  vcr>-  little  ?  Less  tliaa  I 
do?' 
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"  Oh !  a  thousand  times  less." 

"  And  a  thousand  times  less  agreeably — add 
that  too,  dear  Clara." 

'*  Ten  thousand  times  less  agreeably,  though 
you  do  not  deserve  that  I  should  say  so. 
What  odd  fancy  have  you  on  this  subject  ?" 

"  A  fancy  that  I  shall  not  like  these 
strangers ;  and  that  they  will  do  mc  some 
evil" 

"  You  may  like  Mr.  Gilbert  Fleming  or  not, 
as  you  please,  for  he  is  no  especial  fevorite  of 
mine,  though  he  improves  on  acquuntance; 
but  his  mother  you  must  not  only  like,  dear 
Morton,  but  love.  I  have  set  my  heart  upon 
it,  ao  you  must  not  say  me  nay,*  said  Clara 
coaxingly.  "  She  dines  here  to-day,  and  to- 
morrow you  shall  proclaim  yourself  her  slave." 

"  What  Clara,  would  you  have  me  a  slave  to 
two,  or  throw  off  your  chains  entirely  ?" 

"  Neither:  you  most  be  my  slave  still; 
not  that  you  are  inclined  to  obey  me,  as  I  can 
perceive." 
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"  Surely  you  need  not  h*vc  invited  this 
woman  tlie  first  dny  of  my  amral :  I  would 
have  you  all  to  myeclf. 

"  Thi«  wM  'yiut  vrluit  3In^  Flouiitig  liinl^il 
when  Mr.  Morton  prc«««d  the  i>oiut,  though 
•he  yielded  at  loogtli  to  his  entreaties,  n»  we 
iilwuvA  act  on  your  warning  not  to  op]K>ae 
him." 

"  Did  »]ie?"  Mitt  DchiTal  somovtuit  molIiGed. 
"  TIten  I  suppose  J  must  conqaer  tny  prfju<Ucc 
ugninst  her." 

"  Retain  it  till  you  meet,  if  you  like  :  iier 
triumph  will  only  l>e  the  greater." 

Clara  was  right :  the  prejudice,  thon;^ 
luhniticd  to  be  a  prejudice,  wm  retained,  and 
Dolarol's  nweption  of  the  lady  though  gni«;fiil 
and  gentlemanly  was  not  cordial ;  but  ere  tho 
evening  closed  he  wm  linlening  to  her  musicid 
tOOM  with  oiten  delight,  thinking  those  tones 
hot  little  less  sweet  tlion  riaruV  own.  ^Ire. 
FFoming's  triumph  was  complete.  Thongh 
l(Hig  post  ta  proHKre  jttOKSte,  for  her  son  was 
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Hvv  and  twcut;,  abo  was  ettU  n  Iteautil'ul 
woiaan,  looking  much  younger  than  she  really 
Was,  whilst  her  figure  waa  jterfeoti  and  every 
luoveineut  00  strikingly  gnoeful  tlwl  the  eye 
foltowcd  her  ali^test  motion  with  dcttglil  itiid 
ndmi  ration. 

CUra  had  nut  exaggerated :  every  motion 
waa  grace— every  tone  was  muuc  ;  whiUt  (he 
•mile  that  ncoomponicd  her  gmcious  wunla 
(md  all  h<T  words  were  gracious)  was  ao  soft, 
eo  bland,  tlmt  niH)c  could  r«8iet  its  gentle 
influence ;  and  none  once  within  the  spell  of 
her  fasdnations  would  sock  to  break  from  tlicir 
flowery  bondngc.  Her  chaiue  were  not  broken 
for  they  ncwr  galled ;  thoy  were  too  soft,  and 
as  it  accmcd,  too  vLight  to  be  felt  as  bonds  and 
rouse  resistance. 

Mr&  Fleming  neither  commanded  admiration 
nor  exacted  homage ;  kihI  yet  no  woman  won 
mcffe  of  both ;  and  that  jvecieely  because  «he 
neither  commmided,  nor  exacted.  She  was  not 
what  would  bo  called  an  animated  peiaon — her 
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fitoi'  never  lit  up  with  8  auddcn  glow — her 
riHCC  tnodulaUid  to  n  low  but  perfect  melody, 
never  roee  or  tank  with  tlic  fire  of  gonioa,  or 
ihi)  cxcitcmeut  of  strong  foeliiig; : — thoro  wm 
no  bunt  of  cnthusiaoDi — do  rx\»h  of  licry 
eloquence — no  HiHirklc  of  wit  in  her  ooDver- 
tiiitioa ;  but  her  <liMCourde  tlowc<l  on  Uko  a 
placid  itrvnm  through  lovclj  nimdow^  nuiking 
idl  fertile  and  smiling  nrnund.  She  wm 
neither  the  roaring  torrent  nor  ihe  mightj 
river:— she  neither  startled,  nor  nstoatshed; 
but  ahc  moved  aod  bIio  won  by  the  gentle 
gmciousneea  of  idl  she  said  and  did. 

If  she  had  been  gay  in  her  youth,  all  the 
exubcntnc«  of  that  gaiety  had  been  wuro  down 
iind  Aotlcnod  by  years  or  eorrow ;  and  to  hear 
her  lough  was  n  nurity;  but  her  emile  coa- 
tenied  and  enthrallixl  each  (me  who  met  it« 
witcliery :  ok!  men  aiid  maidens — young  lueii 
and  matrons — all  yielded  at  onee  to  the  [mwer 
of  her  speU,  not  only  without  reluctance,  but 
willingly,  joyfully,  glorying  in  their  devotion. 
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Nor  was  she  caprioions  in  bcr  kindness  and 
attention:  no  ihorp  wonla  ever  escaped  (rom 
her  lipo — no  sharp  ^ance  was  shot  forth  trom 
her  soft  hazel  eye :  there  was  no  affronting 
indifference  in  her  tone  or  manner,  but  her 
UandnesB  and  gracious  interest  were  showered 
equally  on  all — the  grave  and  the  gay — the 
dull  and  the  clever— the  rich  and  die  poor. 
She  was  not  one  thing  to  one,  and  another  to 
another;  bnt  the  same  to  each,  and  at  all 
times ;  listening  with  attention,  soothing  with 
sympathy,  sharing,  though  in  her  own  graceful, 
placid  manner,  the  cares  and  the  joys  of  those 
around  her. 

There  was  nothing  original  or  striking  in  her 
conversation ;  no  one  single  sentence  tlirough- 
out  a  whole  day  worthy  of  finding  place  in  a 
note  book ;  but  she  never  uttered  a  ungle 
word  that  could  offend,  or  even  annoy,  her 
perfect  tact  alwaya  guiding  her  to  select  the 
tiubjects  moat  pleasing  to  her  hearers.  Not 
that  she  could  be  accused  of  flattery  or  codip 
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pUmcnt ;  but  lier  exquisite  taste  and  good  feel- 
ing enabled  her  to  c1h>o«!  And  arrange  ber 
worda  like  h«r  gumcote  with  grace  and  judg- 
ment. 

The  ignorant  feared  her  not  for  licr  learning 
—the  ol«ver  dreaded  hor  not  a»  a  rival — she 
never  laid  bcrecU'  out  for  admiration — the 
never  sought  to  exhibit  her  grace  or  nccutii- 
plishmenta ;  and  tltere  waa  notliing  about  her 
in  dreaa  or  manner,  exquUit«ly  «I«gant  n»  were 
both,  that  gave  j-ou  an  idea  of  study  or  aftecta- 
tioo,  save  that  such  a  perfect  harmony  of  rhu- 
ractcr  and  demeanour  >e  rarely  the  entire  gift 
of  nature,  which  said  nature,  lovely  a»  she  it, 
to  satisfy  our  conventional  ideas,  requires  tlic 
jKilishing  of  education  and  society. 

It  wan  not  only  with  Clani  and  Mr.  Morton 
Ihat  Mri.  Fleming  stood  in  Riicli  high  estima- 
Hon:  she  wae  equiUiy  ft  favorite  with  the 
SaiHlfordi!  and  lh«  whole  household ;  and  Dcla* 
Till  too,  as  his  lady-love  hod  |>r«dicted,  was,  crc 
momiog,  one  of  her  mo«t  devoted  admirers. 
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She  had  talked  to  him  of  Clara  with  the 
touching  tendemeBB  of  a  mother,  praising  her 
beauty,  her  sweetnees,  and  grateful,  amiable 
temper  in  terms  that  contented  even  her  lover. 
She  had  spoken  of  his  aunt,  repeating  what 
she  had  heard  of  her  from  the  cottagers  round ; 
and  she  had  qmken  of  Mr.  Morton — his  Iobs — 
his  temper — his  sorrow ;  and  the  way  to  soothe 
him  with  a  judgment  that  guned  his  respect ; 
and  a  kindness  that  brought  tears  into  both 
their  eyes. 

She  too  had  lost  the  one  beet  beloved,  and 
could  therefore  understand  his  feelings  she 
sud ;  and  the  faltering  tone  of  the  speaker 
won  Delaval's  alfectionate  heart  at  once,  whilst 
the  pleasure  which  her  society  afforded  to  Mr. 
Morton,  and  the  gentle  but  persevering  at- 
tempts which  she  made  to  win  him  to  cheerful- 
nesB,  and  free  him  from  the  power  of  morbid 
feelings,  secnred  the  thanks  of  his  grateful 
nephew. 

To  repair  the  injustice  of  his  former  pre- 
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judioe,  ni  i»  the  wont  witli  geoerous  miiKls, 
Delaval  wm  inclined  to  run  uito  tlie  opposite 
vxtrciiiv,  aiid  cn<low  Mn.  Flvuiiug  with  virttied 
nbuYC  th«  virtues  of  wotuankiixU  &&>>  >»  the 
ovi'rllon-ing  of  hU  rcpcntiuicc,  lie  vrw  inclined 
tu  regard  licr  «on  witli  fiir  more  fmvor  t)Mn  lie 
hml  expected  he  should  have  donii  from  Clnm'* 
report. 

Tall,  gnilu,  and  thin,  he  bore  a  certnin  re«em- 
hhtnct!  lo  l)i»  inoUicr  in  person  und  umnner, 
though  not  as  pleasing  ae  her  in  either.  The 
HynLmctry  of  bis  figure  waa  not  quite  as  per- 
fect— his  grace  not  quite  wetiiking— his  Bmilee 
more  rare,  and  not  eo  gracious ;  but  his  tone& 
were  as  musical — singularly  eo  for  a  nan — and 
his  cj-es  wore  undoubt«dIy  finer ;  large,  dark, 
and  at  times  nio^t  »j)caking,  but  eclduin  niitK^l 
aiMl  Btill  more  seldom  bearing  any  marked  ex- 
preMion.  He  wm  silent—  very  silent ;  but  not 
from  any  dc6eiency  in  intellect,  or  informntion, 
aa  he  fully  proved  when  discoursing  with 
Delaval  after  the  todies  tutd  quitted  Uie  dining 
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room.  He  had  neither  the  energetic  will,  nor 
the  elevated  views  of  Giffbrd;  and  like  hia 
mother  there  was  nothing  original  or  striking; 
in  hia  conversation — no  burst  of  enthueiasm — 
no  startling  sentence  to  rivet  the  attention,  and 
dwell  on  the  memory ;  bat  he  was  more  than 
a  mere  quiet,  gentlemanly  young  man.  If  not 
deeply  learned  he  was  intelligent,  and  could 
converse  agreeably  on  the  things  he  had  seen 
abroiul  :ind  at  home,  and  above  all,  there  was  a 
something  most  peculiarly  flattering  to  the 
pensoD  with  whom  he  was  conversing  in  his 
manner  cither  when  listening,  or  speaking,  a 
rapt  attention  whilst  the  former — an  air  of 
mingled  regard,  respect,  and  confidence  whilst 
the  latter. 

Then  hia  demeanour  towards  Clara  was  pre- 
cisely such  aa  her  lover  would  have  dictated, 
had  dictation  been  in  his  power.  His  looks 
and  manner  conveyed  the  most  respectful 
admiration,  unmixed  with  any  warmer  feeling; 
and  though  ready  and  scrupulous  in  the  per- 
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formonce  of  all  the  little  dctitile  uf  politeneea 
due  to  liur  M  u  fctualv,  unci  ilctuitudod  by  all  tlic- 
foriiiH  of  society,  he  never  thrust  hiineclf  for- 
wnrd  to  attract  her  ootioc— never  sotight  to 
CDgroes  h«r  oouvcraatjon  i  and  if  accidentally 
seated  beside  Iter,  be  yielded  his  pkc«  at  onee 
to  Delavol ;  not  abruptJy,  but  geutly,  under 
dome  veiling  |»%text ;  and  withaftniile  nt  the 
lover  which  emd — '  You  are  a  hajijiy  iiian, 
and  deserve  to  be  bo.  I  meddle  not  with  i^utir 
bUn.' 

In  short,  the  Flemings,  mother  and  eon. 
ivere  not  t;nly  popular,  but  deserved  lu  bo  bo  ; 
for  by  their  delicate  bict  and  ])bicid  gentle 
manners  they  soothed  the  griefs  and  liamio- 
nized  the  tempers  of  those  around  lh«m,  and 
Delaval,  delighted  with  the  strangers  against 
whom  he  had  been  [>rejudiced,  not  only  spoke 
vrnrntly  in  tlteir  praiset  but  ex|>reM«d  his  plea- 
sure that  hie  uuelu  and  CtAni  should  hUTO 
found  suelt  agreeable  neighbours — friends  be 
iiugfat  akuo«t  have  uddcd,  for  liabits  of  iati- 
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Duicy  were  d^j  growing  up  between  the 
families,  which  promised  to  make  them  soon 
forget  how  recent  the  date  of  their  actiuaint- 
ance. 

Mr.  MortoD  who,  if  not  absolntely  cheerful, 
waa  veiling  towards  it,  had  already  learnt  to 
deeire  Mrs.  Fleming's  presence  that  he  might 
talk  with  the  affectionate  widow  of  her  who 
was  gone,  and  feel  his  sorrow  lessened  by  her 
gentle  sympathy :  — Clara  looked  to  her  for  a 
lesson  in  singing,  and  the  Sandfords  greeted 
the  appearance  of  her  son  with  pleasure,  he 
seemed  to  take  such  interest  in  all  they  said 
or  did.  Thus  scarcely  a  day  passed  without 
the  families  meeting,  once  if  not  twice  during 
its  course ;  yet  this  viuting  was  so  well  ar- 
ranged by  Mrs.  Fleming  and  her  son  that 
n^her  were  ever  felt  to  be  in  the  way  by  any 
one  of  the  inhabitants  of  Morton  Park,  though 
its  hospitable  owner  would  have  had  them 
dine  there  nearly  every  day.  It  was  barely  a 
quarter  of  an  hour's  walk  from  the  stately  oU 


nmirion  to  the  pietoreaqae  madem  oottag^ 
and  if  it  nia«t)  the  carnage  wis  ahr^rs  ready 
to  beat  these  new  corner*  to  and  fro. 

-^  We  must  not  encroach  im  your  [ninl^ea, 
but  vield  dew  Clan  to  tou  dming  your  stay, 
and  content  ourselTes  with  ctriTutg  to  conaole 
her  tor  your  tibsence,"  remaifced  Mrs.  Flemii^ 
to  Delavs],  with  a  winiung  nnile.  "  I  am  sot 
st>  old  Imt  I  can  Doderetand  and  share  in  a 
!over'<  hi*]io^  ami  fear?,  and  Mise  Luttrell  must 
;'i-  loveil  I'v  all  who  know  her.  There  are  few 
who  have  ^ucli  a  f-roepect  of  happiness  opening 
.■lit  hi'tore  them,  anil  few  who  so  well  deserve 
ii.  Slu-uld  T  ever  l*e  in  your  way  you  must 
toll  me," 

She  ne\or  was  in  his  war :  in  all  their  walks 
;iiul  ilrivi'^,  nnil  tliev  were  almost  doily,  the 
to  vers  were  lefi  without  any  embarrasnog 
i-nmnients  er  mainriivre;*  to  themsehxs ;  and 
Mr.  MiTtoiiV  ment.ll  anil  bodily  health  im- 
pniviil  ~i'  n>|iidly  that  the  affectionate  Delaval 
I'elt  truly  gr.iteful  tn  Mrs,   Fleming,  to  whoee 
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eoothin^  nttentione  he  princi{HilIy  attribut4Hl 
Utc  Itappjr  ohungo.  Mre.  Mortoii  itm  not  for- 
gotten :  she  waa  still  loved — still  remembered ; 
but  the  painful  effects  caused  by  the  sbooit  of 
her  sudden  death  were  giadually  paseiog  away. 
DeUral  felt  that  his  uacle,  no  longer  suapicioua 
or  irritable,  rejoiced  in  his  presence,  and  m  the 
fearful  doiibtx  whicli  had  o[>])rG«!«d  him  faded 
from  liiti  mind,  he  too  felt  hii[>]H<:r  than  lie  had 
done  since  the  death  of  his  aimt;  and  the 
Aiture  aj^ia  showed  bright  and  unoluti<.led. 

But  whilst  Mrs.  Fleming  and  her  son  won 
golden  opinions  t'rom  all,  and  bmkcd  as  it  were 
in  the  warmth  of  their  neighbour  at  Morton 
Park,  there  was  one  member  of  tlieir  family, 
who  morning  aAer  morning,  evening  after 
erening,  sat  lonely  and  desolate  at  Westbouroe 
Cottage,  or  if  she  accompanied  her  relatives  sat 
silent  and  shy,  shrinking  into  a  corner  with  her 
lips  compressed,  and  her  eyea  bent  on  the 
ground,  unleas  a  book  was  given  her,  and  then 
thoec  eyes  were  bent  on  its  pages,  and  rarely 
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raisod  let  th«  G<>iiverwtioii  be  what  it  would ; 
but  OS  elie  never  itiitde  a  ooiDmeat  on  wlutC  «tu) 
read,  uid  coloured,  etauuuerod,  aod  scarcely 
anawered  when  usked  her  opinioD  of  the 
voluniei  none  knew  how  little  or  how  much 
Bh«  ouni|ire1icDd«d  of  what  'she  bad  perused  ; 
Hod  this  one  wae  leahel  May,  the  or[Jtiut  niece 
of  Klra.  Fleming — tlie  pole,  iiiekly,  #ileut  giri 
of  whom  Clara  had  writlen  m  hrietly. 

So  exceedingly  shy  tlut  Ute  prewnoe  of 
strangers  was  nhBoIutely  pnint'tilf  ae  welt  as 
embarrassing,  the  poor  girl  would  nerer  of  her 
ovrn  good  will  have  apj)carud  at  Morton 
Park,  for  to  ber  solitude  was  a  pleaente  not  a 
penance  ;  but  its  kind  hearted  owner  could  not 
bear  the  thought  of  her  always  binng  left 
alone;  and  Mrs.  Fleming,  annoyed  at  her 
diyncM,  and  eonseqocnt  awkwardneea,  would 
frequently  yield  to  the  kind  old  man's  entreaties 
thinking  thus  U>  mntiuer  Isabel's  timidity,  and 
gradually  mould  bcr  mnnneni  into  a  nMRi- 
blaiMC  uf  her  own. 
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'^TiuikyAi,  Mr.  Delnvat,  for  yoiir  Atten- 
tion to  my  poor  niece,"  wiUJ  Mm  FleniiDg  one 
dfty  to  Morton,  who  liiul  just  been  mppljing 
IMel  with  t  book,  and  striving  to  eneourage 
her,  as  be  hiul  often  (lone  before  by  ft  few  kind 
MforH^  tiiat  neeHed  no  reply ;  for  her  perfect 
quietude,  which  never  entailed  tny  trouble 
upon  him,  hod  made  her  too  a  sort  of  fuTOrite. 
"  Poor  thing !  she  has  never  quite  got  over  the 
death  of  her  dear  inothvr,  tlivugh  that  i«  oovr 
oenrly  two  years  ago;  indeed,  alie  will  even 
now  at  tiinci  biintt  into  ii  passion  of  tears  at 
tl«s  thought  of  lier  loss,  and  1  fear  U  pining 
nway  with  grief;  but  in  Toin  I  endenvour  to 
vin  her  to  the  cheerfulneas  fitting  her  age. 
My  foat  aster  doted  on  her,  and  I  fear  this 
doting  will  prevent  her  bearing  tlte  tosses  and 
orosseB  of  this  life  ae  ahe  should.  She  is  plain 
— her  features  irreguiar — her  complexion  sallow 
—her  figure  meagre ;  and  her  air  and  manitors, 
in  fipite  of  all  my  care,  distrea^ogly  awkward ; 
but  she  i»  feeling  and  good  tenipcn}di  ao  I 
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hope  to  soe  her  grow  uj)  an  amiable,' tTinugfi 
not  a  handsome  woman.  Her  future  fste 
caufic§  mc  much  anxiety.  Her  fithcr  waa  n 
spendtbrift,  so  s]]c  inherits  nothing  from  h«r 
mother,  save  her  Borrows ;  whibt  my  mcana 
are  hut  scanty,  and  what  I  have,  must  of  rightj 
go  to  Gilbert,  eo  ehonid  I  die  itoon,  and  I  count 
not  uD  long  life,  I  know  not  whkt  would 
become  of  hor ;  and  ev«n  if  I  live,  there  ia 
little  hope  of  her  attractions  o^'erpowerii^ 
her  poverty,  and  winning  the  regard  of  Home 
worthy  man,  with  the  means  and  the  will  to 
support  and  protect  her.  Rnt  I  know  not  why 
I  am  wearying  yon  with  these  painful  famSy 
details,  unless  it  is  that  your  kindncsa  to  tlie 
poor  child  cheated  me  into  the  belief  tint  yoQ 
felt  an  interest  in  her,  malcii^  me  forget,  M 
you  often  do,  the  shortness  of  our  acqunintanoc 
— nuy  I  say  friendship?^ 
^  "  Certainly,  my  dear  ntudain ;  if  you  make  the 
nmror  rest  with  me,"  rcpIJwI  IX-Iaval  warmly, 
touched  by  the    lady'e    faltering  tones,    and 


THE  EXMXTXttT. 


MS 


I 


downcast  ejea.  "  Poor  Inabel'd  health  will 
improve  I  hope,  and  with  it  her  beauty ;  your 
niece  should  be  lovely  and  gntcefol." 

"  She  takes  aftcv  hex  father's  fatoUy,  I  faucy. 
more  than  her  mother's;  for  my  sietcr  was 
very  lovely  iiU  worn  dowu  by  Huflmng.     But 
agwn  aiu  I  rewunUog  your  kitidiicM  by  wenry- 
uig  liuni-nUtioiw.     Xlii^rc  are  few  young  men 
rich,  handaumCi  and  U>vcr»,  withal,  who  would 
bestow  a  thuii^ht  on  a  ehy,  siclcty  girl.     Had  I 
a  daughter  I  sltould  envy  CluM  for  her  sake. 
Th«re  is  Mr.  Morton  looking  for  me  I  see,  and 
Clara  ghmciug  tuw>ird»  you;  I  muat  debun 
you  no  longer.     It  is  a  beautiful  thing  your 
uncle's    aBectioa   ibr    bis  lost  wife — a  tiling 
scarcely  of  earth,  and  peculiarly  touching  to 
me,  who  know  all  tlic  agony  of  porting  with 
the  beloved  jwulnwof  long  years." 

The  next  uiorning  saw  Deho-al  at  route  to 
call  on  a  distant  neighbour  At  his  uncle's  re- 
quest^ by  whom  he  was  charged  with  a  meiwagc, 
concerning  come  road  that  was  to  be  turned ; 
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bui  he  bad  not  pn)C€cd«d  far  eie  be  eoooun* 
tei-ed  faiiu  to  wbom  be  was  bound ;  aud  thev 
returned  together  to  Morton  Park.  ,f. 

IIU  presence  being  no  longer  needed,  the 
lover  liurried  off  to  Wcetboome  in  hopes  of 
arriving  in  time  to  join  the  party  in  an  ex- 
cunion  n-liich  h&d  been  phumed  the  preceding 
e\'eoing ;  but  the  irosb  track  of  carriage  wheels 
on  the  little  aweep  before  the  door  ooavinced 
biui  that  he  canie  too  late;  and  he  was  debat- 
ing hon-  and  where  he  ehould  bc«tuw  himself 
duriug  tbdr  absence,  wbcu  be  saw  Ixobel 
tbrougli  the  wiudow,  and  approached  to  apeak 
tt>h«r. 

Tlie  u[)artmcDt  though  email  waa  picturesque, 
und  the  elegant  arrangoiaent  of  tlic  flower*  aod 
utber  trifles  showed  that  the  hnod  and  tiute  of 
Mn.  Fleming  had  been  there.  W^baterer  she 
touched,  save  lier  niece,  ecetncd  moulded  into 
grace  itself,  or  placed  in  a  graceful  posilion.  A 
l>ook  might  appear  to  have  been  tlirown  a^de 
in  a  listless  mood;  jret  if  ber  hand  had  thrown 
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it,  the  most  critical  eje  could  iiot  have  wieliei) 
it  moved  to  the  riglit  or  to  the  IcIV.  Gvcry 
thing  was  placed  in  the  situation  best  suited  to 
it.  The  folds  of  her  euruios  fell  ns  the  folda 
of  no  ollu^r  curtains  fcll^-ci-cn  the  bell  ropet 
did  not  look  stiff;  and  tliu  tof}'  flowers  which 
the  tended  eecmcd  to  grow  more  graeGfuUy 
than  the  flowers  tended  by  otlicni. 

All  thingH  in  und  about  tlie  room  told  of 
herself,  imd  nut  of  her  nieec ;  nnd  yet  there 
vni8  ti  somelhing  «o  ntrikiiis  in  the  looW  iind 
attitude  of  that  nioce,  thut  I>f  lavul  continued 
u))on  her  with  m  much  interest,  and 
more  »uq>rise  than  he  would  have 
gazed  upon  her  uuiit 

"The  girl  was  seated  at  a  small  table  in  the 
c-entrc  of  the  room  -,  and  on  that  table  rested 
one  of  her  elbows,  whilst  the  other  hand  held 
baek  the  leaves  of  a  book  which  lajr  ofien 
i»cfiire  hev.  TTie  broad,  rich  lipht  of  a  nurnmcr 
Bim  streaming  in  through  an  opposite  window, 
the   muslin  curtain   of   which   had    been  put 
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a»i(t«,  threw  out  ttic  face  and  bust  of  tbc  giH 
!n  «uch  full  rcltcfi  tluit  ^t(>rt«>n  could  uiarii 
even  the  sUgbtcet  variatiun  in  tbc  cxprcceion 
of  bcr  fotturce:  and  waa  eurpriscd  to  obsene 
the  various  cxprcseiuns  of  wiiicli  tbosc  features 
wear  VAjtablc ;  fvca  tbc  sallow  cbcck  Ut  up 
oocMtonally  wjlb  a  famt  glow,  w  if  typical 
tbat  miad  ouuld  master  body. 

At  fintt  the  pole  lips  inorecl  with  a  huiried 
motion,  and  tltc  leaven  were  turned  over 
quickly,  wbilvt  ber  countenance  expressed  an 
eager  interest,  though  a  half  sniile  curled  those 
Vi\»  at  tiinea,  as  if  some  quaint  word  or  thought 
bad  moved  her  to  quiet  mirth.  But  gradual^ 
thLi  eager  interest  deepened  into  a  grsver  and 
niore  earnest  awe — the  leaves  were  turned  over 
more  slowly— a  line  of  thooght  came  across 
the  youthful  brow — boUi  elbows  were  placed 
on  tbc  tabic,  and  tbc  bowed  head  rested  on  the 
supporting  bands,  tlie  long  thia  fingers  of 
which  played  unconscioudjy  with  ber  plainly 
braided  hair,  then  tbru»t    ib    wilb    a    baaly 
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motiuii  back  from  tho  temi>lca,  whero  tlii^  l>la« 
veiiu  were  swelling  and  iKating.  Tlw  devour- 
ing erea  reached  Ibe  end  of  Uie  pngc — «  deep 
drawn  breath  ehowetl  the  luixious  intext»t  of 
the  reader — i>ne  blender  finger  w«a  placed  wilh 
n  hurried  gesluro  on  a  particular  «pot — tlie 
]iide  li])S  worked  trith  some  strong  emotion, 
Uiottgh  no  soiim],  not  even  a  Gugb  issued  TurLli, 
wliiUt  ever}'  feiature  wore  the  impreta  of  higher 
hoped  than  belong  to  thta  mere  work-n-daj' 
world. 

Morton  looked,  as  wo  have  said,  in  surprise 
ndmimtion  on  the  youthful  student,  wiilt 
her  beating  bosom  and  earnest,  thoughtful 
f/ue.  Could  tliis  be  the  silent,  shy,  and  stupid 
Isabel,  with  iVigtitencI,  awkward  lur,  and 
vtaaiiiienng  tongue,  whose  eyes  seemed  ever 
glued  to  the  earth;  and  whose  whole  conn- 
tvmaoc  WAS  uaunlly  so  stolid  and  expression- 
lew  ?  If  her  figure  hnd  little  of  her  aunt's 
graCtt,  thetw  was  an  energy  in  her  whole 
attitude — it  might  ulinoet  be  ttaid  a  passion — 
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which  cxcit«d  the  wonder,  and  riretted  the 
gnzfi  of  the  obscn'Cr.  Wlwt  work  could  have 
nwnkened  euch  new  and  povrcrful  emotiooB? 
What  Uioiight  could  have  thue  strongly  moT«d 
that  seetuinglj'  dull  and  ImtuuTcablc  nature? 
WhattvtT  might  he  the  cau»c  of  this  strong 
emotion  it  was  evident  that  the  girl  hcnelt' 
was  half  startled  at  ita  power.  It  was  one  of 
those  epochs  of  youth  when  a  word  or  look, 
touching  some  hidden  spring,  same  iindeveloped 
thought,  givc0  to  the  half  awakened  mind  a 
Buddea  impulse,  changing  the  current  of  its 
coune,  ur^g  it  on  with  lightning  ^^do^ 
city  i  and,  it  may  be,  making  or  marring  at  a 
touch. 

There  are  few  but  the  very  duUeet  who 
cannot  remember  in  their  young  days  how 
their  hearU  were  thii£  Flronj;ly  moved,  or  thor 
niindc  received  an  impulse  from  words  written 
or  ftpoken ;  how  some  new  book  was  as  n  now 
Mutation,  and  was  thought  of  with  a  rcBpuctlul 
,  xervrenoe  Ihul  nearly  oiikounted  to  idolatry. 
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Mortuii  Dclaval  liaJ  liecn  bIcwcJ  by  iiiUur- 
with  a  brilliant  inut^^ation,  niul  tlioiich  Ok 
rralitics  of  life  had  hitJicrto  b«en  9t>  plcai<!»g, 
that  he  ncodod  not  the  tlreamy  pueny  uf  the 
UDTval  to  make  him  bleat,  yet  stjll  there  wiw 
the  imii^iuktive  mind — the  love  of  the  bcniitiful 
—the  jtovtry  of  feeling ;  aad  to  such  the 
emotion  of  tJic  ntckly  girl,  tluiugh  somewhat 
«ur prising,  wai*  tiot  iticoiiipruhvmiiblc.  llv 
oould  divine  what  ahe  felt — lit:  only  wondered 
that  she  could  thus  feel ;  aud  n  fiincied  resent- 
bhwoe  in  the  lolly  brow,  and  enrnci^t  eye  to  hix 
friend  Gifford  increased  the  interest  with  which 
he  had  before  regnrdtMi  her. 

Curious  to  learn  whnt  work  hml  Uiuj*  stirred 
her  youthful  spirit  hu  crept  in  on  tiptoe,  that 
be  might  look  ovtu-  her  nhouldcr.  That  work 
was  "  The  Ancient  Mariner;"  and  the  finger 
was  placed  on  those  beautiful  lines,  the  moral 
as  it  were  of  that  startling,  awful  uJe,  which 
the  most  commonplace  can  acarcely  read  un- 
moTed. 
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"  Ilf  prsTTib  bat,  who  Uncih  bcrt. 
All  thingt  bolli  gn*t  and  amiJI  | 
Tot  (he  drar  God  ihu  loivUi  lu, 
He  nwrlp  and  lorvlh  kll." 

The  glaring  Itglit,  tlie  intru<ling  »to|>  hod  ntl 
been  alike  uniunrkcd.  The  eye  wm  turned 
on  the  things  of  the  outer  world,  but  it  mw 
them  not — tliere  was  enough  to  occ»|>]r  the 
niinfi  in  the  stirring  thoughts  within. 

Moi-tou  spoke  not,  nod  laabel  loo  continued 
giilenl  till  her  feelings  no  longer  broukvd 
control,  uad  then  bowing  her  faco  on  her  spread 
hand^  she  wept 

"  Icabc),  what  ails  you 't  Why  do  you 
weep,  poor  child  ?"  askvd  Slorton  kindly.  a>  be 
saw  the  tears  Btcal  throngh  her  fiug>?rB,  biyii^ 
his  hand  gently  on  her  Bhoiilder  as  he  spoke. 

The  frightened  j^l  started  up  at  his  words, 
and  uttered  a  itiint  cry,  whilst  nock,  face,  and 
brow  were  crimsoned  with  shame  and  alann. 

"  Be  not  w)  terrified,  Isaijel.  It  if  only  I," 
Hid  Mortoii  sooth  in(^ly. 

"  I  thought  I  was  alone;  but  you  will  not 
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tell  my  aunt,"  replied  the  girl,  holding  out  her 
hand  aller  gazing  earnestly  into  hie  face  for  a 
moment,  the  first  time  that  she  lud  done  so 
^ce  their  acquaintance. 

"  I  will  not  betray  you,"  answered  Morton, 
touched  with  her  manner,  half  pleading,  half 
confiding ;  and  preBsing  kindly  the  thin,  small 
hand  extended  towards  him.  "  But  why  may 
I  not  tell  your  aunt  ?"  he  questioDed,  struck 
with  a  sudden  suspicion  that  Mrs.  Fleming 
might  m>t  be  as  bland  at  home  as  abroad. 
"  Would  she  scold  you  ?" 

"  No — not  scold — she  never  scolds ;  but  she 
would  not  understand,"  faltered  the  girl  timidly. 

"  Not  understand  what,  Isabel  ?" 

"  I  do  not  know  myself,"  replied  the  girl 
looking  down. 

"  So  it  should  seem ;"  observed  Morton  with 
a  smile. 

"  Tell  me,"  cried  Isabel  e^erly,  again  rais- 
ing her  eyes,  "  can  you  always  explain  what 
you  feel  and  make  otbera  underetand  ?    Can 
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you  always  my  what  you  wiih  U>  <sOy  V — tell  nil 
ttiflt  you  wont  to  tdl  ?  fe  tliore  Dorer  iiny 
thing  here,"  preMDg  hor  hnnd  OD  her  hvarl. 
**  that  you  cauiiot  talk  about  ?  I  ^linll  never 
be  able  to  do  all  this." 

'^  Vou  would  difler  fVom  oU  penont  of  deqT 
feclinj;  if  you  dJJ,"  he  replied  with  a  grvrv 
cnrncstneBS  which  might  have  eccine<l  better 
i^uitct)  for  one  of  riper  ye«rB.  "  There  are 
thoughts,  and  euiotioiu*  for  which  the  toDgue 
\ia»  no  wonU." 

"  Then  you  can  uiider«tjind  me;  and  it  ir> 
not  nit  nonsense  and  folly  aa  uty  aunt  and 
con«iu  ^ay,"  cried  Isabel,  cWpin^  her  hands. 
"  And  do  you  hear  tJie  voices  of  those  loved 
and  gone  in  the  sighing  of  the  wind— through 
the  niiitliiig  leuve^—in  the  murmuring  of 
fiUling  nator,  and  the  eong  of  the  birds?  Do 
you  see  (heir  (iioes  there— there  in  the  clear 
blue  sky  ?  or  diining  through  some  silvery 
cloud? — or  deep  below,  down  in  the  phicid 
waters?     Do  you  feel  their  presence  In  the 
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fragrance  of  a  flower? — in  the  mu«c  of  a 
sound?  And  does  your  spirit  spring  to  greet 
them  at  such  timee  ?"  continued  the  girl  with 
almost  breathless  rapidity,  but  wttb  a  voicv 
which  was  the  realization  of  what  she  Imd 
called  the  music  of  a  sound. 

*'  My  dear  Isabel,  who  could  have  expected 
such  fanctce  under  your  silence  and  shyness," 
observed  Morton  Dclaval,  atiuiled  into  an  ex- 
pression of  his  wonder. 

"  Fancies — fancies,"  repeated  Isabel  niourii- 
fully,  and  with  a  tone  of  disappointment. 
"  That  is  what  my  aunt  and  cousin  call  thein ; 
but  I  thought  you  could  understand — you 
looked  BO  juat  now.  Do  not  you  laugh  at  me ; 
they  are  not  idla  fancies  but  happy — happy — " 

"  Dreams,"  added  Morton  gently,  aa  she 
[>aused  to  find  a  fitting  word.  "  But  the 
dwelling  on  such  thoughts  will  only  increase 
your  grief." 

"  Increase  ? — Oh !  no ;  it  soothes  it  I  should 
he  much  better  if  they  would  but  let  me  be 
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tioae,  and  weep  in  pence.  Rtit  you  have  never 
felt  tbeee  things ;  I  tlio)ij!;ht  nt  first  jou  hud, 
but  you  cannot — you  are  lia[^y,  and  have  00 
many  left  to  love  you." 

"  I  may  have  folt  some  of  these  things,  ns 
you  tenn  thcni ;  but  the  dwelling  on  them  will 
do  you  little  good,  I  fear.  And  are  not  you 
happy  ?  Have  you  not  many  to  love  you  ?" 

"  Happy  ? — Oil,  HO !  no !  I  have  no  mother, 
and  no  brother ;  no  one  to  love  me  now ;"  and 
Isabel  buT^t  into  *  fre.«li  p(u«ion  of  teiirs  nt  the 
thou<j;ht. 

"  But  your  aunt — is  she  not  kind  to  you  ?" 
asked  Morton,  touched  by  her  wix'ping,  draw- 
ing her  kindly  towanls  a  stat  as  he  spoke,  and 
taking  one  beside  Iter. 

"  Yen,  very  kind ;  bnt  for  her  1  should 
starve" 

■'  And  does  she  not  lovo  you?  Do  you  not 
lore  her?" 

"  Tea ;  but  not  as  mamma  lovod  me — not 
as  I  loved  her — not  as  I  loved  dear  Edward." 
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"  Was  that  your  brother  ?" 

"  Yce ;  so  kind — ho  good.  I  thought  you 
like  him  when  you  spoke  just  now;  and  bo  was 
not  OS  much  frightened  as  I  should  otherwise 
have  been." 

"  And  where  is  this  brother?" 

"  Gone  1  gone  I  all  gone  but  me ;  I  hare  no 
mother — and  no  brother— and  no  sister." 

*'  Nor  I,"  said  Morton  much  affected. 
"  ShaU  I  be  your  brother,  Isabel  ?" 

"Will  you?  Will  you?"  she  questioned 
eagerly,  pantingly.  "  I  think  I  should  soon 
love  you  very  much." 

"  Then  I  will  be  your  brother  certainly," 
s)ud  Morton  checking  a  smile,  at  her  simple 
answer,  lest  that  emilc  should  cmbarnLis  her. 
"  And  Clara  shall  be  your  sister.'" 

"  Oh,  no !  she  is  very  gentle,  iind  very 
beautiful ;  but  do  not  tell  her  what  I  have  said ; 
neither  she  nor  my  aunt  could  iinderstanil. 
They  would  laugh,  or  not  let  me  go  out  alone 
to  listen  to  the  wind  and  the  waterfall.  Tlicy 
say  poeta  write  nonsense." 


298 


TtIK  EXPBCTAKT. 


Morton  ninilc  nu  reply.  I>ut  ooDtinttcd  for 
BODio  inomciite  silent  and  tboiightfuL  CLua 
<H>utd  not  uiidcntRDcl  Uicm  thiogH — Clara  said 
)>oct8  wrote  noDHcnsc.  The  words  stnick  him. 
Weil:  thi'}-  then  true  'i  He  i>iiiiscd  to  coiuider, 
luid  tlien  felt  himself  obliged  to  admit,  tbough 
with  {rri-iJit  n-luctancct  that  Clara  might  not  be 
ahlc  to  luidfratand  these  things ;  and  that  the 
had  little  ta«tc  for  the  poetry  of  life,  or  tliv 
|>uctry  of  buukn.  And  why  should  such  a  con* 
viction  annoy  him  ?  She  wn»  beautiful,  gentle, 
aficctionatc,  good  tempered;  and  wtioUy  his; 
and  in  a  lover's  estimation  the  last  generally 
stands  finit.  What  could  he  desire  more? 
Certainly  not  a  poetess,  nor  a  scholar  for  bis 
wife.  He  was  on  idiot  to  he  vexed,  and  yet  a 
little  vexed  he  was. 

"  Have  I  said  any  thing  to  offend  you  ?  I 
am  »o  sorry  if  I  have,"  ub«e^^'ed  Isabel  timidly, 
marking  his  silence  and  clouded  brow. 

"  No,  nothing  to  offend  mc :  1  was  only 
thinking,*'  replied  Dolaval  roused  by  her 
wordtf.    "  But  how  come  you  with  all  these 
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thoughts  and  feelings,  bo  mucb  above  your 
yearar 

"  I  had  none  of  ^these  thoughts  till  I  was 
lefl  alone ;  bat  I  am  not  eo  young — so  very 
young :  I  am  nearly  fourteen.  But  I  see  you 
think  me  very  stupid,  as  my  aunt  and  cousin 
do ;  and  indeed  every  one  else.  And  so  I  am 
—  very  stupid  in  some  things,"  she  added  nith 
a  sigh,  "  and  very  awkward  too,  I  know  that ; 
and  the  knowing  that  my  aunt  la  so  anxious 
I  should  be  like  her,  and  is  always  looking  at 
me,  makes  me  more  awkward  and  stupid  atill." 

"  You  are  neither  awkward  nor  stupid  now, 
Isabel,"  said  Morton,  looking  with  surprise  and 
pleasure  at  the  transformation  which  feeling 
had  affected  in  her  appearance,  for  a  bright 
glow  had  come  up  into  her  sallow  cheek — the 
dull  and  downcast  eyes  were  upraised  and 
t'^iarkling  with  intelligence,  whilst  her  attitude 
if  not  one  of  studied  elegance  had  the  simple 
grace  of  nature.  "  If  you  could  but  conquer 
your  shyness,  and  cease  to  think  that  any  one 
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observed  ^-ou,  this  awkwardness  would  aooa 
dwBppeftr." 

'*  But  I  canuui  do  llmt,"  said  laaitei  &bakuig 
her  head.  "  I  was  not  ro  eby  wbiUt  my  denr 
niotlier  lived,  for  she  thought  all  I  did  was  right" 

"  It  should  l>e  the  same  now,  as  your  aunt  is 
m  kind,  and  lo^cs  you  so  well" 

"  But  nt  I  tcJd  you  before,  site  does  not 
undcntand,"  replied  Isabel  a  little  impatiently. 

"  11int  I  may  un<lcrstand,  tell  aie  your  fed- 
ings  whilst  reading  *  Tho  Auctout  Mariner." " 

"  I  catmot  exactly :  you  yourself  said  there 
were  fecltngs  for  wMcli  the  tongue  had  no 
wurd^  Can  yon  tell  how  Columbus  felt  wlica 
he  firat  )<an*  land  ttfWr  Kiilii^  to  long  over  the 
lunuly  tea  ?  An<)  do  you  think  that  I  oould 
have  Mt  like  him?  It  wfii>  as  if  a  new  world 
hitd  uiKjned  out  In  me  as  to  him." 

"  Tliat  18  n  wild  and  orif;iiuil  idea : — a  world 
of  earth  to  the  toil-worn  cviunan— a  world  of 
thought  iind  feeling  to  tin:  young  girl."  obecrred 
Morton  niucingly. 
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"  And  there  were  gold,  and  jcwcln,  und 
beautiful  flowers,  and  nil  [  rcciuus  tliingo  in 
that  new  world,"  continued  the  enthusiastic 
girl  in  a  Eitil!  more  excited  tone. 

"  And  wrong  and  suffering,  treachery  and 
falsehood — death  and  torture.  Evil  treads  hard 
upon  the  heels  of  good  in  ttue  life,  laabel," 
sud  Morton  wamingly.  "  The  brighter  the 
jewel — the  deeper  the  imnc ;  the  fairer  the 
flower,  the  subtler  the  serpent  that  dwclln 
beneath." 

Isabel  shuddered,  and  looked  away  ;  but 
turned  towards  him  again  in  an  instant  witli 
a  still  briglit«r  glow.  *'  It  may  be  so  in  this 
world,  though  I  would  not  think  it ;  but  not 
in  the  next: 

"  For  the  dear  God  that  loveth  us, 
He  made  and  lovelh  alL" 

"  Oh,  those  words !  those  beautiful  words !  I 
shall  love  them  and  him  who  wrote  them  to  my 
dying  day.  I  was  so  sad — so  very  sad ;  i^o 
lonely — so  despairing.      I   thoQght  as  I  read 
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thnt  I  wiuitlte  Andcnl  Miirincrliin)»clt'(]tKmi«d 
for  i>ni»e  «in  to  wnnder  «vt:r  nlunv  orer  nea^ 
nnd  wastes.  I  fand  not  killed  an  albMrosA, 
Ijut  per1)&[M  I  hod  hurl  »h»o  Uiiog  itr  »oum! 
])erHon  iiDkoowmgly  ;  or  it  wae  sinful  t<i 
gnc%-c  fur  my  mother  a»  I  Iiod  done,  and  1 
raunot  undcrHtHud  the  M  Iraoke  ou  the  Ilotni- 
liee  and  ^Vrtivluf  which  lay  iiuiit  IjikI«  me  re«d 
to  console  mo :  and  «>  I  fi'arcd  God  would  U- 
■npry,  mid  not  IisU*n  1o  my  jimycnt,  and  thai  1 
abould  not  meet  my  mutlivr  nnd  )n^)thrr  agiun 
in  heaven  ;  and  I  ielt  ns  one  who  could  uevcrr 
or  vcmnpc  to  hxik  uii  to  t)i«  dear. 
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hriffht  sky ;  hut  when  I  naul  thoi*e  line* : — 


'  He  prajvth  b«*t,  irlui  lottlh  bM. 
All  thing*  both  gnt  and  oiialL' 


T  felt  m  free — !«o  light— »k>  hs])py,  for  I  ton! 
lore  if  I  could  n<>t  understand.  Attd  I  do  love 
— love  every  tliinfi;  sikI  nhovc  all  llini  who 
made  thi«  licautilul  eartli,  ami  the  sky,  nnd  the 
trees,   and  llic  |>lNci<l    lake  ;    and  l)io  tughinig 
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winil ;  nn<l  n-|tn  will  not  diadnin  tliv  prnycru, 
nwl  the  finiiM  of  une  en  simple,  eo  it%i\mV' 

"  Thia  19  aingiiltir.  T  wi*h  OifToni  were 
bore,  he  would  iHK-iso  her  iM'ttcr  than  I  oiin," 
said  ^fnrbin,  tmciinM'i<Hi)ily  iittoTing  Win  thoughts 
nl»u(L 

"  No,  no ;  do  you  wlviec  mo,  for  you  undcr- 
irtand— I  mx  yoti  du;  iind  do  not  lau^h — I 
(.-annol  Ifcar  that  nny  ifliould  Intigh  at  my — 
dreams  you  call  them.  I  will  try  and  do  any 
tbrn^  you  t<;1l  nic  mid  I  an)  not  ra  very  stupid, 
only  in  summing,  and  »omc  few  other  thinga," 
pointing  to  8  iflntc  th»t  lay  on  the  table, 

"  A  double  rule  of  three  sum,  and  all  in  the 
wrong,"  olwier\-etl  Dclaval  omiling.  "  So  you 
have  been  Htudying  poesy  instead  ol  aritlime- 
tic     What  will  your  aunt  say?" 

"  Oh  !  do  not  tell  her :  she  would  lock  up  the 

dIcs  ;  and  indeed  and  indeed  I  went  over  the 
again  and  again.  tUl  my  head  ached,  and  I 
J   sciirccly  wc  a   figure.      Cousin  Uilbt-rt 
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telle  me  lo  du  lliin;^  liut  lie  never  totb  uv 
how  ;  or  f  (lo  not  uiidcr«tnnd  Iiim." 

**  I  et  me  uec  if  you  cmi  iiiidcnttAnd  nic 
bcttvr,"  5iii<I  Dcbval  vx|)Uuiiiii>;  tliv  rul<\ 

"  Uli !  yos  I  can  uiHlcrsbtud  tliat>"  cried 
i«nl>cl  JojftiUj*,  {ironing  tluit  «1tc  did  so  by 
rectifying  luir  mietAkc 

•*  And  here  urc  '  iho  Undy  of  tli«  t.akc,'  nnd 
'  tlic  Luy  of  tlio  Liwl  Miimtn-l.'  lluvc  you 
liwn  disvourin};  Scott  before  you  bvgam  on 
Coleridge  ?• 

**  I  lind  rend  those  before,  and  know  tfacm 
iUinoet  by  Iteart ;  and  love  them  ta  mueh — eo 
verj*  much ;  hut  I  idways  like  to  Imve  them  by 
me  loet — you  will  laugh  when  I  tell  you,  and  it  u 
a  simple  thought — lc«t  it  should  Kem  like 
giring  up  some  dear  old  friends  for  the  enke  of 
new  iicquaintanoe^  It  would  be  oDly  seeming 
[  know ;  but  I  should  not  like  even  that" 

"  It  in  a  simple  thought ;  but  a  very  grateful 
hihI  griu^ious  <mic,  isnbeL  Were  tlieae  too  likt; 
now  wurida  when  you  read  tlicin  ?" 
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Voa,  bright,  hcnutifuJ  vrorltU:  but  I  wsa 
Imppior  when  I  read  tbeni,  for  1  read  ihcm  tn 
uinninut ;  and  bo  I  lore  thein  for  her  aake  ii» 
wttU  Afl  their  own ;  and  like  to  hitvc  iheia  Ity 
my  *i(k^" 

"  It  U  well  you  Arc  no  great,  render,  or  you 
would  be  sniothcrtHl  with  thu  vulunicx  gathered 
round  you.  Wh«ri  you  grow  oldi'r  and  rend 
more,  you  will  (brgct  your  old  i'ricnds," 

"  Forget !  can  one  ever  forget,  or  cense  to 
love  what  ouc  hue  once  loved?"  naked  Isabel 
with  indignant  uurpriac. 

Morion  stniled  at  Iter  wArmth,  but,  unknown 
linieelf,  a  paeeing  tliought  made  Hk  smile 
■norc  80(1  than  ueuaL 

"  The  world  snys  that  such  things  nre." 

"  Then  1  will  not  be  of  the  world,"  aaid 
lBal>el  rcAolulely,  "  But  Inire  conit-s  my  nunt," 
she  added  hurriedly.  "  I  iiiiitft  )iut  tbia  book 
away — she  might  chide  if  whe  saw  it,"  xeixing 
an  alio   MfMke    '  The   Ancient   Mttrincr,*    Mid 
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thrtuUi]<;  it  bock  into  il«  gilncc,  n  corner  nf  n 
h1ii.4vc<]  rcceee  before  wJiick  etwxl  a  Ublu  witli 
oniajicDial  china. 

*'  And  this  too?"  asked  Delaval  iwinting  lo 
•  The  Lady  of  the  Luke.' 

"  No,  that  in  prettily  bound,  and  msy  etaj. 
My  aunt  likoe  well  bound  b<>ok8  on  the  table. 
I  should  love  il  lu  well  willi  ii  tattered  cover." 

The  wonL)  and  (lib  tone  i«lruck  Tklorton  little 
then,  for  Clnra  ytm  to  return  w-itii  Mrs. 
Fleming ;  but  they  were  rvtnembered  uid 
thought  of  aAcrwards. 

"  You  will  not  tell  my  aunt— nor  Mira 
Luttrell — Rtjr  any  on«,  what  I  have  been 
saying ''"  pleaded  the  blushing  Isabel  with  limid 
C4imestneee. 

"  Not  one  word  to  any  since  you  desire  my 
silence ;  but  I  will  set  you  eup{4iod  with  books 
a»  a  brother  should ;  and  yon  must  be  more 
diligent,  and  less  shy  to  do  credit  to  our 
reUtionshipb" 
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"  I  will.  Thnnk  you !  thank  yoH  1"  crietl 
Isabel  fervently,  gliiling  out  of  the  room  a§ 
the  carriage  drove  up  to  the  door. 

"  You  here,  Mr.  Dela\-al !  We  did  not 
expect  you  back  bo  soon,  and  the  surprise 
makes  your  presence  doubly  welcome,"  siud 
Mrs.  Fleming  with  her  blandrat  emile.  "  I 
fear  you  have  found  it  dull  in  our  absence." 

"  Not  at  all,  my  dear  mtulam:  I  have  been 
much  interested."' 

"  Ah  I  Scott  ia  always  pleasant.  But  what 
a  glare  in  the  room  I"  arranging  the  muslin 
curtain  ns  she  spoke.  "  One  would  think  Isabel 
had  been  here.  That  poor  child  always  likes 
to  sit  in  a  blaze  of  light ;  or  in  the  darkness  of 
the  deepest  covert.  Some  fancy  about  her 
mother  I  believe ;  but  I  hope  these  fancies  will 
wear  away  in  time." 

"  Have  you  had  a  pleasant  drive?"  asked 
Morton,  as  Clara  entered  the  room,  glancing 
back  as  she  did  so  with  a,  smile,  as  in  rejily  tu 
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mme  rcinAi'k  from  young  Flommg^  who  wns 
cloau  bcliinil. 

*•  A  ik-li^^htful  drivCf"  PCi)liod  CUra  wilh  ii 
glowing  chuck. 

"  Delightful,  Clara  1  wid  I  not  with  you," 
whi.'ii'crcd  th«  lover. 

"  Oh  I  but  we  wore  talking  nnd  thinking  of 
yon." 

Dcluvul  kept  hid  wur<l:-hi»  ConrcrHation 
with  Isabel  was  niunod  to  none,  nnd  the  wa» 
supplied  witli  books,  history,  travels^  poetry, 
nnd  some  roligioue  works  more  iiudcntamlnlile 
tiud  proGtuble  nt  her  age  tluut  tl\o  Homilies : 
Ot  au  expktnntiou  of  the  tliiiiy-Dinc  articles. 
The  remainder  of  his  stny  wa«  brief,  and  moM 
of  Itis  lime  devoted  to  Oum  und  liis  uncle; 
but  still  he  would  occaaionally  snatch  a  few 
nionicnl8  to  converse  with  Isabel,  whose  look 
evei'  brightened  at  his  approacli,  ami  whocfe 
remarks  on  tlie  books  whidi  li«  lent  her 
showed  a  kcennes«  of  |>erccptioii,  tuul  n  jwwor 
of  thought  Iwyomi  hvryiiMf*. 
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If  tlic  niece  was  thankful  for  his  kind  atten- 
tion, the  aunt  was  not  less  so;  and  Delaval 
felt  mure  than  rewarded  for  any  little  trouble 
or  self-denial,  which  that  kind  attention  cost 
him. 

"  Farewell,  love  I  when  next  I  return  it  will 
be  to  leave  you  no  more ;  and  I  shall  see  you 
watching  for  mc  at  the  window,"  were  Mor- 
ton's parting  words  to  Clara,  as  he  once  more 
took  bis  departure  for  Oxford. 
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CHAPTER  L 


It  was  ^e  last  day  of  October — a  dear,  bright, 
Euid  healthful  day — when  tbe  carriage  con- 
taining Morton  Delaval  once  more  passed 
through  the  gates  into  Morton  Park,  and 
swept  on  towards  the  bouse  at  a  rapid  paca ; 
but  rapid  as  was  that  pace  it  seemed  slow  to 
tbe  eager  lover,  who  was  returning  to  claim 
his  bride — to  leave  her  no  more. 

He  had  passed  a  good  examination — he  had 
beeQ  complimented  by  the  Dean  on  his  good 
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conduct  during  h»e  Ktay  at  tbe  Univcteitj-t 
boUi  oF  which  he  held  lunisolf  indebted  to  tiie 
influcuoc  of  Gifford — he  had  been  oongrttu- 
bited  by  hin  follow  collegiaufi — Ite  hnd  ACiuirtd 
the  prixilegc  of  attacliing  B.  A.  to  his  natae— 
he  had  paid  nil  hia  debts — be  bad  <lune  with 
Oxford  bnrea,  doiis>  procton,  and  scouts :  aw) 
wae  now  l>xiking  ngerly  out  for  Clam's  luqjpy. 
aftcctionate  unile.  He  wae  of  ape — he  had 
completed  his  fliudica— he  was  the  heir  of 
tlie  rich  domain  around  him — hia  choice  ww 
approved  of  by  his  uncle — bo  should  leare 
Morton  Park  no  more— be  was  a  happy  lover 
—he  should  soon  bo  a  happy  huaband. 

A  aaddcncd  oxprcAaion  croe»ed  his  feature* 
tu  he  thought  how  his  kind  aunt  would  have 
rejoiced  in  hia  return;  but  tsrim  this  passed 
nuny — rich,  himdaoine  young  men  of  one  and 
twenty  arc  not  wont  to  be  mcUnchcJy  king, 
luid  RA  the  earring  <Iashed  up  to  the  entrance 
there  vraa  not  a  cloud  on  his  broiv- 
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b  liiti  benrt.  All  waa  joy  for  the  present — 
all  joyful  oaticiputioo  fur  the  future. 
"llMi'dogl  IntptKiKl  fftwned  U)K>D  Kioi  wttit 
noisy  delight — the  old  butler  etoud  nt  tho  liMl 
door  ready  to  give  bim  a  smlliDg  welcome,  and 
Clnm— his  own  Chtra  vrta  kisaiDg  her  hiiot) 
from  one  of  the  windows. 

Where  in  all  EngUnd  wm  (o  be  found  a 
lighter  heart  than  Morton  Dduval'a  'f 

His  return  to  the  {rrvetings  of  dogs  aatl 
butler  were  somewhat  scanty — thrvc  bounds 
took  him  across  the  ball ;  uid  tho  next  instant 
he  stood  in  the  presence  of  Clam  LuttrcU,  the 
quiet,  indolent  youi^  heir  traneformed  for  the 
time  being,  into  tlie  joyful  and  impetuous 
lover. 

"  Clam,  my  life !  my  love  T  cried  the  eager 

Debval  springing   forward,  and   catching  tl»e 

blushing  giri  in  his  arras,  ere  slie  gueswd,  or 

could  thwart  hje  purpose.     "  Good  Heavens  I 

Clara,  what  aiU  you  ?     You  are  oold,  j«le  and 

tremUing,"  exclaimed  Morton  Id  great  ahum, 
D  3 
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•s  (Iniwilig  hsstily  bock  xlie  Icaat   agniiut 
cimir   for   siipiwrt,     "  Arc  yoM    iU  ?      U   my 
uuclc  ill?"  h«  quoctioncd  eagerly,  receiving,  no 
rc|tly  to  bU  funii«r  (luoritw. 

,^fiNo,  H-cU— quite  well; — it  u  vt-rj-  ftwlisli, 
bul  1  bmw  been  wntiJiing  suDic  tiincr  aod  iian  ^| 
not  Ikko  «o  atroitg  of  late— I  iJiall  be  ruyeelf 
Hgnin   in   a   minute,"   faltn-cd    tbo    tremliling  M 
Clai-a,  atriviiig  to  amil«  as  she  epoke.  ^ 

'*  And  your  watching  for  tne  has  ovcrcucni.* 
)-ou.  my  own  sweet  lore,"  exclalined  Morton, 
(euderly,  pmasing  itw  band  wliich  was  half 
extended,  half  witbdrawn.  "  AVfaat  do  1  not 
owe  you  for  this  love?  Hon  aball  I  reooin- 
patx^  it  ?  I  have  no  more  to  giro— you  hare 
my  wliole  heart  nlrcndy.  You  are  paler — 
ithiuner  tban  when  wv  pried.  No,  not  fmki 
Tuiw,  tar  you  aro  bluahiug  like  a  guilty  itting. 
Xay,  lore,  ctart  nut,  and  turn  away  ;  I  did  not 
—could  not  nKan  the  word  oa  ynu  bare  taken 
it — 1  only  mrotit  guilty  as  having  tnkeii  Utile 
cAie  of  your  owu  hwltli— that  healtli  <o  |^>re- 
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cioua  in  my  eyes.  Thia  must  be  Iwikwl  tii ;  1 
will  send  off  for  Doctor  Sale." 

"  No,  no,"  cried  Clara  hurriedly,  "  I  Hiu 
quite  well,  indeed  I  am.  But  I  have  been 
looking  over  some  letters  of  my  |M>or  mother'i^ 
this  morning.  Leave  me  to  myself  n  little 
while.  Go  to  Mr.  Morton — I  shall  be  hU 
smiles  when  you  return,"  she  added  with  k  still 
deeper  blush. 

"  Rather  let  me  wipe  off  those  tears,  and 
stay  and  soothe  you." 

"  No,  no ;  I  shall  recover  sooner  alune," 
replied  Clara,  quickly  waving  him  away. 
**  Gh>  to  your  uncle,  and  I  will  join  you  in  a 
few  minutes  witii  my  bonnet  and  shawl,  the 
Mr  will  bring  back  all  my  smiles." 

"  Pray  heaven  it  may,  Clara,  for  I  was  all 
joy,  and  your  tears  have  struck  a  chill  to  my 
heart.  I  must  have  smiles  on  smiles,  and 
and  loving  words  on  loving  words,  t»  make  me 
as  I  was." 

*'  You  shall  have  all — now  go." 
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'  Deleval  W^nt  n*'  Aw  d(«ln!d  with  hui  lirighl 
■uitod  ctoiuted,  iin<)  his  MQooth  brow  contracted ; 
but  t)»c  nffbctioiiHtc  wuIcoidc  of  Mr.  Morton, 
•nd  the  eiitmnee  of  CUm  witliio  tvii  mitmUa. 
cqui[)p<^  for  h«r  w«Jk  rctl4>rL'(I,  ihAt  cJoudcd 
mood  to  ito  formvr  8plcn<]our. 

"  Ptit  up  tbnt  CDviou!  vcSl."  pU-adtid  her 
lovor  iM<  tlicj  (le«ccndc(1  tlio  stopti  from  tbe 
Icmioe. 

"  I  need  its  folds  to  cont'cn]  my  cinbairatt- 
nicnt,"  ^c  replied  in  n  plnyful  toDO,  without 
rftisin];  even  a  comer. 

"  And  why  embairasainent,  Clara  ?  Yon 
know  how  nx-II  I  love  joii— yoa  havo  heard 
it  R  thotLsnnd  times  before.  And  wltat  if  I  do 
Hponk  out  more  boldly  of  my  hopce  and  hap- 
jaueaa — are  we  not  vowed  to  each  other  ?  Can 
oui^it  diaaeTcr  oar  hcarte,  even  tboiq^h  nur 
hands  should  never  be  united  ?  Hm  not  our 
faith  been  pl^hted  in  the  sight,  nnd  hearing  of 
heaven,  and  needs  there  aii|!ht  bnl  n  brief  fonn 
of  words  to  innke  lu  hudband  nnd  wife  in  the 
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sight  of  man?  Put  up  that  veil,  lovo,  L  will 
my  nought  that  eboold  shame  or  ^min  my 
affianoed  bride.  It  is  aome  weeks  ^nce  I 
have  bokcd  on  that  fiur  &ee— what  won(kr,  U' 
I  long  to  gaze  upon  it  now  ?  The  dearer  iiud 
the  lovelier  even  for  thia  sensitive  delicacy," 
he  added  tenderly,  ae,  throwing  back  the  veil 
in  spite  of  a  gentle  resistance  on  the  jtart  uf  his 
companion,  he  saw  that  she  was  bhishing  and 
trembling.  "  I  am  no  tyrant,  love,  to  vex  yoit 
for  my  own  good  pleasure,  so  we  will  tAlk  of 
others  for  awhile,  and  leave  my  raptures  at  our 
meeting  not  to  part  again  for  a  more  fitting 
lim&  How  has  my  uncle  been  dnce  I 
departed?" 

"  Well,  and  almost  cheerful.     You   should 
hove  heard  his  joy  at  your  euocess." 

"  And  your's  too,  Clara  ?     Did  not  yon 
rejoice  ?" 

"  I  felt — he  spoke ;   and  yet  of  course  we 
never  thought  you  would  be — " 

"  Plucked,  Clara ;  that  is  the  word,  however 
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nnromaiitic  and  unclassicaL  I  am  delighted 
to  hear  such  a  good  account  of  my  uncle.  In 
time,  we  may  hope  to  eee  hie  ch«cd'ul  emiK- 

.  f*lttltao»t  came  the  other  day  when  lalkiiig 
with  Mnt.  Kleuaing;  Iiih  ■uucudi'd  spi"'"  '^'^ 
due  to  h«r:  «nd  we  owe  hur  much  for  dvvotii^ 
all  her  attcottoD  to  hie  uoinforU" 

"  Tlmt  in  true,  dear  Oura.     Do  you  see  as  ' 
much  of  her  m  ever?" 

",MorQ." 

**  And  do  you  like  her  m  much  aa  you 

didr 

'  ."fcA  thousand  times  better  cTery  day." 
I  ^f  I  have  quit«  got  over  my  jealousy  of  her 

tufluencc)  or  your  warmtli  iiught  pique  m^" 

sakl  Mortou  lauding  lightly.     "  AdU  her  mu 

— what  eay  you  of  him  !" 
"  Little — nothing — be  is  not  at  home  now." 
"  Little — nothing — "  rcpoati'd  Morton  with 

another   lightsome  laugh,   mocking   licr    tone. 

"  Mr.  Gilbert  Fleming  would  not  feel  much 


THB   BXPBCTAMT.  0 

flmttered  if  he  heard  70a.  And  Isabel — shy, 
nleQt,  Isabel— what  of  her  ?" 

"  She  is  shy,  silent  and  sallow  ae  before." 

"  And  have  you  not  found  out  that  there  is 
thought  and  feeling  under  that  dull  exterior, 
and  that  the  seemingly  stnpid  girl  may  turn 
oot  a  noble  minded  woman  ?" 

"  No,  Morton,  indeed ;  nothing  of  the  sort, 
though  you  hinted  as  much  before  your  de- 
parture. She  ia  always  poring  over  a  book,  or 
moping  in  the  woods  alone,  and  when  I  try  to 
talk  to  her  aa  you  requested,  she  answers 
briefly  or  unintelligibly,  something  about 
dreams,  or  fancies,  to  account  for  her  love  of 
solitude.  I  think  she  is  a  little  less  awkward, 
but  her  aunt  is  half  afraid  that  she  will  turn 
out  an  authoress,  and  would  have  forbidden  her 
reading  so  much  had  you  not  supplied  her  with 
books." 

"  Poor  Isabel  an  authoress.  What  a  horrid 
fiite  I  No  wonder  Mrs.  Fleming  is  alarmed," 
8  5 
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exclaiine«l  Morton  laughing.  "  You  onti  her 
HUiit  <lo  not  comprehend  her." 

"  It  Ut  a  pity  alie  iB  so  odd  and  etaptd,"  n- 
pliiiul  Clwn  coldly. 

'*"The  pri  said  tnily— Uicy  cannoi  uiidct^ 
MAnd  her,"  thought  Morton;  nnd  thnt  thou];lii 
inndc  him  silent  lor  come  moincnt& 

"  No:  not  that  walk,  Cliu«— tht^  Tllii 
where  I  told  my  love,  and  won  your  Idushiiifr 
appKmd  of  my  suit.  It  is,  you  kaoT,  tlynjs 
the  liiBt  and  the  fint  wc  visit,  whcm  1  dcpmt  (^ 
retnm." 

'  Chira  ofTcrcd  no  opposition ;  but  ht-r  face 
was  nvcrtcd  iu  they  entered  the  shady 
walk. 

'•'''♦The  S«ndfordB  have  been  gone  these  three 
weeks  I  think  you  wrote  roe  word.  When  do 
'they  return r 

"  No  one  «an  tell.  They  were  called  away 
«u<)d?nly  to  attend  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Hart- 
well,  who  arrived  from  Malta  in  a  dying  #late. 
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u  it  nru  aui'i  ;   biit  alie   Ima  ruUIed  nnce,  nntj 

there  is  now  «>me  Iwpe  <if  her  recovery." 
"  Hav«  you    not  tound  it  dull    Id    tlitir 

nbecnoc  T" 

"  Oh  [  no,  Mn.  Flcii>iiij(  haf  been  so  kind." 
*'  I  must  go  tiiid  thank  her  to-iiiorrow,   for 

kccpi&g  you  in  good   apirita  during  my  nh- 

"  She  (linw  here  to-day ;  indtx-d  your  uncle 
has  invited  her  tu  i<|>cnd  a  fvw  dnya  in  the 
house  till  wtt  lenrn  whtin  the  Saiidfords  retuni." 

"  To  pliiy  propriety.  l»  that  h,  Clara 
You  need  not  look  su  conruscd,  lore.  She  is  a 
ilclightful  pluycr  of  propriety,  for  she  ia  never 
in  the  wny.  Look  here  at  the  Uurel  wc  pluntvd 
ere  I  went  away,  aee  how  it  flouriMhes !  It  huH 
increased  threefold  at  least — type  of  our  love 
Ah  t  Johnson,  you  said  thi»  Inurvl  would  not 
grow,"  continued  ^forton  in  triumph,  oddrcss- 
inj;  the  head  gardener  who  passed  near  at 
ibc  moment    "  Sec  there  1" 

"  Lor,  sir,  that  is  not  the  laurel  you  planted : 
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— it  is  twice  e»  big ;  that  died  as  I   aoid  ii 

*'  TlieD  ivW  planted  thu  T  qm-stiuiiod 
DelnTal  quickly. 

"  MUa  LuttreU  anil  Mr.  Fleming,  glr,''  i^ 
]ili«d  the  ganl«iicr,  nfWr  |>ausiug  on  iiiMtnnt  ar 
if  expecting  that  Uie  lady  wmitd  answer. 

The  gnrxJcner  walked  on ;  and  the  lovn* 
were  again  alone.  There  was  «oniethinf^  in 
Johnaou's  tone  tlint  gratcxl  on  Uuhival's  seun- 
ti«e  ear.  Ho  turned  to  CUia — ebc  was  pulv 
und  trembling;  and  hor  cyce  were  stesdily 
beut  on  the  ground.  Ilis  dieck  flushed,  and  he 
spoke  abi'uptlj,  with  a  mingling  of  sorrow  and 
anger. 

In.  "  When  1  first  left  you,  Clara,  you  prouiiwid 
that  Done  should  bo  with  you  in  llittt  walk  but 
myi»elf.  Is  our  love  so  old  that  you  will  now 
tet  a  stranger  attend  you  where  I  alone  should 
b«  at  your  side,  und  in  your  thoi^ht*  't  Nay 
more :  you  have  let  this  strai>i^T  reuoTc  what 
1  had  ithutted." 
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f  It  ms  dead.  Ijidced  it  was  quite  detul," 
said  Clara  eameetly  but  without  looking  uji. 
"  And  Imj — Mr.  Flcmiug  cuming  up  to  (leli\-eT  n 
mnuHigc  ftom  iaa  mother  saw  me  grieving  uver 
the  Iflurcl,  tuid  Ihcii— Aitd  tlien  propoMid  plnut- 
Lug  UiiH  in  it»  |>laooT"  flbe  ndd«d  Hdienagly.  mi 
"  A  stnnger  imtpoiod  plftnting  uiothcr  in 
tlte  place  of  tliat  wliicb  I  hml  jJnntoU  for  you, 
imd  witli  yuu — and  you  consented.  And  vthai 
if  it  wcro  dead  'f  My  hoiid  tutd  put  it  ihcrorr 
and  llioiigli  withered  and  dry,  Iiad  you  loved  t» 
yuti  should,  the  Einfdlest  branch  of  this  dead 
atuwp  >i«d  never  been  touched  by  another. 
Thj»  wa*  not  well  done."  .'  f    r 

"  Forgive  me,  Slorton.  I  did  not  think — 
I  did  not  consider.  lie  thought  you  would 
tike  to  oee  it  flourisliing :  ho  asked  nw  and  I 
•aid  yea."  ,it 

f*  You  did  not  think — yon  dkl  not  conndof: 
he  naked,  and  you  eaid  yes,"  repeated  Morton 
indignantly.     "  This  is  just  that  of  which'l 


14 


TM-BXl'lCTAKT. 


uoinplniri.  It  wot,  nut  well  dune.  I  dci»ervcsl 
bettor  nt  your  handa." 

*•  Forgive  in<^  Morton :  1  am  very  sorry— I 
dU]  Dot  tiit«]id  to  |iuin  you.  Look  not  1*0 
luirahlj  ou  mc — 1  tun  very  niuerabk,''  cried 
Clam  bur«tiiig  into  t«ard,  atnrllvd  Mid  «lirinlci»g 
nt  hit  violciioc. 

"  Miserable— luid  in  tcta^l  And  it  ig  I  who 
hnvc  done  thie,"  vxcLniniet)  Morton  pMsioit- 
ately,  r'tdMlucd,  yet  not  (^uitv  Mitidficd.  "  Vou 
im!  I'riglitened  nt  my  vuhemencc — niy  unusual 
vebenience.  It  is  IriglilfuL  I  never  felt  thut 
before — I  do  not  know  myself.  But  Ctam, 
dciir  Clam,  foi^vc  roe ;  for  it  is  I  who  should 
]Jead  for  {nardon,  not  you.  Let  me  wipe  nway 
tliocv  tvnrti,  lliv  fir«t  1  ever  cnu»ed  you  to  «J)ed 
—J  truat  tbe  Inxt.  Hut  if  you  could  tell  the 
jmuig  ihnt  sbot  tlirougb  tuy  heart  and  tnain  on 
hi,:ariDg  Johnson's  wordH,  you  wouhl  not 
wontler  ut  nty  paBHon— nay  would  Hcnrcely 
bhimc  it." 
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"  I  blame  you  not,"  sud  Clota  in  »  low, 
sweet  voice;  but  she  etill  looked  dovD,  and 
her  teais  flowed  on. 

"  No,  lore :  you  are  too  gentle  to  blame  me; 
but  I  must  blame  mjKlf  for  making  you 
wee|k  Thifl  ia  our  firet  diaagieemeat :  its 
caoae  shall  be  uprooted— toni  to  atoms! — it 
ahall  not  etand  there  in  its  bright  verdure, 
mocking  and  triumphing  over  the  withered 
thing  whose  pUce  it  has  usurped,"  exclaimed 
Delaval  vehemently,  laving  rough  hands  on  the 
laurel 

"  Stop  r  cried  Clara  eagerly.  "  Spare  it '. 
Let  it  remain  r* 

"  For  the  sake  of  him  who  planted  it  ?  Is 
he  more  loved  than  Morton  Delaval  ?"  question- 
ed the  lover  sternly,  grasping  the  shrub  yet 
delaying  an  instant  to  pluck  it  up. 

*'  Oh !  no,  no.  I  could  not  mean  that,  I 
who  owe  you  so  much,"  faltered  the  weeping 
Clara,  shrinking  back  from  his  stem,  searching 
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gns«.  ."  I  know  eot  what  I  say — you  fKglitvn 
tae  witli  your — " 

^  Violence,"  sat<l  Dolavol  bitterly,  cJwing 
tbe  seutcnoe.  "  1  uu  fVigliteiicd  »t  iiiy»eir, 
Clnni.  Thii  hour  h«H  tatiglit  nie  that  then; 
tiro  dupths  in  ihii)  hvart  uiiAilhutuodt  [wrhxpa 
unfutiioumblc  Stir  tbcm  not  fur  your  owo 
Hokc,  and  for  mine  (JifTord  was  right;  Diy 
cobu  16  (be  culm  of  clnMitnstancc  anci  proeprity, 
not  of  unturc  I  trcniblu  at  my  own  poBsioa 
eveu  uovr;  tltu»,  tliuif  let  it  expend  itM^f;" 
iiml  pulling  up  lUc  laurel  be  tore  it  into  u 
tliousiind  pieeu^  then  stH<ling  toward*  a  strcAOi 
that  6\Kd  on  it^  lutiruiuring  cour»e  n  few  jiiwtm 
to  the  right,  he  tlung  them  in,  luid  watched 
them  lloating  down  the  current  till  tJie  rery 
last  had  dtstppvared. 

.*t  There]  there  I  all  gonet  no  vestige  le^ 
So  Ut  no  tntoe  of  the  paat  scene  rest  on  our 
miada." 

Clnni  was  sileot.     Sliu  hful  xunk  on  n  scat. 
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bcr'Teil  ms   <)own ;    and    h«r    face    bowed 
low. 

•*  My  life !  my  own  sweet  love,  foi^ve  me  I" 
cxclntmcd  Dclaval  paswonatcly,  subdued  by 
the  Had  liumilitT  of  li«r  attitude,  kii««luig  before 
hcFt  and  taking  her  trembling  hands  in  bJa, 
tbotigh  alie  strove  to  withdraw  them,  ehriabin^'l 
as  it  ae«iut-d,  from  his  touch.  "  Vou  are 
silent.  Will  you  not  forgive  me?  Flftve  I 
nonod  piut  pardon.  If  you  could  Ull  how 
your  look,  when  Johnson  nnsworcd,  maddened 
mc  But  you  cannot — your  gentle  nature 
canaot  understand  mch  burets.  I,  myself, 
cannot  understand  myself — I  know  not  what 
I  dreaded — what  I  thought,  but  I  fdt  a  sudden 
pong — the  death  stroke  as  it  were  of  love  and 
hope.  It  waa  not  that  I  doubled  you  ao  much, ' 
as  tliat  I  thougiit  you  lost  for  ever,  and  in  the 
agony  of  each  a  thought  I  uttered  bitter 
words.  Forgive  me.  Clam,  I  would  give  drops 
of  blood  for  every  tear  you  shed." 
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"  Knee)  nnt,  and  sii&ik  not  thus ; — it  is  for 
nie,  not  you  to  aak  forgiveocfis.  Oh,  Mortoa  1 
I  have  iHuned^-ofJfended  yoii  to  whom  I  owo 
no  mucli,"  oxchiiinoil  tlio  weeping;  ^rl,  wboaer 
t«nnt  fell  fiuit  upin  the  hjuuls  that  still  held 
her*. 

■'■•  Tnlk  not  of  owiwg,  ilear  one.  Have  you 
not  given  am  jwit  !ovc  now  and  for  ever — » 
love  no  time  Hhsll  Ivsbgii,  and  no  foe  plutk 
from  met  Nay  dirink  not — treinblr  not 
What  have  I  «»d  to  make  you  thiw?  Ther« 
is  no  angvr  in  my  heart — nn  hu^niiui  in  my 
words.  Stay,  )iay  tlin»c  tenm,  nnd  miilo  U[)on 
mc  once  ngaiu." 

'•tThe  toire  wc«j  *tjiye«l-  tlie  aiiule  aoconJod ; 
iiiid  the  luvcTS  puntiied  tlicir  walk,  tlii«  first 
lova'fl  quarrel  having,  ta  it  8»'m(Kl,  only 
incniucd  the  devotion  of  one,  and  the  gentle, 
tender  Bubmiwiion  of  the  other.  Morton's 
ntteniions  tlirotighout  the  d»y  wcro,  if  pomble, 
more  marked  and  dc)icnt«  than  ueua)  ;   and 
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there  WW  au  iocrcum?)!  icitdcnten  ui  bu  toMB 
and  loolu,  bs  if  be  were  naxious  to  bcoiab 
from  li«t-  mind  all  rctncmbrmnco*  of  hia  sodden 
pMStim,  whilst  Clara  reocirod  thote  atientiuiiii 
willi  a  touchiiif;  wftne.'^  itti  iduiost  humble 
gratitude,  aa  if  her  gentle  heart  re{mMcbe(l 
its^for  having  caused  hJU)  pain,  and  m  ita 
kiTiiig,  deep  humility  took  dl  the  blame  i'rom 
him." 

Mis.  FtcnungV  giiii«tiiij;  was  warm  and 
gnocfUl  as  crer ;  and  her  oonduct  in  Delaval's 
eyes  qtiit«  00  jutUcioua  aa  of  old,  anoc  by 
engniMing  Mr.  Morton's  attention  slio  ld%  the 
lovera  to  a  t^te-^-tf-te,  whilst  Isabel's  look,  as 
she  robed  her  eyes  for  one  mcMnent  to  his,  told 
all  thai  her  lips  reAtae*)  to  e|K'«k.  Had  Clara 
caught  that  l>eaniing,  grateful  glanoc  she  might 
have  thought  the  sickly,  silent  Imbel  not  quite 
BO  stupid  as  she  deemed  her. 

Mr.  Morton  was  positively  cheerful  whilst 
looking  at    hit    now  aiiimnt^Hl  »e|>}iew,   and 
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lietcniog  to  tlic  sootliiiig  accents  of  Mrs. 
Fleming— that  Ifldy  wns  nil  grace  and  giiioiotis- 
Bcas — Clarn  all  beauty  tmd  all  gentleness^ 
DeUvnl  all  joy ;  and  even  Isabelj  tlie  eliy,  the 
silent,  stupid  [»nliel  wns  linp]>y,  fbr  Delnvul  hud 
spoken  of  the  books  wliicli  he  liod  lent  her — 
hod  oomniendetl  her  industry  —  smiled  hia 
»]>pro\-al  of  her  cx>innieiit«  on  what  she  had 
rend,  nnd  proinucd  lo  lend  Itur  more  works  find 
converse  witli  her  further. 

**  A  little  less  shyne»«,  I«i>l>el ;  and  I  idudi 
eooti  Ie4irn  1u  t>e  pruud  of  my  ])upil,"  mid 
DdaTuI  kindly,  struck  with  tlie  originality  of 
fKurcK  of  her  rcinnrks.  "  Nay  you  need  not 
binsh,"  ha  added  with  n  trniile,  as  the  sallow 
cheek  gloweil  like  the  crimson  eloud  of  a 
summer  Bunitet  "  I  am  your  brother,  and 
you  but  a  girl,  so  I  may  praise,  and  you  need 
not  colour.  Save  your  bluelica  for  the  future, 
when  other  l!i»  shall  bud  your  talont«,  and 
your  virtues." 
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"  The  pnuae  of  no  other  Hpa  will  ever  be  to 
dear.  You  speak  like  my  poor  brother — you 
do  not  think  me  dulL  I  am  happy — very 
happy." 

"  Jlay  you  ever  be  eo,  dear  girl,"  said 
Delaval,  touched  by  her  words,  and  passing  bis 
band  caressingly  over  her  young  brow,  as  he 
would  have  done  over  that  of  a  sister. 

Isabel  Bi»ke  not,  for  her  lips  quivered,  and 
the  tears  stood  in  her  eyes,  but  they  were  tears 
of  joy  and  gratitude ;  she  had  found  a  friend ; 
she  was  undei-stood.  He  would  direct  her 
studies — he  would  guide  her  mind — he  would 
lead  her  to  the  noble  and  the  good: — ho  would 
stand  to  her  in  the  place  of  her  lost  mother  and 
brother. 

If  the  first  evening  of  his  return  had  "  sped 
on  wing  of  glee,"  so  likewise  sped  the  next, 
and  the  next,  for  Dekval  was  ever  with  his 
beautiful  betrothcil ;  and  if  the  thought  shot 
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acrusB  him  now  and  then  that  there  was  on 
uccasioual  shade  of  sadness  on  her  brow,  he 
banished  the  idea  at  once,  bhuning  himself  for 
the  fancy,  under  the  fear  that  he  wob  growing 
touchy  and  eiupicious. 
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"  I  THoiGiiT  jou  wished  to  epcok  to  me,  my 
dear  uncle,"  eaid  Dclaval,  breaking  a.  silence  of 
some  moments  and  looking  out  on  the  terrace 
as  he  spoke  with  longing  eyes,  for  Mre. 
Fleming  and  Clam  weru  there,  and  this  being 
but  the  third  morning  after  his  return,  hiH 
dream  of  love  and  joy  was  still  unbroken. 

"  Yes,  Dclaval ;  I  wished  to  epcsk  of  your 
future  pros|>ects :  it  is  high  time  they  should  be 
thought  of,"  reijlie<l  Mr,  Morton,  roused  by  the 
question  from  a  dec]),  and  ininful  reverie,  and 
speaking   more   abruptly   than    usual,  jicrhape 
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bl  ODOKqucnoc  of  his  prcvtoiu  abstrnetion, 
pcrliu|w  from  a  feeling  that  his  communictition 
woukl  be  unwclconiu  to  UU  ooiii|Mnk>D. 
ii  Dot  a  good  thing  f»r  it  ;oung  uiaa  to  muIc 
down  in  the  country  till  he  has  Mea  aonivlking 
of  life,  00  wliAt  My  you  to  a  six  mouths'  tour 
io  foreign  UnOs  7" 

"  Sir  !  my  imclc  T  exclaimed  Delaval,  ab- 
eolutely  sEtoimdcd  at  his  nords,  and  unable  to 
uttor  more. 

Mr.  Moitou  ntode  no  reply;  but  turning 
away  from  liiis  look  of  »urpri»e  and  euqaiiy 
folded  and  unfolded  u  jwiM-r  tltat  lay 
tiini. 

-  "  My  dear  uncle,  n-hat  have  I  done  tint  I 
am  to  be  tlius  boniabcd  from  you  and  Chu%? 
Have  I  emended  you  in  ought?" 

"  Xo,  no :  my  dear  Dclavnt,  nothing  of  the 
sort— don't  fancy  tliat  You  have  always  bceo 
rc«pcctful  and  affectionate.  It  is  not  |jaiuBl>> 
meot — it  is  for  your  good,  and  I  sltall  luiaa  you 
rery  much ;  but  I  aui  older  thaii  you  arc,  aad 
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hove  seen  more  of  the  world,  utd  know  what 
IB  best  for  yoath.  Vou  w«re  ftnsloutt  to  travel 
ft  year  or  two  b*ck," 

The  old  man'*  tone  was  warmer,  and  more 
affectionate,  yet  etill  he  avoided  bis  ne{>h6ir'a 
eye;  asd  that  nephew  felt  that  there  waa 
MMnething  behind  untold,  which  he  did  not 
undentand,  and  the  concealment  of  which 
boded  bim  no  good. 

'*  When  I  wished  to  travel  I  had  not  ^een 
Clara:  now  I  would  rather  abide  with  her. 
We  have  been  engaged  more  than  a  year ;  and 
I  was  [iTo«ii»ed  her  band  after  taking  my 
degree,"  replied  Dclaval  rather  reproaclifulty. 

"  That  waa  under  other  circumfttaRceB," 
remarked  Mr.  Morton  hurriedly. 

"  It  waB  under  other  cireaowtanccis''  re- 
peated Ddaval,  glancing  at  hia  kind  aunt's 
favorite  eh^,  and  speaking  uncoudciotuly  with 
a  tingb  of  bittemeM. 

"  She  would  have  wished  it — I  am  mre  she 
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ifoaU,'  Implied  Mr.  Morton  catchii^  hid 
meanings  and  snswexiiig  ruber  ehuply.  "  She 
■r^  as  a  moiber  to  too.  Would  you  Eure  the 
marriage  reTcIrr  foUov  eo  aoon  on  the  funeral 
bell  ?~  he  atUed  reproachfoUr. 

'*  Xo,  my  dear  uncle-  Hea%'en  I'orbkl  that 
I  fhooU  be  w«Diing  in  respect  to  her,  who 
iras  a  mother,  and  man  than  a  mother  to  my 
youth.  I  would  wait  till  the  spring — till  the 
garments  uf  grief  are  thrown  adde,  though 
act  the  tieling.  But  why  send  me  uwiiv? 
Am  I  grown  hateful  thnt  you  cannot  endure 
my  presence  ?" 

"'  Not  so,  my  dear  Delaval,  not  so,"  said  Mr. 
Morton  more  kindly,  touched  by  his  wonU. 
"  Itut  it  is*  iHitter  for  you — indeed,  it  is  better 
li>r  nil.  Wc  muat  consider  Clara ;  it  is  scarcely 
delicate  your  remaining  here  till  the  spring, 
niid  no  other  bdy  in  the  bouse." 

'■  hut  you  are  expecting  the  Sandfords  back, 
my  dear  uncle." 

"  There  is  no  chance  of  thnt  now,  as  their 
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dnuylitCT  rciiuinv  nil  tlichr  care,  und  miiy 
linger  long  i  indocd,  there  are  hopes  of  ber 
uUijnate  recovery." 

"  But  you  have  other  frienda  luid  relatives 
who  n-ould  gbidty  take  tip  thctr  abode  for  li  few 
inontha  at  Xorton  Park." 

"  And  would  you,  for  your  own  pleasure) 
liOBIldviim  Die  to  tho  intniaioo  of  atrang«r^  who 
would  open  every  wound  nfrcoh,  and  destroy 
the  UtUe  peace  I  have  gained  T 

"  I  would  do  nothing  that  ooold,  or  «hould 
give  you  pain,"  replied  bis  nepliew,  hurt  at  the 
queetion.  "  Von  have  not  found  strangers  so 
fonnidaliU-,  and  one  might  bo  diecovered  u 
plcnsant  a«  Mrs.  Flcuung." 

"  Impossible  I  there  arc  none  like  her;  sbc 
liM  suffered  herself,  and  understands  idl  my 
Uiouf^ts.  I  will  have  no  strange  laily  here. 
It  h  better  tliat  you  should  go." 

"  Then  let  me  take  some  cottage  in  the 
noghbourhood,  and  he  yoar  daily  visitor." 
c  3 
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"  1 1e!I  you,"  eaid  the  old  man  inipoticatly, 
"  we  must  coiiBider  Clara."  j.- 

"  Then,  Ibr  her  eake,  sir,  pro\'i(le  her  with 
some  fcintilv  coiujuitiron ;  tluit  would  be  better 
whether  1  etay  ot  deport.  If  yon  IkimI  tliv 
liaUbling  of  idle  tongues,  belie\-o  mc  they  will 
not  babble  the  less  if  she  reniun  here  alonci" 
replied  Delaval  waxing  warm. 

"  So  you  would  have  me  send  Clam  awuy 
tlfflt  you  nmy  rule  alone,"  exdumed  Mr.  Mor- 
ton with  flubbing  cyee. 

"  No,  indovd,  my  dear  uncle;  "  you  nuBtahe 
mc  quite,"  replied  Dc1i»\tJ  deeply  hurt,  ■'  I 
would  only  provide  Ctain  with  a  fitting  eluipe- 
Ton,  tliat  wo  might  both  remaia  here  to  »ootbe_ 
and  comfort  you," 

"  And  to  order  all  things  your  own  way. 

Do  you  think  I  am  grown  fooUah  that   I  want 

Muno  oue  always  at  my  dbow  to  teU  me  wt 

t6  doT  aakcd  the  otd  man  pettisbty.    *•  But  it 

'  can't}  and  it  vhan't  be,"  Ik  added  in  a  more 
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as 


poranptory  totw.    "  Vou  ftlialt  go  abrixid — I 
have  cuneKlcrctl  every  thii^.iuiil  luu  n»ulvv(l." 

"  jVud  am  I,  sir,  to  hurc  no  uliuiov  in  thin 
nutter  y  vVm  I  to  be  treated  ae  a  urtu  Ugi:,]'* 
queetionex)  DeUval  indigtuuilly. 

"  And  what  ana  you  more  't  Scarcely  «l' 
age,  aud  dependent  upon  iiil'.  Vou  am  not 
maeter  here  yett"  exclaiiiKxl  the  iiltl  mail 
paeaionately,  turning  full  njmti  hint. 

Delavftl  mi  silent  and  ugluui.  'I'liere  wu 
tlic  sunc  wild  gleam  in  his  uucle'^  eye  which 
had  ftlamiod  him  so  mucli  eoDie  months  before 
— tliQ  same  [jaiitful  and  unjust  eugjiicions  in  hie 
mind — eiis|jicion«  which  he  Itad  hoped  his 
watchful  afftxtion  had  banished  for  ever. 

"  Ha  I  you  turn  pale — I  lune  touched  j«u. 
Vou  would  Dsurp  my  place,  as  you  did  at  ih« 
funeral: — you  wotdd  be  master-^ypu  would  be 
her  heir— you  would  give  the  old  niaa  a  Imnd- 
eomc  allowance,  and  treat  him  kindly,  I  doii't 
doubt  tliat,  but  llicn  you  wuuld  rid«.  Tlint 
will  not  do  yet.     1  nm  wronger  in   miml  and 
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iKxIy  ttuin  you  think,"  continued  the  old  uioii 
vuliciDGntly,  whiUt  his  look  grew  more  ])uiii> 
fully  wild  and  cuuiiing. 

**  You  wrong  me  by  6uch  degiwling  «uspi- 
uone,"  began  Dokval  warmly :  but  ere  he 
Gould  eay  more  his  wurda  were  cliecked  by  the 
ud^-ancc  and  warning  glance  of  Doctor 
who,  taking  the  privilogc  of  an  old  ftiendt  had 
mtercd  the  room  unannounced,  and  overheard 
the  lut  i'cn'  sentences. 

*'  How  grc  you  to-dny,  Morton  T  liegau  the 
Ifoud  Doctor,  H{ic»king  iu  a  cheerful  tone>  and 
ihiiking  hands  witli  hi«  old  fnen<l. 

"  Well ;  quite  well,  IXtctor ;  atntsg  in  mind 
and  body ;  hale  oud  hearty — may  live  many 
yentw  yuL  1  sliall  give  no  fee  if  you  C4«ae  for 
that,"  replied  Mr.  Morton  rifling  quiolily,  ne  if 
to  prove  hiB  Jigility,  and  closing  the  eentence 
with  a  laugh  painful  to  hU  iH'srens  us  it 
SHiodod  forced  and  unnatural 

"  Ay,  ay ;  that  ii^  olwity*  tlie  way  with 
|iatieat»;   Mibmi«ive  and  lil>vnd  iu  aickitCf^J 
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arrc^ant  and  avaiiciouB  in  health,"  replied  thv 
worthy  Doctor  goodnaturedly.  "  Well,  if  I 
can't  get  a  fee,  I  will  sec  if  I  can't  get  a 
^nner  out  of  jon,  and  so  be  at  hand  in  caee 
you  diould  commit  an  indiscretion  in  eating, 
and  need  my  aid ;  in  which  case  I  shall  inttist 
on  a  double  fee." 

**  And  so  you  may,  Doctor ;  but  I  am  not 
grown  so  childish  as  that  comes  to  yet,  what- 
ever my  nephew  nnd  others  may  think,"  re- 
marked Mr.  Morton  with  a  glance  of  mingled 
reproach,  and  suspicion  at  hia  nephew. 

*'  As  for  the  thoughts  of  others,  I  know  no- 
thing of  them;  but  Dclaval  here  has  so  high  an 
opinion  of  your  judgment,  that  he  is  for  consult- 
ing you  in  every  thing.  The  young  men  laugh  at 
him ;  and  say  he  will  not  choose  a  shirt  pin 
without  your  appro vaL" 

"  And  yet  he  will  not  travel  as  I  desire. 
But  he  shall  go,"  muttered  the  old  man  with 
the  same  wild  gleam  as  before. 

"  To  be  sure  he  will  go ;   no  fear  of  that, 
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HUicc  yvu  domic  it-  But  to  think  of  you  with 
youi-  kitowledgc  of  tlic  world  Miying  to  s  youth: 
who  baa  but  just  left  Oxford  —  you  shnlL 
Why  the  blood  of  the  whole  body  of  BjV.'s 
would  rise  up  iu  rebellion  at  the  words.  Neror 
iuy  sluiU  to  a  man  under  thirty,  he  is  ashamed 
to  yield  lext  he  ehould  be  counted  a  boyi" 
observed  Doctor  Sale  gaily.  "  Only  tell  Dela- 
vat  that  it  is  yout  wish  he  should  go,  and  ho 
will  offer  no  oppositioa,  I  ivill  answer  fur  it 
he  nc%'cr  docs." 

"  It  is  my  wIbIi.  Will  you  go,  Dohival  if" 
said  Mr.  Morton  uiigcrly. 

tt  was  a  blow,  a  houvy  blow  un  the  huppy 
lovcr-~«  great  encrifioc  o»  the  |>art  of  the 
[Wttttd  lieir ;  aud  Delaval  was  silent  fur  some 
momenta,  whilst  the  working  of  his  featurca 
gave  proof  of  his  deep  emotion ;  but  the  warn- 
ing glance  and  gesture  of  the  good  Doctor,  and 
the  cunning  wiIdne»<A  Uuit  gitthered  in  hit) 
uncle's  eye  forlwdc  a  refusal. 

*'  You  have  been  to  me  as  it  fiither,  uiy  dear 


THE,  EXPECTANT.  33 

ande,  and  I  owe  you  the  love  and  obedience  of 
a  son ;  I  wUI  do  as  you  desire  at  whatever  cofit 
to  myself." 

"  Then  yoo  will  go  abroad  for  wx  months," 
said  Mr.  Morton  Btill  anxiously,  but  more 
gently. 

"  Certainly,  since  you  arc  grown  weary  of 
my  preaence." 

"  No,  no ;  it  ia  not  that ;  but  it  will  be 
better  for  all,"  observed  his  uncle  quickly  ;  add- 
ing still  a  little  anjuously.  "  You  ^viU  go 
without  asking  more  questions,  or  making  more 
excuses — go  in  ten  days." 

"  So  soon  r  exclaimed  the  young  man  with 
a  quivering  lip.  "  Returned  but  three  days, 
can  you  not  bear  me  longer  in  your  sight? 
Must  I  be  banished  V 

"  You  s^d  you  would  show  the  obedience 
of  a  son,  and  do  as  I  desired,"  cried  Mr. 
Morton  interrupting  him. 

"  I  will,"  replied  Delaval,  but  his  voice  was 
hollow,  and  a  deadly  paleness  spread  over  every 
c  5 
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feattire,  for  that  fearful  gleam  Knd  kindled 
again  in  Ins  tuicle'a  eye.  and  Doctor  Sale's  im- 
ptorin^  glance  comiielled  au^misaion. 

"  And  you  will  go  in  ten  days  withwit  say- 
ing anotlior  word  ?"  reiKuiIed  the  old  man,  ae 
n  to  be  quite  assui'ed  of  liis  nephew's  obedi- 
ence. 

"  Tes;"  Mrplicd  that  nephew  liricfly,  for  hiti 
heart  was  full ;  and  he  itared  not  ti^tst  liIinHtlf 
to  say  more. 

"  Good  hoy !  good  boy !  yoti  were  always 
dutiful  and  affect  ionnto,"  eakl  Mr.  Morton 
kindly,  using  the  word  boy,  as  he  had  froqwcntly 
done  since  the  death  of  hie  wife,  a  term  which 
he  had  rarely  used  for  yean  before.  The 
cunning  gtcnui  wnd  gone ;  and  a  smile  of  almost 
dtildieh  triumph  wreathed  his  thin  lips. 

"  To  be  «urc ;  he  ha*  always  been,  and 
always  will  t>e  dutiful  and  afTectioimtc,  no  one 
can  say  to  the  contrary,^  interpoMxl  tlie  good 
doctor  checrfiilly,  *'  And  now  be  off  with  you 
Dclaval,  to  Miss  Luttrell,  for  I  want   to  talk 
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treaaoD  with  my  old  fricDd.  I  will  BCttle  about 
your  journey,"  he  added  significantly. 

The  young  man  rose  slowly  and  sadly  ;  and 
bis  step  was  heavy  as  he  walked  towards  the 
door,  for  there  was  a  chill  at  hie  heart. 

"  Come  back  a  minute,  Dckval,"  said  Mr. 
Morton  in  his  uaiiat  kindly  tone. 

Hia  nephew  was  standing  before  him  in  an 
instant,  with  the  glow  of  a  newly  awakened 
hope  lighting  up  his  pallid  features. 

"  Tou  must  not  think,  my  dear  Delaval,  that 
I  send  you  away  in  anger.  It  is  not  so.  I 
shall  miss  you  mucti — very  much  ;  but  it  is 
better  that  you  should  go  for  a  time — only  a 
time.  You  shake  your  head ;  but  I  know 
what  is  best.  You  can  go  and  winter  at  Rome. 
You  always  wished  to  go  there  ;  and  you  have 
a  taste  for  painting  and  sculpture.  You  shall 
have  unlimited  credit,  and  draw  for  what  you 
please,"  continued  the  old  man  coaxingly. 

"  My  allowance,  thanks  to  your  kindness, 
ia   already   sufBcieatly   liberal;    think   not  to 
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bril)e  >iie  tu  HiilMaianon  bj  the  ufTer  of  wenlih. 
I  g»  M  your  dcsaie ;  but  I  go  witli  a  heavy  nnd 
lurebocling  hciurt,"  exclaimed  DeUvaJ  paaeion- 
ntely,  hi«  newly  awakened  liopc  departing  » 
isuddenly  as  it  had  arisen. 

"  No,  no,  Dckval ;  no  need  of  »  henvy 
hcHfti"  Miid  the  old  niiin  toudtod  by  bis  won1>. 
l"  Don't  suppovc  1  can  tyvr  love  yoii  letn;  you, 
are  her  nephew ;  but  people  »cc  not  how  Mtrong 
Olid  liale  1  iu»,  and  say  odd  things.  You  tnuM 
go  for  a  little  time — only  a  few  months — 
periutju  only  a  few  weeks,  just  lo  show  the 
world  tliftt  I  can  walk  without  leading  strings ; 
and  tlivn  witen  you  come  b«ck,  we  shall  all  l>e 
tiappy  figain,  at  least  as  happy  aa  we  can  be 
now  (hat  nlie  is  gon&  And  mind  you,  all  I 
,  Imve  will  be  yours  at  my  death— it  was  her 
wish ;  all,  every  thing.  And  1  idiall  not  live 
long ;  grudge  it  not  to  mc  for  a  little  while." 

"  What  have  1  done  that  you  should  dei'm 
me  capolde  of  such  vile  ingratitude^  cxcbimed , 
hts  nephew  deeply  hurt 
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'  '  "  I  (lon*t  beliere  it,  T>elav«l  ;  nol  a  w<wxl  of 
it,  for  you  were  ttlwnyt  gcncTAim  and  h^b 
niinr)«il  from  your  youth  ;  yet  some  hcira  Ao 
long  for  tiller  inlicritunce ;  but  not  you — not 
you — so  you  need  not  look  so  pamecl  I  shall 
not  holi)  it  long— I  sliaJl  not  live  long;  tlicre 
IB  Bomethjng  here  that  tella  me  bo,"  laying  Iliv 
ham)  on  his  heart.  "  And  then  it  will  Im^  iiU 
youM,  DcUval  i  and  you  will  ;iay  nic  Ixsidu 
h«r.  and  perliapA  MimetmiM  thtnk  h^'ifte 
cherishp^l  your  cliildhoocL  And  Delara! — that 
chahr — it  whs  hers — you  will  let  no  one  dt  in 
it;  and  let  mine  stand  beride  it  b6re,  jiM  tt^  it 
ia  now.  Will  you  not?"  he  continued,  gazing 
eauneHtly  into  thv  fncc  of  hii^  shocked  and  ttilent 
ncphi-w.  nrho  could  with  difficulty  niaat«r 
his  emotion  sufficiently  to  give  the  dc«red 
promise. 

"  BlcM  you,  my  iwy  V  faltered  the  old  inim, 
"  I  »Imll  woon  be  with  her;"  and  sinking  back 
in  his  chnir  he  covered  hia  Hkc  n-ith  hit  handn, 
nnd  bur»t  into  tears. 


88 


TBS  TXrSCTAXr. 


'"Leave  bim  to  me,"  stid  Doctor  Sole  in  ft 
wlu«per;  Mid  Delavnl  qiiitu^d  the  room  on 
dpbWi  with  evrelling  vcina  and  awimming  ej-es. 
It  was  eonm  little  time  crc  Dvla^'at  was 
BuiBcicntljr  coiiipoBod  to  acck  Clara  Luttrcll ; 
and  when  ho  did  so  he  found  her  sitting  alune 
in  the  library,  her  look  and  attitude  expreeeiTe 
orEwldened  thought. 

*'  I  «m  tlic  bwxrcr  of  evil  lidingts"  he  began 
ubniptly,  being  still  too  nmdi  excited  to  w«igh 
bis  words. 

"What  bae  happened?  Have  you  tjuar- 
rolled  y  li  he  ill  ?"  questioned  Clara  in  wild 
alarm,  the  more  startled  by  bia  addroea,  as  she 
bad  nut  licanl  lib  ap^ffoach. 

"  Ko  love,  banish  this  fear.  We  are  stiU 
friends :  and  my  uncle  is  well,"  replied  Delaval 
soothingly. 

"  Fool  1  that  I  wflB  to  shock  yoit  thus  hj 
my  ftbruptness,"  he  added  in  self  reproach  m 
Clara,  sinking  back  on  (bo  scat  from  which  she 
Inul  ^tai'led  up,  covered  her  face  witli    her 
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Spread  hands.  "  Can  you  forgive  me  fur  such 
selfish  diou^tlessness  ?" 

"  Yea,  yea ;  only  leave  me  now — I  would  be 
alone.    Go,  go." 

"  Do  you  too  bid  me  go  ?"  he  exclaimed 
with  bitterness.  Then,  marking  the  teara  that 
fOTced  themaelves  through  her  slender  fingers, 
he  was  agmn  all  eoflncaa — all  contrition. 
"  Ah  !  Clara,  you  weep ;  and  it  is  I  who  make 
you  weep.  I  came  to  you  to  be  aoothed,  and 
your  grief  increases  my  agony.  Can  it  be 
that  you  guess  what  I  have  to  relate,  and 
thence  your  tears?  Say  but  the  word  and 
I  will  not  leave  you;  or  let  us  both  go  to 
my  uncle  and  implore  him  not  to  send  me 
away." 

"  Send  you  away  I"  repeated  Clara,  "  then 
he  persists  in  his  purpose,"  she  added,  and 
her  tears  fell  the  faster  at  the  thought. 

"  Then  you  knew  of  his  purpose,  love ; 
nnd  this  was  the  cause  of  your  sadness— the 
cnusc  of  your  tears  when  we  first  met.     And 
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I  knew  it  not,  but  hai-nsacd  you  with  dniibtn 
and  violence.  Let  ua  go  to  my  uncle.  Clara ; 
hecnnnot  reatsl  our  piwyern."  ''       ■"'' 

^  I  d»ro  not,"  mid  Clara  with  a  filmdder, 
and  spdiking  i»  ii  liollovr  viiic«  Itmt  onm-ly 
rose  nbovc  a  whis]>cr. 

"  Ah !  tht<n  you  Itave  eeen  that  gk-am  in  hla 
tyv  which  id  vo  fciirful  to  all  wito  love  him. 
.■\ik1  could  I(C  resist  your  plcuding?" 

"  He  only  tiinU-rl  nt  the  auhject  once  lo  nic; 
and  that  with  euch  a  look  and  tone  thnt  I 
dared  wty  litllo ;  but  Mrs.  Fleming  hae  tried 
to  turn  him  by  pcnmaeions  and  argiimcDt^ 
more  than  once,  though  all  in  vain,  aa  it 
aeems." 

"  I  owe  her  my  thanks.  But  why  not 
luinw  tht«  to  mc  on  my  first  arrival  9" 

"  I  hoped  (o  Mv«:  you  pain — I  hoped  your 
uncle  would  change  his  purpose ;  and  tlwn  you 
need  never  hare  learnt  l)iat  he  had  entertained 
Ruch  a  tliot^t." 

**  Sw«et  l6TO  1  fo  you  wept  in  secret  to  save 
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I  ft  ptn^  And  you  would  not  dcuJ  me  from 
ycHi— would  uot  iuive  cue  go." 

"  Xo  :  better  that  you  should  not  go — 
better  that  you  bad  neror  goui> !  Do  out  leave 
nvc,  Morton.  Save  me!  save  inc  from  myself  t" 
cried  Clara  paaeionately. 

**  My  lifo  I  my  tovc !  I  will  not  go,"  ex- 
claimed  Morton  vebciiiently.  "  But  who,  or 
TChat,  con  bavc  |)ut  euob  a  thought  into  my 
uncle's  mind  ?" 

"  I  know  nut,  but  Mrs.  Fleming  remarked 
ihat  Mr.  Mortou  named  bia  intention  anon 
aAcr  a  viait  from  Sir  Tbomas  Modlycott ;  uad| 
sboc  then,  he  has  aometimes  been  irritable 
and  displ«a»cd  if  not  coneultcd  about  every 
trifle" 

"  Tlien  that  iw^dliiig  Baronet  liae  done  the 
uUMhier;  intenliomdly,  or  unintentioiiully  he 
lias  rouaetl  my  uocle'a  dormant  jcaluui»y.  .Vlu»  I 
tliat  he  should  ever  bo  jealous  of  inv  who  80 
luvu  And  rcsiKict  him.  8ud  that  the  sliock  of 
grief  should  have  put  so  sweet  a  temper  out  of 
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tunc.  Como,  Cbini,  let  u»  go  to  him  *t  imcc: 
he  will  hrcd  our  prayers,  and  this  iuMUto 
j^.'alou^y  will  ]>ii>a  Avrny.  Wc  will  my,  lu  Iw 
lovud  Riy  Mint,  no  <lo  wo  love  eacb  otli«r,  with 
A  love  that  can  know  no  chnngc.    Corner" 

"  No>  no  i  go  ahinu.  I  cannot — t  <Iare  nDt>" 
foltorcd  Clara,  withdrawing  the  hand  which  he 
had  taken  to  lead  her  to  his  uncle,  and  ^ring 
way  to  a  fretih  l)tirst  of  u»n. 

"  \Vl)at  is  the  matter?'  u^d  Hn.  Fleming, 
approaching  the  lovers  as  she  spoke.  "  I  heard 
Clara  weeping,  and  cnme  in  to  leani  the  eause, 
and  ofTcr  my  sympathy  or  scrvioes.  If  yoa 
would  rather  1  ebould  dc]inrt,  say  to  at 
once." 

"  So,  #tay,  Atay,"  Mad  dm  hurriedly. 

"  And  do  you  too  wisli  me  to  stay  T"  oakcd 
Mn>.  l'lonnn<;  in  her  kindest  toni>,  »dclrc«^ff , 
Morton,  whilst  kncvling  on  ii  ntool  at  Clara*! 
feel  eho  pillowed  the  head  of  the  sobbing  girl 
on  her  shoulder,  placing  her  hand  ciuv««ngly 
round  bcr  nock. 
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'*  Yes,  my  dear  Mrs.  Fleming ;  etaj  and 
soothe  Clara ;  and  teach  me  how  to  induce  my 
uncle  to  permit  me  to  rem^n." 

'*  Ah  I  then  it  is  as  I  feared,"  replied  Mrs. 
Fleming  with  Bym{)athieiiig  regret.  "  A  feel- 
ing of  jealousy  has  unhappily  taken  posseaaion 
of  his  mind,  and  even  whilst  rejoicing  in  your 
presence,  he  peruste  in  compelling  your  ab- 
sence, that  the  world  may  see  that  he  controls 
you,  and  can  manage  his  property  himself," 

"  How  can  we  best  remove  this  unhappy 
idea,  Mra.  Fleming?" 

"  That  I  fear  is  beyond  your  power,  except 
by  the  most  unhesitating  submission ;  he  may 
thus  in  time  be  convinced  that  you  seek  not 
to  exercise  any  authority.  In  my  r^ard  for 
you  and  Clara,  though  a  comparative  stranger, 
I  ventured  to  ai^c  and  plead  in  your  favor 
till  such  a  strange,  wild  light  came  into  his 
eyes  that  I  was  alarmed,  and  durst  say  no 
more." 

"  Thank  you,  my  dear  madam,  for  saying 
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no  much,"  repliod  Morion  groufully.  "  I 
would  obey  my  uncle,  but  (row  can  I  Icsivo 
Clura?  I  wiU  go  to  him,  and  tcU  huu  Itow  «bc 
is  wocping." 

"  You  will  do  no  8udt  ihiag,"  Miid  Doctor 
Sal«,  oicuting  nnd  (toii|Mng  bim  nt  the  door. 

"  Have  you  bocn  pleading  my  c«k»c  lh«n  T 

"  I  hftvw." 

"  And  with  what  aucceesi^' 

The  kind  Doctor  shook  his  h^ ;  and  after 
gbuiciug  at  the  still  weeping  Clara,  an<l  ber 
graceful  consoler,  led  Morton  out  of  bearing 
before  he  rcplii^d. 

"  I  ani  Borry  to  Bay  I  pleaded  in  \9ia ;  my 
old  friend  has  some  fancy  that  yon  want  to 
usurp  hw  authority,  or  more  properly  apeiJting, 
that  other  [)co|>lc  think  you  should  ;  and  hence 
his  obstinacy ;  wbilfl  such  i.4  the  state  of  his 
mind  tlukt  he  must  not  be  further  opposed  or 
urged.  One  buret  of  irritation — the  straining 
of  a  nerve,  might  make  him  an  idiot  for  the 
rcoiiunder  of  bis  days: — soothe  him   by  con- 
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sunt  compliuwe,  snd  he  nuiy  yet  bo  all  that 
be  «raa  of  old.  You  inuet  go,  Mortun,  m  you 
proiuiwd,  vrithuut  further  dvUy  or  dvbatc.  I 
un  Kirry — very  wrry,  yet  it  miut  be  mi.  But 
cume,  cbin«.  Uulavnl,  don't  bo  w  CMt  down  ;  it 
will  be  but  to.  inODtlu  at  the  longest.  Mid 
Morton  still  loves  you  better  tlian  any  one 
eliie  in  the  world ;  en  only  go  reoKlily  and  I 
ibould  not  be  surprUcd  if  be  recalled  you 
wtlhin  a  fen  wceke.  Tliis  fancy  may  die  away 
in  your  absence,  and  your  eabmiEsion  always 
inCTCOecs  hiD  aJToctJon." 

"  Woe  to  the  meddling  fuol  who  implanted 
euch  a  lm«c  su«|iieioii,"  exclaimed  DclaTal 
fiercely. 

"  Morton '."  cried  the  gcKul  Doctor  ia  eur- 
pri»c,  Btartlod  by  bis  unwonted  paseion.  *^  I 
have  known  you  from  a  boy,  and  never  saw 
you  Uiue  inovod  before." 

"  Never  before  had  I  eo  much  cause  to  be 
moved,"  replied  the  vexed  youth,  aHliuine<I  of 
hia  own  paseion,  and  nbaalied  by  Doctor  bale'* 


rebuking  tone.    "  I  could  beta  it  for  tnyeclf ; 

but  you  SAW  licr  wceinng." 

"  I  cli<l ;  aiu)  tbouglit  1  luul  never  seen  n 
more  striking  group— you  in  your  xager — Misa 
Lultrell  in  her  eorrow — and  Mrs.  Fleming  in 
her  grace.  A  very  beautiful  and  fn^cioating 
woman  that  Mrs.  Fleming;— and  a  great  deal 
here,'^  he  added  loukiu;;  steadily  at  Delaval. 

'*  Yes,  she  lia»  won  all  hciirt(<  by  livr  friendly 
attcotione;  and  haa  urged  my  unclu  to  give  u)i 
Iu9  cruel  purpose  till  aJie  dared  wrge  tuin  no 
more.'' 

"  Indeed  V  obeerred  Doctor  Sale  in  a  tone, 
wliich  might  have  struck  one  lc«  preoccupied 
than  D«laviil.  "  Do  you  suspect  any  one  in 
particular  of  having  aroused  your  uncle's 
jealousy  of  interference?" 

"  Mnt.  Fleming  remarked  that  my  g<Hng 
nbroad  was  liR>t  luiuied  after  a  vi»it  from  &t 
Thomati  MetUyooti,"' 

'*  Mre.  Fleming  remarked  this.  Umph  I 
Morton  Park  ie  a  fine  estate ;  one  may  wi^h 
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to  secure   it    through    the    sefrfieir,    another 

through—" 

*'  Through  wbcHD  'f"  asked  DelaTal  in  sui- 
priee,  aa  the  Doctor  paneed  abrnptlT,  the 
wondering  gaze  of  his  yonng  friend  havii^ 
first  warned  him  that  he  was  uttering  his 
thoughts  aloud. 

'  "  Through  policy  and  auction,"  replied  the 
Doctor  cnreleaely.  "  iiiBa  Lnttrell  is  most 
fortunate  in  having  won  the  regard  of  one 
wealthy,  as  well  as  worthy." 

"  Clara's  preference  would  do  honor  lo  the 
best  and  noblest  in  the  land,"  answered  the 
lover  proudly. 

"  I  trust  so,  for  your  sak&  But  come, 
Delaval,  away  with  that  look  of  anger  and 
agooy.  If  Sir  Thomas  did  you  this  mischief, 
which  is  doubtful,  it  should  be  laid  to  meddling 
stupii^ty,  not  malice ;  and  you  are  not  the  first 
lover  who  has  been  parted  from  his  bride  for  a 
a  time." 
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"  Bot  she  is  so  bvely  aod  gentle,"  plendcil 
tbo  bUuhing  Morton  in  excuse. 
*  **  Otbore  havo  been  aa  lovely  aod  gvutlv,* 
obecrvod  the  Doctor,  with  a  sigh.  "  Yoii  du 
not  doubt  her  cousiaucy,"  be  wkled,  agiuB 
loolciiig  steadil}-  At  Murtoo. 

'*  Con  I  doubt  truth  itself  r  asked  the 
lover  lodignaDtly. 

"  Then  cheer  up*  nnd  bo«r  your  fitto  ae  a 
man.  This  ia  but  n  brief  parting — a  miaor 
trial ;  and  you  were  not  wont  to  let  trifles 
nilile  you." 

"  Trifles  V  repeated  the  lover  indignantly. 
"  Is  it  a  trifle  to  be  banished  from  the  home 
of  my  childhood  ? — from  the  prv«vi>co  of  my 
kind  uncle  'f — from  the  eight  of  li«r  whom  1  Iut« 
Iwtter  than  all  the  world  beside;  and  this 
for  no  &alt  of  mine ;  and  when  1  bad  beeo 
promised  that  kv  should  put  no  more;  sod 
tmly  for  a  fancy,  which  is  in  it«clf  a  pang, 
and  an  insult  ?** 
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"  It  ia  coly  fbr  rix  monthfl  at  Um  utintwt,^ 

nil!  the  Doctor  aootbing^ly. 

"  Only  six  montlis ''— bd  nge.  I3cei(k«.  1 
&tn  fiUrd  with  gloomy  forebodings,  iind 
dread  I  know  not  what.  Who  can  tell  wlint 
may  come  to  paas  in  six  months?" 

"■  Wlw  indeed  'f  said  the  Doctor,  with  «yce 
which  »eoDiod  turned  back  upon  the  past 
'*  Bat  let  UB  trust  in  Him  who  ordereth  all 
things  for  the  best." 

"  You  forget  the  time  when  you  were 
young  yourself:  you  have  never  lored," 
replied  Delavoi  inipatieutly. 

"  Be  still,  and  murmur  not  I  You  know 
nut  wliat  you  arv  *ayii^,"  obeerrcd  the 
Doctor  sternly.  "  Beared  in  loxurioue  in- 
dulgeitc«— swAthed  in  satin— fed  with  flattery 
ftom  your  birth,  you  fret  and  chafe  like  the 
Sybarite  of  old  at  the  crumpling  of  a  rose  lea£ 
Think  you  that  othcn;  have  not  had  their 
trial«  V     Think  you  no  others  have  loved  and 
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tiMu  luu-ted  like  ^oureclf?  Many  a  suiltng 
Ii|>  Dtaitkd  an  acliing  hi'art.  At  your  ngc  t  vm» 
jHjur,  l)ut  like  you  I  loriM),  nnd  Lucy  Irving 
wiu<  not  Icsa  fnir  than  Clnnt  Lattrel).  Wc 
)»liglit«(l  fnilli  and  luirtcd.  ^Vliou  I  rctumMl 
to  cIiUDi  her  litinil,  tliiit  luuid  wu  given  to 
nuolluir.     All  linvc  tlifir  trinls." 

"  That  liaDd  wjw  ^vcn  to  iinotlicr ;"  ropeatMl 
Dclaval  with  a  idight  shiver,  aa  tlic  epcakvr 
turoed  avty. 

The  good  Doctor  would  have  had  the  |Mun- 
|wied  heir  think  of  the  moral  of  hie  tale — all 
havo  their  trials ;  but  the  ardent  hjvcr  thought 
only  of  the  closiog  eircumstanoc— "  When 
I  returned  to  chum  her  hand  that  hand  wae 
given  to  another  T 

He  stood  for  some  minutes  ailent  aod 
tliQUghtful,  tlten,  starting  into  action,  hiuiied 
track  to  the  lihiary,  but  Ckm  wa«  no  longer 
there ;  she  was  in  her  boudoir  with  her  kind 
<H>neoWr  Mrs.  Fleming. 
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'\V)t«n  next  thu  lorors  met  eliu  wa«  com- 

ftw^i\,  liiu  «aiLi  ami  Uekiviil,  low;}iul  hy  this 

BKtLtece,  80    sweet,    so    geotlv, .  subdued    )m 

ovro  ejDotioD  that  he  miglit  ejwre  Iter  greater 

UMuffering. 

It  WAS  curioas  and  moviog  too,  to  ntu-k 
the  struggle  lietwecu  jealousy  and  nflcction  in 

»  ^e  heart  of  Mr.  Morton  durmg  the  wliole  of 
that  evening,  indeed  during  the  whole  of  the 
niinttitider  of  liia  Hcplicw's  stBy.  Thio  jealousy 
was  but  a  weed  that  hod  e|Hrung  up  amid  a 

I'ffich  parterre— it  had  no  right  to  be  there — it 
was  an  alien  to  t)te  place ;  but,  vile  tm  it  woa, 
it  could  not  dei>troy  the  benuty  of  the  fair 
tloTvere  lunongat  which  it  hud  thruet  itself, 
though  its  presence  somewhat  marred  their 
harmon}-.  JtaiooMy  was  to  him  a  etrange  and 
a.  new  feeling-^ the  olTsijriitg  of  unhappy 
circuin»tAncee> ;  whilst  his  affectiMi  waa  the 
strung  and  ahidiog  principle  of  years,  and 
kindne««  was  his  very  nature.  Had  his  mind 
nut  been  enfeebled,  he  would  never  have 
u  :i 
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entertaiacd  a  diMibt  of  Iub  nephew ;  bul  his 
lave  lt>r  tlint  nephew  been  leM  stronfi:,  he 
woultl  liove  »p«ii  Uiin  (l«]>Rrt  not  only  witliniit 
regret,  but  with  {ilcasure. 

nifl  feclinga  neenicd  so  rontnulictory  and 
jmintiil  to  himself,  tliat  Dclaval  knew  nnt 
whether  to  be  most  hurt  or  gratifled  by  Hk 
lingular  contrast  of  his  hasty  bantflhnienl.  nod 
tlw  innrkn  of  atfcclion  lavished  upon  Iiiiii. 
Tliroughout  tltat  duy  and  fur  many  succoitling 
aats,  Mr,  Morton  rnmld  not  order  the  vcri^s't . 
trifle  witlioiit  coiisulting  his  nephew  upon  it, 
and  abiding  by  hie  decision ;  his  look  grew  diiU 
when  he  wna  away,  and  brightened  when  he 
rcappt-arcd : — he  leant  on  liia  arm  when  he 
walked  abroad  with  that  gentle,  clinginj 
prewiiro  with  which  we  hang  on  the  arm  o( 
those  whom  wc  love  and  trust— lie  deserted  his, 
favorite  scat  by  Ww  wife's  arm  chair  that 
might  sit  beflide  IX-lavnl ;  and  whilst  thoi 
inusieid  tones  of  ^trs.  Fleming  would  some- 
ttmes   fall    unheeded  oil  bis  ear,  not  a   wonl 
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[))»e(l  llrum  thfi  U|ia  of  Iim  iiu|)(h;w  tlat 
WM  not  mu^lit  Kitd  tronsurcHl,  u  wr  treiuiin: 
the  [Hirtinrr  wurtU  uf  t)io»c  iiiiMt  tlt-Kr.  ili- 
ttmcA,  wliemivor  bv  luklrcMKH]  him,  weirv  luit 
only  bind  liut  cnrv^tting;  sucli  toacs  lis  vrn 
UK  luwiiniit  those  Wlovv<!  ddga  whutn  wc  foar 
we  have  oJTcniliMl.  Sometimes  he  would  mul- 
(lenly  jihice  his  hatui  u{foD  his  iiriu,  or  f^nxe 
wiRtfully  inlu  hit)  face,  then  turn  uu-ity  with 
Nwiinining  Cyos ;  nntl  oAcn  and  often  he 
»ceim'«I  on  the  [toiiit  uf  rescinding  his  «entenoo 
of  hnnifhincut ;  and  ifaen  m  often  vornc  juiinful 
rcooUvctton  seemed  to  staj'  hi«  purfKitfC. 

Only  oiioe  ugnin  did  tluit  wild  and  ctiiiDing 
look  glenni  Torth;  and  thnt  wkh  when  Mnt. 
Fleming,  in  neUvalV  [>re«ence,  veiitured  »  hint 
that  hi«  ne]>hew  needed  no  foreign  tour  to 
|Kdisl)  his  manners ;  and  that  many  woul<)  re- 
gret his  nbnence. 

The  gloin  [lUAsed  away  on  the  instant — the 
muttered — '  he  must  go,' — wa*  w«ccly  audi- 
ble;  but   all  felt   tliat    further   renionfltranee 


IB  fn«Bk.fc*  b«aD 

woiCB  iBcyaetCfmL 
too  «w  iootlnig ;  and  BMce 
thaoooce  be  caa^  Ae  «7«  of  tto  lb;  ud 
olent  laabd  rertng  npoa  iim,  tati  anc  villi- 
drawn  M  qmekIrM  of  old  8be  ^tlc«  mitof 
her  KifTtnr  at  bis  dqiartare  ;  but  he  knew  by 
ihoao  loola  how  mucfa  abe  woukl  n^rct  liu 
■Iwencft 

He  would  willingtj'  have  deroted  iku  whole 
iif  the  intervcaing  ten  du^  to  his  uncJc  and 
C'tira:  but  tlier«  were  visits  to  lie  juJd — 
arrufittcniculji  to  be  initdc,  which  occupied 
iiiiidi  »r  bia  litnc.     Moreover  Doctor  .Sale  bad 
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warned  liim  to  divert  Mr.  ^lortoii'^  luind  an 
much  as  poauble  from  the  tlionght  of  tlieu- 
purting;  and  Clara's  languid  air  and  pallid 
eheeke  gave  the  like  warning  with  regard  to 
her.  It  was  evident  that  she  was  struggling 
with  some  sorrow,  which  was  preying  on  her 
beauty,  and  her  health ;  and  Morton,  rendered 
more  self  denying  and  generous  by  the  depth 
and  purity  of  his  love,  instead  of  increasing 
that  sorrow  by  lamentations  and  exactions, 
sought  only  how  beet  to  soothe  it  by  the  most 
devoted  and  delicate  attentions.  Clara  felt  this 
conduct  as  it  deserved ;  but  her  tears  only  fell 
the  faster  when  alone  ;  and  the  colourless 
check  and  dimmed  eye  showed  how  brief  and 
broken  were  her  slumbers. 
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CHAPTER  ni 


"  At  thia  time  to-morrow  I  shall  be  far 
away,"  thought  Morton  Dchval,  as  ho 
returned  from  a  ride  undertaken  to  Bcttle 
a  matter  of  business  for  his  uncle.  "  I  shnll 
have  taken  leave  of  Clara  for  months.  _  And 
how,  and  when  may  we  meet  again  ?" 

The  spur  touched  his  horse's  flank  at  the 
thought,  and  he  dashed  at  full  8{)eed  across  the 
park,  that  he  might  not  lose  one  mnnient  uf 
her  socaety.  His  emnd  had  been  fulfilletl  as 
(|uickly  as  possibly,  and  he  was  now  hastening 
back  to  devote  to  her  the  renuuaing  houtv  of 
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bie  last  day.     Hia  loat  day !     Wbat  a  pang  in 
thoee  brief  words. 

He  Iiad  left  her  in  a  morning  eitting-rootn 
which,  though  not  exclusively  appropriated  to 
her  use,  was  generally  occupied  by  her,  and 
thither  he  proceeded  immediately  on  reaching 
the  house.  Crossing  the  hall  with  an  im- 
patient step  he  was  on  the  point  of  entering 
the  apartment,  when  his  progress  was  suddenly 
arrested  by  the  soimd  of  a  guitar,  accompanied 
by  a  foil  manly  voice;  a  voice  not  only  rich, 
but  full  of  tenderness  and  feeling. 

There  was  no  crime  in  singing  to  a  guitar, 
yet  Morton  Delaval's  spirit  revolted  at  the 
sound.  He  bad  never  heard  Mr.  Fleming 
touch  that  instrument  or  sing — he  was  not  even 
aware  that  he  was  a  mu^cian ;  yet  he  recog- 
nized at  once  that  peculiarly  rich  and  melodi- 
OQH  voice.  The  door  was  slightly  ijar;  and 
the  lover,  scarcely  conatnous  of  any  motive, 
pushed  it  open  so  noiselessly  that  his  entrance 
was  unobserved  by  those  within^  The  scene 
D  5 
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which  met  his  view  was  little  calcalnt<.-i:l  tu 
chase  itwKjr  tbo  frowa  which  was  gaCh«rijig  dd 
hj»  brow.  "•'   " 

Clara  Luttrell  was  tteated  on  a  ooacli  in  aii 
iittitud«  he^qieaking  marked  ntlenUon,  if  nut 
nihiiimttoii;  nhilst  at  her  feet  «t  (itiliwt 
Fleming  with  th«  guitar  alung  rouml  his  iieek, 
iind  hia  hew!  00  turned  that  lie  could  look  up 
into  his  companion's  &cc,  and  read  every  feel- 
ing written  there. 

Ilie  |)ositioii  was  cjuineiitly  gracetul,  tor  the 
son  had  much  of  his  mothcr*H  cli-gaticv :  and 
C'lani's  figure  waa  slightly  inclined  towards 
him.  Their  backs  wore  to  him,  but  an  op)>oeitc 
mirror  revealc*)  to  Delaral  the  looks  of  the 
mutiiciaii,  while  the  bowed  face  of  the  lifitener 
was  ittill  hid  IVom  his  gase. 

'*  And  she  can  listen  with  interest  to  tlie 
guy  aongii  of  another,  when  we  part  in  a  few 
hnunt,"  thought  Morton  bitt«riy,  m  ibc  tm- 
wehxHue  visitor  ran  over  a  merry  prelude : 
bnt  that  oterry  prelude  died  away  into  n  low. 
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soft  Btiain ;    and  the  tones  of  the  dingur  were 

eunest  and  passionate,  not  mirthful     Delaval 

would  gladly  have  gone  bock  to   the  uiciry 

prelude ;  but  that  could  not  be ;   and  there  he 

stood,  unheard,  aneeeo,  everr  word  of  thut 

jwesionate  Btmn  falling  into  bis  heart  like  a 

drop  of  liquid  fire. 

SONG. 

Wben  jojtHu  joutb  iu  glory  rbtd. 

O'er  eartl),  uid  sky,  uul  sea ; 
And  ligbt  mj  liMrt,  and  light  my  tread  i 

And  light  my  laugh  of  glw  : 
Tet  atilt  e'en  then  in  nightly  Hreun, 

In  iDomiDg'i  myitic  thought. 
Some  £)rm  more  bright  than  nuniner  beam. 

My  restless  Hjnrit  sought. 

When  deeper  reelings  .itirr'd  my  heart. 

And  prouder  thouglit!  were  mine. 
The  will  to  play  the  Tictor's  part — 

The  pow'r  to  rule,  and  shine : 
When  croirds  my  burning  words  could  thrill, 

And  rose  the  shout — Ihe  cheer  : 
A  rmee  more  sofl,  and  dearer  still. 

Came  whisp'ring  in  mine  ear. 

*  The  words  of  this  Song  have  been  set  to  a  beautiful 
melody,  by  Mr.  Loder,  and  the  Copyright  vested  in  the 
bands  of  Messrs.  Cramer,  Addison  and  Beale,  the  eminent 
Muiic-seller*  of  Regent  Street. 
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,l,|l    I,         Wboi  chilling  itoufat*  (wl  fran 

And  Cuiit'i  untrulh  «•  kiuiwii ; 
f'  Anri  tonaw  ewnc  like  wiiMcT'i  mowt, 

Ij^  ,  T<i  bligbt  bopc'a  bud*  an  blown  i 

Bc«in'tl  lhrou|rh  the  |;1i>oin  a  nnll«  bffnijin, 
1I<TW  nrMt  it<  lif[ht  to  mt  t 

•Vialti  ii»i  ,Tli»' fc""— *li">  itow— tlat  nnilc  w««  ll'i 
t  li'uiiil  llirin  all  In  (lir«'. 


Tlic  i>ingvr  cvnevd  sitiraptiyi  aiid  hiagiuu.-  wu 
fixeU  moru  eonicvUj  on  tlie  faoc  of  lh«  listener ; 
whiUt  her  h«u<l  wiut  ImwccJ  etili  lower,  wul 
uliglitly  averted;  it  might  be  in  timid, evnnciuui* 
joy-— it  oaigbt  be  in  cold  reproof,  for  her  lover 
could  not  catch  ft  view  of  lior  oouatetutnce ; 
but  he  saw  ia  the  mirror  tJio  look  of  the  luuai- 
cian,  and  lue  features  grew  of  a  deadly  pMleneeo 
at  the  aight  It  ww  such  •  louk  tw  he  deemed 
.jfioue  had  a  right  to  turn  on  Clara  but  hiotself 
— eucl)  a  look  an  »be  rOtoidd  brook  froiu  no 
other. 

The  guitar  wiu  bu«bed;  and  lie  who  had 
touched  it  put  forth  hie  hand,  it  mighl  he  to 
take  the  hand  of  Clan,  which   lay  littlli-iwly 
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U]x>ti  hor  U|>,  but  bel'orc  be  cuuU)  rcui-h  it,  llii- 
stamp  of  an  angry  foot  niatlG  Uiiu  nuddvtil)- 
turn  bis  head :  and  in  m  duing  li«  encutintered 
the  wratUiil  g»ze  of  Uie  indignant  luvcr,  wlttim; 
livid  lip  was  (luivcring  bcncatli  the  oouvulaive 
pi-csaure  of  his  teeth.  A  ojunnur  nith«r  than 
a  cry  told  that  Clara  too  bod  caught  night  of 
ihc  irtful  Di-laval;  but  instead  of  miitg  to 
wvlconiu  htm,  »)i«  sat  etilt  tuul  silent,  nith  her 
vyvi  iix«]  on  th«  ground.  Not  mi  fitDicrt 
t'loining.  In  un  inMant  he  was  on  his  feet, 
an<l  advancing  towurda  !Morton  with  nn  cx- 
t«tKle<l  liand,  the  rcry  hand  which  had  been 
put  lurlh  BO  if  to  take  ChiniW    " 

"  I  au  gk<l  yon  are  come,  Dckval,  for  1 
haw  riddon  over  on  purpose  to  wish  you  good 
bye ;  and  have  been  wMting  (or  you  this  half 
hour." 

Tile  siK-akcrs  oianuer  was  if  possible  more 
oonlial  orcn  than  UMial,  and  DetavalV  liand 
vma  involuntarily  yieldc<I  to  hi*  friendly 
presaure:    but  when  his  momentary  astonish- 
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meat  at  tliu  unoinbuurrasitd  wnnntli  luid  |>ui>mi] 
away,  he  anMwcrcd  coldly  and  witb  »  tuucii  «f 
uvay. 

"  I  urn  sorry  you  dltuuld  Imvc  ukcn  su  niiidi 
trouble,  Air.  Fleuting;  ntid  fuor  yuu  uiiiet  have 
found  tlic  time  hang  livnvy  in  my  ii1»vno&'' 

"  Tlie  latt«r  could  nut  be  in  Him  Luttrell'a 
preeence,"  replied  Gilljert  Fleming,  with  gmce- 
ful,  but  curelon  {^luiiir>-;  m>  curckei*  that  it 
would  have  been  little  ghorl  of  inault  nildrcMcd 
to  one  whom  he  had  sought  to  woo.  "  Ami  n» 
for  trouble,  I  should  think  nothing  of  a  ride  of 
treble  the  length,  for  the  pleasure,  though  a 
pitiiiful  one,  of  shaking  haada  witli  you  before 
your  depnrture." 

It  was  impoiwbl«  to  quarrel  with  one  to 
fmuk,  ao  cordial :  it  eecmcd  uiean  and  churlish 
to  treat  hiiu  with  di»tru»t  or  coldnc8»;  but 
thouj^h  DeUival  felt  nil  tins,  lie  found  it  im- 
|Kmible  oi)  tlie  present  occasion  to  maintain  or 
aMUiiie  l)te  eiwy  indilfcrcacc  for  which  ho  was 
jjcnvnilly  dtstuiguiabed. 
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Ton  sing  well,  Mr.  Fl^niing,"  he  olwenr«il 
^ru]>tly.  rcplyiog  only  by  a  slight  inolination 
of  thv  bead  to  that  gi'ntUinnn'H  Hntti-rin-; 
Meuranpe7>  of  rcgnnl.  *^  'Duire  u  »n  t-Mnte^t- 
DQBB — a  [MHion  I  iitny  luy,  iu  your  toni-»  wliK^h 
none  who  eiag  for  litre,  tuul  not  from  fcpHn^. 
«ii  eTcr  bopo  to  cqtiaL' 

**  You  really  think  so?  I  am  most  highly 
gratified  by  your  holding  Hich  an  u]]iniuii. 
The  iTcntleiiian  who  Hin^  nnd  pUyn  tlie  guitar 
«hoal<]  <lo  both  .4D|)cr)ativtfly,  or  not  at  all; 
and  I  own  when  I  oaoc  \xipn  I  am  »u  com- 
pletely carried  oat  ot*  myself  tliat  time  ami 
eircumstnncee  are  both  forgotten." 

"  As  tlicy  were  ju3t  now — I  can  well  im- 
ajinne  tliat,"  replied  Delaval  drily.  "  Were 
th«  wortLd  your  own — improTtecd  for  the  occa- 
-ion  r 

*•  No,  indeed :  I  am  no  poet.  They  were 
writien  by  a  yoong  fiiend  of  mine  who  pictiireo 
i4i  himself  perfection,  whicli  he  ni*vvr  tindii. 
But  I  am  keeping  you    ntandiug,  and  talkiiig 
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r^'  mveell'  iasie^d  of  jrou ;".  and  leaving  Mottoii 
tbvitWcnext  Clnra,  according  lo  cuBtMii,  ho 
look  a  eeat  un  his  ullior  nAc,  "  1  how  It'cn 
waiting  for  you  »0  long  tlint  I  have  mm 
tcnrccly  five  niinutes  lo  spHre,  tur  I  niuM  be 
bwk  at  H0U7  Qrovc  witliin  uo  huiir.  I 
haro  been  diacuscing  your  journey  with  Mr. 
Moflan,  ami  think  1  con  give  you  a  f«vr  hint* 
wfaicb  may  be  UAcftil,  tbotigh  it  is  a  ]ii(y  lie 
peretsle  in  ytmr  settti^  off  po  late  in  tbe 
MJ«oa-  Vo«  go  to  Italy  I  think." 
„  "  Sudi  is  my  uiiclc's  desire." 
••<"  It  in  loucly  to  be  in  a  foreign  land  witliout 
aoquaintaiMrea — «liall  I  Airnisli  you  with  lettcre 
of  introduction  ?" 

"  Thank  you.  I  hope  to  persiiad*:  a  friend 
to  aeoonipany  me,  and  shall  find  several 
iK'(|uaintaiioeB  there,  so  need  not  trouble  you." 

"  That  makeif  a  difiVircnoe,  but  if  you  diauge 
yiiur  mind,  and  fliould  liki*   the   li^tenf,  only 
l«l  lue  knuw.     And  now  IV  my  hinta  whic 
I    have    committed     to    paper,    fL«ring    that 
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i  twi  mo  you."    The  binu  w«r«  pro- 
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dOc«d,  explained, 

and  good  wistx*  -were  repeoUd ;    ukI  tliea 

Fleming  look  kui  leare*  with  the  auna  opon  om^ 
diality,  saying  as  be  did  bo,  il»t  be  would  no 
iDager  intrude,  m  DeUvil  muat  natturutly  wieh 
liim,  a  oompRivtive  stnuager,  oat  of  bi»  way  al 
a  momeot;  an  ueertioD  which  Ddand 
did  not  ooatradicC.  He  had  token  the  paper 
cootaining  tbe  hints— he  hiul  listeoed  to  hu 
adnce  and  good  wtehee  witboiit  int«JTQptioo, 
bat  hia  replies  had  been  hiitf  ai>d  cold ;  nod,  as 
the  aDwclooinc  vuitor  rode  ott',  Uclaval  tore 
that  paper  tnto  atone,  though  FleroingV  adJeox 
to  Clara  had  been  those  of  a  mere  indifierent 
acquaintance. 

MiM  Luttrcll  could  not  fiul  to  jicrevive  tbe 
tcanng  of  that  paper,  but  die  ocither  looked 
op  oor  »pokc,  ami  Delaval  broke  the  •  ailencc 
after  it  had  liuted  some  [uouiunt&  Ilis  manner 
as  lie  did  m>  was  unusually  abrupt,  and  his  voice 
had  lost  tlie  gentle  tone  of  love. 
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'"What  ifl  your  upiDiuu  or  Mr. -Flonung'* 

SOllg?"  '■fl     >i    ■!     l'*-' 

"  It  wan  ill  timed — I  wisli  he  bad  not  Ming 
itvioX  wi^b  he  hnd  not  come  to-day,"  soidCbtia 
iu  loW)  aud  ti-cinuluuit  aoccDts.  ii:l 

"  U  tliis  tru«  'f  May  I  beUeve  you  r  he 
quoatiunixl  iiusrerly, 

"  Iiidcud,  indt-ed  you  may,"  anewered  the 
trembling  girl ;  and  her  wonb  had  tbv  caracst- 
iiQBd  of  truth,  though  she  etill  kept  her  face 
avertod. 

*'  Did  you  not  aak  bini  to  sing?" 

"  OhI  no.  How  can  you  tliiuk  so?  W« 
luul  Ifucii  uleut  some  minutca,  and  then  be 
took  up  tliu  »uiur.'* 

"  But  his  look  when  tlie  song  was  ended, 
Clara— did  yo»  ice  lliat?" 

"  My  head  was  turned  away,  but  I  saw 
your  luok  in  (he  mirror,  and  waa  fr^tencd  at 
your  anger." 

"  Uiive  I  not  cause  for  anger,  Clara  T 

"  What  lure  I   dune,   Morton,    that  you 
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should  look  and  speak  ao  stcznlj?  Could  I 
help  it  if  Mr.  Fleming  choae  to  si^  ?  Heavoi 
knowB  I  wish  he  had  not  come  to-imj.  Is  it 
onr  last  day :  make  it  not  adder  atill  by  im- 
kbd  tbooghta,  and  onkind  woida.  At  InM, 
let  Dfl  part  in  peaoe,  if  not  in  jaj' 

Morton  wae  touched,  and  hia  anger  -w^h- 
iihed. 

*'  I  woold  ndther  be  stem  nor  onkind  to 
^n,  sweet  lore;  but  thae  are  fearftil  tan- 
bodings  in  my  mind  which  I  can  oeitbeT  baniih 
DDF  control.  If  I  ehotdd  mnm  and  fizMl  j-'ia 
uother'a — snch  things  bsTe  been.' 

Claia  started — tamed  d^adlv  ptJe:  aad 
gasped  for  breath,  as  she  faltered  out — "  n'^r 
ghoold  yon  think  thtu'-^ 

"  Think  it,  Claim !  Can  yon  beliere  I  kwmU 
be  calm  as  I  am  if  I  thrAght  it''  Am  I  'xa 
to  be  pat  off,  and  taken  up  again  at  pleaivre. 
and  only  eay — as  you  will ''  Or  asi  1  ocx  v> 
win  and  then  despise?     My  kire  f«r  yM  \rM': 
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die  culm  of  my  life;  nnd  thv  storm  ofpa^un 
once  raised,  who  slmU  nllay  ite  fu»y  ?  1  ilo 
not  think  you  will  {;ivc  your  Iiami  lo  anotlicr — 
I  rely  on  yoiir  lovu,  to  doubt  it  were  worse  tlinn 
death ;  yet  u.  fearful  f»i%bodiiig  in  ti(x>i)  inc — 
.  the  dread  that  we  ahall  not  meet  ns  vre  part. 
CUtKi  you  love  me— you  hare  mud  ko.  Swear 
it4iL  Swear  tl»t  nothing  sliall  cliange  your 
heart — that  iiotliii^  ahall  ever  induce  you  to 
listen  to — to  wed  iinotlicr." 

"  It  i»  an  awful  thing  to  eviear,"  said  Clam 
witli  a  dltudder,  averting  her  face  fironi  his 
cB};or  gaze.  Mid  trembling  bcucatli  the  gnup 
that  he  bud  upon  ti<<r  arm. 
atf*  b'M'&n  iiwfVil  tiling  to  be  faiae! — to 
mui-dcr  tlie  peac<y— to  torture  the  heart  of  him 
who  hath  confided  thst  yniwc  and  titut  hnut  to 
your  keciMJig.  The  thief  takes  but  gold— the 
takes   but   life  — the    false    eoqnette 


leaves  lift!,  but  tidces  away  all  thiit  could  gtvo 
it  worth,"  answered  Dclarat  Btcmly.  "  "^ 
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,"1  ftm  no  coquette — I  will  not  be  Met," 
filtered  the  ngitatett  girl. 
"Will  you  Bwenr  this?" 
"■  Yes,    if   you    will  it    But  look  not— 
speak    not    thna,"    ehe    added    with    another 
shudder. 

"  Tremble  not  thus,  love ;  there  is  no  canse 
fiir  fear.  You  are  mine — mine  now  for  life, 
let  who  will  seek  to  part  lu — vowed  to  me  by 
a  vow,  which  you  dare  not  break,  lest  the  curee 
that  rests  on  the  head  of  the  oath  breaker  resta 
upon  you.  Pardon  my  pasuon.  I  could  not  bear 
that  another  should  presume  to  look  at  you  thus, 
when  I  must  leave  you  to-morrow.  &nile  on 
me  once  agaia ;  and  that  smile  will  banish  the 
gloomy  forebodings  which  have  wrought  roch 
madness." 

CUra  tried  to  emUe ;  but  it  waa  only  an 
April  smile,  for  her  tears  Ml  fast  aa  she  did  so, 
and  it  needed  much  soothing  on  the  part  of 
Delaval   to   restore   her  composure  ;    but   hii 
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attentioDB  were  at  length  suooeasfu),  tad  the 

lovefH  art  off  on  their  last  walk. 

f     Their  last  walk  !     li\n»al  n  world  of  sorrow 

in  tho»e  three  short  words '.    Ilierc  ia  MOmwr 

in  (he  tliniiglit  even  wlien  tlio»e  with  whom  wc 

mu«t   port  oil   the  morrow   ore    only   lightly 

prizctl,  btit  when  tliat  fNirtinjir  u,  with  the  one 

moet  loved  an  earth — tlie  sharer  uf  our  innxttt 

thought* — of  kU  our  aecrct  h<^>c8  and   f&ar, 

thore  nrv  no   words  to  teJl  the   paiig.     Hh'^ 

were  bound  to  each  other  by  fervent  tow«  ; 

but   who    should  say   what  six   long   ntontlm 

might  bring  to  pass?     The  sea,  and  the  plain, 

and   the  tnountmn,  would  soon  be  aprewl  out 

tietweon  them.     The  one   might   be   strickvu 

with  sicknces ;    and  the  other  not  iliere  to 

eoothc  or  to  lend.     Nay,  thi»  sickncw  might 

gpd  in  death,  and  the   loved  one  not  be  by  to 

receive  tlie  last  embrace — the  lut  mA  look. 

Ow  might  prove  iid«« — such  tbing«  Itad  been, 

:4rid  wcldcil  hearln,   not   liand*,   been  left   to 
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iDotini  their  widowhood.  But  no;  neither 
would  think  of  lliat,  and  drove  away  the 
phantom  fiend  diatrust  that  would  tiitVL-  r&i<«d 
u  doubt. 

But  though  neither  eicknces  nor  falsehood 
eliould  cotDC  u|H>n  them  irct  still  they  would  be 
alone,  who  had  been  together.  They  eouM  Dot 
turn  to  eAclt  other  for  Byntpsthy,  and  life  would 
loM  lioir  iu>  deliglit,  earth  all  ita  glory,  wlieii 
tlie  lovwl  one  woe  not  by  to  say,  or  look— how 
bcautifuL 

Clara's  luuid  was  held  in  that  of  her  lover  as 
tliey  walked  slowly  on,  but  few  were  the  words 
which  paeeed  between  them,  for  sorrow  loves 
nut  speech ;  and  when  waa  a  last  walk  ever 
noisy? 

"  Not  there,"  ttaid  Clara  shrinking  hack,  aa 
Morton  would  hate  led  her  up  the  path  where 
hi«  poMioii  luul  iirHt  burst  forth. 

"  ^Vlty  1101,  love?  It  has  long  been  the  first 
and  last  spot  which  we  tia%-e  visited  at  nvevling 
and  |Mirting." 
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.  "  Yes;  but  it  wiu  liere  that— tliat— "  ' '  •• 
"  'i1iut  I  frigbunod  you  witli  my  veb»^ 
meiK^e,"  aaid  Morton  closii^  t)ia  senteno*. 
"  'i'nie,  Clam,  tnic ;  but  it  was  here  that  you 
6ni  owned  your  love ;  wid  now  tJiut  you  haw 
vowed  U)  be  mine  I  doubt  you  no  longer. 
Coiiu-,  lure ;  it  will  bo  montlts  «re  we  trend 
this  imtii  together  iigniii ;  luid  I  have  some- 
tiling  tv  sliow  you." 

C'lttni  yielded  se  stic  nlwaye  did  to  the  wiehn 
of  those  whoiu  she  loved ;  but  her  footfall  wa« 
«lpw  and  heiivy. 

' "  There,  Clara ;  [  leave  this  to  your  onni 
in  my  nlweoce.  It  will  not  flourish  if  yoa 
c«aee  to  tend  it;  but  wither  and  die,  a*  I 
should  do  were  you  to  forget  me." 

t,"  I  eon  never  forget  you,  dear  Morton," 
replied  Clnm  in  itiucli  emotion,  glaitcing  at  the 
beautiful  *htuh  with  wliich  be  had  replaced 
the  laurel,  jilnntcd  by  dlcntiog  aud  torn  up  in 
pauiun.  Ii  wiw  <>IM^  of  the  most  lovely  of  iheu 
Kalntiae,  a  flower  particu  lariy  dear  to  Clara,  • 
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u  Wing  ft  mtirp  of  North  Anonoa,  wberc  ilic 
hwl  BO  oAca  gatlierciJ  it  in  ber  childlKxitt. 
Moctun  bad  bcanl  b«r  menliuii  thin,  owl  utw 
vw  deeply  touclMjd  by  tb'u  dulicatc  attuatinu  ; 
nd  yet,  CTen  whikt  «lic  thanked  him  witli 
tender  Utnea  awi  swimming  «yc»,  dio  eMmed 
iiDvriUing  to  liI^^  near  the  apoL  Was  she  act 
>-eiy  seDBitivc  tliat  tliat  bunt  of  panton  could 
never  be  n'membered  wiiliout  a  shuiMcr  and  4* 

"Oh I  (hat  you  were  not  goii^r  nhe  t/xp' 
claimed;  then  addod  resolutely:  —  "  I  will  look 
uD  this  flower  every  diiy — I  wilt  think  that 
you,  though  in  a  foreign  land,  can  «ee  iny  care  t 
it  thaii  be  flourishing  wh«n  you  return — b«it 
tarry  not" 

"  Tarry,  when  away  from  you!"  excWuned 
the  ardent  lover.  "*■ 

If  Dclaval's  last  walk  was  sad,  hi*  hiM 
evening  was  atill  more  so.  dan  eould  with 
(litEcuIty  retain  any  tolentbie  decree  of  com- 
poraic,   whilst   Mr.   Morton    sat    beside    hrm 
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flhon-uig  \m  nBtfctton  witli  atmoet  i'itihIU)i 
Bi[u|>Ucity,  now  gazing  into  tiis  fscv  wilh 
ftwimming  eyes,  then  tuming  tho«c  ewimming 
eyee  away ;  eilling  eilont  and  ftlietnicled  fin- 
some  tnomente,  tliea  epeakiiig  hurriedly,  iumI 
breaking  off  as  abruptly  in  tltc  midst  of  a 
sentence,  the  nteantng  of  wliicli  liis  bearcn 
oould  Qot  gather.  Again,  oe  when  lie  Itad  firet 
bi'oachvd  the  Hubject,  he  seemed  more  than 
once  on  the  jioint  of  recalling  (he  sentence  of 
banishoiL-nt,  yet  the  evening  passed  away ;  awl 
the  HCntcnec  remained  m  full  force. 

Warned  by  Doctor  Sale  of  the  injurious 
eftects  whieh  excitement,  whether  painful  or 
plensoot,  but  partioularly  tlie  former,  might 
prodnce  on  bis  uncle,  the  gmtt-fiil  Dvlaval 
endeavoured  to  nppcAr  not  ooly  cslm  but 
eheerfbl;  and  Mn.  Fleming,  with  her  untud 
judiciouH  ki»d»c«,  did  her  beift  to  Kcond  his 
piirpoM,  though  this  aasumption  of  cheerfid- 
i)c««,  us  may  be  inJi>[)o«cd,  was  in  reality  liitli: 
diecnitg  to  an;. 
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DcUvtil  wu  tu  ilc[MUt  at  tcven  on  the 
morrow ;  Aud  H  tuu)  bccu  ti^rwd  tli«t  tu  uiv« 
hi»  UDcIo  luid  Clara  frooi  no«d]ciu  jiuu  Uicir 
['  lulieux  should  be  made  on  thfi  preceding  night. 
Thoae  »di«ux  to  Mre.  Fleming  and  her  niece 
were  warn)  and  friendly  in  the  extreute ;  to 
thfi  kind  att«utionit  of  the  former  he  confided 

»hi8  uncle  and  Clara  till  the  return  of  (he 
.jgtndfords,  who  were  expected  aliortly  willi 
their  now  rapidly  recovering  daughter;  whilst 
to  the  latter  he  epokc  of  tlie  books  which, 
iimidet  all  his  engagements,  he  liad  snatched 
time  to  Mlect  for  her  ude:  and  the  picAeurc 
whicli  he  Hhould  derive  from  marking  iIk  de- 
vdopmcDt  of  her  intellect  on  hie  return. 

The  niiDt  pruphecied  h'u  happy  restoraticm 
to  Morton  Park,  and  promised  to  watcJi  over 
Iu8  treasures  witli  her  wonted  f^tce  and  gract- 
ouutuw*;  whilst  tlic  cold,  clammy  liand  of  the 
niece  Ungercil  long  in  the  warm  pressure  of  his; 
but  one  look  and  a  low — good  bye — wan  aU 
die  could  say  in  return  for  his  kiud,  and  fio- 
B  3 


76 


TliK   EXPECTANT. 


cournging  worda.  Theu  tlic  hnod  vns  witb- 
dran-n  abruptly  ;  and  as  llie  door  closed  betiind 
hor  he  caught  the  »ouDd  of  n  haXi  miiotheretl 
8«b. 

All  b«8ide  liiul  retired,  and  Dolaval  was  left 
idono  with  his  uncle. 

"  You  will  write  often — very  oIUd,  Ixith  ti> 
Clam  and  mc,"  ta.\i  Jlr,  Morton  abnijiily. 
breaking  a  long  Bilcuoc 

"  Ctirtainly,  i»y  dear  uncle ;  you  may  (k- 
[Hind  nn  thut,"  replied  lii«  n<;j>bew,  rcmitcd  fnm 
a  painful  rvvcriv. 

**  And  mind  nil  I  told  you  this  ntomtng: 
you  must  not  forget  that."* 

*'  I  trust  I  shall  never  forget  your  kindness," 
answered  iKilaval ;  and  then  both  relapsed  into 
iilcnce,  which  lasted  sonio  time. 

**  I  liod  DO  idea  it  was  so  Ute ;  there  is  tlw 
clock  Btiiking  eleven,  and  you  have  to  eee 
CLun,  poor  girl,"  exciiiimcd  Mr.  Morton 
■ilnrtinp  ujs  then  »inkiii^  down  again  into  his 
ohiiir.  "  Do  not  keep  her  up  iw>  long,  Delaval : 
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«oe  has  not  been  looking  well  of  Inlu,  mkI  ihiM 
partiiig  is  a  Ii«Ty  trial ;"'  and  here  lite  t>Iil 
manV  votM  liecnme  so  uiiateady  lliat  lie  eouUI 
my  no  mure 

"  A  heavy  triitl  indocd,  sir,  to  ulhen  il- 
weU    w  CUia,"   ropliod    lib  ncpbtiw  with  u 

"  Ay,  ttiM  it  is,"  said  bis  uncle  in  deep 
t-motion.  "  But  it  roust  be  »Ot"  be  luklnl 
(luicUy,  placiDg  hU  hand,  it  might  almost  be 
asai  coaxingly  on  hia  nephew's  shoulder.  "  Don't 
think  that  I  send  you  forth  in  (inkiiulnePM, 
Oclitvol ;  tell  me  that  you  do  not." 

"  No,  my  dear  uncle ;  I  ain  sure  you  nicnn 
all  for  my  happines;*." 

"  Tlial  do  I  truly,  my  dear  boy ;  for  whom 
have  I  now  to  care  for  me  but  you,  since  she  is 
gone.  Yet  not  gone  for  ever— I  saw  her  there 
lO'dny— tlicrc  in  that  chair  where  she  used  to 
ait  for  hours.  And  I  thought  she  looked  sad, 
and  did  not  smile  upon  me  as  formerly.  Do 
you  tUuk  ihc  could   be  angry  at  my  sending 
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you  away  T  he  qucfitionotl,  g&ziug  ci^rly  int^ 

Delmiil  longed  to  remain — one  word  even 
now  iiiiglit  accouipliab  hit^  wUh;  but  Ihnt  word 
wt>u1<!  confirm  hia  uncle  in  a  delusion,  which 
would  |>n>tMl>ljr  prove  fatnl  lo  his  reason ;  and 
the  uiigeiierou«  iiupuUc  waa  clieckcd  with  n 
hhinh  of  shaiiieL  If  not  wlf-denying  front 
prirn-ijilc,  SIorU>n  TVlnval  ooiitd  lie  self-deny- 
ifi^  from  affection. 

"  Ikni^i  8uch  thoughbt,  iny  dear  uncle ;  yon 
mu!l  have  been  deluded  by  it  shadow,^  replied 
Dehiral  soothingly,  mcxpreBsihly  ehodied  at 
the  atiiioet  infantine  sioiplicity  of  the  ^>eak«r^ 
look  mid  tone. 

"  Ko  ;  no  delunon — no  sluulow.  I  aec  her 
very  often,  though  others  do  not,"  murmured 
the  old  man,  in  a  low  but  obstinate  tone. 

"  Since  we  must  part,  my  <le«r  imcle,  lo 
jirolong  thia  interview  is  only  harrowing  to 
both,"  ob«er%'ed  DeUt»-al  with  nn  ctlbrt,  an«i- 
uUH  to  tuni  lite  currciit  of  hie  uncleV  thoughts. 
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and  tliruw  uti'  the  painful  iniprci'i'ioii  cnii^il  Ly 
ttiBt  uucIc'h  words. 

"  Yes ;  you  must  go,"  observe*!  liif  uncK- 
with  the  hurried  manner,  and  furtive  jrlance 
which  always  accompanied  those  words.  "  Well ; 
^ve  me  yuur  arm  to  my  room.  Wlio  know:' 
but  it  may  be  fur  the  lost  time ;  I  may  iw  witli 
her  when  he  comes  back,"  he  murrouretl,  ae  if 
epeaking  to  himself. 

More  and  more  pained,  Dclaval  nut  unly 
gave  him  the  required  support,  but  cumpcUed 
himself  to  speak  cheerfully  of  the  future  ;  and 
it  was  a  touching  sight  to  mark  how  the  old 
man  clung  to  his  arm,  and  drank  in  hi:!  wordrf. 

His  chamber  was  reached ;  and  then  came 
another  silence  such  as  there  hod  been  in  the 
aaloon.  Neither  liked  to  be  the  first  Ut  ray 
farewell : — it  was  broken  by  the  entrance  of 
Mr.  Morton's  valet. 

"  Ah  I  Barnes,  so  you  think  it  is  time  I 
went  to  bed ;  and  you  are  right.  God  hies*" 
you,  Delaval!     God  bless  you!     I  cannot  »ny 
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loore  now.  My  licad  ■»  odd — I  hnve  no  wordg," 
cried  the  old  inno  in  broken  nocentis  throning 
III*  arms  round  Iud  ncphew'0  ncok.  "  God 
bleu  you  I  There,  go  dow  !  go  t"  he  nddcd, 
holding  him  ia  •  doeu  euibraec  for  it  niomoat, 
theu  putting  him  liastily  away.  "  Go !  go  I 
Sny  nothing — J  know  nil  you  would  mj ;  Iml 
1  cannot  hcnr  it  now." 

I)(;Uvul  did  go  in  silence  and  sorrow,  but  lu 
he  looked  bsrk,  on  rMciiing  the  door,  he  kiw 
that  iiu  uncle  hud  Mnk  <Iown   into  hi^   eiuy 
diair  with  one  of  tho«e  almost  childith  fits  of 
weeping  to  which  he  had  of  late  been  eubjecL 

The  nephew's  first  impulse  was  to  return, 
but  a  deprecating  glance  from  the  trusty  volet 
restrained  hi?  ^tcps.  Mr.  Morton  wna  always 
relieved  by  such  tears;  nn<l  a  »ecoiKl  ]Mirt!ng 
would  only  incrciuc  h>»  emotion  already  so 
painliil  imd  nlantiing. 

Wc  shall  not  intrude  on  the  privacy  of  the 
lovers,  wliOM  inlerview  was  of  aome  duration; 
enough  that  the  but  ndieu  was  tpoken — fresh 
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vow»  of  lore  exobonged ;  wx]  tbal  the  broken 
wba  of  the  inatdeiif  aad  ibe  qiiivvrii^  lip  uf 
Uelaval,  as  be  riubed  from  the  room,  were 
iMiffioieat  proofs  tliat  tbia  incfirvicw  bad  wrung 
the  hearts  of  both. 

Hnatilj  dumissitig  Aduuia,  with  orders  to 
cull  him  at  a  proper  hour  in  the  morning,  the 
bwiished  heir  drew  back  the  curtains  with  the 
intention  of  tlirowing  open  tlie  windovr,  that 
ho  toight  cool  his  fovcrcJ  brow  with  the  re- 
freshing air  of  night ;  but  m  he  put  the  cur- 
tain aside  be  Hiarted  back  with  a  tlurill  of  awe. 
Tliat  window  looked  out  in  the  direction  of 
the  maujfolcuui ;  und  a  corpw  Liglit  eecmed 
gleaming  tli  rough  the  darkuvss  in  tliat  dt- 
rectioo. 

A  little  thouglit,  and  observation  showed 
him  that  this  fancied  curpec  light  was  but  the 
reflection  of  the  candle  on  his  drcWng  table : 
but  the  feeling  of  awo  remained  in  spite  of 
this  simple  solution  of  the  phenomenon.  Id 
E  6 
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luulncee  and  sorrov  the  imaginutiTO  «oc  uumhu 
in  aU  things 

Throwing  t>pcii  the  window  he  Icsiiit  (wnl- 
iiigly  »ut,  for  tua  bcart  v/ae  oppressed,  and  hio 
linratUing  heavy.  Ilia  fevered  brow  was  couled, 
itn<l  his  heaving  chest  relieved  by  the  ooni 
■light  air ;  but  there  was  nothing  eheeriiig  in 
the  unbroken  dusky  gloom  around.  His  eye 
*tri>ve  to  pierce  the  darkneiw,  and  gmthcr  uov 
gleam  of  light,  but  it  strove  in  vain — there 
wa»  no  gl«nm  of  light  in  earth  or  heaven. 
There  wm  no  Btorin — tlierc  were  n«  blnt-k 
clouds;  but  above,  bvlow,  on  inky  ilarkntw 
without  a  break — without  a  »luulow.  It  told 
to  tlic  heart  of  tJie  watcher  of  a  glooiuy,  hope- 
less destiny ;  notliing  to  conquer,  but  all  to 
endure: — a  dull,  unbroken  nwnotony  of  evil, 
wearing  tlio  manly  frame  down  to  an  infantV 
feebleness,  cmeliii^  the  manly  spirit  into  id«- 
otic  despondency ;  like  the  tortures  of  old,  add- 
iv^  day  by  clay  a  little  to  the  weight  bearing 
down  on  the  chest  of  the  poor  enfierer. 
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The  scillac68  too  vrw  miorly  u  iiabrukcii  iw 
the  darkncBS ;  no  huimin  being  Hcvitwd  nwake 
l>ul  hunsdf :  Ui«n!  was  not  cvui  the  biirkiii^  uf 
m  dogt  or  tba  hooting  uf  an  owl ;  tlw  very 
breeu  swept  bj  withuut  n  murniur;  nnd  lie 
had  to  wreetJo  with  tlu)  silonoe  and  IIk  <Iark- 
aeaa  M  alone.  How  h«  loogcd  for  th«  rush- 
ing,  and  the  roaring  of  a  mighty  wtitd  lu 
break  that  fearful  mini  I  How  he  loiiged  tvt 
even  but  one  pale  etar  in  that  dark,  grey  skj  ; 
but  there  CMae  not  even  UiaL  There  vm 
nothing  to  cheer  tlw  exile ;  and  uU  vim  m  still 
it  seemed  us  if  ho  was  alone  in  his  eud  watching 
— soUtary  in  bis  sorrow — his  going  uulhought 
of,  unlainentcd  by  otliers. 

"  All  exlm  without— all  wild  within,  the 
many  ek«p~the  one  alone  kc«ps  tlgil,''  was 
bis  bitter  thotiglit.  "  My  presence  will  not  be 
inisscd." 

The  French  watch  ou  his  dressing  table 
struck  two ;  and  the  low  soft  tune  which  suc- 
ceeded the  strikit^  jarred  palnfuUy  on  every 
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nerve;    it  scented  a,  mockery  of  his  etnwgi 
excjtement.     Ilia  hand  waa  stretctied   forth  to 
daali  the  bauble  on  the  floor ;    then,  ashajiictl 

I  vf  this  Buddcn  passion,  the  extended  hantl  wr« 
withdrawn  and  shaded  his  face,  yet  therv  was 
,00  one  to  look  upon  him.  Mliat  a  cliange  liad 
the  itdmiisjon  of  one  strong  passion  wmuglit  in 
liie  formerly  passive  mind  I  With  love  had  cunie 
jenlousy,  uid  wlmt  might  not  Mityii  in  its 
train?  The  ealm  of  tlie  boy  wa*  over. — 
The    restlessnesei     of     the    man    wa^     astir. 

I  Many  might  .-tay  what  he  had  been,  hnt 
who  should  «ay  whul  >i«  would  be  ■*  T)»e  boy 
changes  not  into  the  man  as  suddenly  and 
easily  as  doc»  ttie  chrysalis  into  the  butterHy, 
though  there  is  restlessness  in  both.  Love  has 
it»  delights,  but  luvc  has  also  its  penalties; 
and  the  bnlauco  of  our  destinies  is  more  nearly 
adjusted  tbiui  Dekival  hud  lefirnt  to  believe. 

I  To  Eloq>  seemed  to  him  impouiMe,  my, 
ctosing  Hk  window,  he  svsktcd  himself  iji  nn 
antiqiM!  diair  beside  it.      And  therv   sat   tite 
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|»ii)pvrcd  minion  of  fortune,  ftvtiing,  wM' 
ling  m  his  first  cruM ;  tiukking  it  more  intok-r- 
iilfle  by  this  very  rebelling,  am)  deepening  tlw 
gloom  of  tlie  present  by  fearful  forebodings  of 
tbe  future,  a  future  which  it  waa  not  in  hw 
power  to  foresee  or  control ;  and  which  if  he 
liad  even  liad  miglit  to  rule,  in  nuui's  finite  folly, 
)ie  might  hare  ruled  to  bia  own  nu«cry,  not 
happineaa.  Ilia  <vealth  nnd  oniiabte  diapocltion 
had  failed  to  save  biiu  fr«)m  I  riid.  Why  not  'f 
They  were  ble^anga  to  be  received  witii 
thanks,  and  uet-d  carefoUy  by  the  guidaoce  of 
God's  spirit,  not  cornetfts  of  an  oxcmption  from 
llie  lot  of  sinful  man.  wlio  needs  to  paes  through 
mnch  tribulation  to  wean  hi^  heart  from  earth. 

He  thought  not  of  the  many  who  are  born 
to  pain  and  trouble ;  who  know  nothii^  of  the 
joys  of  n  happy  chiliUiood,  who,  pinched  by 
poverty  and  surrounded  by  crime,  grow  up  in 
squalid  wrctc}icdn«ss — their  pangs  uniiootbcd 
by  the  ca)rc8sc«  of  fond  parents,  or  tiie  thought 
of  ft  Ucewd  hvreaAer,  wiiere  there  eliall  be  no 
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inorv  sormw.  no  man  pniD  fur  t)iv  truetiug  apd 
IiuiiiUlu.  Hv  thought  not  of  the  tiumy  in  the 
fttrvngth  of  Diunliood,  in  the  f«el>k>ni-e8  of  ago — 
Ihc  sturjy  man — th«  geiitle  wuDian,  worn  itowu 
by  want  nnd  suticritig  to  llio  brink  of  the 
grnvoi  vrho  wouUl  hitvc  hok]  tJiiiuwlvcs  bleat 
with  a  tith«  of  h'ttf  fujicrfluitJen;— hv  tltuu^it 
only  of  uno — and  thnt  one  hitneulf.  Othcra 
hnd  been  i>arlc(l  from  thoec  Uivy  IovimI  bi>fbr«, 
and  witli  a  thousandfold  iexs  liopo  of  a  hAjtpy 
meeting ;  but  he  remembered  not  tltiji.  Sorrow 
was  to  hiiu  a«  »  sCnutgc  thing ;  nnd  lie  had  not 
l«arnt  to  bear  it.  We  cuvy  tho<w  whom  we 
coant  pruepiToue— there  is  many  a  heavy  heart 
joined  to  a  entiling  fortune;  or  if  not  80>  the 
thwarting  of  a  moment's  wtMh  cnusca  a  »haqx-r 
pang,  from  tlic  conlnut,  to  him  who  ei^oye, 
than  the  hlightil^;  of  ii  life's  long  ho]>c  to  him 
wIm  viMlurcf^ 
"'*  'DiMe  is  no  sleep to>oi^ht  for  me,"  thought 
Delavitl  iw  \w  Icsonl  hack  in  the  anti<)w:  chair, 
looking  tlinjtigh  the  OAM.-ni«nt  on  the  darkoew4 
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without.  But  sleep  flies  not  trom  tlie  youi^, 
SB  it  does  ftom  tke  old,  and  unconsciously  he 
fell  into  a  heavy  slumber,  from  wliich  he 
started  up  at  length  with  a  feeling  of  chill  and 
awe.  His  dreams  bad  been  too  confused  and 
in^etiDCt  to  admit  of  their  dwelling  on  hix 
memory ;  but  he  awoke  with  a  shudder,  iis  if 
they  had  been  painful  and  oppressive. 

The  fire  had  gone  out — the  lamp  had  just 
expired ;  all  now  was  as  dark  within  the 
chamber  as  [it  had  been  without  ere  lie  fell 
asleep.  The  same  dusky  grey  was  in  the  sky 
overhead,  but  abroad  in  the  east  where  this 
gloomy  canopy  of  cloud  fell  on  the  earth,  there 
was  a  narrow  streak  of  light,  that  widened  and 
widened,  and  lengthened  and  lengthened,  as  he 
continued  to  gaze,  till  morning  spread  in  her 
blushing  beauty,  and  earth  was  bathed  once 
more  in  all  her  loveliness. 

The  words  of  the  clever  American  writer, 
"  After  the  darkest  night  cornea  the  brightest 
dawn,"   recurred   to   Dclaval ;    and   his   heart 
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grew  Bomewlikt  lightened,  bnt  he  Alt  ohiUed 
by  his  long  wstohing,  ud  burrying  orer  Ua 
moTTung  toilet  without  wuting  for  the  aaoft- 
tance  of  Adune,  he  hastened  out  into  the 
garden  that  he  mi^t  bosk  in  the  Bunshine,  lod 
look  up  at  Clara's  window  in  the  hope  of 
seeing  that  sweet,  fitir,  fkce  once  more. 
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Early  as  it  was  there  waa  anotlier  astir ;  and 
light  as  was  his  tread,  lest  he  should  disturh 
the  sleepers,  that  other  heard  it;  aiid  an  he 
reached  his  uncle's  door,  the  kind  old  man  came 
forth  in  his  dressing  gown  to  meet  him.  He 
must  have  been  listening  for  his  step — [terhaps 
he  too  had  slept  but  little  that  night. 

*'  I  could  not  let  you  go  without  seeing  you 
once  i^^n,"  said  Hr.  Morton,  laying  his  hand 
gently  on  his  shoulder,  and  leaning  upon  him 
whilst  he  looked  fondly  into  his  face.  "  You  arc 
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eui — very  umL  1  Tenred  it  woul<)  b«  so ;  And 
thcrcforu  I  wLsliod  to  sec  you  again,  lest  yoa 
ehould  tliiuk  yuurscW  Imnlly  doJt  by.  You 
ore  not  banished,  Oelaval ;  not  ticnt  nwAj  be- 
cause I  love  you  lesa — ^muKt  that.  Vou  an 
odIj  going  a  sliurt  lour— inoet  young  men  t«ke 
tours — it  is  good  for  tbem  to  travel.  A  very 
fihon  time — not  longer  tliun  nx  nioittha — per- 
haps only  thi-cc — perhaps  only  one ;  for  I  ^all 
uiis4  you  eadly,  and  long  for  your  return. 
Draw  for  what  you  will,  for  all — every  six- 
pence will  be  yours  at  my  deatli.  I  Itavc  taken 
care  of  tJiat,  mind ;  put  it  beyond  my  own 
[lower  to  Itolp  ilr  lest  I  should  bo  worked  OD 
by  otliert,  »uch  things  have  been ;  and  I  don't 
feel  quite  right  here  sometimes,"  putting  hu 
hiuid  to  his  head ;  *'  but  tlte  heart  [»  tfao 
same  88  ever.  It  all  come  from  her,  and 
must  all  go  to  her  nejihcw.  Sainsbury  has  done 
it,  so  you  need  have  no  anxiety  on  that 
BCCOUOt." 

"  My  di'«r  uncle,"  said  Delaval  gratefully. 
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yet  half  reproacUuIIy,  "  all  my  anxiety  ia  for 
yom  not  for  your  wealth." 

"  I  know  it,  my  dear  Delaval.  There  is  not 
a  place  for  a  mean  thought  in  your  heart ;  you 
never  cared  for  money." 

"  Because,  through  your  kindness,  I  never 
&lt  the  seed  of  it" 

"  Ah ;  well,  you  were  alwaye  grateful  and 
affectionate — worthy  of  our  love,"  replied  the 
old  man  with  faltering  accents,  adding  abruptly, 
aa  if  doubtful  of  his  own  weakness ;  "  but  I 
must  not  detain  you — only  be  sure  and  write — 
write  very  oAen — write  to  me  aa  well  as  to 
Clara.  You  will  be  back  soon ;  and  then  we 
will  have  a  merry — that  is  a  happy  wedding," 
correcting  himself.  "  We  can't  be  merry  now 
she  is  gone ;  but  we  will  try  and  be  happy. 
God  bless  you,  my  boy  !  I  shall  long  to  see 
yon  again.  Bless  you  a  thousand,  thousand- 
fold !" 

For  some  moments  the  old  man  held  him  in 
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a  c1o«e  embriKC ;  tlmn  liU  nrms  were  soddctily 
withdmwii,  and  t<lvp[)ing  bnck  into  bis  room  Ik 
cloaed  tlie  door  tuid  locked  it,  ere  Dcliival  felt 
quite  nsturul  timt  tie  wiw  iilonc. 

"  Miiy  Gu<l  pay  back  tliia  kindnese,  and  theec 
blcgdiii^s  oil  your  own  head,  and  giuud  you 
from  all  evil,"  was  tlie  reverent  pmyer  of  the 
deeply  touched  Dclaval,  lui  Iw  lingered  a 
moment  beside  his  uncleV  door,  with  the  tears 
wliich  that  imelc  had  shod  still  wet  oa  his 
check. 

Ilud  the  a^ed  tiiun  wntched  tind  waited  for 
his  coming,  and  had  the  young  m^den  slept 
the  while?  Delaval  paused  a  minute  before 
CUmiV  door,  hut  no  eound  came  forth  from 
witliin  to  tell  whether  flhe  slept  or  woke;  he 
went  on  hia  way  with  a  clouded  hrow,  and 
piuted  out  into  the  garden  with  a  hasty  stcp^ 
The  dew  wta  on  the  flowere — the  gossanter 
upon  tiie  shrtiJM,  snd  the  morning  air  was  rich 
with  fragnmcc,  bat  he  ww  none  of  tfai«: — 
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lus  eyes  were  fixed  upon  one  single  window- 
lug  thoughts  were  bent  on  her,  with  whom  he 
Ind  parted  on  the  previous  night 

"  The  curtain  ia  closed.  Can  she  sleep  ? 
Yet  she  knew  I  should  stand  beneath  her 
window  tlib  morning,"  thought  the  ardent 
lover  with  a  deeper  gloom  on  his  brow.  In 
Tun  he  gazed.  The  face  he  bo  longed  to  see, 
did  not  bless  his  sight ;  but  as  he  was  turning 
away  in  dimppoiutnient,  he  caught  the  eyes  of 
Isabel  looking  down  upon  him,  with  a  sad  and 
earnest  expression.  How  long  she  bad  been 
thus  looking  he  cuuld  not  tell)  for  his  thoughts 
bad  all  been  given  to  another — he  had  bestowed 
no  attention  upon  her. 

He  heckuQcd ;  and  uhc  stood  beside  him,  even 
before  his  impntience  expected  her. 

"  How  is  Clara?"  he  enquired  abruptly  of 
the  panting  ^rirl,  knowing  that  their  chambers 
joined. 

"  I  have  neither  seen,  nor  heard  of  her  this 
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"  But  Last  night — ilul  die  retiro  to  net  aoon 
after  I  left  licr?" 

"  Te*,  very  noon,  thrvugli  my  auut'a  |ici^ 
KUA^ioiis,  I  belicTc" 

"  Your  anut !  Did  Mir.  Flenting  joiD  bcr 
th«r 

"  Yes ;  she  licurd  ber  eobbicg,  and  jmi^ 
through  luy  room  to  hera." 

"  DitI  she  weep  long  ?  Did  she  weep  mudi  ? 
But  you  cnonot  tell — you  slept." 

"  I  did  not  alcep,"  eaid  Isabel  in  a  tone  <d' 
re|)roitoh,  whtcb  passed  unheeded  at  the  mo- 
ment, but  was  remembered  aAerwards,  "  Sfac 
wept  sadly  for  Botoe  time,  but  my  aunt  eootlK-d 
her ;  and  by  two  I  think  both  slept,  for  I 
heard  nothing  but  a  low  breathing  in  ber 
njom." 

"  Ity  )wo  1— and  were  you  waking  then  ?^ 

"  Oh,  yes  I  I  could  not  Jeep." 

"  It  was  a  dark,  dull  nighl,"  observed  Mor^ 
ton  witli  a  shiver  ,w  if  spatking  tu  himscir 

"  Very  daik,  and  gloomy,"  slic  replied   with 
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aa  BDsweriiig  shudder.  "  But  thes  the  dawn 
was  BO  bright — so  beautiful,"  she  added  looking 
up  in  his  face  with  a  hopeful  smile,  as  bright, 
if  not  as  beautiiiil  as  that  dawn  itself.  I 

"  Then  jou  too  were  watching  that  dawn,  j 

dear  child.     Shall  I  count  it  a  happy  omea?"  | 

"  Tea,  yes,"   cried   the  ardent  girl  with  a  ■ 

glow  of  enthuaiaem,  clasping  her  hands.  "  You 
will  come  back  soon,  and  be  happy.     Oh !  bo  ' 

very  happy.     And  I  shall  see  you."  ' 

"  And    share   in   my   hapjnness    too,    dear 
IsabeL     What  a   sweet    comforter    you    are.  I 

Did  you  say  that  your  aunt  remained  with 
Clara  all  night?" 

"  Yes ;  to  soothe  and  console  her." 

"  Did  you  hear  what  words  she  used  to  do 
this?" 

"  I   only   heaid   that  her   tones    were   sof^ 
and  loving." 

"  Is  Clara  stirring  this  morning  ?" 

"Na 
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the  open  air,  wliore  ihe  bod  cut  abine,  nnd  ibe 
ilcn-  of  hca\'en  fall  upon  it;  idl  Iktc  ar« 
forced  and  itnuatund,  or  ooiue  j'ruin  tuiuthirr 
IumL" 

"  You  havo  6trangv  foucics,  ImK-I." 

"  HKve  I?''  she  said  with  u  faint,  ■tiul  sunk-. 
*'  You  ili>  not  bLantv  mc  for  theni — iki  yim?" 
»lie  added  canioetly. 

"  Kot  I.  dear  girl :  they  arc  the  fancies  gf  b 
uoble,  though  n  eintplv  fai-urt ;  how  giinple  yuu 
may  peri'eivf  livreiifl«r,  whew  you  liuvc  Icaml 
wore  ul'tlie  world's  kiiowled(^;." 

"  1  will  Imvc  none  of  Uw!  worldV  kiiowlwlgc, 
it'  it  will  make  me  n'orklly,  aud  love  thu  works 
of  tuan  mure  than  the  tTorks  of  God." 

"  You  have  none  of  the  worhl'a  wisdom  iiow 
iiioet  nwurcdiy,  l«il>el ;  ns  yo»  prove  by  your 
choice,"  iiiKwcrod  Mort<«t  lightly,  tlwugfa 
Btruck  by  li«r  Guiic«t  manner.  "  It  ia  bo  late 
ill  the  oeaiKin,  tiwt  there  ii  scarcity  a  flower 
led  in  the  garden.     Let  uti  return  to  tlie  con- 
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senrstorir,  and  gnlttcr  tht  cine  I  lind  chooen. 
That  is  both  rare  and  I>eautiAil." 

"  But  beautiful  flowers  &cle  so  soon ;  and  1 
Jove  not  thinga  thai  are  rare,  eo  well  ae  tboaa 
which  I  look  upon  ovory  day." 

"  A«  you  will."  replied  Delavul,  yiddiDg  to 
her  guidance  "  Wlmt  here— must  I  chouse 
here  ?  There  is  nothing  but  a  myrth* ;  and  that 
not  in  bloom.  It  10  too  dull  and  aoinbre  for 
one  80  young." 

**  It  IB  not  bright  or  beautiful,  but  it  never 
changes;  it  ia  the  oaiue  in  sunshine  and  id 
fltonn." 

Dclaval  gathered  the  myrtle  in  nlence, 
touched  by  her  caracetneea. 

"  Oh  I  stay  ;  here  b  a  sprig  of  jessamine 
still  in  bloom,  and  fall  of  fragrancP.  1  must 
add  that,  Isabel.  There  —  another  would 
decpiite  and  throw  away  such  a  paltry  nosegay/ 

"  1  will  keep  it  for  over,"  said  Isabel  in  a 
low  but  deep  voice. 

Dekvai    made   no   reply,   for    those   simple 
F  3 
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wonU  had  sent  bock  bis  thoughts  to  Clan; 
lutd  they  re-entered  th«  hou«e  in  sikiioe.  'ou 
"  Sit  you  down,  ImiIm^I,  nitd  ehare  my  bet 
nical,"  said  Morton  kindly,  noting  her  (juiver- 
■ng  ttji,  and  iL-srTid  eye.  How  Itc  loved  the 
diy  and  nwkwnnl  child  for  these  tokens  of 
Borrowinp  i<ynipHthy. 

"  I  cnnnot  eat,  let  me  wait  on  you ;"  and 
Dclavnl  let  hi>r  hare  her  my,  to  spare  bar  and 
hiniself  the  effort  of  contention. 

The  sTAnt)'  meal  was  soon  oonchided,  for 
the  banished  lover  had  little  appetite,  and 
Aunnis  announced  all  to  be  ready. 

Delaval  roBc — looked  round  the  i^nrtn>ent, 
ae  if  taking  a  lost  farewell ;  and  then  approached 
the  silGnt  and  weeping  Isabel. 

"  Oirc  thvsc  flowen  to  Clara  ;  tell  her  each 
tint  was  linked  with  a  loving  thought,  and  bid 
her  return  mc  the  like  wWn  she  looks  upon 
lYiem-  AVatch  over  her  and  my  uncle,  laabel ; 
and  let  your  growin<;  nftcetion  for  tbcin  con- 
quer your  shj'UCM ;    nctlhi-r  art-   as   well   as  1 
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coulO  vish  them,  ami  you  wuukl  uiakv  u  j^itto 
9uh]  tcaJcr  nunc  Blen  yuii,  Uubvl !  for 
thoec  tuu^;"  bik]  bcmlinjj  tloivii  hv  iinjinuivJ  it 
l>rotbcrV  kin  ou  tbc-  wliite,  cold  brow  uf  the 
wttcpiDg  girl.  "  1  will  lirin(£  you  baclc  h  re- 
meiubmuoc  from  luly ;  und  you  niiut  iliiiik 
of  me  souictimcs, "  ho  adtlcd,  turning  luidc  a» 
be  readied  the  door. 

"  I  will  think  of  you  ever — I  will  never  toT^jul 
yoa, "  rcpliot  ImM  [Kuuionatply,  ruuing  hvr 
ey«»  to  liijt ;  htit  without  stirring  froni  (ht;  ti|H)t 

whcrv  h«  hiwl  K-fl  her. 

I 

There  wus  an  fini^luuia  uii  the  t,  which 
Btmck  painfully  on  DilnvalV  iK-art  w  liv  cnui^L-d 
the  baU.  Could  elie  l>eUeve — could  she  mcHii 
him  to  believe  thitt  Chini  ini;;I]t  tbrget  him? 
Oh  I  no,  that  could  not  he ;  and  uuting  uway 
the  thought,  lie  returned  the  resjjtctful  good 
wiiiiieA  and  rcgrct«  of  the  wortliy  old  butler, 
and  housdceeper,  who  were  there  to  aay  gi>ud 
bye  to  Master  Delaval,  and  anion^t  all  hia  own 
grief  at  going,  be  could  not  forbeur  u  en)il;e  at 
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the  good  wonmn'fl  iHl%-icc,  Muohiitg  diet,  bed- 
ding, robbcn,  &<%;  nnd  livr  more  th«»  iuMn 
llmt  all  f^rriitfr*^  men,  woincii,  and  chittlrcn 
were  no  better  than  tJioj-  i<hould  l>c.  The  kind 
old  housekeeper  t'uiigot  that  Ite  vraa  now  k  tnnn, 
not  the  boy  whoin  8li«  had  aided  to  jict,  cnuu. 
and  apoil.  To  her  he  vim  titill  Master  Ochi\-al; 
and  her  sobs  eotiflrnicd  tJte  nstwrtion  u{  her 
grief  at  his  departure. 

Dclitval  hnd  l<;ft  IhaIk'!  xuuiding  in  tlic 
ocntre  of  the  Ifirge  apartmeni ;  ttut  m  tLc 
carriage  drove  off,  he  caught  a  view  of  her 
pale  face  at  one  of  the  windows,  whiln  from 
niiot her  above  it  lookc<l  forth  bin  iim^lc. 

Whs  the  faec  of  her  whom  he  lo^'cd  bwt  the 
only  face  which  he  wiw  not  to  aee  ?  Was  At 
the  only  one  who  slept,  whilst  ht-  wiw  leaving 
her  for  months}'  It  wat  n  painful — a  very 
(Htinful  thought ;  and  the  pang  was  not  nvcr- 
oome  till  lie  )md  ])roccedod  lar  on  liui  journey ; 
for  a»  Adauu—the  iovaluaUe  Adunu—waH 
with  hiui,  who  onlerod  every  tiling,  and  (xud 
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every  thing;  tbere  bad  been  no  jaugliug  with 
turnpike  meo,  do  wrftogUng  with  poat  Utye  to 
diatnict  or  diflturb  the  current  of  his  ideae. 
Hftd  bis  miDd  been  diverted  from  dwelling  on 
this  painful  subject  by  tJie  necessity  ut'  nttend- 
ing  to  the  petty  details  of  his  journey,  that 
mind  might  have  been  in  a  calmer  mood  when 
he  entered  Iiondon,  towards  the  clone  of  the 
second  day.  Wealth  does  not  confer  un  its 
possessor  all  the  advantages  which  some  im- 
agine ;  it  is  not  the  fairy  of  the  nursery  tale, 
the  touching  of  whose  wand  will  ensure  your 
living  happily  ever  after.  If  the  pimga  of 
poverty  are  sharp — the  pains  of  satiety  arp 
wearying. 

"  Drive  to Street,"  said  Delaval,  in  a 

peremptory  tone,   as  his   britscha  appninched 
Hyde  Park. 

The  wondering  Adams  gave  the  order  to  the 
postboy,  marvelling  at  the  change  which  had 
come  over  his  formerly  indolent  master ;  and 
still  more  at  his  driving  to  so  obscure  a  street. 
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imtcad  of  to  Mivart'*,  w  KnU  been  hi»  cuetom 
Iwfbre,  on  viaiting  the  metropoUe. 

"  DvIik-hK"  I'xckiuivJ  Giironl,  suirtiug  up 
to  greet  tiia  fri«n<lt  as  thut  friend  eutered  a 
lower  niwHotent,  ld  ouo  of  tke  liouses  of  tlut 
very  otMCure  street,  tlic  doof  of  which  had 
been  pointed  out  to  liitu  by  a  alip-shod  wud, 
who  hnd  aoswerod  the  thundering  knock  of 
Adaou,  and  tJioa  stood  stAriog  at  his  ini)wti«Dt 
naster,  the  lodgers'  visiton  ticiug  generally  of 
a  less  stnking  presence. 

"  The  same,  or  my  fetch,  I  scarcely  know 
which,"  xDBwered  Morton  bitterly,  graepinf; 
the  extended  hand  ot'  the  poor  student. 

"  I  was  not  an-arc  of  your  b<nng  in  town," 
niniarkn]  Gilford  with  Bon)c  hesitation,  strock 
by  a  something  in  Dekval's  kwk  and  manoer 
which  he  euuld  not  tudci^stand,  yet  which  be 
'  acarocly  felt  himself  justified  in  notidnf^ 
**  Let  me  eongnttulatc  you  by  wnnl  of  moutl^ 
■s  I  did  by  stroke  of  pen,  on  your  Iwving 
passed  sucli  a  capital  examinitlion.'' 
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**  A  truoe  to  eangratolationa ;  your  htwd  la 
runniDg  on  college  bonon  stiH,"  replied  Delaval 
iiopataestly,  throwing  hi«  luit  on  the  tabic  ae 
he  seated  himself  opposite  his  friend,  and 
brnshing  oS  his  hair  from  hb  high  forehead, 
not  with  the  manner  of  a  coxcomb,  but  of  one 
who  was  heated  and  restless.  **  And  on  what 
is  my  head  running?  you  would  ask  by  that 
enqniring  look.  On  the  ranity  of  all  things 
eartlily.  Wonld  you  not  have  it  so?"  he 
added  with  a  curling  lip. 

"  I  would  not  have  you  as  you  are,"  obserred 
Grifford  soothingly. 

"  Would  you  have  me  as  I  shall  be  ?  That 
may  be  worse." 

"  Good  heavens  I  Delaval,  what  am  I  to 
understand?  What  is  the  meaning  of  those 
pallid  cheeks,  and  bitter  tone  ?" 

"Is  Morton   Delaval  the   only  one   whose 
cheek  wears  a  pining  woman's  livery  ?    Look 
at  your  own  there,"  pointing  to  a  dingy  glass 
F  5 
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tlutt  graced,  or  di.igraced  tlie  spiwo  iitH>v«  die 
mantle  piece. 

"  My  remnt  loss  may  account  for  u  chnn^ 
in  me,"  anawcred  Krne^t  GifTord,  giwicinf;  h1 
the  black  which  he  wore  for  hU  mother. 

"There  i«  more  thnn  that,  Kmc«t.  Ha  I 
now  there  w  a  flush  *>n  that  worn  chr«lc. 
Sumn  Enathope — " 

'""U  engaged  to  another;  one  worthy  even 
of  her,  a^  I  underatand,"  anawored  the  punr 
Htudcnt,  cloKing  the  sentence,  but  with  on  n»- 
iteftdy  voice. 

"  Haa  sl»e  proved  false  to  you  ?"  excJainuHl 
Uurton  abruptly,  for^tii^  i»  hia  in<li)niani 
sympathy  to  veil  hU  meaning  in  more  ttntter- 
in-r  terme. 

GifTord'o  lip  quiverctl ;  he  looked  down  tor 
»onic  moments,  moTed  and  removed  a  paper 
that  lay  before  him,  then,  contn)l)inf(  hu 
emotion,  anawcretl  calmly  but  briefly. 

"  B^^gar  as  1  waa,  and  am,  1  ne^'er  pre- 
Bumeil  to  diacloee  my  hopea;  and  contd   not 
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expect  lliiit  akc  would  wait  lunf{  ;cara  lor  ii 
lowljr  uiul  Ailcnt  woucr,  who  iniiy  Dink  licueutli 
tbe  ;»tni({(;l4tfl  thitt  ntiviid  hita.  She  hiw  chiMcn 
wiMly.     M«y  «lic  b«  liM)>i>y  !    itliuiie  ber  not." 

"  And  yet  I  iec  you  aurruundcd  with  books 
as  of  old,"  ob^erri'd  liiti  friend,  rcs|>ccting  Jiia 
wish  to  ehieid  HueAa  from  censure. 

"  I  dare  not  be  idle" 

Morton  was  atnick  with  the  rcpl^,  and  tbe 
earnest  tone  of  tlju  Kpcuker— a  tone  that  told  of 
the  heart's  de»olatioD. 

"  And  can  you  onmmand  your  tboughtt — 
oompel  your  attention,  and  bring  tb«  whole 
energy  of  your  mind  to  bear  on  tiny  gi>-ca 
subject?" 

*' I  strive  to  do  so,"  answered  Gifford  with 
a  s^h.  "  But  there  is  no  one  now  whoec 
smile  can  cheer  my  tuboura ;  and  that  which 
was  once  a  pleasure,  is  now  only  a  duty." 

"  And  this  is  woman's  doing,"  i^xclaimcd 
Delaval  bitterly,  shocked  at  the  clrnogc  which 
a  few  short  months  had  made  in  hi«  frieitd. 
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I),  *'It  ii  God's  doing,"  iinByfCi-cd  tiifford 
liutiil>ly.  "  I  rcliod  too  mu«li  on  uiyMlf ;  and 
he  liiu  «ecii  fit  to  leave  rat*  to  tliat  tc\f,  that  I 
might  learn  my  weakoeda.  There  have  heeii 
niomeats  of  bitter  agony  followed  by  doepair- 
ing  IUtl«wn«tw;  but  Itotli  tire  iiaseing  iiway. 
If  L  huvo  no  longer  n  motlier,  I  have  a  country 
and  countrymen  tu  aer^e ;  and  tliere  are  other 
blu!uin<{8  to  be  aunght  for,  even  on  carlh,  than 
woman's  love." 

,,,, "  WitJiout  tliat  hII  others  would  be  value- 
'{■M"  thought  Oelaval ;  and  then  flashed  ncniM 
liina  the  idea  that  Clara  too  might  be  loet  to 
him;  but  ho  made  no  remark,  and  Giflbnl, 
al\«r  a  brief  silence,  Hpoke  again. 
^  1' .1  am  itclfUhly  thinking  and  talking  of 
myMlf,  Monon,  in.4tead  of  learning  tlte  cauko 
of  UttH  ha»ly  viut,  and  your  altered  looks." 

"  My  tale  will  Bi>on  be  told.  I  am  baiUKbed 
fruMu  Morton  I'ark ;  perhaps  for  but  eixmontlis 
••-perhaps  for  ever." 

"  Itaninlwd,   Delaval  I     Do   1  hear  aright  ? 
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Surely    you    have    not    oifeiided    your    kind 
uncle?* 

*'  Ofiended  !  oh,  no !  He  loves  me  m  well 
as  ever — he  sends  me  forth  with  kindness; 
bnt  he  thinks  it  better  that  I  should  go  abroad 
for  some  time." 

"  I  cannot  understand  you,  Delaval ;  nor  do 
I  like  that  bitter  tone." 

"  Nor  I  neither,  Ernest,  bnt  the  fact  is  the 
parting  was  very  painful ;  and  having  no  one 
during  ray  journey  on  whom  I  conld  vent  my 
displeasure,  it  is  now  bursting  forth  upon  yon," 
answered  Delaval  frankly.  "  I  verily  believe 
that  my  uncle  does  love  me  as  well  as  ever,  for 
he  \eii  a  tear  on  my  cheek,  as  he  gave  me  his 
blessing ;  but  his  mind,  as  I  hinted  in  my  letter, 
is  slightly  shattered  by  his  toss,  and  some 
meddling  mischief-maker  has  sown  the  seeds  of 
jealousy  in  bis  kind  heart,  so  I  must  be  sent 
away  to  prove  to  the  world  that  he  can  man^e 
his  own  concerns;  and  France  is  not  far 
enough — I  must  go  to  Italy." 
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"  Aim)  MiM  I.uttr«ll — n-lml  <1ik-«  she  t*y  w 
thiur 

"  She  bida  me  iiot  tarn,' ;  und  bwi  vowed 
never  to  girt  Ikt  Itand  to  anothoT." 

"  And  jou  believe  her  T  luked  OiflunI 
Cii mostly,  struck  witlt  tlie  epcakcr's  intona- 
tion. 

"  I  ought  to  do  Eo :  nay  I  do,  for  the  do 
clnrea  her  love  undtanged,  and  shed  siifh 
tears  as  should  btiYc  satisBed  the  mtwt  vxnxuag 
lover,  and  yet — and  yet — you  know  I  was 
iilwsyH  imaginHlive  Giflord,  and  douht«  and 
fears  arc  fastening  on  mo  which  I  can  n^lhcr 
expliun  nor  tlirovr  off* 

"  A  lover'a  natnrai  anxiety,  and  dotibt<  of 
his  own  worth  and  ha]>pin«sa:  I  had  each 
once ;  but  that  is  all  past  now."  said  Giflbixl, 
forcii^  a  emilc  a»  he  bci;;nn,  but  ending  in  a 
sigh  iij*ain»l  hii>  will.  "  Yunr  absence  ia  to  be 
short,"  he  added  choeringly. 

**  9i>  tt  <«  nud ;  but  on  tfaU  subject  too  I 
have  gloomy  forebodings.     I  shall  never  re- 


THE  EXPECTAXT. 


lit 


viMt  Morton  Pailt,  or  under  dlfiorent  ctmuii- 
stances,  and  wiUi  diflcrcnt  fcclinfpi." 

"  Come,  come,  Dela%-al,  mway  with  inicb 
gloomy  fanciw,  whicJi  will  but  unlit  you  for 
the  diitiv«  of  life.  You  lutve  tnlentis  virtues, 
hvalth,  und  wealth ;  u  kiiid  mid  nflectiouate 
uncle  and  tlic  love  of  h«r  whoni  you  )ovo  IxMt. 
Re  thankful  for  these  hkaaiage,  and  mar  them 
not  by  a  frallYil  and  repining  sfHiil.  Tlierc 
are  many  who  have  noni;  of  theec  thinji^e. 
What  U  a  «x  month's  tour  in  Italy  if  wciglird 
against  thi'ni  ?  A  fcnthcr's  lip;htiices  to  a  {M>imd 
of  eterluig  gohl,  I'nrdon  my  liluntne^a,  it  is 
the  bluntn«H  of  true  ri^j^rd,  that  fi-cling  what 
you  might  I)c,  m  puinod  to  »cc  you  Icex  tlian 
what  you  should  be."* 

"  If  you  pkase,  sir,  Mr.  Bennett  has  sent 
for  ihc  jinpers,"  drawled  the  sUp^liod  maid, 
who  opcoetl  the  door  at  the  moment,  adilrrwt- 
inj;  h«r  word^  to  Giftwrd  ;  but  fixing  her 
Mtiirin^  eyiMs  on  Dchival,  whode  smart  looking 
vnkt,  and  elegant  carriage  had  caused  her  to 
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set  liiiu  down  M.  II  real  lord,  a  si>ecics  ol' 
animal  for  wUoon  aha  bud  never  bcfon;  been 
called  «D  to  open  the  dour.  ,l 

^f,Tht^i  i^iall  be  ready  in  ten  niioutcw," 
answered  Gifford.  "  You  will  exctiM  wt^, 
Delaval,  for  that  time,  I  luii  writing  for 
another  whom  dcbiy  migbt  injure  There  itre 
books— n  now  poem  sent  me  to  review." 
I)'-'  I  will  cut  it  up  for  you.  I  am  just  in  the 
inwd  for  wielding  the  tomahawk,  aud  the 
eoilping  knife,  and  luood  has  ui<  much  to  do  with 
<!ritici«ui  m  with  eight-seeing.  Write  on,  and 
never  inind  me." 

GifTord  did  write  on,  n  fiiint  glow  coming 
into  hilt  [mIc  check  nc  lie  did  ho,  and  hie  pen 
diuhiiig  over  the  jiaiier  with  thut  quick  and 
decided  stroke  which  tella  tliat  the  mind  is 
(iMploycd  ill  llu;  fulncitd  of  itH  energy.  The 
|KNjr  poel  e»eiipcd  luiiudiftwking  utd  scalping, 
for  tltough  the  work  was  in  W  huul  the 
tboughia  of  Dehival  were  fixed  on  his  fiietMl, 
and  the  words  which  he  had  uttered  ere  the 
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aerront  cntorecl  1  and  tiia  wonder' ftod  ndniu*- 
tion  were  excited  li>  »cc  how,  notwith«tati<Iitig 
the  pTOBaure  of  poverty,  llie  sUghting  of  her 
whom  he  loTed,  and  the  toaa  of  s  mother  whom 

P  lie  had  almost  idul'ized,  he  wtdd  contTX>l  hift 
feelings  and  commnnd  lits  attention ;  nnd  not 

I  his  loen!  att«ntioD,  but  the  whole  force  of  liia 

KMni^  intellect 

W  '  Ri«  energy  did  not  fiul  for  n  moment,  and 
ere  the  ten  miniit*.-:*  had  ijuite  expired  the 
packet  waa  sealed  and  directed. 

"  Who  may  thin  Bennett  be,  with  whom  yoa 

P  maintflin  such  a  voluminous  corresjiondciice  ?" 
enquired  DcUval,  as  Giffonl  resumed  his  sent, 

(after  giving  the  packet  himself  to  the  dir^ 
boy,  who  was  waiting  in  the  [lassagc. 
"  He  is  u  poor  author  with  a  large  tamily, 
and  sickly  wife,  which  words  may  be  counted 
an  epitome  of  all  the  cviU  of  humaii  life,  an 
cril  conwienee  excepted.  He  hns  talents ;  but 
no  name — acquaintances,   hut   no   frtoid^i  or 
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|i8trouB,  B<>  fuiling  to  succeed  iu  die  old  worlO. 
ho  trietl  the  new ;  but  his  wife  wiu)  ordered  to 
rotuni  na  niccotint  of  lier  licaltb ;  am)  th«  wilb 
of  hU  bosom— the  mother  of  his  cliildnm— i» 
«till  doiircr  to  hiiii  tltitn  all  liesidc  Stio  is 
better;  but  he  i»  little  more  tluui  the  [)liiuitom 
of  whiit  he  vena.     He  hod  engaged  to  write  an 

article   lor   the  review    on    the    life    of 

Washington  rcocntly  jiuhlifihcd,  n  taek  which 
liis  Yisit  to  Amvrica  would  have  enabled  him  to 
perform  with  ability ;  but  when  I  called  two 
days  ago  I  found  him  dnngerously  ill,  without 
a  hope  of  hia  l>eing  hblc  to  hold  a  pen  for  a 
week  nt  leiu*1,  w>,  at  his  reqiiiMt,  I  consented  to 
become  Itis  i>ruxy,  taking  his  noteti  as  tbo 
groundwork  of  my  critic|Hc  Should  tbc  article 
be  liked  t)ic  merit  will  be  his,  as  I  have  nerer 
eroased  the  AtlontJe;  «hauM  itonie  moody  oritie 
like  youreelf  employ  tlic  tomahawk,  ihc  bfauae 
must  rest  with  me ;  at  any  rate,  I  tniM  he  will 
reeeive  Ihc  promised  sum.     Hie  pinched  oimI 
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wiuful  loolu  of  thfi  mother  nnd  diildroti  an  I  left 
them  will  not  M>on  paos  from  lay  renicmbruice. 
For  ihe  mouient,  I  wm  thniikful  Umt  1  stood 
akiDe  in  my  poverty :  but  tho  gltuMX  of  prood 
sod  confiding  aftcction  which  tliat  wouun 
tuniod  oQ  her  sick  husband  would  repay  long 
yttra  of  mfferio};.  They  lave  supported  their 
trials  oobly ;  and  if  there  has  bocn  sometimes 
absolute  waut,  there  has  always  been  peace  in 
Uieir  bomo.  Their  patience  and  abiding  tov«f 
amid  alt  their  alfltclioi».  might  t^hamc  many  of 
the  high  ones  of  this  earth  V 

"  la  your  messeDger  gone  ?"  a»ked   Dclaval 
moved  by  the  tale. 

**  He  is,  but  will  return  lo-monww." 

"  Then  send  him  that,  Giflord ;  My  from  a 

friend,   or  an  udiaircr  of  his  talents— authors 

love  pralte,  like  otlier  mentor  any  thing  yon 

tliink  beet ;  and  let  ine  know  how  I  can  furtlier 

ve  him  and  his.     I  am  bvginnin;;  to  think 

^neh   of   tried   and    alitding    afibction ;— and 
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tnd  roarM  At  oppotition.  Wh«ro  all  was  calm 
— tlie  tempest  raves.  I  lun  not  whut  I  was — 
jmi  saw  it  at  «  glance  when  I  firat  entered ; 
w)iat  I  eliall  be  iuqt  depend  on  you.  To  you 
I  nwy  Bubmit ;  but  to  no  other.  Keotlese  aod 
wretched  I  nc«l  thv  guidaQCtt  of  frlendsliipi 
deny  me  that,  and  I  fly  to  oxcitetucnt,  lur 
relief,  or  I'jiik  into  the  telfieb  tiifior  &om 
inability  to  contood." 
.,  I "  Say  not  eo,  Dctava) ;  you  wrong  yourself." 

"  I  kaow  not  tnyeclf,  GifTord  ;  and  fear  to 
explore  my  heart.  Come,  be  my  guide — my 
preceptor,  and  tcsch  mv  to  Ijoor  nnd  to  control 
— to  be  ruler  of  my  own  mind.  It  woe  for 
this  that  I  hurried  lutlier — a  foreign  tour  will 
not  only  give  you  health  but  freah  nutterioli 
fur  i)iithur»litp,  since  you  periiiat  in  striving  to 
enlighten  the  public  I  may  not  provi^  n  very 
agreeable  companion  in  my  present  mood,  und 
may  turn  out  u  wayward  pupil,  as  I  ace  you 
fear—" 

"  No,  no;    it  is  not  tliat  which  makvs  o>e 


I 


THB    EXPKCTAIfT. 


119 


I 
I 
I 


ite,"  replied  Oiilord  wumly  ;  «<  but  I 
ebould  labour  to  rojwj-  tlic  loan  wliidi  Kup(>licd 
my  <lv!ng  molh^r  with  I'ood  and  attendance ; 
but  tor  lliat  «hc  might  Imto  liiul  nvilticr.'' 

"  If  I  was  tlic  means  of  soothing  her  sufler- 
iogs  rvjny  tltc  ktiidnoM  by  hocuuiing  my 
gaUlv,"  wiin)  Di.'tiival  csu'iM-elly.  ''  You  n-ill  go 
with  me  ?" 

"  I  will,"  answered  Gitlord  after  a  moment'* 
|iau3c  "  My  aclieiitc  ur  indejicnOcncc  shall  be 
laid  aside  for  sumo  inonUi«s  at  your  deeirc ; — 
I  owe  you  this  aitd  much  uiore.  An^l  {>crhi>|)« 
it  will  bo  better  for  iiiyrtelf  (hat  I  shou]<l  leave 
&igland  for  a  time,"  he  abided  H'itii  a  aigh. 

"  That  I  am  Hire  it  will,  Ernest ;  and  I  feel 
half  myself  again  at  the  thought  of  having  you 
to  take  care  of  my  mind,  ;in  Adums  does  of  my 
body.  Lcnve  [wns  and  ink  to  Meribblo  away  of 
tbeiii»clrc»,  and  come  with  mc  to  Mivart'e 
where  every  luxury  awauta  us." 

"  Luxury  I"  repeated  GiAbrd ;  and  his  cheek 
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wcu  eliglitl)'  Bushfid  as  be  marked  Delaval 
glftDcing  round  tlio  email  and  pour  ajtartmcnt. 
**  Oh  !  tliut  w  iiot  for  m&  Tbe  rich  heir .  of 
Mortutt  Viuk  should  hold  no  fcllovship  »ith 
lh«  beggiirly  Btiidcni."  ■ 

*'  Tlio  rich  heir  Viv^n  iii  the  tt'orld  of  the 
many — the  atudent  live*  in  a  world  of  liU 
own,"  observed  Delaral  feelingly,  vexed  at 
baring  wounded  tiis  friend.  "  If  mj  eyes 
scan  your  furniture  rather  too  critically,  it  is 
from  the  contrast  which  it»  poverty  forms  to 
the  rich  wortli  of  him  nlio  dwelU  amidst  it. 
I  meant  not  to  liurt  you,  GtfTonl." 

"  Of  that  I  am  wruin,  Dviaval :  bat 
poverty  i$  ever  toiicliy.  I  wm  to  Uame — 
forgive  me.  I  have  not  yet  Icanit  to  dcspiK 
the  thingi)  and  opinions  of  this  world  as  I 
shoidd ;  and  were  there  the  lightest  touch  of 
arrogance  or  [mtronagc  in  your  manner,  my 
pride  would  revolt  ugHin^t  even  your  kiiKiumi. 
You  have  asted  one  to  be  your  tutor  who 
necdfi  tutoring  hiiusclf." 


THR  IWPWJTA 

""'T  iave  aalced  on«  to  be  my  guide,  who  iuu 
matntuncd  his  encig)'  tmbrukcn  through  trials 
ben«Kth  which  Uii;  finucet  might  have  sunk 
witiiout  shunc.  Find  I  not  »ten  jroa  thus 
tried,  Ernest,  I  might  h>Tc  loved  you  u  well ; 
but  should  have  re«pcctod  you  Itxi." 

The  poet,  the  present,  and  the  future  were 
talked  over  more  fully  daring  the  evening ; 
ud,  as  GifTord  had  no  engagements  to  detain 
bun,  it  waa  decided  that  the  iiiends  should 
take  their  departure  for  Italy  on  the  third  day 
aAcr  Deluval's  arrival  in  town,  tho  lateness 
of  the  sMSoa  makiog  it  desirable  that  tl>ere 
should  be  no  needless  delay. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


It  was  a  Jull  foggy  day  on  whicli  the 
Btcnmcr  cuiitaining  tlic  two  friends  passed 
down  the  Tliamcs  for  Rotterdiuii,  and  Dclaval 
eat  on  deck  silent,  moody,  and  unobscrvnnt, 
mink  in  luunful  reveries  till  rouBcd  by  an 
iiitcrestJng  conversation  carried  on  close  beside 
him,  the  speakers  being  Gifford  and  a  very 
intelligent  looking  stranger.  Adams  had,  as 
iiijuol,  shown  liiinsclf  perfect  in  all  travelling 
ari-angemcntfl,  and  hie  master,  having  no  tninka 
ur  caqwt  bags  to  look  after,  far  from  feeling 
-■iynii>athy   for  those  compelled  by  poverty  to 
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caro  of  their  own  gixxU  and  chattdf, 
would  h&vc  gbidly  tni»iti>orU'd  tlic  biudiog^ 
chattering,  timnnging  crowd  nruuiKl  Ithn  to 
Van  Dieituut'ti  Laiiil,  or  even  Norfolk  I&laiKl-~ 
anywhere  b«yond  hU  sight  ur  hearing;  but  aa 
this  watt  iinpnictiaiblu  lie  endeavoured  to  clo«e 
ttyc«  and  can,  for  lie  was  in  no  Ivinpcr  to  be 
atnuaed  by  the  fean  and  folboa,  tJic  commenta 
on  what  vnm — th«  anticipationa  of  what  should 
be,  of  his  fellow  tourists.  His  own  antidpa- 
tions  were  anything  but  agreeable.  Ilia 
thoughts  were  far  away  with  those  whom  he 
had  left  at  Morton  Park ;  and  so  absorbed  liad 
he  been  iu  selfish  con^eratioiis  that  the 
bu«U«  and  chatter  which  he  abhorred,  and 
which  at  first  K>  frett<id  him,  had  gradually 
oea*cd  to  annoy  liim ;  aod  he  was  <Hily  rou8«d 
from  hi4  gloomy  moodiness  by  the  eameat 
tones  of  hia  friend,  the  richea  of  whose 
powerful  mind  seenK^d  all  drawn  forth  by  the 
reotarks  of  the  talented  stranger  with  whom 
he  was  conversing. 
a  3 
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DelnviLl's  nttention  once  uttrtctod  waa  not 
ii^in  wiihdruwn;  uid  be  knew  not  wliicli 
moot  tu  ndiuire  or  wonder  at,  (Ih;  ckamees  and 
brilliancy  of  Giflbnl'e  intcUco^  or  bis  power  of 
controlling  thu  pangn  of  Uic  heart,  so  as  to 
give  th»t  iatvllect  fnir  pluy.  Who,  whibt 
litteniDg  to  his  {towerful  urgiimcnte,  bi»  thril> 
linfT  eloquence,  nnd  n-atching  hU  animated 
featurcc,  ouuld  have  itnaginod  that  he  wa»  an 
abaolutv  beggar — a  debtor— dieownixl  by  hi* 
rclattvc8>  who  fcured  tliey  might  be  iiskcd  to 
lend,  and  slighted  by  the  woinau  wlioui  hv  had 
loved  fio  truly. 

The  conversation  was  broken  off  before 
either  was  wcnry  of  iJie  other  by  one  of  the 
ufiiol  maux  de  mtr.  A  lady  wu  fainting ; 
nnd  Gifford  with  ready  humanity  sprang  fw- 
«nnl  to  offer  his  iu<»Btance. 

"  With  whom  were  you  convening?"  en- 
quired Dekval  when  his  frlettd  rejoined  him, 
M\vT  the  huly  hud  l)een  dit^wd  of,  and  no 
Iflpgfr.^cotlcdhiil  ecr%icc6. 
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I  only  know  that  he 
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mt  <if  ll>e  imwt 
(nlentcd  men  I  ever  met  with  :  a  miin  of  kecA 
observation,  and  clear  and  cnlightcnwl  vicw«i 
hia  conversation  abeoltitclj*  onchiiiQed  n»." ' 

"  I  saw  it  did,  but  )o«r  own  oonvorsaKAto 
vne  not  le^  brilliant,  and  your  animation  stilt 
raore  etriking.  Your  whole  bcart  and  »o«l 
•eenied  engaged  on  the  sidycct  before  you." 

"  Tltore  are  enbjecta  on  which  I  dare  not 
think  at  present,"  answered  fJiffoTd  in  a  low 
voice,  catching  bia  friend's  meaning  fron]  the 
expression  of  bis  features.  "  Kre  I  return 
to  England  she  will  have  lieconie  the  wife  of 
another:  to  spare  the  heart,  I  mxtst  exercise 
the  mind.  To  avoid  dwelling  on  the  (nist, 
or  antici[Miting  the  gliwm  of  tbc  futuri*,  I 
most  yield  myself  up  to  Uie  iniiiTCSnons  and 
excitement  of  the  present.  If  you  could  look 
within  yoa  would  see  how  bard  the  sttiiggle." 
'  ""  I'  can  see  it  now  in  that  dulled  look,  and 
quivering  lip.  t^ardon  me,  Gifford,  for  touch- 
ing on  *  painful  point ;  even  I  do  not  know 
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EuJf  yuur  wortb.  Moku  nic  likt  'yournSf^ 
teach  me  how  to  keep  thouglit  in  hondngc, 
and  MinajKl  the  mind  tu  obey  my  will.  \N'itli- 
out  half  your  tri&U  I  nni  moody,  or  fretfuL" 

"  Vou  are  new  to  Bufieriag — I  am  inured 
to  it.  You  have  more  imaginatioaf  iui<)  I  more 
actioiL  The  former  heightfiiui  the  paugii  od 
which  it  fixes  the  itttODtioD — the  lattor  distract* 
that  attention.  The  wretcboil  are  oompelled 
to  live  day  bj  tky  as  it  were,  in  mora 
humble  dependence  upon  Providence.  To 
draw  me  out  of  my  eclf,  I  aeek  to  cheri»h  a 
warmer  love  for  all  mankind." 

"  Ah !  and  I  think  only  of  myself." 

"  And  mc,  and  Bennett,  and  all  who  need 
your  aid,"  obscr^-cd  GiiFord  gratefully. 

PeUval  shook  biis  bead ;  then  contiuued  more 
gaUy. 

"  How  fares  tJie  okgant  danuscl  to  whom 
you  rcodercd  Buch  prompt  usUtflUocy  1$ 
your  heart  ovciflowing  witb  a  warm  tove  fm 
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"  81>c  wM  u  womitn,  and  in  \ifuu"  uiL->wi;rc<t 
Gttfunl  ^mvvly. 

"  \Viiinvn  dctwrvc  no  furor  from  you.'' 
ubwn'vd  Dclaval  bitterly.  "  TIic  vul^r 
fuMUteiA  uf  Ui«  whole-  ixu-ty  would  ii»vc  lu<ai 
umueing,  hiul  [  l>c«u  in  a  mood  to  be  lunuiwH." 
f,,-f'  Thv  gCDuhic  khidaees  and  aficction  nf 
both  ukotbcr  and  duuf^lit^ir  would  have  inte- 
reatud  you.  htid  you  been  in  a  tiiooil  to  bo 
inlcreated." 

"  All  1  yeSa  I  am  all  in  the  wrong  to-day, 
tiiflbrd;  a  very  unpromising  pupil.  I  put  on 
iL  jiair  at'  black  gU«ded  tbia  ntoming ;  to-morrow 
I  will  try  uud  purclia»c  a  pair  multiir  dt  roK." 

"  WUy  not  coet  away  tbc  black  on  the 
instant,  aud  take  the  roao  coloured  at  oim«? 
Hare  but  tlie  wiU^  and  the  thing  u  done" 

"  Let  me  quarrel  with  myself,  and  erery 
one  cl8e  fur  one  dny,  GiSord." 
^  **  Xot   for  one   hour,   Oelaval ;    rcMlutionx 
delayed,    like    jileasuroa   dcfcrre^l,    nro    kkwy 
fulfiUed." 
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"  A  most  [wrcmptory  tutor  truly.     Well,  I 
«uji|]o»c  I  iiiu^t  be  obedient  fur  fvnr  of  an  itnr 
povition.     Oh  1  tlicrv  is  Adam*." 
I  "  Cko  you  not  even  cliangv  r  dioo<1  without 

"  Kay,  nay,  GifTord,  now  you  Arc  too  hard 
npon  me;  that  is  a  gross  Ubel  oo  ny  in- 
tlolviKX,"  replied  Detava)  Uughing.  "  I  want 
bini  to  find  out  tbv  nntuc  of  your  encjianting 
cameur," 

"  The  hm  of  Morton  Park  may  exchange 
words  ajid  bows  even  witli  a  grocor  from 
Cheapeidc,  without  losing  caste  ;  whilst  I 
should  in  prudence  cultiTatc  the  aoquaintaoce 
an  my  only  chanc«  of  liaviiig  n  chmimaa  plum 
IHiddhig." 

it",irrue;  then  we  will  be  civil,  provided  he 
h«  DO  vulgar  attaches.  I  ioc  you  think  umi  too 
proud" 

"  Kut  proud,  only  too  critical  and  rosen-ed ; 
caricaturing  the  ridiculous  college  otiquette 
of  not  poking  without  an  iutroduction,   by 
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ia^iyiilgitiMtKMnl  a  steamer,  wliieti' u^'-com- 
noti  grcmnij  to  all  who  pay." 

"  Very  philosotihical,  Gifford ;  but  I  iuti  fob 
ndoteot  and  BoBociable  to  Toluoteer  a  friend- 
ahip,  or  even  a  conversation  with  all  tin 
ngamnffiDB  who  niay  come  acroes  me  on  sea  or 
had ;  it  is  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  uSk  weSL 
Sow  did  yon  make  acqnuntsnce  with  this 
mm  of  enl^hteoed  views  ?" 

"  We  assisted  the  fsioting  lady  and  her 
mother  in  arranging  tibeir  bags  and  cloaks ; 
and  our  partnership  in  this  service  led  first  to  a 
lema^  and  then  to  a  conversation." 

"  Oh  I  if  he  assisted  them,  he  is  a  dty 
grocer  depend  upon  it." 

"  I  am  much  deceived  if  he  is  not  of  higli 
Inrth ;  most  assuredly  he  has  mixed  in  high 
society." 

"  Believe  it  not ;   if  so  he  would  have  told 
his  servant  to  arrange  the  bags,  and  not  taken 
a  needteas  trouble  on  himself." 
a  5 


130 


TBB  SZPECTjUIT. 


**  Shall  I  Minimoti  Adiiin»  to  talcc  ofi'  j-oot 
block  g\muu»r  aaktO.  GiJibitl  archly. 

"  No  ;  I  will  go  to  liinj,"  answerwl  Dduviil 
Iniighing,  aad  more  thiui  luilf  Mhmned  of  hu 
ill  htuoour. 

'*  Adams,  du  you  know  the  name  of 
Hm  tall  niftn  with  u  furred  clonk,  to  the 
right  r 

**  Yes,  air,  tlmt  is  Lord  Errin^i^urt.  I  lave 
joat  been  talking  to  hit  valcl,  wlio  wna  dceircd 
liy  his  master  to  find  out  your  uuna" 

"  Erringcourt  V  repeated  DeUval  Cuming  to 
Oifford.  "  A  cabinet  minister  certainly  ;  if 
not  the  premier,  should  a  new  admiaistrotioo 
be  formed  as  expected.  1  congralulate  you, 
Eroest ;  you  will  be  one  of  the  seci«taT>e6  of 
state,  at  least,  which  appointment  will  be  more 
valuable  tban  a  christmas  pudding." 

"  No  h(qw  of  that,"  said  Gifford  smilii^. 
"  1  must  tT«ad  a  more  bumble  potb." 

"  Vou  tread  a  humble  (wth ;    1  should  luiTe 
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expected  yoa  to  ittempt  the  highest,"  oUerv«cl 
Lord  Erringcourt,  joiiuiig  tJic  friends. 

**  Our  wills  and  our  oircunutanci-s  du  not 
•IwajTB  agree;  mine  must  be  aa  uphill  inth 
through  life." 

"  Aj,  as  1  thought ;  yon  huve  a  loft)-  spirit, 
uul  would  orcT  mount.  Vou  were  not  forcnod 
to  dwell  contented  in  a  valley." 

**  I  ought  to  be  contented,  Bhouhl  I  ever 
olnaio  tlic  m«aas  to  dwell  any  wlicre,"  unswvitd 
Giffbid  with  a  flushed  cheek. 

"  That  Tijry  word  ought,  proves  the  truth  of 
my  poaitioa.  There  arc  some  tnioda  thnt  must 
ever  aejrire  after  the  great  and  the  beautiful. 
And  who  would  chiun  down  the  lofty  eagle  to 
the  lowly  thicket,  which  contents  the  hmiible 
robin  ?  Where  all  save  nature  is  imperfect, 
we  must  ever  sigh  for  something  nobler,  better; 
and  I  doubt  if  lirat  rate  worth  and  talent,  com- 
bined with  energy,  ever  yet  fnUcd  in  utlaiuing 
its  object,  or  an  equivalent  even  in  thii»   woHd, 
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which  Uic  vicious,  the  idle,  and  tliu  taediocn, 
proclaim  as  eo  pnrtia].*'  il 

ui"  But  vhtX  if  to  these  woro  added  u  fourth 
uigredient — poverty?"    aeked  Gifford,   looking 
earneatlj-  into  the  epeakcr's  taoc 
l(*'It  would  l>ut  proTO  a  sharper  spur,  and' 
ggad  the  lalentii  to  their  goal" 

"  Hut  tvhut  if  the  mind  sink  beneath  its 
nun}'  tnoU  T'  questioned  Delural 
»t-.'^  The  man  of  virtue  and  energy  cuiiiut  w 
bink,  save  for  a  time,  from  bodily  ailment ;  a 
higher  power  than  lus  own  will  support  him. 
The  mean  and  tlie  selfieh  fall  and  grovet,  but 
tlie  high  eouled  mount  and  attain ;  and  mind 
and  Itcart  are  all  the  better  for  the  discipline  of 
trial  in  their  youtli.  I  woa  nut  always  as  I  uni, 
ur  ohould  not  speak  as  I  do.  1  was  once  poor : 
— no  j>oor,  that  (or  three  days  I  hod  no  other 
iiiod  than  bre«d  and  wat«r,  and  but  a  scanty 
supply  of  thoM.  Tbcy  ware  to  oie  three 
mctDoiablc  days ;  and  it  does  me  good  to  rucall 
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thftn;  mill  ;'ct,  by  GodV  blessiDg  and  my  own 
canrgy,  I  had  acquired  s  competenc-e,  er«  1 
inherited  wealth  from  a  dialant  rcJalivc  I  am 
now  tbo  Eart  of  Erringcourt,  and  shall  feel 
real  pleaauK  is  icociring  that  acquaintAiice  in 
London  bercafUr,  which,  oa  I  ondeiMnnd, 
muBt  now  tenuinate  lor  a  time  at  Itotteiduin. 
To  your  UDc-le,  &Ir.  D^laral,  fur  1  hav«  k^tnit 
your  names,  I  was  indebted  for  aiMwtance  in 
my  yontb,  for  which  I  shall  over  liold  mywlf 
his  debtor;  whilst  Mr.  Gifford  has  sntiefi<;d  nx: 
that  there  i»  one  youn^  nuid  of  the  present  day 
who  is  neither  a  trifler  nor  &  daody."  ' 

"  I  eaunot  afford  to  be  cither,"  answered 
Gifford  ingenuously,  much  gratified  by  the 
0trangcr'«  cMiiplimcnt. 

"  And  yuu  may  live  to  count  that  a  blem- 

iog,"  replied  the  Earl.     "  To  be  bom  to  ii 

I     fortanfr,  in  bx*  oft«»  to  \*e  burn  to  ind»leiiu«\ 

I     nelfithnew,  and  satiety."  ,    . 

L     ..  "  Nothing  i>er»onal,  my  lord,  I  bope,'^  said 
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DoUval  colouring,  hut  laughing  too ;  fur  tbc 
Enrl's  frnnkncsi*  and  pnuM  of  hie  uncle  aud 
Oifford  Iwd  batuiilK>(l  for  a  time  hie  ill  hu* 
inour. 

"  Shall  I  htat  nt  au  old  jiruverl)  nbout  tlie 
cap  fittiog?"  replied  the  Earl  with  on  answer- 
ing itiiiil«.  "  But,  no,**  he  added  cnru^Mly ; 
"  I  will  helieve  l>cLter  Uiings  of  (he  nephew  of 
my  old  friend." 

"  Then  I  fear,  my  lonl^  you  will  bv  cun- 
viotcU  of  credulity." 

"  I  wi!i  run  t!i«  risk  of  tliaL" 

"  Your  friend  sccuu  a  very  superior  young 
maa,"  obtfervL^d  Lord  Erriugoourt,  whiUl  Oif* 
ford  vm  engaged  in  spvaking  to  nu  old  school- 
fellow. 

"Indeed  he  is;  I  do  not  know  his  eqiud," 
rvplivd  Dclttvnl  warmly.  ''  He  has  1)ecn  hardly 
tried,  loong  fir»t  hla  i<canty  fortune,  Hud  ihvn 
hia  mother,  to  whom  he  vros  much  attached ; 
Riul  yet  his  energy  '»  *tiU  untt^ucd,  thougli 
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hifl  beahli  hu  snffered.     I  look  apon  him  with 
lespect,  aa  well  as  afiectioD.** 

**  And  intend  to  mnke  him  70ur  model  P" 
■deed  the  Earl  looking  keenly  at  him. 

"  It  woald  be  a  futile  intention.  I  was 
bom  to  a  fortune,  and  consequently  to  indo- 
lence aelfinhnefls  and  mtiety." 

"  Not  to  selfifihneaa,  or  you  would  not  court 
the  society  of  one  from  whom,  by  bis  own 
showing,  yOQ  have  nothing  to  gain ; — of  indo* 
lence  and  satiety  I  will  say  nothing." 

"  You  are  in  error,  my  lord ;  I  receive  that 
from  Gifibrd  which  I  reodve  ftcan  no  other — 
the  truth." 

*'  And  you  receive  that  thankfully,  Mr. 
DeUval?" 

"  Patiently  would  be  more  correct,"  answered 
Morton  with  a  smile. 

"  Then  I  was  not  too  credulous,"  replied  his 
lordship  with  warmth ;  "  and  tiie  nephew  of 
my  kind  old  friend  is  not  only  a  man  of 
fortune,  but  will  become  a  man  of  worth." 
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i^lt  ia  dangerous  to  iM)c'«  rcputtUivo , |o 
I>ro|iliccyt  m;  lonl,  oven  in  ibe  alouiniKk 
st^'k,  a  day  before,  or  a  day  after ;  mmI  ytMt 
woiUs  UK  not  eufiiciciitly  vague  for  oac  ^ouiiud 
80  wise  ami  prudeat." 

,,^  I  meant  tbcm  to  be  clears  and  haw  nu 
foor  uf  bciug  couutod  a  falHc  pmpbet." 

Dclaral  couUl  not  feci  vtbcrwLec  than  flatter- 
ed by  his  lordship'^  guod  opinion,  exprowod 
with  an  earneelnesa  which  forbade  all  doubt  of 
bia  aiiicerity ;  and  so  marked  were  Lord 
Erringcourt'a  attentions  during  tlic  remainder 
of  their  brief  voyage,  and  so  grctit  his  mental 
powers,  that  the  friends  parted  from  him  tooM 
rduotaotly,  and  with  reiterated  assurauocs  of 
tlti;  i>l(»uure  it  would  give  tlicm  to  visit  turn  in 
Loudon  on  their  return  to  England,  whilst  the 
Earl  on  bis  part  fumUlicd  them  with  letters  of 
introduction  to  some  old  friends  in  Italy  ;  and 
bode  tbom  remember  that  be  ebould  feel 
ofTcuded  if  they  fiuled  to  renew  tlieir  acquain- 
tance the  first  convenient  opporttmity. 
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Deknil  had  learnt  more  titan  one  oaeful 
leaton  daring  the  trip  from  London  to  Rotter- 
dam ;  mnd  bis  Hubecqucnt  condnct  eliowcd  that 
th«3e  IcBWOfl  were  not  forgotten.  Shamed  by 
Gifford's  eelf-control  wit  of  hiH  former  fretful- 
and  cold  reMrre,  like  him  he  strove  to 
gmther  pleasure  or  information  fWnn  all  that 
crowed  his  path ;  like  him  he  stroTe  by  de- 
vclopiog  the  mind  to  check  the  repining  of  tlte 
heart;  and  byrcUcring  the  suficriiiga  nf  othcra 
be  won  for  a  time  from  the  remembrance  of  bis 
own. 

"  I  am  quite  proud  of  my  friend,  and 
delighted  to  see  him  take  liia  proper  etation  in 
the  estimation  of  others,"  ob»erved  Gifford 
warmly  ma  lie  and  Dekrol  were  leaning  over 
the  side  of  the  steamer,  watehing  the  waters 
of  Hk  Rhine  as  tliey  glided  by,  "  Profefteor 
Engellier^  ia  raving  of  your  talent  and  lu- 
telligcnoe;  and  MtM  Hob»on  (the  fiiintjng 
young  lady  as  you  term  her)  "is  in  equal 
mptnree   with  your  politeness,  and   hoA  been 
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ooiMultiog  me  whether  b«r  ma  should  inirite 
yuu  to  tlwir  iriltu  at  Cuiulierrell.'' 

"  It  M  bU  for  your  sake,  GUford.  1  knew 
you  wiuiled  1o  obtaiD  infonuotioa  ftliout  the 
Gvrntan  oooietitM,  and  tliemfore  [>uiii))vil  tlie 
I>n>(c««ur;  whilst  llMi  fainuug  Mi88  Ilubsun 
overoune  my  Al^iM  at  her  red  and  yellow 
ahawlf  and  cockney  dialect,  by  her  praiaes  of 
you." 

**  Thanks  for  enduring  such  horrors  on  my 
behalf.  Dut  did  not  the  exertion  bring  its 
own  reward  ?" 

"  jWur«dly  ;  in  the  shape  of  an  inritation 
to  the  Canibervell  /^'illa ;  and  the  offer  of 
a  nieerechauni.  With  euch  encouragement,  I 
must  try  and  be  a  still  better  boy  for  the  future." 

Gitlbrd  was  satisfied,  reading  bis  meaning 
through  his  gny  reply.  He  saw  that  bis 
friend's  mind  was  roused  to  the  great  inlere«ia 
of  uuutkind ;  tliat  every  Itour  he  was  riling 
more  out  of  himself,  eonqueriug  Iiis  former 
iudoleucv,  auil  struggUug  ugaiiut  the  fiutidi- 
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oOEncfia  engendered  bj-  his  exquisite  Umte,  mai 
a  life  oi  luxury.  ItMUtttd  ul  a  fretful  ogotiat, 
he  bade  fitir  to  bvcomo  an  cnlighteDod,  anil 
•otive  philunthropiat,  wbilet  hie  bcocvolonov, 
00  longer  a  matter  of  mere  feeling  was 
be^nntng  t«  be  elcrated  into  a  christian  virtue, 
b;  tiic  conviction  that  ho  vrae  aocuuntablv  for 
his  gifts  of  talents  and  wealth  to  Him,  who 
had  bestowed  them  on  him. 

It  reionined  to  bu  wen  whether  the  good 
work  begun  in  him  would  bo  completed ;  and 
whether,  when  nu  longer  under  the  influcivce  of 
Giffbrd,  and  frc«d  from  nil  oircA  and  feant  hy  n 
return  to  Morton  Park,  nnd  n  union  with 
Clara,  he  wotiid  not  ngiaa  become  the  prey  of 
that  indoIen<!ei  which  had  grown  up^in  protf 
pcrity.  Many  ii  noble  resolution  formed  in 
sorrow  fodce  gradually  away  with  tlie  sorrow 
tliat  gnve  it  birth. 

Gifiord  was  not  n  person  to  hurry  over 
lei^ic  after  league,  witliout  thinking  ur  ob- 
MTving;    bis  stiong   and   curjuirinj;   mind  led 
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him  to  lonk  beaeatlt  the  surface,  utnl  cxunine 
uU  thhige  tluit  eatiie  within  hia  view.  The 
preecnt  RlMte  did  not  content  liirn — he  nought 
to  grasp  the  past — to  tmcc  out  t)i«  ottiiscs  of 
the  rise  and  fall  of  nations ;  and  to  gain  from 
that  post  a  warning  for  the  future.  It  wim  not 
enough  that  he  looked  on  churches  and  jnlncofl, 
ptuntinga  and  rtatuee,  he  eought  to  read  tltc 
workings  of  the  miiide  that  had  conceived  and 
wrought  such  mighty  works,  that  he  miglit 
himiielf  bGcomCi  as  tt  were,  imbued  with  the 
nmo  lofty  spirit,  and  thus  hold  communion 
with  the  m^ht;  masters  of  tlie  past;  and 
Dekval,  catching  the  feeling  from  him,  strove 
to  dive  into  the  seorets  of  i^es  long  gone  hy, 
and  tr«c«  (lie  eftect*  of  dohaaing  tyrannj,  or 
corruptinj;  luxnry  in  Miccceding  gcncrattonv. 
The  ralunble  introductions  of  Konl  Knin^ 
oowt  acTTCd  greatly  to  fucilitntc  their  views — 
Miawg  In  which  IJmj  rieli  heir  of  Morton  Park' 
beoune  fxwn  n*  much  interested  m  Uhj  poor 
BtadcDt  himself,  to  plcuc  whom  he  had  at  first 
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entered  od  the  punuit  of  knowledge ;  for  liu 
letters  from  Englund  were  ecnrur,  and  not 
aliTSf  8  satisfactory ;  liud  lie  too  fvlt.  like  the 
cli»cankd  lorcr  of  iSueui  I^tiiopc,  that  his 
luind'a  health  required  that  his  thuughtH  should 
dwell  00  the  oonoerua  of  others,  more  than  his 
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The  society  of  lh«  rich,  luincUomc,  and  geotle* 
manly  Morton  DeUval,  vras  courted  bj  thoee 
who  had  known  him  before,  uu)  by  thosi;  who 
bad  not ;  but  even  the  most  unobeenriog  began 
to  feel  that  he  waa  aoraething  more  than  a  mere 
degaut  young  man  of  fortune ;  and  even  those 
who  sneered  behind  their  back  nt  tlic  learning 
of  Damon  aud  Pythias,  as  they  termed  the 
frieitda  in  ridicule,  overwbebned  the  poor 
student  with  civilities  and  praise,  having  dis- 
oicered  that  this  was  the  readiest  and  surest 
vray  to  win  tJ>c  favor  of  Delaval,  whose  regard 
fbr  Giftbnl  increased  more  and  more.  If  tlve 
frivolous   daily   foiuid   leas   jileamre    in    their 
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ooiiTereaUon,  they  received  iuiii>lc  compcneativn 
for  tliU  falling  off  among  kIIo  chatterers,  b 
the  growing  esteem  aw)  coDNtleratiou  gf  the 
men  of  worth  nod  talcDl,  whose  attentions  were 
eecurctl  to  ihcsn  by  Lord  Eningcourt'c  Icitera. 

The  eeoeon  too  was  favorable  for  tnivellera) 
and  tlie  friends,  instead  of  racing  on  from  one 
town  to  another,  lingered  here  and  there  when 
tliey  found  any  thing  to  interest  them,  taking 
tJieir  own  judgments  as  their  |piide,  liecdieu  of 
the  violent  aesovcnttions  of  the  noi^  cioeniiu, 
wlio  sought  to  regulate  their  moveinont«. 

'*  Here  is  a  valentine  for  you,  Giffordt"  ex> 
claimed  Morton  Dclaval,  as  bis  friend  entered 
their  room. 

"  For  mc?  and  from  Eoghutd?**  repeated 
UifFord  in  aurpriae.  "  I  did  iwt  expect  a 
letter ;  but  you,  Delaval  —  have  you  had 
none  ?" 

"  None,"  replied  Morton  in  a  tone  that 
tpakc  hid  vexation.  '*  Metliinks,  Clara  and 
I«abvl  mif^it   have  acknowledged  the  cameos  I 
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sent  llicin   b^  yoimg   lUnling ;    but  perhaps 

K  tliey  ttave  learnt  to  liold  gill  anti  giver  wortb- 

k^oae:  or  my  uncle  liaa  the  goul,  wliich  he  never 

"teia  till  I  quitted  England :  or  Innbcl  Iim  been 

ill  sgAin,  employing  the  handd  nnd  tliuught«  uf 

all;-  or  Qara  hua  a  head-ache— or  pricke<l  Iter 

finger,  av  it  tuw  cl>aDce<I  before— or  their  IctMr* 

M  have  inuKarriod,  na  they  alwayB  do,"  he  udded 

bitterly,  turning  abruptly  to  the  window. 

I"  May  I  enquire  tlve  nam«  of  your  liir 
oorreflpundent  ?"  he  demanded  a  few  minutes 
after,   the    retTling  of  the   paper   in   Ui(iord'« 

I  hands  having  jarred  disngrcenbly  on  his  scnei* 
'tive  ear,  nnd  vtill  ntorv  sensitive  mind. 
'*  It  It  from  a  sturdy  politician)  and  no  &ir 
(faim«cL  Lord  Bichanl  Tolfrcy,  fancying  some 
little  merit  in  my  article  on  America,  is  in- 
clined to  engage  my  services  as  a  writer  for 
his  party,"  ani'wen.-d  Gifford,  handing  the  letter 
'  to  hifl  friend.  "  He  has  learnt  my  name  from 
'Bennett,  who  has  given  me  more  credit  than  I 
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would  Itavfl  been  nothing." 

"  Fancies  same  little  merit,  Emoet:  no,  no ; 
liD  values  your  talents  as  the;  deserve,  and  I 
honor  him  for  bo  doing,"  exolaimed  Dekval 
warmly,  his  own  vexation  forgotten  In  tliit 
fbttcring  tribute  to  liis  friend.  **  Your  words 
an  modost,  but  I  Me  by  the  ^h)w  on  your 
cheeky  and  the  bright  sparkle  of  your  eye  how 
mudi  you  are  gratified.  And  yet  now  I  look 
agiin,  1  doubt  if  you  are  half  as  proud  of  thta 
as  I  am.  Lord  Richard  is  not  only  a  man  of 
talent,  but  also  of  judgment;  and  to  hnre 
attracted  his  notice  is  no  mean  dijitinctiou." 

"  I  know  it,  DelavaL  And  you  think  I 
ought  to  accept  the  offer,"  answered  Giftord, 
cokniring  highly,  and  laying  a  stress  upon  the 
l>roaoun,  you. 

"  N'ot  if  you  see  any  objection  to  so  doing. 
I  only  thought  of  the  advantage  which  it  might 
prove  to  you  hereafter,  diould  L<n<d  Richard 
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QORH  \dU>  ofRofl,  M  Mn»e  expect ;   my  »dfiih- 
DCM  would  rrtkin  yuii  M  my  oon|MUiioB.'* 

"  It  «  ft  gwat  Itonor — it  nmy  prove  highly 
idvaaukgoous   livrciiftvi^^at  prevent   it    monw 
tbe  only  chance  of  repKyiag  my  deb*  to  yoo— ' 
unljct— "  'W 

U  Ob  I  hang  tint  d«l)t,  GifTord.  KoiiRet  it,'' 
And  Dcvvr  l«t  it  praw  on  your  iodepoadtrnt 
ifurit,  as  I  see  it  does  at  times.  I  bold  it 
niuro  Uion  repaid  by  your  tutoring  of  tlic  last 
three  months.  You  Imri}  tat^t  mc  what  man 
fhould  bv,  and  io  not  that  worth  tbuuttunds  on 
thousand)-?  I  would  haw  you  consider  the 
debt  as  cauocUod.  You  shake  your  bead ;  wcU 
ihen  it  must  be  as  you  will  m>  far;  but  re- 
infmber  I  iasJst  that  you  du  not  allow  it  to 
iiiflncovc  your  actions.  You  do  not  lend  the 
ikid  uf  your  pen  to  Lord  Richard,  that  is  de- 
viiltd ;  and  you  dinll  asiifm  a  reasoo  or  not  for 
it  as  you  please."  ■•*■  t 

"My  reasons  can  soon  be  told.     1  admire 
TOU    II.  U 
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Lord  Richard'a  taients,  and  respect  ItU  chano- 
ter ;  but  ihuiigli  the  moet  lilwnl  of  bis  party, 
oar  views  on  miuiy  subjucts  «r«  t«>o  otrongly 
opfioeed  to  admit  of  my  n-riting  conacMH 
Uoiuly  uuder  bu  dictation.  I  doubt  not  hit 
haring  tlic  good  of  his  country  nt  heart ; 
bat  wo  should  seek  that  good  tfaruugfa  dif- 
feiODt  meaiiB.  Ho  would  give  to  thv  people 
*8  bttle  as  he  could  with  safety;  whilst  I 
would  give  Bs  much  uut  I  danid :  hv  would 
mtbcr  httve  suUmi^^ive  slaves  if  he  could, 
and  I  intelligent,  and  virtuous  subjects.  With 
•0  vast  a  dilTcrcnoo  between  us  how  could 
I  in  honour  bir«  out  my  pea  to  him,  or 
hie  party?  1  must  be  false  to  him  or  to 
myself." 

''  Vou  must  be  nuthcr;  but  remain  true  to 
uic,  (jifTonl,  at  least  till  tli«  conclusion  of  my 
b«ai»luueat,  if  it  should  ever  be  ooncludod. 
T  h»vo  hitherto  tliouf;ht  »o  little  on  politics 
tkit  I  did  not  vA  fint  perceive  your  difficol^. 
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Should  Lord  Errin^art  woo  you  to  faU  ride, 
there  wuitlO  Im:  no  such  obicction  I  conclude." 

"Ho:  1  could  go  heart  and  band  with  liim ; 
but  his  lonlahip  will  bcucoI;  think  again  of 
th«  poor  student.'' 

"  Moet  courtiers  need  the  pricking  of  the 
thietio  to  ntnind  them  of  it«  motto — '  Dimw 
forget;'  bat  I  hope  better  things  of  hia 
lordship,  and  wish  him  in  offioa  ob  jour 
oocuuob  Here  is  tb«  reruiae  of  Bigaor 
Albcrti'a  work.  Write  an  article  on  Italy 
uow,  and  confirm  the  impresaion  which  you 
have  already  made.  Perhaps  we  had  better 
proceed  to  Naples  next  week ;  lest  you  should 
be  eummooed  away  and  misa  the  eight  of 
Veauviua." 

"  Thanks,  DcUval ;  but  think   not  of  me : 
you  wish  to  remain  here  for  letters." 

"  Which  may  iiever  come,  or  if  they  should, 
can  be  forwardet}.  We  have  seen  enough  of 
Kome  to  contrast  its  ancient  grandeur  with  its 
modem  tnconoess;  and  will  now  on  to  the  very 
a  :i 
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l)one«l  Lazaroui  of  Nftples,  who  pick  your 
pockcU  with  such  n  lovny  eoiilc  that  justice 
cannot  find  it  in  her  heart  to  punish  tlictn  for 
the  oftenoc  Your  merry  rogues  Are  iwTOr 
mulcted,  whilst  saturnine  honcittjr  mn}*  |{u  i>tnrvi-, 
or  l>«  Itiuigvd  for  etcnliug  fVotn  want.  And 
justly  too.  Surely  it  le  r  mortal  «n  to  lool: 
gnivc,  or  wear  a  frown  in  this  very  hiq>py, 
virtuous  world,  where  there  is  neither  vice  nor 
sorrow,  mnlice  nor  meanness,  foUehoud  nor 
treaehcry.  So  with  thla  very  snge  piece  of 
philoAophy  let  us  end  our  dioooursc,  and  begin 
our  •trolL" 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


*'  Ah  !  Delaval,  I  am  very  glad  to  see  you, 
and,  you  too,  Gifford,"  exclaimed  the  Honorable 
Andrew  Lerwick,  meeting  the  friends  as  tliey 
took  their  firat  walk  on  the  Chiaja  at  Naples. 
"  I  thought  you  were  in  England  tasting  the 
sweets  of  love.     What  brings  you  to  Italy  ?" 

"  The  purpose  of  finishing  my  education. 
My  uncle  desires  that  I  should  be  able  to  talk 
learnedly  and  knowingly  of  Romulas  and 
SeniuB — Ctesar  and  Pompey — Cornelia  and 
Agrippina — the  Falieri  and  the  Foecari — the 
Medici  and  the  Estea — Petrarch  and  Laura — 
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Michael  Angclo,  and  Salvator  I{o«a— Maeaaoi- 
cHo,  PoJcmeUo ;  and  a  few  oilier  funny  people 
And  now,  what  brings  you  Itcro  ?  The  mine 
Jul)  and  aoffictcnt  reason  T 

**  Oh  I  I  mil  come  to  take  kssous  in  Itnlisn, 
nnd  diplomacy,"  replied  Lerwick  laughing, 
"  Allurton  hafl  two  boroughs  ondor  hia  fia^r 
and  tliuinb  now,  so  when  Lord  Richard  Tollrey 
comes  into  power  I  shall  have  an  Kttach£-ahip  at 
least." 

"  I  thought  your  brorhiir  had  not  been  of 
exactly  the  same  shade  of  puitlic*  as  hU 
lordship." 

"  Pooh,  Delaval !  are  you  *&  )p^»-n  u  that  ? 
As  if  in  politic*  hlnck  were  not  whtl«.  if  you 
want  a  blue  ribbon  for  yonnwif,  and  a  place 
fiir  a  poor  yoiinfjcr  brother." 

"  Tmo ;  I  had  forgotten  that  I  see  I  must 
come  to  you  for  l««eonfl  in  worldly  wia- 
dom." 

"  Do,  I  am  a  capitul  )ter!<<i.)n  to  tcnrii  you 
the  ways  of  the  world ;  but  fint  let  mc  tcaeb 
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you  the  ways  of  Naptw,  an<l  ialnxliicoi  jR)f 
fiiend  Uiuvin." 

■  I'**  Is  that  t)ie  Detaval  ul  wltODi  yuu  have 
often  spoken,  aa  licing  so  indolent  utdguidalilc?" 
enqiiiroil  Mr.  Bum-in  of  Lcrwink,  u  tlM  two 
were  sitting  together  thjtt  same  evening,  after 
baring  partc<l  with  TblorCon  and  QifTord. 

"  Ye«,"  intwcred  Lerwick  briefly.  "  We 
were  oonatantly  toj^thernt  Oxfonl,  and  I  liiu] 
only  to  projiooc  a  thing  nm!  it  was  donv." 

"  And  do  you  expect  It  to  be  the  winic  nt 
Xaplefi?''  atiked  Duavln  drily.  "  I  aa\r  no 
sympton  of  indolence,  but  n  rsther  C4>mmanding, 
though  quiet  cnci^ ;  and  n  resolution  to  have 
hid  own  way  on  ell  impcnlant  points.  }!e  U 
not  a  person  with  whom  ono  can  be  'Hail  fellgw  I 
Well  met'  with,  at  once ;  and  his  tastes  seemed 
the  opposite  of  yours.  GiSbrd  may  guide 
him ;  but  I  doubt  if  any  one  else  can  play  bear 
leader." 

"  Hang  that  GiffonI ;  it  is  all  his  d<ung," 
exclaimed     Lerwick    p«tti«hly,    his    vexation 


fu  flkd  frofic — w*aB*t  gsmUc — v'on'l  du  thia 
v'oa''i  till  that — taSkB  of  ibe  dude*  of  tnco  uf 
wealth  and  ukoi,  as  if  ihej  had  anj  olb«r 
duties  liat  to  tnake  all  tbej  can,  apvttd  all 
the^  can ;  aod  enjoy  tbemsdvce  ac  lung  a« 
thoy  can.  Such  musty  *Ad  eavings  ntajr  do  very 
wdl  for /MirrrMH.  who  hare  to  make  their  way 
in  the  world ;  but  were  Dcvcr  Intcudcd  for  uien 
of  nuik  and  fortune.  But  DoUvnl  U  iiititt;  a 
gTocn-honi,  niid  docs  not  know  bow  to  iiKud 
with  Hinrit.  I  wiMh  1  were  in  hia  piavc  for  a 
■nuuth  i  jfOTCrty  nitd  younger  broibcnhip   arc 
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pleuatit  fellow  ;  but  n<>v  he  lhinki«  af  ii«thln|f 
MVc  pictures  and  Btatue«,  niiuity  old  vwa, 
uid  mutty  old  parchments  ;  tlie  dull  ntd  hu4(^■ 
rta  of  ttM  past,  instead  of  the  mirtlt  wid 
lunusL-mcnt  of  Uio  prcaent.  Then  he  takv^ 
iMitei),  and  keeps  a  jounml— I  should  iiut  wim- 
(krr  if  b«  wer«  to  turn  itulhnr.  Giflbrtl,  wboni' 
I  always  detested,  bu  spoilt  him,  and  I  rmlly 
think  I  must  drop  the  acfjuaintsnce."       .     ^  I'l 

"I  ^utd  ftdvisc  you  to  do  it  nt'onoa*^ 
observed  Busiin  drily.  <    * 

"  I  sboold  be  wirry  to  be  compelled  to  do 
that  with  sue))  ou  old  friend ;  perhaps  bo  may 
improve,"  replied  Lerwiclt,  ■viiinly  cDdcavour- 
ing  to  conceal  his  vexation,  and  bis  annoyaiioe 
at  the  ()uiet  sarcaxm  of  bis  ix>nipMii«n,  with 
whom,  being  rich,  it  Huit^id  hint  to  consort. 

DeUval  however  did  nut  improve  in  Ler- 
wick's e«tiuiation  ;  and  wliile  the  ]iublie 
(tbanktf  to  the  kttcr'ti  iKiasta)  cotLsidcnid  them 
as  friends  they  rarely  met  in  pri%-nte-  ;  ,  •liw-mi 
a  5 
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■  *'  A  letter  from  Morton  Piirk,  sir,"  wid 
lueftil  Acluns,  wlio  kn«w  his  mtuter't  anxtet|f^ 
upon  th«  «ub}cct 

Debral  eo&tcbed  tlto  missive  with  M  * 
torer's  bute ;  but  it  was  from  likbd,  not 
CluH.  He  threw  it  from  him  with  «  gtwture 
of  disappointmcDt,  then  scinng  it  nfrain  tore 
off  the  mrI  Koi  hurried  over  the  ooBtcmts,  hi* 
eye  glancing  quickly  over  each  pag«  to  Catch 
the  nunc  of  her  whom  be  loved.  She  might 
be  ill — dying;  and  tlwrcfore  could  not  write. 
No:  she  was  neither;  aud  his  cloudy  brow 
afl  he  concluded  the  perusal  would  have  deeply 
pained  its  grateful  and  enthusiastio  writer. 
There  should  have  been  no  cloud  on  the  brow 
of  the  reader  of  that  letter,  for  it  was  the 
outpouring  of  a  warm  and  feeling  heart,  witli 
all  the  purity  and  freahnesa  of  girlhood. 


"  Thank  you  I  thank  you,  dear  Mr. 
UcUval,   for  tlie  beautiful  cameo ;    and  your , 
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kind  note,  t  alioiild  love  the  cameo  fur  tt« 
ova  sake ;  but  I  love  it  more  l)ccaui!«  it  proTCO, 
u  7011  any,  thnt  yoti  Imvir  tint  quite  forgotten 
your  little  aister  lealwl.  How  I  widi  you 
were  toy  brother  indeed:  hiuI  then  I  could 
write  to  you  when  I  like ;  and  I  would  write 
90  oft«ii.  1  wished  to  write  when  your  dear 
prcicnl  first  csffic.  when  ClAra  wroto  to  yon,  11 
week  afifii  but  tny  aunt  said  I  had  better 
wait  «  few  days;  and  now  ahc  eayo  I  may 
write  you  a  loug  Ictti-T,  nod  do  one  shall  sec  it. 
I  »in  gbid  of  tliat  bvcmisc  Hwn  I  cun  say  all 
I  feel,  ut  leiwt  try  to  do  w,  and  you  will  under- 
•Und;  but  my  aunt  might  think  I  wrote 
jkonteoM ;  and  ao  I  dare  say  it  is.  Yet  my 
Mint  ia  very  kind :  eltc  and  my  cousin  kinder 
and  kinder  every  day ;  and  I  do  hope  that 
I  am  a  little  lefi»  shy  and  awkward.  I  have 
never  forgotten  what  you  said  about  anything ; 
ai>d  when  1  wiis  so  ill — no  very  ill,  I  thought 
of  you ;  and  then  I  forgut  all  my  pain.  t 
always  had  the  bible  you  gave  ine  put  under 
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mjr  piUow.  I  oould  not  Kleep  without  U;  iwd 
th«D  I  prayixl  that  yuu  luighl  be  to  v&cy 
happy  :  and  tlutt  I  might  aec  you  ODce  ngnin, 
And  ou«  night,  whi-ii  I  wn»  at  the  worat,  I 
thouglit  I  saw  yuu  and  dear  mamma,  utiintling 
band  in  band  by  luy  eidc,  and  looking;  *o 
■wcctly  uu  nx! ;  and  I  grew  better  fVom  that 
hour.  Mr,  Morton  eaya  my  cameo  is  meant 
for  Aurora,  and  I  loved  it  still  more  when  I 
heard  tliat,  for  it  made  ine  think  of  the  bright 
dawn  afler  the  dark  night  on  the  day  when 
you  Usti  us.  And  when  the  weather  ie  fiiw 
I  like  to  take  it  and  look  on  it  out  in  th« 
woods,  wltcre  everything  is  quiet  round  mc; 
and  tlicn  I  almost  think  I  can  lice  that  Rwe«t 
ftce  (mile,  and  hear  it  whisper  tliat  you  will 
•uon  be  back ;  or  else  I  take  it  into  the  little 
Ttiom  wberv  you  caught  me  reading  '  'llw 
Anci«Dt  Mariner.'  I  shall  love  that  book  all 
my  life,  for  1  felt  so  happy  when  reading  it ; 
and  when  you  epoke  eo  kindly,  and  undtretood 
ibat  I  was  not  so  stupid,  so  different  from 
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everybody  else.  I  have  read  all  the  books  you 
left  me;  and  long  to  tell  you  what  I  thinlc 
of  them ;  do,  to  hear  what  you  'say  of  them, 
that  I  may  think  the  same.  Oh  !  when  do  yon 
come  back  ?  Mr.  Morton  la  always  talking  of 
you,  and  longing  to  see  you,  then  eighing  and 
adding,  that  it  ia  better  you  should  remain 
away  a  little  longer.  Are  you  very,  very 
happy  away  ?  I  fear  you  will  think  this  a  sad 
silly  letter,  talking  of  myself,  instead  of  Clara; 
but  my  aunt  told  me  not  to  write  of  any  one 
else,  as  you  had  just  hoard  alt  the  news ;  and  I 
need  only  thank  you  for  your  kind  present ; 
and  90  I  do  once  more.  It  is  before  me  now ; 
and  I  look  at  it  whilst  I  write.  Hoping  to 
see  you  soon,  and  praying  for  your  happi- 
nesa, 

"  I  remain,  ever  yours  most  gratefully, 
"  IsAH&L  Mat." 

"  Every  body  sends  you  love,  my  aunt  bids 
nic  say." 
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"  A  lott«r,  and  yet  ttill  n  clouded  brof 
Dues  sbe  not  itrilc  m  yoa  wisli  ?"  tUkei  tiiAbrd 
with  friendly  tDteresl,  juiniog  DulkviU  Mton 
ttSier. 

*'  It  ia  not  from  Clitnt,"  itiuwered  Mortou 
muudiljr,  {ilacing  the  letter  in  his  hando. 

"  How  old  is  this  Isabel  May  Y"  eaquired 
Giffbnl  luiving  concluded  itd  jwrumL 

"  'niirtccn  or  fourteen,  or  some  sucfa  age^  I 
ibrgct  wliicb ;  only  remeniberiog  that,  ^rl  like, 
abe  not  ouly  told  me  what  tthc  wn»,  but  what 
shu  eliould  be  eOtortly.  If  eliildrcit  knew  the 
putg«  tlmt  wait  on  men  and  women  tkej  would 
remain  children  all  their  liTe&" 

"  There  is  bitterness  in  your  phiWf^hjr, 
Debval:  crerj  age  \m»  tls  trials.  Thi«  girl 
(tppcan  of  a  nM»t  grateful  nature : — she  may 
turn  out  a  noblu  woman.'' 

"  Yes,  Isabel  LB  a  good  girl  enough ;  but  I 
am  thinking  of  Clara,"  obHcr\*cd  Dvhivnl  im- 
patieotly.  "  Thi»  i*  the  tlurd  or  fourth  lotlvr 
reported  lo»t,    atoWHrding    to    tlicir   iccouutJ^ 
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which  are  eomewbat  confused.  1  am  very  up- 
lucky,  or  tbcy  most  have  ii  particulnr  spit* 
agunet  inu  lit  the  [tmi  oflice :  utii«r  |)cople'fl 
letters  do  tiot  raiecarry  like  mine." 
-  •*  Are  tlie  Handfords  at  Morton  Tark?"  en- 
quired (^tfvrd  though  tl'uUy. 

'  I  know  not  Thoy  wore  to  have  Liceo 
there  two  moutlis  ago ;  but  my  tetten  ore  ao 
rare  and  brief,  or  so  full  of  county  gossip,  tn- 
Bl«ad  of  hotiic  news,  tJiat  Morton  riirk  may 
have  been  swallowed  up  by  an  earthquake  for 
augiit  I  can  tell  to  tlte  contrary  :  even  Clara 
talks  tkf  any  thing  nilher  than  heFsclf,  or  her 
own  feelings ;  and  has  ceased  to  say  tiow  she 
loi^  for  my  return.  Her  letters  aic  cold  iitid 
unloring  enough  to  be  exhibited  in  a  court  of 
justice.  The  wittib8t  counsel  could  not  found 
a  jest  thereon,  nor  the  keenest  discover  a 
promise  of  marriage  I  will  endure  it  no 
longer,"  exclaimed  Delavol  starting  upL 

■         '*  Stop  a  moment,   consider,"    said  Gifford 

I     soorhingly. 


ido 


THS  'BXPecT.i3Pr. 


"Step  a  moroent  I  <w»fi:'i«Ier  1     U  it  thot*  j-fetf^ 
npeak  to  the  indolent  Morton   Deliiviil,   wliwn 
j'ou  were  wont  to  ur^  to  oxcrtiou?     Lcrwiek 
telLa  all   I   am   changed— ii   a   tru«.       I   lun 
cfaai^;;ed  indeed." 

'  '^  Yea,  Dekva],  greatly  chauged ;  and  for 
the  better  ;  bat  there  are  ever  tnala  nud 
duigera  in  a  tranntion  state." 

•1"  Vea;  1  shall  come  oat  the  painted.  foppisL 
hutterfly  soon,  ^rtiag.  ooquctliiig  with  alU 
Mid  fixing  on  none.  That  man  is  a  fuul.  who 
givea  his  hcnrt  into  n  womanV  keeping,  for  it 
is  a  giA  which  Ciinnot  be  rccniled  at  will ;  and 
if  returned  upon  your  hands  is  but  a  damaged 
good.  I  wilt  hear  tliLa  Bospense  no  IcHigar. 
Were  it  not  for  my  uncle's  adding,  that  1  had 
better  remain  a  little  longi.'r  away,  I  would 
Mart  for  Bogtand  on  tlie  iuMnnt.  He  might 
ditinherit  ine  if  he  woaUl — that  1  would  ritdt; 
bnt  were  any  nuhDess  of  mine  to  orcrthmw  hit 
rdUon.  I  sliould  never  foi^Tc  myecli'.  It  'u 
now    the   mithUe    of  March,    I    will    make   a 
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(wwedul  apfjcal  to  my  uncle's  iifli-ction — 
reuiind  luni  of  liU  promise,  that  I  should  W 
married  on  or  Ix-fon;  rn)*  b!rtl)d»y ;  lutd  bid 
Cbrk  back  my  suit  if  she  tovee  me  ae  abc  did. 
I  will  Irewr  no  more  of  l««t  lctt«ns  nor  wear 
out  my  strength  in  frvttin;;  cxpccUliuo.  If 
I  rtKMnrc  no  prohibition  bcforu  tlic  twvnty-firtt 
of  next  month,  I  tmt  off  for  Morton  Park  on 
tint  day,  tiiiis  leaving  myttclf  just  time  to  tvtc\t 
it  before  uiy  birtbduy.  To  furtliei*  delay  I 
will  not  submit ;  so  do  not  urge  it.  tiiflbtd, 
you  raised  the  re«tleas  spirit  —  you  cannot 
lay  it  now." 

"  I  have  uo  wish  to  detain  ytm,  or  ciiarifrc 
your  resolution.  Would  that  you  coul<l  be 
at  Morton  Park  witltin  tlic  hour.  Vou  will 
write  to  your  uncle  in  affection — you  ncvci"  yet 
wrote  to  him  otherwise." 

"  A  gentle  hint,  nnd  perhaps  uccdvd, 
Oifford  i  for  r  am  in  no  very  loving  »HH)d  al 
pru«c»t ;  but  my  kind  old  uncle  shall  not  know 
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how  be  baa  pained  mo ;  his  mitid  may  M-sveri 
but  bis  heart  scenM  tut  Bniity  Uouud  to  uie  as 
vnti-  And  Clura— nhuuld  she — bat  no  mon 
of  tbis.  You  will  leave  the  qnrita  bound 
in  their  stion^  sleep  anotJicir  time,"  addod 
Delavol  bitterly. 

"  Were  ygu  first  roused  from  your  letliaig^| 
Uortun,    by    my  argiimcnU,    or   your    own 

'*  By  my  on-ii  jmNJuiis.  I  loved,  iiud  thai 
grew  joaluuii.  You  I'uruiabed  wbol(»ome  &>oA 
for  my  awakened  energy,  or  it  must  hftte 
preyed  upon  rayaelf  or  others.  Pardon  my 
petuluice,  Cmcst:  I  have  not  your  steady 
forlilude,"  auswcrcd  Delaval,  shaking  bia 
frieitd's  haiid  ere  Ite  left  the  room  to  write  und 
di«|mtcb  bi»  letterii;  but  as  no  reply  could  be 
expected  for  uiore  than  tlir«e  weeks  the  limvcl- 
Icra  employed  tlie  iiitert-cning  time  in  exfiloring 
the  beauties  of  the  country  round, 

"  1  bftTC  UGWS  for  you,  Qiflord,''  nid  Dela- 
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vil  on  ntuming  from  hia  ride,  in  which  a  vio- 
lent heaxlAclic  luul  prtiveiit«<l  his  friend  from 
acooinpaiiytng  liim,  at  ukuuI.  ''  Lord  Krring* 
oourt    id    appoioCed    Secretar}'    tor    Foreign 

"  And  has  not  forgotten  tlic  poor  Modrat,* 
added  Gifiord,  placing  a  Iett«r  in  his  handti. 

"  Umpli  t  private  seeretiu-y  to  tltc  Kari  t^ 
Eiringcourt:  a  handsome  ofl'er,  and  hand- 
Gomelj  mode.  I  congratulate  you  moet  un- 
ocrely,  UiffunL  Vou  will  not  decline  tliis  «« 
70U  did  the  proposition  of  Lwd  Richard  I 
conclude." 

"  No :  I  can  join  hand  and  heart  in  Lord 
Erringcourt's  views ;  but  as  yet  I  can  scarcely 
roaliw  my  own  happy  proepccta.  A  mere 
casual  acquaintance  on  board  a  steam  pocket — 
■t  Mcms  very  strange  and  hardly  credihtc." 

"  Hin  lurdahip  has  penetration  —you  have 
tklents  ; — the  matter  v>  explained  at  once. 
But  you  do  not  appear  one  ball'  an  proud  of  the 
honor  as  you  Hhould." 
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«  All!  Di^«d:  »-;«■  eMkrtCMl  1be 
of  mj  kvt^bs 

hfpeneJ   >  few  noolfc*  ifan    I   migfat    llwk 
hsTv  titU  B]r  km ;  Int  I  oiD  thaak  of  brr  no 

**  8ke  dws  au«  Jeaerrt  h.  Bat  sow  to 
iMCiHi  yMF  ntnTQ  to  Eoguad. 
>>•«  Wbat  cui  t  Hj.  Dchral?  Tlw 
yjAia  tne  to  ttaK  with  tk  govvntmoit  me*- 
aengcr,  vbo  fets  off  carl^  lo^aomw  monung ; 
but  1  wodd  &mi  atajr  «itk  von  tiD  the  twaily- 

--^  Ho,  Uiflbrd :  the  widia  of  the  E«rl 
be  attended  to;  and  I  mtnt  leun  to 
«lone.  It  i*  but  a  «reck  it  tbr  mcM;  ud  if 
I  bear  iMFron.-,  I  nur  be  in  Enghad  mbtkoet  w 
MOO  M  yoantlf.  Vour  ieoond  article  im  Italy 
ha*  wciu  YOQ  a  rtill  better  offer  tbm  yoar  firat 
on  AniL-rica.  The  Earl  seems  much  struck 
with   it.      I  wonder  what   a    thhtl  will    pro. 
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l^-I  nhtll  bav«  other  coaploymcnt  for  my  pen 
BOW ;  besides  j'ou  aided  mc  lo  the  hiet ;  tor 
my  poor  knowledge  of  Itoliiui  would  have  hnl 
me  into  great  mistakes." 

"  Ay  i    but   joa  are    »   good    an    Italian 
scholar  sa  myscir  now." 

^,,"  Perhaps  nearly  so ;  but  you  helped  mc 
much  in  collecting  iuforniatton.  You  nill  nul 
give  up  your  haUUi  of  enquiry  and  taking 
notes?" 

"  Then  you  think  I  shall  he  fort^dden  to 
return  to  England,"  exclaimed  Delnral  quiekly, ' 
turning  full  upon  hira  with  a  searching  glance. 

"  I  hope — I  trust  not,"  answered  the  cni- 
bamsscd  Giftbrd,  looking  awny. ' 
,1*^  You  hope  — you  trust  not — and  yet  you 
think  it,  Ernest.  Well,  a  few  days  will  decide-' 
my  late.  And  now  for  paasports  and  prepn- 
raliona. — ^Vhcre  is  Adams  Y" 

,JBut  few  Mords  were  spoken  hy  the  friend*j 
when  they  parted  on  tlie  mofrow  ;  for  there- 
were  tul  reuieuibnmeea  and  sad  antieipatjona:' 


d 
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•'  All!  Debivitl;  if  you  could  r«i«I  the  folly 
— 'tlic  wi-nkntot  of  my  licArt — itB  un^mtcful 
re[)iiiing.  The  tint  thoiiglu  wav,  hud  tliis  but 
Lin|>{>cii«()  » few  moDttui  since  L  might  Chen 
hiiv«-  told  my  luvc;  but  I  will  think  of  li«r  no 
mow."  "'^ 

"  !^ii'  dues  not  dc«erv«  it  Hut  iton  to 
dUouw  your  return  to  Kiigland." 
>i.*4W)Ml  can  I  say,  DcUval?  Th«  E«rl 
wiahfs  Die  to  start  with  t]ic  goveromeut  mes- 
BCDger,  who  seta  otl"  wirly  ttHniorrow  morning ; 
but  I  W'ouk]  fxiti  st»y  with  you  till  the  twenty- 
firet," 

"  No,  Gifford ;  the  wishes  of  the  Eari  must 
be  uttciidfid  to;  «nd  I  must  Inun  to  wilk 
almie.  It  to  but  a  week  at  the  mort;  and  if 
I  hoar  lieflire,  I  inay  be  in  Gnglnnd  almost  w 
«oon  a»  yourself.  Vour  second  article  on  ItsJy 
has  won  you  a  still  better  ofler  than  your  first 
on  America.  Tlie  Earl  seems  much  struck 
with-  it.      I  wonder  what   a    third  will    pro- 
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n;  ])oo«'  knowledge  of  lult&a  would  hsre  W 

mt  into  gn:at  iniitolu*."  > 

"  A}'  i  but  yon  u«  «b  good  wi  i  uUuui 
■cholar  aa  mjaelf  now." 

"  Ferimpa  amtiy  ao ;  but  you  bclpod  me 
much  in  collectbg  infurraation.  Yon  will  nut 
gir«  up  your  battits  of  eu<|uiry  and  taking 
Mitt?" 

"  Tbcn  you  tbtuk  I  shall  be  forbidden  to 
return  to  England,"  exclaimed  Dclayal  quivkly.  ~ 
tiinuD^  full  upon  bim  with  n  worching  gbnoe. 

"  I  bope — I  trust  not,"  answered  tbe  en>- 
bamssed  GifTord,  looking  away. ' 

"  You  hope  — you  tnwt  not—and  yet  you 
think  it,  EmcsL  Well,  a  few  day*  will  decide 
my  fate.  Aoi\  now  for  ptwsporta  and  prepa- 
rations, — When:  i»  AiamaT' 

fHvt  few  H-orda  were  epukea  by  the  frien< 
when  they  parted  on  the  oiorrow  ;  for  tlii 
were  wd  retnoiDbmnoes  and  sad  antici] 
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in  Ibc  muKie  of  both.  Lord  1i>rtngct>urt*i 
letb-r  had  not  been  nuircly  polito,  bnt  fHt-adlf, 
speaking  of  nkry  kod  otbcr  immgcnivnti,  with 
R  deticatc  liberality  wliidi  was  highly  gratifying 
to  Gilford's  feelings ;  yot  still  his  lordship's 
private  secretary  fell  that  he  had  no  longer  the 
stronjEiat  inoentive  to  exertion.  He  night 
acquire  fame — ho  tntgbt  acquire  fortune;  bnt 
the  love  and  nympathy  of  Susun  Lorithope  wct« 
not  for  him.  The  dcnth  of  Mr.  Bury's  mother 
hiid  prvvfuitcd  hor  inintv(Itat«  anion ;  btit  itill 
Iter  hand  wtu  pledged  to  anoUier ;  aad  he  wsN  * 
too  prond  and  honourable  to  seek  to  interfere 
with  that  other's  claim.  lie  must  ^11  expect 
luany  irinU  nitd  disafvpoiiitnients  io  his  struggle 
for  prceminenoe ;  and  she  who  would  sh«re  his 
fate  must  not  love  him  lightly.  She  mast  bo 
prepared  tu  bear  her  part  io  his  bnrdcns ;  aad 
fuel  biff  eoitfiding  alfcction,  a  Buflicieat  reward 
fur  sell'  denial.  Besides,  he  was  loath  to  leave 
l>elaVBl  just  wlten  his  society  mif^t  most  b« 
wanted  ;   and   thus  ctU  mingled  in  the  good 
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before  him,  u  it  ercr  tbe  cue  in  Uie  tangled 
skein  of  mortal  life. 

"  God  blvM  7011,  OiftbnJ !  If  all  aboult)  go 
well,  you  must  coin«  down  to  my  wedding — if 
not — yon  mu«t  tnak«  me  travcUor  to  tbe 
Foreign  office,  fur  I  »1ulI1  neitJter  dare  to  think, 
nor  to  be  BtiU,"  nid  Dclnvsl,  tiying  to  tpcak 
with  B  cIicerfuliiCM  belied  i>y  his  quivering 
Up. 

.f^  I  bope  nit  will  go  n-elL  Let  me  know 
nnmediately,  Hn<l  if  I  can  acrrc  you  by  goings 
to  Morton  Park,  or  augUt  else — I  am  at  your 
cummtind.  I  tnut  we  shall  Boon  mvet  in 
Finland." 

"  If  not — if  we  never  meet  again,  remember, 
OifTord,  your  note  of  band  is  destroyed ;  and 
I  leave  you  the  tbousaad  pounds  llwugb  it 
will  not  be  named  in  my  will,  should  I  make 
one.  Once  more  God  bless  you  1"  and  wring- 
ing hiH  hand,  Delaval  atept  back  into  the  house, 
before  GitTord  could  reeover  from  the  tturprJae 
and  emotion  c»ii>cd  by  his  words. 
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**  Tlte  roftd  to  Iwnour*  It  open  before  him; 
And  he  will  win  the  etatton  which  hv  »<>  vr«ll 
<)eeerveB.  The  EatI  answered  my  appeal  more 
haniJiAiiiely  even  than  I  ooutcl  Iiave  exiHWlcd. 
entering  fully  into  my  feelings  and  wiBti«« 
about  Ilia  writingB  and  salary.  Eniest  has  tiiil 
a  BOBpicioB  of  my  interference — hU  inttepca- 
dent  spirit  mwC  be  cheated  for  hi^  own  gootl," 
was  Delaval'v  triumphant  thought.  "  But  it 
will  be  lonely  without  him-- 1  fthall  iniso  him 
much,"  he  added,  looking  at  Gifford'a  occua- 
toroed  Btat  with  a  faint  ehudder. 

"  Now  for  a  canter,  and  Lady  Curling^* 
party  in  the  evening,  where  I  prominwl  GifTord 
to  obtain  some  information  (or  him  from  Signor 
Ficam.     I  muat  be  busy."' 

The  Htiiling  (ii^ord  away  from  him  at  eoefa 
a  time  wa«  an  act  of  great  Htlf-dcaial. 

The  desired  information  lind  been  obtained' 
from  the  Wmcd  Signer,  and  Dclaral  was  con- 
veraiog  on  ligfat4.T  subjects  with  Mr.  Bnsvin' 
and  otJicn,  when  the  remark  of  some  one  near 
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luui::-"  She  is  to  be  mamod  m  soon  a»  Mr. 
Buiy  tf>  out  of  mourning  for  his  uiuUior,'' 
direotod  hitt  uttODtJon  to  Uic  ullier  eicl«  of  the 
room,  where,  to  his  infioile  9urpriBc,  stood 
^usan  RftsUiope,  tbiiin<>r  and  paler  than  wliea 
he  bad  eeen  bcr  last  Tbear  eyes  met,  and  b 
deop  blush  ovc»[>rc«1  her  tV-aturi';; ;  Dcbiral 
heiitatcd  a  moment,  then  cruiwing  tJic  aparlment 
joined  her.  ■*.'• 

,,,f^  This  ie  un  uacxpected  pleaaitr«,  Mlaa 
EsMSthopc.  Willi  tlint  lovely  hioom,  I  need 
not  itek  silU:r  yuur  lH»Ith  or  happiness." 

The  young  Iiuly's  baud  vat  given  with  a 
thuik  cordiality  which  Morton  did  not  dcaerv^ 
for  though  lie  hnil  crossed  tlio  room  on  purpose 
to  speak  to  her,  and  his  bow  h«d  bocn  most 
p«rticul«rly  lowly,  his  motive  fur  seeking  her 
WHS  ccrtfunly  not  unmixed  good  will ;  and 
there  van  *  touch  of  sarcasm  in  look  and  tone. 
She  Itad  made  Giffunl  HufTcr,  and  he  intended 
to  make  her  understand  that  he  relented  the 
nli^t  shown  bo  his  friend.  -u  j  ' 
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"  Allow  Dw  to  oBer  mj  ouugntolftttWH 
(•o  ]ruur  ^preadui^  murii^  witJi  Ur. 
Bury  ;  he  u  ■  wcaUhy  nua — «  vory  vealtliy 
nno." 

"  Yoar  coDgntuktiooa  wooM  be 
Mr.  Dvlaval,"  answored  Suann  HOOHiwbM  ptDod- 
ly,  for  the  epeakers  tone  displeased  ber.  "  I 
hare  not  ilie  9%bte«t  ioientioa  uf  ever 
beooming  Sirs.  Bury." 

"  Msy    1    believe    you  T    ■^ed    Moirton 
eagerly. 

"  I  flftttetvd  myfclf  that  you  knew  mc  luo 
well  tn  doubt  me,"  elie  replied,  blu^hinj;  still 
more  deeply,  either  at  ber  own  tlwugfats.  or  hie 
eaTTie»t  Mnitiny. 

"  I  h«Te  indeed  been  mislaken,"  aaid  Mortoo 
fhuikly,  with  a  hwk  whieh  conveyed  far 
tlian  his  word&  "  It  is  warm  here.  Shall  we 
nek  the  other  room,  which  opens  into  the 
ftonlen;  it  will  bo  cooler  and  le««  crowded 
there  ?" 
Klia  Kaetho^te  accepted  his  arm  in  eilenoeii 
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and  he  conducted  her  into  the  otiier  apartment, 
which  was  almost  deserted. 

"  I  beg  your  pardon  for  having  offered  such 
mal  d  propos  congratulations ;  but  the  marriage 
was  reported  to  me  as  certun,"  continued 
Delava],  having  so  placed  his  fair  companion 
that  the  light  fell  fuU  on  her  speaking 
countenance,  and  ascertained  that  no  imperti- 
uent  listener  was  within  hearing. 

"  By  whom  ?"  asked  Susan  quickly. 

"  By  Giffopd." 

"  Did  he  believe  it  ?" 

"  He  did." 

"  There  are  some  minds  which  readily 
believe  what  they  wish ;  or  are  too  indolent  to 
examine  into  the  truth  of  a  report,"  observed 
Susan  gravely,  as  if  she  would  have  it  supposed 
that  she  was  merely  uttering  an  aphorism. 

"  There   are   some    minds    so    humble — so 
(liSident  of  their    own   worth,   as  readily   to 
believe  others  preferred  to  themselves,"  replied 
Morton  in  the  same  tone. 
I  3 


in  TUS  SXPSCTAlfT. 

*"'"  tf  befiof  gives  pain  tt  u  not  m  K»6SJf 
Accorded,  even  by  the  most  bumble  uitd 
diffident ;  if  the  Bubject  be  one  of  indifference, 
to  bclicn  \a  less  trouble  than  to  quivttun. 
Froia  whom  did  Str.  Gifford  he*r  thni  fi»I«e, 
rcjiort  ?" 

"  I  know  not.    Hic  wonnd  was  jMunful  xiid 
I  sought  to  heal,  not  probe  it." 

'"Will  he  loo  offer  bis  coiigntiidadoDs  ?* 
asked  Miss  Easthope  aAer  %  moment's  pnii^ 
nnd  with  a  slight  curling  of  her  liit. 

**  tf  be  kta  the  will,  which  I  doubt,  he  has 
tmt  the  poTCcr;  ho  is  not  here." 
"■'    *•  Not  here  1"  repeated  Sumu  with  an  hi- 
voluntar;  start,  which  rexcoled  morv  than  she 
intended  to  her  companion. 

*'  You  expected  to  meet  him  here,'*  observed 
Dclaval  quietly,  feigning  bUndneas  to  SuMn'a 
embarrassnieat. 
'  "'••  I  understood  that  yotr  were  insejoirftblc," 
replied  Miss  Eaelhopc  forcing  a  smile,  and 
maeteriDf;  her  conftttion  ;    "  therefore  »y>ng 
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you,  I  concluded  Mr.  Gifford  waa  not  far 
dUtast" 

"  Did  you  make  enqmriea  as  to  the  truth  of 
the  report,  or  was  it  so  much  a  matter  of 
iudiSereDce  as  to  be  believed  at  once  ?"  asked 
Delaval  archly. 

"  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  enquiring  into 
the  movements  of  young  gentlemen,"  answered 
poor  Susan,  looking  down  to  conceal  her 
confuaioQ. 

"  Then  I  must  report  them  without  being 
questioQed,"  repUed  Morton  Delaval  with  a 
respectful  kindneas  well  calculated  to  restore 
her  compoeure.  "  He  set  off  this  morning 
at  an  early  hour  for  England." 

"  May  I  ask  the  cause  of  his  sudden  de- 
parture?" 

"  Lord  Erringcourt  has  iq>pointed  him  his 
private  secretary." 

"  Indeed  1  I  was  not  aware  that  he  knew 
him." 

"  They  went  over  in  the  same  packet  to 
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Uottenkui ;  hocI  the  Knrl  wu  uadi  struck 
witJi  his  tal«])t«  am]  infonuntion.  tiiQbnl  u 
uow  I  hope  on  the  liigh  road  to  faiuo  nut] 
Ibrtune— nitty  1  not  add  (o  h«|i[Mi)Ote  also? 
&lay  I  not  report  to  him  your  coi^ntu- 
lati<mB  and  good  wUbes?"  enquired  DcUv 
Bttdtng  that  Susan  00DtJnu«cl  silent,  unnonKi- 
ouMly  o)>euii%  and  closing  her  fan. 

"  Oh!  ocrtoitily:  it  is  «  subject  for  oon- 
^Ttttulatiun;  ho  will  bcoomi- u  great  politioiaD, 
|»er)ui{ie  a  c^inet  ininiiit«r  in  litue,  I  vritHi  him 
ha|>py." 

"  You  wi»li  him  happy,  Miw  Etutfaoiie? — 
you  CMi  tuake  biui  to," 

"  I?'  faltered  the  trembling  Suauu 

"  Yee  you  ;  and  you  alone.  Even  the  full 
oxerviw  of  bia  gnat  abilities  for  thti  good  of 
mankind  will  not  make  him  iMiifcctly  luippy, 
unli'M^  yuu  idiarc  in  hi^  bopc»  and  aiixioiics, 
cheering  him  on  with  your  HmilcR  and  «yni]ia- 
thy.  May  I  not  tell  him  tliat  you  foci  tn- 
tereatedin  hieeuccon?" 
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*'  His  talents  and  enei^  deserve  succexa," 
answered  Susan  evasively. 

"  \ay,  MtsB  Easthope,  pardon  my  boldness, 
if  1  seek  more  than  this  bare  acknowledgment 
I  speak  to  you  as  I  would  speak  to  few.  You 
are  no  coquette— you  would  not  triflo  with  the 
sincere  affection  of  a  noble  mind,  aud  you 
cannot  be  ignorant  that  Gifford's  heart  is 
yours,  though  his  poverty  bound  his  tongue  to 
silence,  or,  if  you  doubt  it,  learn  that  truth 
from  me,  who  saw  how  the  thought  of  your 
union  with  another  robbed  life  of  all  its 
brightness — all  its  glory.  I  saw  the  bosom's 
pain,  while  the  pale  brow  was  calm.  He  13 
still  poor,  but  having  a  firm  friend,  as  well  as 
admirer  in  the  Earl  of  Erringcourt,  will  not 
ful  to  be«»ne  distingaiabed,  if  uot  rich.  May 
I  not  bring  back  the  light  of  hope  to  his  path 
by  telling  him  that  you  bid  him  go  on  and 
prosper  ?" 

"  I   have  no   right   to    suppose    that   aucli 
words  would  gratify  him.     It  is  months  since 
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wf    mut — ho    haa  never   aaid — "  etuumered 
forth  Sumii. 

"  Shall  he  sutler  for  his  high  honor  which 
kept  him  «knt  ? — which  kept  him  abe«nt,  test 
he  shou]<l  he  tempted  to  luk  you  to  link  your 
£itc  with  oDf  then  ]>oor  aod  nnknown  y  Doea 
be  not  rather  merit  reward  for  such  mre, 
euch  iiainful  self  denial  T 

"  Tbie  is  Ktmiige  Unguage,  Mr.  DeUval," 
ohecrved  Suson  after  a  pause,  G<mtrolling  the 
emotion  mused  hy  his  words. 

"  It  ij*  strange — I  deny  it  not  ;  but  I  may 
quit  Italy  at  a  day's  notice,  and  may  Dot  meet 
you  again.  I  owe  Gifford  much — I  know  his 
worth  and  high  cndow-mcnts — I  know  tK>w  his 
whole  heart  was  devoted  to  you — think  me  not 
therefore  loo  bold  in  speaking  thus  plainly— 1» 
urging  his  holies  and  his  merits  ou  your  con- 
eidemtton.  Had  I  a  sister  I  would  su  plend 
with  her  for  my  fricod ; — look  u|>on  nie,  for 
tliv  moment,  as  n  brother.  Will  you  not  rely 
on  my  lionor  and  delicacy?      Will  you  not 
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send  C^ord  one  tittle  word  of  comfort  to 
console  him  for  some  months  of  bitter  suffer- 
ingr 

For  a  moment,  Susan  raised  her  eyes  to  hia 
&Ge,  and  reading  nothing  there  but  tmth 
and  kindness,  she  mastered  her  emotion  and 
answered  frankly,  though  with  a  low  and 
faltering  voice. 

"  You  may  tell  him  that  if  my  best  wishes 
for  his  success  are  of  worth  in  his  estimation, 
they  are  his." 

"  For  his  success  in  aQ  things  ?  I  thank  you, 
as  though  the  boon  were  granted  to  myself. 
Gifford  at  least  will  be  happy,  let  my  fate  be 
what  it  may." 

"  Your  fate,  Mr.  Delaval — Are  you  not 
happy  7"  asked  Susan  in  surprise. 

"  Happy  I  Miss  Eaethope, — who  shall  say 
what  happiness  is  ?  Within  a  week  I  may  give 
you  a  clearer  answer ;  but  now  let  us  talk  of 
other  things.  How  long  do  you  remun  at 
Naples  r 
I  5 
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"  That  uitut  depend  on  my  coorId,  who  mice 
my  movemeoU,  being  only  bcr  gneet ;  hut  I 
think  nhv  m  hotucsiek  ftlreody ;  so  we  may  not 
linger  long." 

"  My  own  stay  may  be  very  short ;  but  1 
appoint  iiiysell'  your  cavalure  Krvmtt  till  my 
il«]>nrlure.  Will  you  not  cooflnn  the  qipoint- 
nient?" 

"  Mort  rciulily." 

The  Rkorouig  mw  a  long  letter  dc^ptttcliod 
to  GiAbnl  from  his  Tricad  Ddaval,  containing 
vuvli  news  aa  set  the  youiig  MCTvtory's  henrt 
beating  more  wildly  than  suited  his  sober  em- 
ployment. 

"  My  dear  Suaan,"*  began  Lord  Erringcourt, ' 
reading  from  a  paper  on  which  Giflbnl  hiul 
been  «mployed.     "  For  which  of  the  foreign 
courts  may  this  be  intended?" 

"  I  bcjt  your  pardon,  my  lord,"  replied  poor 
Kme»t,  looking  the  very  picture  of  detected 
folly. 

"  I  iuppoiw  I  mutt  grant  it,"  replied  hi» 
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lordship,  with  a  good  btunourcd  smile.  "  May 
I  enquire  the  cause  of  this  confusion  of  ideas 
and  countenance  F" 

"  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Delaval  this 
morning,  containing  acwa,"  stamroered  the 
blushing  secretary. 

"  A  most  extraort^nary  and  bewildering 
circumBtance ;  I  must  entreat  him  for  the 
future  to  let  his  letters  contain  no  news.  To 
prevent  further  scandal,  perbsps  you  had 
better  employ  yourself  on  your  own  corres- 
pondence for  to-day,  instead  of  mine." 

"  I  should  be  obliged  for  the  permission,  my 
lord ;  to-morrow  I  shall  have  a  clear  head  for 
business." 

"  I  doubt  it :  lovers  never  have  clear  heads," 
thought  the  Earl  half  vexed.  "  Qifford  is 
worth  his  weight  in  gold  as  a  secretary :  I 
must  wnte  to  Delaval  and  get  him  married 
as  soon  as  I  can,  and  then  he  will  be  able  to 
think  of  politics,  instead  of  his  mietrcHs.  I 
never  dreamt  of  his  being  in  love" 
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Dolaval  and  Soon  Ewthopo  met  agiaa  on 
tfae  morrow,  aod  «acb  seemed  ao  much  de- 
lighted with  tlto  otbet'e  oonverE«tion,  ihal  (be 
gowi]ie  of  Naplea  began  to  look  knowing,  and 
the  inalicioua  to  wliisper  that  Mr.  Bury  nuf^ht 
low  (lis  bride.  Ilad  tbeee  goanpft  known  thut 
tlic  subject  of  their  ducourae  wm  Eroetii 
Uifford,  tticy  might  hare  made  atill  more  iil- 
oaturcd  conmienta.  Dela^'al  was  never  weary 
of  talking  of  his  friend,  nor  Suean  of  hearing 
of  him ;  and  thus  their  mutual  rv^rd  fur 
Gilford  formed  a  friendly  bond  between  thctn, 
which  eacli  succeeding  interview  only  strength- 
ened more  and  more. 

"When  do  you  leave  Xapleft,  Delaval?" 
eiKiuired  an  elderly  geutleuiao,  who  liad  set 
his  heart  on  loading  hie  young  acquaintance 
with  vm'iuus  troublesome  packages. 
,  "  Perhaps  in  three  days — perhaps  not  ibr 
three  months;  bo  I  cannot  offer  to  execute 
commietfions  for  any  one,"  answered  Delaval, 
^et;^!^^  ,ly^.c«nTecMtjw]^  w^h  Sumo,  beside 
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whom  he  waa  (tniKlin^;,  whilst  the  elderly 
gentleman  walked  off  in  a  hufi*. 
<  *' Ah  !  that  is  just  tlio  way  with  all  t)ic 
'jwu^  men  of  the  preeent  Bgc,  tlioy  ore  so  selfish. 
He  must  know  n-hon  he  intends  tu  leave 
Ntpl«e.  And  there  is  the  Diichcji^  D'Alcarno 
itmiliag  upon  him  and  saying  honied  things, 
hoping  to  outch  liini  fur  her  baby  daughtcir. 
I  ain  Biire  ahe  only  gave  this  porty  to-night  on 
hU  account — foreigners  are  always  M\  of 
plots.  And  could  not  nrnke  up  a  whist  taiub 
for  me — I  nra  certain  she  never  tried — fbreign- 
ur*  never  do  care  about  amuaicg  their  ^ueBta. 
Wanting  nie  to  sit  down  to  chess  with  that 
tircaoine,  prosy,  selfish  old  Iletley — I  hate 
laying  with  selfish,  prosy  people." 

"  So  do  I,"  said  the  gentlemen  to  whom  this 
tirade  was  addressed,  hurrying  off  as  he  epoke, 
willi  the  look  of  one  escaping  from  a  threatened 
peril.  " 

"Ah,  Delaval !  how  are  you  ?*  exclaimeiS 
young  Medlycott,  approafihing  with  Lerwick 
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and  ttue^'tn.  '*  I  was  afraid  I  ehoulJ  nut  knuw 
a  creature  in  the  room,  wlKrcos  cverjr  third 
face  turns  out  Utat  of  an  old  acquaintance. 
Lerwick  tiaid  it  would  be  so.  when  he  inebted 
on  brining  mo ;  but  I  did  not  quite  believe 
bun.** 

"  How  long  have  you  been  at  Nnples?"  en- 
quired DcUvfl],  roturoing  his  greeting  with 
cold  politcneac,  for  he  liud  never  liked  the 
young  man,  and  could  not  quite  forget  tJiat  to 
Sir  lliomM  bad  been  attribut^^d  tlie  infbsion  of 
ilistmst  into  his  uncle's  mind 

"But  a  few  hours;  I  only  arrived  thii- 
morning,"  rc[>licd  Mr.  Mcdiycott  with  the 
same  warm  manner,  though  DeUval's  coldness 
bad  not  escui>cd  his  notice.  Sumd  Enthope 
discovered  a  gleam  of  malidous  triuinpli  in  his 
quick  eye ;  and  it  is  probable  that  Morton  raa- 
pe«tcd  thestune. 

"  Lady  Medlycott  and  your  suter  were  well 
when  you  left  them  I  hope?" 

"  Quito  well  when  I  left  them,  which  was 
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agc«  since,  and  I  lind  good  aocuiinU  ui  tliciii 
yeBterday.  You  will  be  ptciLEod  tu  hcnr  that 
Peliciii  \m  going  to'bc  tnaniod." 

"  I  ehall  intlticd,"  replied  Dclavnl  in  I* 
«incerity>  as  tbc  thought  that  he  etiuidd  bo 
thus  doubly  armod  sgainft  tlu-  plots  and  im- 
IxHTtumties  of  Sir  Tboinatf,  shot  octobb  hie 
mind.     "  Who  ia  the  bappy  man?" 

"  Sit  Christopher  Holmes — a  very  auitnble 
match  io  every  way," 

"  Ejkaclly  BO ;  about  the  aame  age,  bein^ 
still  in  his  minority;  TOiy  ridi,  and  very 
^dablc:  your  father  and  sister  may  rale  him 
at  their  wiU,"  observed  Delaval  drily,  for  Sir 
Christopher  was  little  better  than  an  idcot. 

"  Yes,  he  has  a  high  opinion  of  my  fiither's 
talents,  and  Felicia's  senec :  indeed  he  almost 
idoliE««  my  sister,"  replied  Mr.  Medlycott,  not 
chooiing  to  notjce  tlie  covert  sarcasm.  "  But 
talkinfr  of  weddings,  by  the  way,  am  I  to  con- 
gratulate or  condole  with  you  on  the  two  that 
have  taken  place  in  your  family  ?" 
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*"  I  do  not  undcrsUnd  you,"  anawtrcd  "Mut-  ■ 

bHi  gmvuly,  unUeipttting  an  itnpcrtineiivc  from 

■  Li 
the  lurking  &iioer  round  tbe  speaker's  inoutli, 

1 

yet  vainly  endcarouring  to  control  the  (Jny  of 
his  blood,  which  rushed  b«ck  to  hU  heart 
against  ]m  will. 

"  ^ot  undisntand  mc  ?     I  thought  I  spoke 
pLniu  enough  too.     I  uk  whether  I  am  to  coq- 
^ratulutc  ur  condole  with  you  on  the  tniirriagc     I 
of  Mrt.  FIcitimg  with  Mr.  Morton ;  and   ^f^. 
(jinxTl  Fk-miiig  with  Miss  Lutlrcll?" 

""  Is  this  true  ?"  questioned  Morton  sternly, 
unconsciously,  in  his  iitrong  emotion,  gimsping 
hia  arm  and  glaring  on  tiinL 

"  Quite  true  ;  my  fatltcr  met  the  bridal 
train,  and  offered  his  good  wishes.  I  thought 
of  course  you  knew  it,"  added  young  Medlycott 
in  a  tnore  friendly  tone,  for  even  he  was  shock- 
ed at  the  effect  of  his  own  malice,  and  turned 
away  from  the  deep  agony  imprinted  on 
Morton's  eountenance. 

"  Will  you  stand  aaidc,  Mr.  Medlycott,  Jf 
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you  please  ?  the  Duchess  wi^MS  to  pass.  It 
is  warm— too  warm  here — shall  wc  go  into  the 
the  veraodati,  Mr.  Ddsval  ?"  said  Susan  Eaet- 
hope  with  rca<ly  tact. 

Mr.  Medljoott  tiutde  way  for  the  Duchess, 
at  her  tedding,  and  Dclaval  aAer  paseing  his 
hand  across  liis  brow,  as  if  to  drive  awny  some 
maddening  pain  that  was  fixing  there,  gave  her 
his  arm  with  a  bewildered  look,  and  allowed 
her  to  guide  him  forth  into  the  open  air. 

"  I  never  before  saw  such  a  ghastly  has  in 
the  iaco  of  a  living  man.  Tou  may  have  his 
death  to  answer  for,  Bpcoking  so  abruptly," 
observed  Mr.  BuAvin,  brcitkiug  the  ^lence 
which  hud  succeeded  the  departure  of  Detaval. 

"  What  cause  had  I  to  suppose  that  he  did 
not  know  it?"  iimttercd  yoimg  Medlyoott,  a 
little  aboslied  at  the  reproving  tones  of  the 
speaker,  and  the  looks  of  some  of  the  specta- 
tors. 

"  I  hod  better  follow  my  friend  Delaval," 
observed  Lerwick  aloud. 


"  Voa  bad  bottor  rcmaia  wltcn  you  nn;  be 
amy  mc  tbuik  fan  far  following  him,"  nid 
ifwYin  w|^jull0uill^* 

**  What  t*  the  taitUer  ?"  enquired  mndc.  «1m 
like  Uturio,  fasd  been  ebodied  lA  Detavat'e 
^Mtiy  loiik.  M  Uwy  had  ia^olantarUy  made 
w^  for  hiiD  to  pMt 

-f  Whitis  the  nuttor^  b  he  ill?  Has  he 
beard  oT  the  dcaih  oT  his  father?"  asked  the 
politic  I>iicheM  in  broken  Enf{lieL 

"  Hv,  be  bu  only  hoinl  of  the  marriage  of 
his  ancle,  and  mitftroM,"  answoml  Lerwick, 
who.  as  BosTta  bad  prevented  fais  plnytog  the 
frieodlv,  eeemcd  mote  than  half  inclined  to 
play  the  caustic. 

i^Ofal  then  there  is  no  ipxat  harm  doDc. 
Mr.  Delaral  u  a  fine  yoang  man,  and  can  soon 
find  another  wife." 

."  Bat  «hi»<e  will  he  get  another  furtnne  f 
Hb  aocLe  may  cltooM  to  leave  all  u>  hiti  new 
Iiuly." 

"  1  did  not  think  of  that,"  said  the  Dochew, 
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giving  up  Ler  ftHnncr  mtcntioo  of  goin^  to 
coaeole  hor  guest ;  and  joinini;  the  gronp  who 
crowded  round  Lernick  and  Aledlyoott  to  learn 
all  ubout  it 

"  Do  you  think  lio  will  act  off  for  England 
directly 'f  If  so,  he  oould  take  my  pocket," 
obeerved  the  elderly  geotlenuui,  who  liod 
deplored  no  pAthcticalty  tJic  Mlfiebncas  of  the 
young  men  of  tbe  present  day. 

Whibi  Dclfl\-al's  fate  aii(i  fortuQC  were  twing 
diaciuaed  in  the  saloon,  bo  hiuisclf  was  leaning 
AgluMt  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  colonnade,  as 
pole,  ftnd  cilill,  nnd  itiient,  M  the  nrnrhlc  statues 
Uiat  adorned  tlic  garden ;  looking  white 
Olid  ghtt«tly  in  tlic  cold  nioonnhine. 

His  eyes  were  closed — his  clmnniy  hair  hung 
bulk  om  his  duwy  brow — his  hands  were  hang- 
ing listlessly  by  liiB  side;  and  so  little  of  life 
or  enei^  ww  there  in  his  attitude,  that  but 
for  the  alight  working  of  his  lips,  you  might 
hare  doubted  hb  being  n  living  man. 
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'•^Dnidc  tbie,  itr.  TMirtH,"  mid  Sum 
Efietbopc,  approMhinj;  him  vitli  a  gloss  of 
wine  aot]  water,  procorod  ffoai  a  neighbouring 
refreahmait  room. 

He  gnve  iio  tok«n  of  having  seen  or  heard 
her ;  KoA  ihe  drxioud  g^rl  grew  more  olanuotL 
'"**•  Drinic  this,  I  entreat  you,"  she  repeated 
more  eorneettt)'. 

*'  Who  speaks  ?  and  speaks  so  kindly  T 
asked  Morton  Dclaval  in  a  low  and  hollow 
tone,  raising  hia  heavy  eyes  to  hor  fece,  and 
poshing  back  the  hair,  damp  with  the  dew  of 
agony  from  off  his  brow. 

"  Do  you  not  know  me  ?"   mud  the  piling 
'girl 

"'*•  Oh  1  yes,  I  know  you  now.  But  where- 
foro  weep  and  ttpeok  no  softly.  WouU  you  too 
deceive  mc  ?  I  am  a  wretch.  Wlio  coiee  for 
mc — I  liavc  no  kindred  ;  and  no  friends — all 
tlirow  me  off — nil — all  ore  fttbe  to  me." 

-*  Bay  not  so  I  entreat  you,  ^fr.  DeUval ; 
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tU  are  not  fiUee,  Uioogh  one  way  bavo  done 
you  wrong,  i'ou  have  still  fricjula— warm  iind 
U^  hearted  fricmU.     Mr.  Gifturd — " 

"  Ah  [  Gifirord,"  cried  Morton  with  suddou 
and  «tiirtling  pa^ioa  that  shocked  the  more 
from  ltd  contract  to  hia  former  despairing  list' 
IcMness.  '*  He  loves  you ;  and  you  «ee  the 
ogony  tliat  full*  on  hiin  who  loTce  and  it 
decoivciL  Let  htm  not  have  to  hear  what  I 
«Qduro>  Be  trucl  deceive  him  not,  &s  you 
would  liope  for  jwace  here  and  hereafter.  Cast 
not  [he  blight  of  broken  (uitli  u|>on  )it:i  noble 
heart — let  not  ihe  ourae  of  broken  vows  fiiU  on 
yourself." 

"  Heaven  forbid !"  exclaimed  (he  half  terrified 
Susan,  »lirinking  from  the  icy  touch  of  ihfi 
<old  fingers  laid  on  her  arm,  aa  much  as  fVom 
the  gleaming  of  the  dilated  eye. 
i|^ 'Ll  beg  your  pftrtlon,  Miae  Ensthopc,"  mud 
Delaval  witlidrawing  his  icy  hand,  recalled  by 
ber  shrinking  to  a  ^nsc  of  lus  uii!!«cinly  vio- 
lence.   "  The  shock  bas  been  great,  and  I  lun 
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"  I  grieve  to  aay  tiM,  year  qncetiotw  would 
ualy  oonfinn  the  report,"  oaid  Mr.  Bustui,  who 
liad  followed  to  offer  hJs  Ber\-ioc&  "  1  my- 
self BBW  &ir  Tfaotnafl'e  letter;  but  cooduded 
yon  were  aware  of  its  purport,  or  would 
have  mmd  yoa  &om  so  eevero  a  shock. 
\  can  tell  yuu  a»  much  m  Mr.  MedlycotC 
The  crowd  te  coming  Urn  way  ;  by  passing 
tbrough  that  door  wo  ehoU  reach  the  carriagca 
unobserved,  or  at  least  uoimpodud  by  trouble- 
some questions." 

"  Do  D(»t  refuse  bis  ae^tance  ;  you  are  not 
equal  to  further  exertion  to-aight.  I  will  make 
your  excuses  to  the  Duchcas,"  obwjried  Susan 
eameatly.  "  I  have  known  Mr.  Buttvin  lri>m 
»  cJiild :  he  has  more  heart  than  he  chooecb  Uie 
world  to  boUcvc,"  chc  itdtlcd,  seeing  that  Dela- 
vol  was  on  the  point  of  declining  hie  aim. 

"  God  bless  you  I  Be  tnic  to  Gifford— save 
him  from  this,"  said  Morton,  wringing  her 
band. 

"  1  wiH,"  anawvred  Snaan  solemnly,  adding 
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ia  OD  UBdsr  tone  to  Biurrin: — "place  him   in 
tlw  ciN  (^hia  aerraot  before  you  leave  him." 

"How  is  Mr.  DeWal?  Where  is  Mr. 
Delml?  Wbftt  does  be  say?"  were  tiie 
qoMtions  showered  on  Mise  Eaathope  hj  the 
cniiouB  crowd.  Her  answers  were  brief,  her 
stay  short ;  and  the  wondering  and  exclaiming 
fashionables  were  left  to  comment  at  their  will 
on  what  had  passed,  and  speculate  on  what 
mi^t  come  to  pass. 
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thai  1  could  not  do  kea  tlum  jircftt  hi-r  ti* 
uLtx'lit  my  luiad,  utd  tliu«  tileiicc  tlic  malice 
of  ber  eneini««.  I  could  Dot  hour  that  ehe 
^totild  Ivnve  mc;  who  cIm  n-ajs  there  to  talk 
with  mc  of  niy  Iv^t  Mnrguret  ?  I  could  not 
War  to  ecc  her  weqi ;  »o  »h«  liecatuv  the  bride 
of  «  poor  old  unn,  out  of  sheer  pity.  Think 
act,  my  dear  Mortem,  tliat  your  procpects  will 
be  iojured  by  ihia  owTTlagc:  your  interesta 
hare  txtttn  looked  to  long  ago.  Ae  I  told  jrou 
befbrc,  yoii  will  hare  all  at  my  death;  and 
four  thoti»ind  a-ycar  till  then ;  and  more  if 
you  need  it.  Mrs.  Morton  talked  of  coiiauU- 
ii^  jou;  but  I  aiD  not  childbh  yet;  I  am 
judge  for  myself.  I  long  to  eee  you,  my  dear 
boy ;  long  very  much ;  but  pci^uipa  you 
would  rather  not  eomc  back  just  now.  Clani 
itnd  Gilbert  talk  of  living  nt  the  cottage;  and 
of  course  that  would  l>e  pleaiiant  (o  hi*  mother, 
but  titey  fball  not  do  it  if  you  would  railier 
not  Imvc  them  bo  near.  Bring  nic  home  » 
niooc,  and  then  all  will  be  right  agaio.     Come 


r.l  Jir? 
THE  KXPSCTAST. 


Ifl7 


when  you  will — till  then  write  udea — vei-y 
often.  1  etil)  love  you  better  tlian  id]  beside ; 
and  shall  to  iny  (Ipng  day — mind  thnt ;  and 
DO  one  shall  take  your  [ilac«.  And  now  I 
mu«l  leave  off;  for  my  head  feeln  odd  ■  very 
odd — it  docs  somelimes;  but  I  can  niaiiii;^- 
ererylhing  as  well  as  ever — I  am  not  getting 
eliUdisb.  God  blesa  you,  my  dear  lioy,  till  wc 
meet. 

"  Your  ever  affectionate  uncle, 

"  Phiup  Morton. 


"  My  dear  Mr.  Delaval,  nephew  if  I 
niay  presume  so  to  call  you,  Mr.  Morton  ha.' 
only  lefl  inc  epace  to  hoj>e  that  you  wilt  not 
be  pained  by  the  recent  mnrringejt.  I  beggt^l 
him  to  consult  with  you,  and  only  yielded 
when  his  wild  manner  made  me  fear  opposing 
Itini  further.  Won  by  his  goodness,  grateful 
lor  his  kindness,  I  will  continue  to  devote 
myself  to  him,  that  your  presence  may  not  be 
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«o  mndi  miseed ;  nor  yoar  retaro  needleaely 
hastened.  Ue  a  still  unaUe  to  t^adure  the 
sitptiteat  oppD«itiun,  and  in  jenJous  of  ouy 
btcrlcrcnoc ;  but  hi»  hoilth  i«  excellent,  lud 
ht>  eomctiiDM  talks  uf  joiniog  you  nbiraadi 
irbtdi  perhaps  int];fat  be  more  aj^recablQ  lo 
you,  jiut  lit  present,  than  niiimn^  here. 
Iki)>c1,  dear  child,  »end«  her  love ;  «hc  rt  much 
Iniprovw],  which  I  nitribute  to  you.  I/ooking 
fontitrd  tn  a  hnppy  meeting  hewnfter,  when 
anythiitj;  that  may  have  )>ecn  painAil  in  the 
point  jhftll  be  quite  Toi^llen,  allow  mc  to 
Rubocribe  myself, 

"  Vour  offbctionalc  aunt, 

**  Sarah  Morton." 


'"  **  ICo  aunt  ul' mine — I  will  have  none  mch. 
CocJtatriee  I  doccivor  1"  exclaimed  Dcliiral 
"'poBslonately,  making  a  movement  a«  if  to  crush 
tlie  whttic  of  tlie  letter,  then  suddenly  chan^it^ 
hit)  purpoee,  he  tore  off  the  portion  which  hiut 
Iteeii  written  by  hi^  uncle,  and  trampled  fiercely 
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on  tite  rctnnindcr.  "  Tltuu  fulev,  black  hc-iirt, 
under  h  fnii-  exturinr ;  ptntting  iind  luiliog 
treaoh«ry  buncnlli  the  fhow  of  pitying  tcndvi^ 
nesa  W)ivc<Uin{;  yoiirsclf  into  tliv  heart  uf 
thv  old  and  fniling,  (hut  yuu  might  rob  tlic  yuUDg 
of  his  inheritance.  I  hoc  you  now  on  you  iirc 
Fotil  tlutt  I  wtw,  not  to  read  you  hcfurv.  Idiot  to 
be  blinded  by  yuur  bUncI  tones  nnd  cozening 
«inUc^  And  Clium-~not  one  word  froiii  hvv. 
Ib  fnlflchood  mch  a  common  crime  that  tt 
n'ljwinw  no  cxuusv  ?  Or  liae  she  not  yet  learnt 
the  Hrt  of  making  ain  appear  a  virtue  Y  She 
loviid  mc  till  the  tempter  came ;  and  then  ehe 
changed.  The  laurel — and  the  song— I  waa 
not  jealous  without  canse,  aa  she  would  faui 
have  had  me  think.  And  then  her  t«ara — her 
vowB  of  constancy ;  I  feel  the  one  even  now 
upon  my  chock — the  other  ringing  in  my  ear», 
I  hear  her  aay — but  tarry  not.  Siie  felt  the 
wrong  alie  did  me — grieved,  r«]M>ntcd ;  and  yc 
wronjzvd  me  atill.  Will  not  her  broken  oathtt 
ding  round  her  like  a  corse  ?     Will  not  tier 
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wiKiliOod  be  pnid  liock  on  her  own  hriul'? 
Oil '  it  wiu  all  titc  doing  of  tlist  woman— and 
her  son.  Tlmt  son  who  g»ve  mc  place — who 
would  not  inu-rfere  with  me — nlcnt,  indiftcrent 
when  I  was  Dear;  but  when  away  pouring  his 
leprous  TOWS  into  her  e«r,  teaching  her  guile, 
n-ho  knew  no  guile  before.  And  doth  be  love 
ber  ?  Not  as  I  loved  her,  for  I  deemed  her 
true,  ample,  and  pure ;  he  made  her  faW,  and 
knowe  her  fnlec.  How  can  ho  trust  and  love 
her  then  iw  I  onoc  did?  Kf ouster,  and  fiend  to 
tcneh  tliat  gentle  heart  deceit.  It  ie  well  for 
tum  tJiBt  uiilc^  on  mitce  spread  out  between  as, 
or  he  cfaould  rue  tlic  triumph  of  his  arts. 
Ay,  and  he  may  mc  them  yet ;  be  and  bis 
wily  mother.  Tliey  are  trium}>hant  now :  but 
things  may  change,  Xo  wonder  that  their 
lettera  were  so  brief,  and  rare,  or  lost;  but 
Rtrangc  that  I  should  hear  no  liint  of  this. 
IKd  iMabc-l  Hu«p«ct  her  fiUeehood,  when  she 
said — I  will  think  of  you  ever?  Did  she  know 
of  this  double  marriage,  wlien  &bc  wrote?     If 
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80,  she  is  as  false  as  thejr.  But  tlivy  would 
scarcelj'  trust  so  mere  a  ohild ;  licri'afUr  aIjuh, 
will  learn  tlieir  serpent  wUce.  And  my  poOTj 
uncle — cheated — docwvod — told  of  tJie  world's 
reports— subduod  bj  teiirs — caught  in  the  enarc 
and  yot  iiot  knowing  it ;  loving  ma  still,  yet 
keeping  ini;  afur— boasting  of  miudiood,  and  yet 
*uak  in  second  clitldliood.  Loving  me  still ; — . 
he  tliinks  he  dooa,  but  had  he  loved  me,  or  her 
he  \o»t  m  he  once  did,  this  lia<l  not  come  to 
pns&  '  As  Clara  was  married  to  Mr.  Fleming 
my  absence  might  be  more  agreeable  to  all.' 
And  this  !»  all  he  says.  I  am  thrown  ofl  by 
both.  Ketum?  no;  not  for  long  years.  My 
uncle  has  a  wife — he  does  not  want  mc  now. 
And  Clara  hns  a  husband.  Do  thoy  think  tltat 
I  could  pfttiently  see  her  the  wife  of  another  ? 
Or  do  tliey  only  say  return  to  blind  mc  and 
ihewtHfld?  '  Wrilc—write  often  ;'  yes  I  will 
write  at  once,  tliin  letter  at  least  has  not  bocu 
losi,  and  shall  be  answered — uniiwcred  whilst  1 
retain  the  power  to  reply,  for  my  head  too 
x5 
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foelfl  odd — very  <M  :"  and  snatdiii^;  op  *  pen. 
Delava]  wroU;  Id  grief  and  baete. 


•'  My  flww  Uncle, 

"  I  wM  iiHlced  mucii  «u^ 
prised  to  learn  that  "Sin.  Fleming  ba<1  beoonw 
Mrs.  Morton^  and  can  ooly  liopc  tlint  yuu  loay 
Gml  your  liappinesii  increaaed  tbereby.  To 
Dicct  >Ir.  and  Ikfrs.  Gilbert  Fletubg  at  pret«nt 
niU9t  be  puiiiliil  to  m«, — >0Terw helming  to 
[lieiii:  I  iduill  ih^refore  avnil  iny»«]f  nf  your 
implied  itemuMion  to  rcmaiii  abnuul  for  Biitxw. 
time  longer  at  the  least,  oonclading  that  my 
IweBence  is  not  now  deeired  by  any  at  Morton 
Pnrk.  I  shnll  qnit  Naples  immediately,  lor 
the  place  h)u<  grown  hateful  to  n>o;  but  nill 
vend  you  my  direction  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
continue  to  write  uwnthly,  as  you  rvtinesL 
Aceept  my  gratpful  acknowledgment)!  for  the 
inrresHe  of  my  l>cfijre  hnndeome  idlowanoe, 
which  will  morv  tliiin  supply  nil  my  wnnts; 
tdtould  I  need  aid  tur  othcn,  I  will  avail  otyaelf 
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of  yoMT  furtJier  liberality.  SboukI  you  tlcsirc 
my  pr««encc  oow  or  htreafter  only  write  and 
tell  roe  so,  and  wlierever  I  may  bci  or  however 
oocu|ried  I  nil)  obey  your  «uniuioa«  on  tlie 
tnetant.  I  owe  you  n  debt  for  long  years  oi 
care  and  aftinstion,  wliieli  no  devotion  on  my 
part  can  erer  fully  repay.  I  went  at  your 
bidding,  I  trill  return  at  the  aame;  uid  let 
those  shrink  from  the  meeting,  who  have  done 
the  wrong.  May  you  he  long  preserved  in 
health  and  huppincM.  At  all  times,  and  under 
all  circum«tan4:cs>  I  ithal)  ever  remain, 

"  Yoiu-  grateful  and  aflectionale  nephew, 
"  MoBTON  Dllaval." 


There;  I  have  written  to  my  uneic — but 
for  my  new  aunt — not  a  word  to  her ;  I  will 
not  own  her — I  will  hold  no  communion  with 
any  of  her  family,"  ihouifht  Morton  Delaval, 
folding;  the  letter  in  linatu,  and  ringing  the 
bell. 
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tl:,  ^  Aikiua,  take  that  letter  to  tbe  post;  a&d 
get  every  thing  ready  for  my  instant  depftrtuie 
from  Najtlefl." 

,  ,,',f  Yc8,«u-.  Aiu  I  togct  tKadyrorEnglaBd?" 
enquired  the  wondering  domesUc,  balitncuig 
the  letter  iu  hiit  hitnd. 

"  No,"  answprutl  IX-luval  xhruplly. 
,   ,  "  Then  fur  what  phux,  if  you  |tlctuc',  rit?" 
.    **  Aiiywhere;   I  care  not,  so  thut  I  quit  tbie 
dctefitaUle  sptit.     Ask  nie  ut>  more." 

: "  But  the  ]iaBS]K)n«,  sir,"  said  Adams  rc- 
tipectfuJIy. 

"  A  plague  00  the  pa»s{K)rt» !  t4die  mc  whore 
you  will.  But  ntny.  Docs  not  a  )!lciuner  start 
ihis  afternoon  lor  Alexandria  ?" 

"  Yea,  air." 

'•  To  Egypt  tlten ;  to  learn  how  crocodiles 
weep  and  destroy." 

The  faithftd  AdaiiM  «tux>k  hi*  head  as  be 
left  the  room.  He  hud  uiurkvd  tlie  6n  in  hit 
iiinatcr's  eye,  and  the  •cariet  spot  in  tltc  ceotie 
of  hia  udlow  cheek  with  alarm ;  but  t]icre  was 
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thftt  in  liid  look  und  tone  which  liiul  forbitcle  all 
qucMtion  or  oppoallioii. 

A  few  kind  lines  to  Su^ui  EnHlIiup— « 
friendly  fjireweU  to  Busvin,  who  accoini>anii-d 
liira  to  the  veeecl ;  and  then  Morton  t)ela\-al 
quitted  Naples,  Waring  away  with  him  a  fe- 
vered iVamc  and  blighted  heart. 

The  fearH  of  the  faithful  Adams  were  not 
without  foundation :  the  fever  grew  in  Arength , 
threatening  for  a  time  both  life  and  intellect ; 
and  it  woj-  many  weeks  before  tho  enfeebled 
Deleval  eould  lucend  llie  >iUc,  a»  he  liad  pur- 
posed. 

Adantt  liad  written  to  Morton  Park  an 
iKCuunt  of  his  young  muster's  dunger;  but  the 
Ictlw  remained  unuaswered. 
'  '"  My  life  or  death  then,  is  beeomo  a  matter 
of  indifli'rence  to  my  uncle,"  thought  Morton 
Delaval.  '•  He  has  not  once  taken  the  trouble 
to  enquire  whether  hi«  nephew  Is  alive  or 
<lead ;  or  {Kirhaps  liis  letter  lins  been  loftt  like  «o 
many  former  ones,"  he  added  bitterly.  **  Well, 
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he  sludl  have  the  inoatUy  bulletin  aa  I  pttv 
mwed ;  he  need  not  read  it — uul  for  our  rnect- 
iD^ — wo  najr  nerer  meet  again.  It  U  a  mdan- 
choly  ibooght ;  but  I  mosl  nirrve  mr  heart  ta 
bear  it.  And  tbU  b  that  woman's  doiniD;.  I 
ahal]  iln-ad  bland  tones  and  blander  «bu1m  till 
my  dj-inj;  dar.  Kly  nocle  has  thrown  m«  olT 
— ahe  dwellii  ia  Kngtand — I  niuAt  beoootc  a 
citizen  of  every  land,  and  neek  oommnnlnn 
with  (he  wise  and  good  in  caeb,  lent  I  learn  tti 
bat«  all  maokind.  Away  otct  lofty  mountain*' 
and  burning;  sandB — away  from  the  thoughts 
that  would  madden  my  brain,  if  I  dwelt  upon 
them.  I  can  never  again  be  blest  in  tDdoleooe ; 
from  this  time  forth  tbeic  is  no  calm — no  idle- 
ness ;  but  action — action — such  is  my  doom." 

More  than  two  year^  bad  passed  since  Dela- 
val'fl  clc])arturc  from  England,  and  he  waa  ^ 
Hitting  alone  in  a  banilBome  apartment  at  on« 
of  tlte  best  hotels  in  Vienna.  Books,  papers, 
and  sketches  were  scattered  on  the  table  before 
him ;  and  be  was  directing  a  good  sized  {lackrt 
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to  Ernest  Gifibrd,  c»q.  Two  yean  of  siiU'er- 
ing,  thought  and  travel  hail  done  their  work  cm 
mind  and  liody.  His  checlt  waa  bronzed — hie 
form  more  manly  ;  and  the  inipreaa  of  chanu> 
tor  set  on  hia  once  pnafiionlees  hrovr.  The 
hopjiy,  thoit^htK!«»,  indoI1^nt  youlli  wqh  tmn^ 
formed  into  lh«firm,thinkiiiganilenergeric  man. 

"  H«re  is  iJonnthau  Willcitu,  Air,  hiui  t'uiind 
yoii  t>iit,  iind  u'it^hvs  [mrticularly  to  e{ie»k  tn 
yon,"  Hiiid  thv  faithful  Adams,  who  had  never 
(quitted  iiii>  youii^  tna»lcr;  tind  to  whoHc  at- 
tention,  iindvr  Pruv>dcnco>  hv  owed  hiit  reco- 
very firom  tho  foTOr  at  Alexandria.  "  The 
butler's  nopbew,  if  you  remcmlier,  ar,"  added 
the  vfdft,  finding  that  DeUvnl  made  no  reply. 

"  Docs  he  hring  a  raeesage  irom  roy  uncle?" 
enquired  Morton  abruptly,  but  still  bending 
over  some  papers. 

"  No,  sir ;  but  he  would  talk  to  you  about 
him : — he  hiia  left  >Iorton  Park  eome  months." 

**  Let  hira  come  in," 

*'  Now  for  a  trial  of  t)i«  rini)n««<*  which  1 
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bare  beea  m  Iob^  ttn^j^Un^  to  attam,'  tkouglit 

Morton  Debval,   u   the  duor  cloaed   belnitd 

Aduns.     -*  SioU  I  bluh  Gkc  a  giri  at  a  woni, 

and  let   the  noDonr  of  broken  T«wa  annaii 

nte  ?     Tbe   wife  of  aDotlwr — wliat  ia  the   lu 

me,  but  a  lalse-hearted  woman,  to  lie  abanned 

aaiJ  dcspiaed  ?     Sbame  on  my  heart  thai  Itears 

the  quicker  ai  her  name-     Shame  oo  my  tortt- 

mde,  that  feare  to  hear  her  mentioaed.     Have 

I  traversed  aaay  land* — bare  I  mingled  with 

many  men — bare  I  given  mrtelf  Hp  to  Ptvdj 

and  research,  and  all  in  vain  ?    "So,  do  ;  thie 

cannot — shall  not  be.    X  hear  his  step  upon  the 

•tain — I  am   not  one  to  fiiraiflh  je»ting  to  n 

iiiciiial.     Now  to  qucetion  nnd  answer  with  the 

Atoical  firmness  uf  an  nneient  Roman." 

**  Yes,  Mr.  Ocla^'al  is  changed,  oe  Adanta 
l-ri 
Bays :    lie  ic  browner,   and   more  mantjr,   and 

Aometbing  more,   though   I    can't   eny    whni. 

He    does     not   look    m    hnj^y    aa    he  used 

tn  do,  hut  more  grand  like ;  nnd  yd  not  proud 

cither,"  Boid  Jonathan  to  hiuntelf,  aa  he  watched 
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t.t.,, ,.,,':  "  ,  ,, 
Itb  young  niaater,  whilst  ho  gave  some  orders 

to  hia  valet 

"  Well,  Wilkias,  how  arc  you?  And  what 
brings  you  to  Vienna  ?"  cnqiunrd  Delaval  with 
a  kindly  smile  ;  but  a  emile  that  bad  lost  the 
brightness  of  hie  boyhood. 

"  I  am  very  welt  I  thank  you,  sir;  and  it 
liave  come   to   Vienna  with  Lord  Beaumont's 
family." 

**  What  left  Morton  Park,  and  your  wortliy 
uncle,  and  your  old  nuister  to  serve  a  strainer  ? 
— an  earl  ?  Ah  I  well,  it  is  the  way  of  the 
world.  You  thought  it  right  to  better  your- 
self." 

•'  La,  sir,  don't  you  know  iw  how  all  tht- 
aei-vania  have  left,  or  been  turned  away,  iioru; 
remaining  but  a  poor  scullery  maid  and 
footboy  or  so,  as  hod  not  got  no  spirit,  nor  no 
regard  for  my  poor  dead  missis,  nor  my  poor 
old  inn«tcr,  nor  yourself,  sir  ?" 

DelaralV  uncontmlhible  et«rt,  and  sudden 
duKhing,  showed  that  he  did  not  know  this. 
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*<  W&jr  (lid  all  letTC  to  good  •  Bcmoe, 
w  good  s  mwier  ?"  be  oiu)uir«d,  repnMiitg  oil 
a  bow  of  einotii)n. 

"  Some  fur  onr  thia;^  «ir,  and  aomc  for 
aDolhcr :  hut  it  una  all  along  of  tlie  seeood 
Mm.  Morton.  Tn  ihiiik  that  my  poor  inaater 
should  ever  marry  ngaiii — and  audi  it  womau 
loo  t  I  beg  your  {mrdon,  air,  for  speaking  ao 
of  my,  ttetters :  I  mean  »uch  a  lady.* 

"  She  fleemed  a  favorite  with  cTerybody 
when  I  left  England." 

"  Oh  1  sir,  but  none  of  us  know'd  what  she 
■waa  then,  with  licr  swoct  words,  and  her  grace, 
and  rU  that.  vVnd  U*  ihink  that  this  was  to 
wheedle  iny  poor  master  Into  marrying  her; 
nnd  to  coax  Miss  Ijuttrell  to  be  off  with  yoD, 
and  on  with  licr  own  ^on." 

"  Ilaro  you  any  proof  of  this?"  inquired 
Delaval  in  a  voice  which  Wilkins  conaidcred 
to  he  most  unnaturally  calm. 

"  VTlty,  no,  sir ;  wo  lian't  got  proof  of 
notliing;    that   is,   not    lawyer's    proof;    but 
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f  tthere  ain't  one  of  u«  except  th«  ecoUion,  and 

I  the  footboy,   that  doubU  as  bow  it  waa  ibe 

^H  nho  sent  yoa  away,  ami  keeps  you  away ;  and 
^™  got  Mlas  LultrcU  to  titkc  on  with  her  son,  and 
^^  '  turn«d  iiwny  all  the  old  servants,  tlut  she 
^H  might  pky  tliu  grand  lady,  and  manage  Mr. 
I  Norton  just  as  she  liked.      Wliy  slie  accused 

I  my  uncle  of  taking  the  wine — my  uncle  who 

^H  bad  been  biitler  to  many  ycar«  in  tlic  family, 
and  was  quit«  like  Aoe  of  the  family,  I  may 
aay,  and  Irnd  never  been  suspected  of  >uch  a 
thing  afore;  and  I  am  tun:  would  not  hftvc 
cheated  my  kind,  good  nuuter  if  bid  life  hod 
depended  on  it." 

"  I    am    certain    of    tliat,"    mid    Pclaval 
kindly. 

"  Tbaiik  you,  sir,  for  saying  »o,"  answered 
Wilkios  gnttefiilly.  "  And  it  wa.-^  nil  along, 
^air;  only  l»ocaa9C  my  uncle  hinted  to  Mi. 
Morton  tliat  there  was  some  foul  play  about 
the  furrin  letters;  for  Mrs.  Morton  even 
whilst  she  was  only    Mrs.    Fleming,  would 
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nlwaye  open  and  close  the  letter  bag  under 
prctCDce  of  saving  my  nirtstcr  the  trouble ;  and, 
my  uncle  says  ihmt  there  were  letters  kcjrt 
back  coming  and  going." 

"  Are  you  certain  of  this,  WilkiM  ?"  tukvd 
Dclaval  quickly. 

"  My  undo  ie  quite  certain,  eir ;  for  he  «iw 
Mr^  Morton  tearing  up  a  letter,  which  he  wiD 
swear  was  in  your  handwriting;  and  she 
turned  as  red  m  fire  when  He  caught  her  doing 
it" 

**  The  letter  book  muFt  prove  or  disprove 
this,"  observed  Delaval  thonghtfully. 

"  j\ud  so  it  would,  sir,  I'd  be  sworn  if  one 
could  get  at  it ;  but  Mrs,  Morton  poys  all  the 
bills ;  and  keeps  all  tlie  araounte." 

"  Indeed  I  How  Ion;;  luis  thi«  b«cn  tlic  case  ? 
I  thought  my  uncle  wiu  too  jealous  nf  any 
interference  to  admit  of  thi»." 

**  Oh  I  dr,  my  master  is  iadly  altered,  \ioot 
gentleman ;  and  by  what  I  hear  from  my 
uncle,  leta  Mrs.  Morton  manage  every  thing. 
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More  i«  tlic  pttj  that  lie  ever  nmrricd  her ;  fur 
she  aiu't  no  more  like  my  first,  good  mbtrcBs, 
tliau  H  fluted  article  is  to  real  eilver.  Mrs. 
Morton  lins  every  thing  her  own  way  now ; 
iind  my  uncle  bade  me  tell  yoU|  sir,  with  hie 
iluty,  that  he  h  certain  sure  she  has  act  niasler 
ogainat  you;  and  will  wheedle  him  to  leave  her 
all  the  fortune  !f  she  ha'n't  done  eo  ali-cady ; 
ii]  he  humhly  advisee,  sir,  your  going  to 
lorton  Park  directly,  and  crossing  all  her 
wicked  plots ;  and  iny  aunt  siiys  tho  aaue." 
"  'Wliere  are  your  uncle  and  aunt?" 
"  They  are  living  at  the  pretty  little  cottage 
III  Harwood,  sir,  which  my  good  old  mistrem 
gave  thcni  on  the  day  th«y  had  completed  the 
ihirticth  year  in  her  service." 

"  They  well  deaerred  it  |  and  long  may  they 
live  to  ei^oy  it,"  said  Ddavnl  with  tlie  same 
kind  manner  aa  before.  "  But  how  did  you  or 
your  uncle  find  nic  out  here  ?" 

•'  Why  a  cousin  of  ours,  Bir,  lives  with  the 
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how  Ito  fiuublu  drcadfull;  up  in  London; 
keeps  conijinny  tlint  hU  poor  wife  would  nol] 
liko  to  Kciir  of:  by  all  accoucta  he  led  a  ^1 
wild  lUb  afore  be  came  to  Westbourne, 
vriu  obliged  to  kc«p  out  of  tlio  way  of 
crediton,  till  bts  mothor  oould  wbeodlooverj 
Mr.  Morion  to  marry  her." 
^  "^  H«  I  luus  ho  grown  tired  of  her  already  ?] 
And  how  doce  Mrs.  Fleming  endure  thie  neg-| 

"  \'niy  Mrs.   Fleming,  yoil  know,  sir,  wnal 
ulwxy^  of  11  incck  disposition,  and  ao  she  eays 
very  little;  but  is  grown  titiuuer  and  paler,  and 
ill  ulwuys  erying;  the  villagers  all  »ay,  thai  she  , 
she  u  puuiHbed  idreiody  for  jilting  you,  air/ 

Dotiivid  writlicd  at  the  word,  but  made  ito>4 
i\-iujirk  I  and  aa  lie  wne  bcncUng  over  soow] 
[Mpera,  and  his  face  averted,  the  man  eaw  it  not ' 
and  ]>roc«cded. 

*'  You  hud  tiettcr  go  to  Morton  Park,  air, 
(Itractly:  .indfiod  you  had." 
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■ "  Kb,  no ;  I  am  bettor  ftway,"  cried  I>claval 
quickly,  waving  hi«  biuid  with  a  geeture  of 
in]|)ati«nc«  to  Htop  tlio  inijKirttiiuties  of  WU- 
kini ;  1)ut  Ii«  wm  too  icaIoiu  in  liis  cause  to  be 
easily  ulcncod. 

"  ln<le«(I,  iiideccl,  or ;  you  had  better  go  for 
my  poor  iniut«r'»  sake ;  be  may  not  else  lire 
loi^i  there  ia  no  knowing  what  Ibat  woman 
may  do  to  hiin,'" 

"  What  do  you  mc<ui'''"  quvntiooed  Delavol 
aharply,  turning  full  on  the  speaker  with  a 
soarcliing  gaze  "  You  cannot  mean  that  the 
would  attempt  anything  against  his  life" 

"  Not  cxaclly  kill  Iiini,  flir  ;  but  my  uocle 
thinks  ftlie  might  let  htm  (tie.  The  poor  old 
gentleman  is  very  i'eeble  they  nay  in  nitnd  and 
body ;  and  hoH  not  tlie  care  he  *liould  have." 

"  Where  i»  Doctor  Sale  ?  Surely  he  would 
see  to  that" 

"  Don't  you  know,  tdr,  that  the  Doctor  hod 
aa  estate  left  him  up  in  Scotland  ?     And   if  it 
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bad  a<it  been  so,  ebe  would  not  have  let  him 
ee«a  my  jtoor  iiutslcr  no  how ;  for  she  k«epa 
him  nwuy  all  t>y  hiiiiwlf,  wliiitt  alio  plays  the 
fine  lady  down  in  thu  drawing  room,  and  talk- 
ing of  her  love  tor  the  poor  old  gentleman  all 
the  tisif.  !  wi«h  wilti  oil  my  heart  that  the 
old  genllernAii  hud  her;  it  wwt  a  blade  day 
when  she  first  a«t  her  foot  innde  the 
door." 

"  And  doe*  my  uncle  submit  to  tliis?" 
"  La !  lir,  he  is  bedridden,  poor  gentlemao. 
or  next  Ihinc  to  it ;  and  not  clear  in  liis  head 
—not  nuwl  bat  chitdisli  like.  And  they  do  say 
that  he  ditl  not  rightly  know  what  be  nne 
doin^,  when  ho  signed  a  paper  last  July  year; 
and  that  lit»  witc  bad  frightened  htm  into 
it." 

"  What  was  contatne<l  in  tliat  paper  f 
'^  I  drtn't  know,  itir,  but  some  mid  it  wa«  a 
will ;  lawyer  Sain^bury  drew  it  np." 
"  "  Then   it  was  all    right    Sainebury   u   an 
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honorable  man.  If  all  u  M  you  say,  I  wondtr 
ho  did  not  write  to  me," 

*'  No  one  could  tell  where  you  were,  «r;  for 
Mn.  Morton  pretended  not  to  know ;  besides^ 
if  1  may  be  eo  bold  ne  u>  any  ho,  people  don't 
think  eo  well  of  young  Uwycr  Sainsbury  as 
tJiey  did  of  his  father,  who  died  just  a  week 
before  Mr.  Morton's  marriage." 

"  Sniiwbury  dead ! — Sale  gone  I — I  have  ua* 
deed  been  kept  in  the  dark :  my  uncle  may 
a«ed  a  protector." 

"  That  he  does,  bit,  you  may  depend  upon 
it>  for  over  since  the  signing  of  that  paper, 
a«  I  undcntand,  for  all  the  old  servants  had 
letX  before,  Mn.  Mortun  liits  never  been  at  the 
trouble  of  wliecdliug  my  poor  master,  aa  ahe 
did  before ;  but  orders  him,  and  every  body 
eUc,  just  oA  vlie  pleuM«.  And  she  keep  him 
up  in  tiie  ycUow  room,  at  the  end  of  the 
long  giUiery,  nway  from  evcrj-  one,  witJi  only 
iin  old  woman  to  wut  upon  him,  «  »erTant  of 
L  3 
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her  own.  who  they  do  fwy  kncnrB  more  of  her 
and  her  lale  )ius1>iuid  thnti  abe  would  wiah  to 
hnre  told.  Vou  know  (he  room,  «ur ;  it  waa 
where  roiir  great  grandfather  cUed,  who  was  an 
awful  man  ;  end  some  think  the  room  has  beca 
hsuntcd  crcr  rincc  ;  boweoniurcr,  my  poof 
master  omild  never  abide  it,  and  said  it  always 
gave  biu)  the  sbuddera  only  looking  into  it :  yet 
there  he  is  night  and  day,  for  be  can't  walk ; 
^d  there  is  nobody  to  lift  him,  and  it  u 
i-uough  to  amke  him  childish,  if  he  was  not  «o 
before." 

«  And  Clara — Mrs,  Fleming— docs  not  she 
iBtorferc?     Sho  M-bo  owes  him  so  mucb." 

*'  Lnuk  sir  I  Mn.  Fleming  vac  very  pretty, 
and  swe«t  tempered,  and  all  that;  but  tboo  ebe 
will  aln-nys  do  what  nnybody  tell*  her;  and 
Mr*.  Morton  don't  like  her  to  be  with  your 
poor  ancle,  who  would  have  been  moped  to 
ikath  long  ago.  some  tltink.  if  it  tuu)  not  boea 
tiw  MiM  Isabel,  who  sita  with  bira  half  the  day. 
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telling  him  stories,  or  singing  to  him  ;  or 
talking  about  you,  and  wutidcring  (liHt  yuii 
(lon't  come  bmJc,  »«  il'  she  did  not  kiiuw 
tfaat  her  wicked  auat  kept  you  iiwuy  ;  and  I 
naUy  don'l  beliuv«  as  liow  .ibe  does  know 
it" 

**  Aih)  does  Mn<.  ^Ivrtoii  ]>cnnit  hvr  to  be 

tb  my  u»clc  ?" 

"  W'by,  I  h<jar  »Iie  liad  a  tift'  with  Iwr  imni 
about  it  ;  and  «ai(l  it  was  a  duty,  Mid  the 
would  go ;  and  MJisti  Isnbol  has  a  good  «pint 
wbvn  iih«  tliiuks  tilie  is  riglit,  itll  viK-iit,  iiikI 
shy,  aitd  afraid  us  ehc  accms  Rouivtimes.  Many 
a  walk  has  she  takes  with  my  poor  maotcr, 
when  he  could  walk,  talking  to  liiin  of  you,  na 
you  dceerve  to  be  talked  of;  and  I  have  heard  dh« 
cried  all  the  time  of  the  marriage  iwrviou; 
and  told  Mrs.  Fleming  before,  that  shu  ul^;ilt 
not  to  have  jilted  you.  Oh  I  *h«  iig  »  very 
(liflerent  sort  of  a  per«un.  To  uiy  uiiud,  yuu 
may  trust   her.     Aud   now   she  gatlterd   biin 
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flowers;  and  it  wm  abc  who  hail  tba  arm  chur, 
t)Mt  my  poor  minreaa  died  id,  takm  up  intg 
lita  room,  bcoao^e  he  wished  it  bo  madt ;  and  ^a-l 
hanufan  and  tcad«  him  juat  ae  if  ohs  were  loai 
nwt)  child,  and  he  in  ItUle  better  than  a  diiU 
biniaelf  now,  and  ^tting  lesa  wtieilile  crerf 
day." 

**  la  all  this   true :  or  the  mere  repot  of 
ittuU«e,    or  over    xeoloiu    regard?''    saqniredij 
Dclavd,  struggling  to  eabdue   his 
ntid  ntaintain  a  ebuw  of  *»liniic«8L 

"  My  uncle  hmrd  it  all  from  a  M-mnt,  who 
was  cent  away  bcvauw,  bein^  in  tbe  paaaage,  ] 
and  hearing  Mr.  Morion  cry,  lie  went  into  bia^ 
room,  whidi  no  cue  is  allowed  to  do,  but  hit 
own  nurse;  and  there   he  saw  Mra.   Morton 
atonding  Iwfore  mj-  poor  ninotcr,  and  looking  in 
a  poteaon,    na  he    had    never  eeon    her  look.] 
before:  and  Ikc  heard  Mr.  Murton  Miy,affif  afatti 
had  threatened  him ;  "  forgive  mc  and  (et  me 
Bee  him  oncv  befor«  I  die." 
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111^'  Do  jrou  mean  tliat  slie  liail  duvd  to  tiireat«ii 
htm?"  enquired  DeluviU,  cloncbiug  bis  linnd, 
and  grinding  liis  bcel  into  tlie  ciu'[)ct. 
>^'".Sollle  uian  thought,  sir,  though  he  hiul 
not  heard  what  the  aud ;  and  she  ia  gouerolly 
the  auaa  mild  apoken  person  as  ever.  And 
•ome  do  wy  tlmt  thi:  old  iiiirec  drinks,  and  hu 
eet  the  curtains  on  fire  onoc,  and  i«  very  ltt»h 
with  biro,  and  doe»  not  lUwaya  slcqi  in  the 
next  room  lU  dhc  nhould.  Tor  tlie  nts  iwarm 
thcrVi  and  run  over  hi«i  lied ;  und  oiiu  nighl  one 
of  hi«  hands  v/a»  bitten,  an<l  he  had  to  fight  to 
save  his  fiice." 

"  Wretch  I  My«8t«r  I"  exekiuK-d  Morton 
Oekvol,  starting  up  la  rage  and  horror.  "  My 
poor  uncle  1  That  fiend  shall  rue  her  cruelty. 
Wrong  to  myself  I  could  have  borne — have 
b<mie;  but  not  wrong  lo  htm — so  kind,  so 
gcneroua." 

Hb  liand  wiu  on  the  bell  ere  the  words  were 
concluded ;   and  he  Itod  reached  the  door,  ere 


dnn.      I  Mi  gong  to  the 

1  wg  g«  tfa  fMniiwti  ynati 

aadjoo  oiB  feara  noHT- witli  WiUdnt. 

to  fMj  the  bilk.     Be  as  quick  aa  jva  tsD." 

"  y«a  nmydepaMlflD  tkatiRr;  I  oaly 

ygu  bad  gone  to  3Iortaa  I^ark  kiog  aaeB." 

—  Jt  ni^il  bsTc  been   beuer ;    uul  had 
kaoim    the    troth,    1    should    have   been 
Engbod  roonlhs  ago." 

A  abort  time  eofficcd  to  the  now  eoeegettc' 
Delaval  to  coodude  aU  needful  arnutgemciita— >  , 
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the  grftteftil  Wilkins,  after  a  few  more  ques- 
tions, was  dismissed  with  thanka,  and  a  faand- 
BOme  gratuity  ;  and  the  ^oiild-be  heir  of 
Morton  Park  was  on  hie  journey  homewards, 
long  ere  the  sun  had  set,  the  faithful  Adams 
having  been  even  more  than  usually  actire  in 
executing  orders  so  much  in  accordance  with 
his  own  desires. 

"  Mr.  Delaval  gone  T  repeated  a  liurGerman 
damsel  in  despair. 

"  Ay ;  and  gone  away  heartwhole  too," 
observed  a  Grerman  Count,  who  had  felt  him- 
self slighted  for  the  rich  and  handsome  young 
Englishman. 

'*  I  do  not  think  he  had  a  heart.  Had  he 
been  a  litUe  less  cold  and  indifferent,  he 
would  have  been  perfect,"  lisped  another  fair 
German. 

"  Did  he  resist  all  your  attractions  then?" 

'*  Not  only  mine,  but  those  of  the  whole  &ir 
world  of  Vienna.  Ever  polite,  but  never 
I.  5 
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rmprf^nf ;  with  a  curl  on  liin  Itp  when  bti  met 
beitut}'V  Htnili-,  M  if  lie  K^onKd  tb  |Kiwer.  It 
h  a  pity  he  had  not  n  heart." 

"  Perfmni"  lie  hiul  one  once  till  it  wiu 
steeled  agninst  your  tcx  by  fnlsehood  or 
cotiuctry." 

*'  Do  you  really  tliink  so  ?  Do  you  know 
anythii^  ?"  enquired  the  BaroncM  cfl^rly. 
"  I  should  not  hare  thought  thnt  any  woman 
ooulil  have  jilted  Iiim." 

"  Who  ifl  there  whom  women  will  not  jilt  ?" 
observfd  the  vexed  young  count  with  a  re- 
proachful glance  at  the  Ant  speaker. 

"  If  he  has  not  a  heart,  lie  hits  a  mind ;  and 
one  well  worth  poucssing  too,"  remarked  a 
learned  German  Profeanor.  "  I  have  nrely 
met  a  young  man  of  fortune  with  so  much 
talent  and  information." 

"And  Bueh  an  exquitiiic  iMte  in  every 
thing,"  added  tlie  Baronces.  "  They  nay  hiH 
fortune  will  be  imtuenve." 
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"  Will  be — I  prefer  the  present  to  the 
future." 

"  And  are  vexed.  Count,  that  all  do  not 
prefer  the  present  to  the  absent,"  observed  the 
Professor  good  humouredlj. 


TA}n. 
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CHAPTER  VnL 


The  day  was  faat  drawing  to  a  doae,  when  tbe 
boundaiy  line  of  Morton  Park  appeared  in 
ugbt.  From  a  further  couversalion  with 
WilkinB,  Delaval  had  learnt  that  his  aocle's 
health  was  in  a  very  precarious  state  i  and  the 
fear  of  arriving  too  late  to  receive  hia  blessing 
had  haunted  the  eager  traveller  throughout 
iim  whole  of  Ilia  hurried  journey.  The 
answers  to  his  queries  at  the  last  stage  had 
been  vogue  and  unsatisfactory. 
Mr.  Morton  saw  no  one ;  and  ihe  servante 
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reported  that  he  could  not  live  long,  and 
might  die  Id  a  moinvnt. 

This  last  stage  \t&s  lon^  nnd  hilly ;  tlto  unly 
horeee  that  could  be  procured  alrcnd;  half 
wear^ ;  and  th«  iinjtiitient  Dolaval  was  sorely 
fretted  at  their  lagging  \iaxe. 

"  I  can  hear  this  no  longer,"  Ite  exclaimed, 
Be  th«  carriage  reached  the  foot  of  a  etcep 
Bsceot;  **  Do  jou,  Adatnis  go  on  to  the 
house  by  lti«  mad.  whilst  I  cut  ncrosa  the 
park.  This  creep— creep  —has  put  me  in  a 
fever,"  aisd  springing  out  of  the  brilecha, 
without  waiting  to  have  the  att^pa  let  down,  he 
vaulted  over  the  ivoce,  ain]  disappeared  among 
the  trees.  ft 

It  was  rather  more  than  two  jcara  since  fao 
had  quitted  Morton  Park,  and  what  hod  he 
not  endured  it]  the  mterim ';  With  what 
different  proepccta  was  he  now  returning  I 
Hiii  uncle  was  estranged,  perhaps  an  tileol— 
perhaps  deotl.  And  Clara  had  broken  her 
Yowa — had  niarried  another.     The  dream  of  his 
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youUi  bad  been  broken— iu  joy  ov«nhadowod 

— iU  bright  hopes  blightotl — the  wJm  of  hie 
youJtg  iiMnliowl  for  uvor  (ketrojoJ.     Hu  bad 

been  8trick«n;  wul  by  tboee  wbom  bo  mt*t 
loveil  Iiiw]  the  atrokc  bwn  Jcall. 

t  It  WM  the  dusk  of  a  dull,  (Urk  vruit«r  thiy, 
Tlie  tfees  were  bare,  aave  a  few  dry  leaviM 
that  still  clung  to  the  stripped  bough«  with 
despoiling  iMjrtinacity,  wid  rattled  iu  ttic 
hollow  brc«zo  that  moaiiod  through  the  wood ; 
wliilu  tliOHC  wtiicU  Imd  already  f»llva  beneath 
the  wintry  blaatii,  crunched  and  crackled 
bcucath  liid  feet,  fl«  hu  passed  on  with  has^ 
steps,  iiis  direct  route  lay  across  the  church- 
yard,  in  which  stood  the  mausoleum ;  and  at 
he  nwred  the  lonely  cemetery  be  oould  dia- 
tinetly  hear  the  striking  of  a  spade  agiuiut 
■tone,  and  then  the  shovelling  out  of  earth. 

Morton  Delaval.  a^  we  have  cUcwhece  eak^' 
waa  of  on  imaginative  t«ni|>cnuneut ;  and  if 
suffering  and  an  actiye  life  had  made  the 
poetry  of  his  existence  for  a  time  subserrieDt 
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ite' painful  realities,  yet  still  the  faonlty  wi» 
there,  ready  to  be  acted  on  by  feeling,  or  by 
circuinatance.  He  jmuscd  in  his  mpid  ooune, 
and  )>ecred  eagerly  through  tliu  {lathering 
gloom.  H«nealh  the  ancient  y«w,  where  h« 
luul  often  gambolled  ae  &  child,  wot  an  open 
gnirc;  nnd  beside  it  the  figure  of  a  bent  old 
mnn. 

He  thought  of  the  fancied  corpae-liglit  at 
the  iimusoleiun  on  his  night  of  solitary  watch- 
ii^,  the  cvc  of  his  dcimrture — he  thought  of 
hie  uncle's  etat«  of  health ;  and  a  fear  and  a 
shudder  eame  acrus«  him.  Was  he  too  late? 
He  would  know  the  worst.  There  was  no 
other  hnmiui  being  within  sight — no  other 
Bound  i<nve  the  moaning  breeze,  and  the 
shovelling  out  of  earth. 

"  Whose    grave  is    that  ?"    he    demanded. 
[  ^p^pin^  the  arm  of  the  ecxton,  eie  the  old 
man  was  aware  of  his  presence. 

"  Lawk  !    how  you  frightened   me.     Who 
be  you  who  wants  to  know?"  answered  the 
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trouibling  gravo  diggerv'  'udang  a  »ec4>iul 
qaestion  by  way  of  r«{>ly,  aceonling  to  tbsi 
wunl  of  country  folk.  '>! 

<*<  Wliosc  gravo  ia  that  7"  demanded  Belaral 
afanoBt  fiercely.  a< 

if **  Wiiofle  grave  ?  why  old  Steiihcn  Uolliyw 
way's  to  be  sure: — whose  dw  ahould  it  bc!r 
We  don't  dig  grav«»  fur  living  uten.  And 
what  do  you  mean  bya[)Oiikingitteuch  u  fright- 
ful Tutn  i  Cnn't  you  luk  a  r|u<wliou  tn  a  civil 
way,  witliout  acrecching  into  one's  ear>  and 
griinng  one's  arm  like  a  UackaoiitJt's  vice?* 
replied  the  sexton  in  a  di«cuuteDted  tone.  '*  I 
declare  you  almost  frightened  one" 

"  Thank  Heaven !"   exelaimed  DuUval  fer- 
vently. 

<'<'  Well,  I  don't  aec  much  to  thank  hcaveit~ 
for  in  oM  Stephen  Ilolloway'e  death,"  inutMrod 
the  vexed  gra^'e  digger,  leaning  on  his  ipado. 
"  But  mayhap  you  are  young,    and  ri<:h,  and 
lia])py,  and  are  tliankful  that  another  is  tnkcn  , 
iostekd  of  you.     Ay,  tlwt  is  over  the  way  with 


THS   SXP&CTAMT. 


233 


the  jonag — tboy  think  it  hard  to  die.  The 
poor  aiid  tJ>e  old  luivc  tlicir  troublea — tltcy  are 
pushed  uidc,  mtd  Hhuiined  l)ecauec  tlicy  grow 
stapid,  and  it  is  hud  to  see  ihuso  whom  they 
have  watched  aa  babies  take  their  plaoea  in 
work,  and  in  sport: — to  Bee  others  stroi^,  and 
to  fed  youraeir  feeble : — but  then  the  old  luid 
the  poor  ore  ntorc  ready  to  depart,  and  My, 
God's  will  be  done.  .Viul  I  have  Lud  many  a 
one  in  tJie  grave  wIkj  bad  better  have  died 
when  a  child  in  his  mother'^  amis.  Not  but 
what  the  young  die  too,  I  have  buried  many 
younger  than  myself,  and  may  bury  many 
more ;  for  I  am  etroiig  and  hearty  still.  Mind 
you  that — the  young  die  as  well  as  the  old ; 
but  the  young  never  do  mind  this,  and  look  at 
the  old  aa  if  they  ought  to  die.  And  who  shall 
ly  when  he  may  be  called  ?  Why  old  Stephen 
"was  as  well  aa  oould  be— aa  well  as  I  am, 
three  days  ago;  yet  he  is  dead  now.  Died 
early  this  morning.  It  was  not  a  groat  wbil^i 
since — Ob  [  yes»  it  was  though— two  years  of,, 
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uiorc,  when  Squiru  Murtitii,  up  at  Um  gmi 
houtc  llicrv,  was  Uugliiii;^  wHIi  8U|>li4.'n  ukI 
boasting  of  hciug  stronger,  iuk)  iitiirrtur,  imJ 
jouogor.  jVod  HoUovruy  laugltcd  too,  sayioj^ 
'no,  no,  eir,  not  younger ;  wo  was  born  on  tbe 
same  day,  and  married  ou  the  emno  day.  Wben 
I  go — you  may  count  on  not  b«ing  long  afUr.' 
Born  on  the  saine  diiy — mnrried  on  the  same 
day.  All  1  I  mind  )u»  words.  It  would  t>c 
strange  U'  titey  duxl  on  tti«  eani«  day  Um>— 
would  not  it  'f  said  tiic  sexton  looking  curiously 
up  ill  the  palti  face  of  Detav-nl,  tlio<i<<:li  tbe  |;loom 
prevented  his  reading  iu  exi>rv>siuii  ck-nrly. 

"  What  do  you  mean  ?"  enquired  Oelaval 
witti  a  start  and  a  shudder. 

**  Mean  ?  Borac  folks  arc>  monstrous  dull 
of  Rotkn^tnndiag.  I  my  it  would  be  odd— 
wovldn't  it,  if  Squire  Morton  was  to  ilie  the 
same  day  as  old  Stophcn  HuUuwny  ?" 

"Odd!"  repented  DcUval,  in  »   tone   that 
might  vrcll  startle  the  old  man. 
'    "  Ahl  odd — strange  I  mean.    But  it  wnuld 
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be  a  sad  thing  loo;  for  there  never  wot  a 
better  g«ntleiii&it,  tliouj^h  he  thoaU  not  hftvc 
married  Bgian,  iind  f>cnt  nn-ay  his  ncvoy :  but 
they  do  aay  oa  liow  he  i*  vciy  mudi  changed, 
am)  has  never  been  like  Kimaclf  ninoe.  It 
would  b«  a  flod  thing  for  him  to  dip,  and  not 
we  hi»  nevfy  ngin.  Ah!  well,  go  when  he 
will,  there  will  not  be  ft  dry  eye  in  the  parish, 
on  the  day  of  his  funLinl,  unlcHs  it  ehould  be 
hta  wiie'a,  and  hU  wife's  daughter-in-kw,  who 
jilted  young  Mr.  Dela\'ni." 

**  How    ia     Mr.    Morton?"     enfjnired    the 
nephew. 

"  Why  it  ill  whUpered  al)oiit  tliat  he  ain't 
expected  to  live  long ;  but  they  have  said  that 
tlteee  many  montlis ;  Home  folkii  «pcnk  as  they 
wish.  But  bleae  tne,  what  is  the  timttcr? 
Vou  arc  all  of  a  tremble  I  see  now.  jVnd  who 
arc  you,  aekmg  so  many  queetions,  and  keeping 
me  idle?  The  mad  painter  as  ia  going  about, 
I  take  iL" 
•.  "  Mad  indeed,  or  foolish,  to  linger  thus,  and 
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to  tliiak  that  such  n  graie  eovHi  be  ius;  tie 
most  lie  there,"  siiul  DiUuvnl,  gUodog  at  the 
nuiusolcuni,  ood  uucoitBciously  uttering  his 
thoughts  aloui]. 

"No,  Ito  ain't  the  |>o«>r  piuntcr;  and  he 
oia't  no  fool,"  niuttcrvd  Ihu  old  acxtoo  to  him- 
Nlf,  lu  he  felt  tlw  moncv  which  Dclavsl 
left  in  hie  hand.  "'  To  bo  sure  it  could  not  bv 
the  J'oung  muter,"  he  added  a^cr  a  little  con- 
aidcmtioQ.  "  Nu,  m ;  niy  eyes  can't  be  growo 
•0  dim  w  that  comes  to;  nnd  yet  it  muit  be; 
tor  he  it  cutting  right  acroH  for  tlic  houee. 
And  to  think  that  1  should  not  have  known 
bhn  I  But  thcFo  I  daresny  he  is  chiuig^-d. 
Furrin  parts  do  change  peo|>le ;  and  it  is  diuk 
like;  no  cyesbutacafacKO  tee  in  thid  light;— 
my  eyesight  i«  very  goo<I  in  the  day  time — I 
can  read  even  now  n  little  without  «))cc«.  Well, 
I  am  glad  Mr.  Dchival  it>  comed  back :  and  I 
hope  he  wilt  get  bis  rights,  poor  young  gentle- 
mut,  for  he  haa  been  ill  u^cd  HMne  think." 

Anxious  to  gain  hi»  nnctc*«  room  unseen  by 
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the  fanulj,  or  domestics,  Delaval  entered  the 
back  yard ;  but  soaroely  Imd  be  adranced  ten 
steps  ere  tlic  rigUant  houee  dog  seised  on 
bis  cloak. 

"  1  inutil  be  cliangfd  indeed ;  and  return  as 
a  stranger  to  my  inotiier's  home,  unknown  tu 
■nun  iind  bcatt,"  tliougtit  Deliival  bitterly. 
**  TlMrc  were  to  have  been  gay  doings — a  fcaHt 
and  n  welding  when  I  cnme  bock ;  yet  now 
diere  is  no  voice  to  bid  me  welcome — no  eye 
will  brighten  at  my  ai>pro3ch  ;  and  iiietead  of 
ahoule  an<l  rejoicing  to  herald  my  sti'p«,  I  lun 
crci'iHng  in  like  a  thief  at  tlie  biwk  door.  Even 
Ihf  old  house  dog  regards  mc  sa  a  foe.  Vvi 
•hiuiiv,  Bruno  I  fur  shame  I"  he  added,  laying 
hi»  haod  on  tliv  dug'i  head.  "  Leave  faleehood 
to  men  and  women — you  should  be  trac.*'^"   "" 

The  old  dog  knew  his  vMoe  at  once;  and 
with  a  joyful  bark  of  recognition  jumped  on 
his  young  master.  '  " 

"  There  is  one  KtJIl  at  Morton  Park  who 
knows,  and  is  ghid  to  see  me :    I  connt  it  a 


338 


TUB  BXPSCTAHT. 


good  omen,"  anid  Morton  DokTol,  roturnin^ 
the  dog's  caresses. 

Th«  poeeeesoT  of  a  bandaoDie  ind«]>endciioe' 
— the  expectant  of  a  largo  fortune,  Itad  leoriit 
to  value  sincere  affecUon — ctco  tlia  affoction. 
uf  u  dumb  {uiimal. 

"  Hey  thy  I  tvbo  be  you  ciccpmg  up  the 
bock  stiiirs  in  tlio  duak?"  cnquin:d  the  footboy, 
n-liu  liiul  incurred  tlic  indignation  of  Willun« 
by  remaining  at  Morton  Park  afVsr  tiiv 
departure  of  all  tbc  old  scrianta.  "  You  ore 
cotning  after  the  pktti,  I  nuqwct" 

"  Get  yoii  gone  r'  cried  the  cxcilod  Dclaval, 
flinging  off  the  gnup  uf  tlw  iiupertinent 
footniao.  "  Buck  to  the  kitchen !  1  lun  uno 
who  has  a  right  to  be  here,  wmI  sliould  never 
have  lea  it." 

The  dincouifittcd  fuotraan,  rocogniaiitg  tba 
vcMOC,  slunk  back,  and  Dcland  went  on  Itis 
way.  As  he  reached  tiie  head  of  the  stein, 
the  light  from  the  great  hall  ittrciLDiod  up  from 
below,  and  lie  oould  hear  iIh;  clatter  of  knives 
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onil  forks,  and  of  m«rry  tongues  proceeding 
from  tho  dining  room,  when  tbe  door  was 
oeciwionnlly  opened ;  whilat  tho  steam  of  rich 
viands  eprend  around ;  but  there  was  no  sound 
from  the  old  iium's  room  ;  and  no  light  tbsliing 
beneath  the  duor. 

"  So  they  can  keep  je-rt  and  jollity  whilst  lie 
who  nindc  them  what  they  are — the  owner  of 
tJic  wealth  they  squander  thus,  is  left  alone — 
uneared  for,"  thought  ^forton  Dckval,  as  the 
echo  of  gay  laughter  ran  tlirough  the  eorridor.' 
'*  And  «lie  whtun  I  bo  loved  is  one  of  these  !" 
he  luldcd,  an  he  ginnced  towards  the  room 
where  lie  had  tiJtcu  his  last  farewell,  against 
the  door  of  which  the  lampa  from  below, 
slnauning  up  the  grand  ^Inircase,  shed  a  broad, 
full  light.  "  She  was  on  orphan,  a  beggar — 
they  gave  her  a  home— they  were  as  father 
and  mother  to  the  sad,  frientlless  girl ;  and  yet 
elie  can  join  the  cabal  ngainst  ihia  poor,  feeble, 
old  roan !  Others  may  hare  wronged  ua 
much;  bnt  she  luw  wronged  up  more  than  all," 
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Dark  and  heary  was  the  cloud  that  mt  ou 
hU  brow,  as  Iio  entered  with  a  timid  step  hie 
uncIcV  chamber. 

It  wm  a  largo  and  gloomy  room,  with  d«4c 
old  fashioocd  furniture;  a  bed  that  with  itv 
heav}'  draperies  looked  funereal,  aod  grim  old 
portraits  that  looked  cold  or  etcm;  faded, 
rccliii{;l<«i',  unearthly. 

And  then;  nrae  nothing  in  the  apartment  to 
make  it  Mcm  more  cheerful.  There  waa 
neither  eiindle  nor  lamp.  Tlie  fin;  waa  low  in 
the  grate,  and  nought  was  to  be  Men  without^ 
through  the  unshtitlcrcd  windows,  but  twi- 
liglit  gloom,  and  a  dark  grey  sky. 

"  Is  that  yuut  nurse  ?  How  long  you  hare 
been  coining;  and  brought  no  light  It  ia  eo 
dork ;  and  tite  ral«  have  been  nmning  otct 
my  feet.  They  wilt  eat  me  when  I  am  dead — 
1  know  they  will ;  and  I  am  sliivering  witii 
colcL  Put  me  to  bed,"  eaid  a  feeble  v<Mce, 
thai  came  from  one  of  the  windows. 
Dclaviil  could  not  tee  the  speaker,  but  his 
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wn^  and  tooe  were  iacxprcmbly  poioful  to 
hia  afiectionate  heart ;  for  tlie;  were  a  mingling 
of  cliiklUh  (Querulous ncss>  nod  cbildUb  fear  — 
of  Irritation  aud  di'ead. 

"  It  ia  not  aarae,  or  she  would  have  an- 
swered sliaq)!}',"  he  added  in  an  under  tone. 
"  She  never  thinks  of  my  ooniiurt.  No  one 
carv«  fur  iQv  now— no  one  but  Isabel  I«  it 
joii,  Isabel  ?"  he  couiinued  in  a  louder  voice, 
from  which  every  trace  of  terror,  peevislmess, 
or  discontent  was  banidied.  "  Is  it  you, 
child?  Xur«e  hoa  been  long  away,  and  it  is 
dork,  and  cold — so  cold ;  and  the  rats  arc 
runniu^  over  mc.  Come  hither  and  Atand 
beitidu  m<- ;  and  then  I  i<liaU  fcvl  hnppy,  and 
not  car*  for  the  darkness.  Arc  you  going  to 
pUy  Die  a  trick,  dear  Isabel,  hiding  behind  the 
curtains?  I  am  too  old  for  play;  and  so 
weary,  and  ao  cold .-  the  death  shiver  baa 
come  acroes  me  more  than  once.  I  eJioll  not 
live  long,  thotij;))  they  will  not  bdicvfi  tliat  1 
am  ill.     Rut  it  Is  not  you:  no,  oo:  it  is  that 
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Stern  okliiiiin  th«K,  ho  oftMi  ooiuea  tu  toy  nttc, 
and  wbu]>cni  —  DcIilvoI  :  unJ  says  X  hvn 
robbed  bim  of  )ila  iniitritanw ;  uiil  Mugiuvl 
— «li<.-  conicv  luo.  She  does  nut  apeak  ;  but 
»be  looks  rui>ivacbfuUf  into  my  Ciuse,  nod 
lihowe  Die  her  weddii^  riog,  Ob  I  wife,  witV, 
forgi^-«  me ;  and  prny  Uutt  I  n»y  soo  Dclavml 
once — only  oncu  before  1  di«.  But  Itc  will  not 
couic — lie  will  not  coiiw ;  and  lite  rata  will  c« 
Liiy  body,  and  1  ahull  not  rest  bcditlc  tht-c  in 
tl>e  grave ;"  and  wringing  his  hands  At  the 
thought,  the  |>oui-  ol<)  imin  bunt  into  a  cbildisli 
]>a««ioii  of  l«iu^ 

"Who  is  that?"  he  exclaimed,  t>I)rinking 
back  in  terror,  ta  Oela^-al,  unable  longer  to 
control  his  emotion,  rushed  towards  him.  "  Is 
it  you,  Samh?  Is  it  you,  Fleming?  I  n*ill 
be  sltll — I  will  not  couiiiUin;  only  don't  be 
angry — don't  leave  me  here  alone  in  the  dark 
and  cold  with  the  ruts,"  ho  continued,  cl 
his  bauds  in  8Up|ili4»tio»,  and  speaking  in  the* 
thrill,  timid  tones  of  frightened  childlHtod. 
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•'  II  w  I — DoliiviU— yftuf  nephew — the  cliild 
of  your  airu,"  replied  the  young  man  itit-x- 
prcwbly  tthuckuil,  kneeling  before  liis  uacle, 
um)  striving  to  take  hin  hands  in  hia;  but 
those  cold  imd  skinny  liaad^  were  withdrawn, 
■Lod  tlic  old  man  eauk  deejtcr  IjAck  iu  hia  easy 
dmir,  uiuticring  aa  he  did  »o.  "  It  ia  his 
ttpirit  cuine  to  reproach  tne—coine  to  take  m« 
Kwuy.  I  know  it  now.  Oh !  Margaret,  cutuft 
lieiwecn  ua,  aod  save  me.  1  have  beai  sorely 
punished  fur  wedding  another;  and  his  iithcri- 
tuoce  is  Hafe,  if  I  could  but  see  him.  I  would 
not  icll  thciii  anylliiug,  tJiough  they  threatened, 
ay,  tiireatviiei)  me  hnrslily.  Let  inc  ro«t  with 
you  ill  the  grave — I  ask  no  more.  At  your 
feet— not  beside  you,  if  you  do  not  think  me 
worthy,"  and  here  hit  t««ni  brokv  out  afresh. 

**  You  are  mistaken,  my  dear  uncle;  I  am 
Dclaval  himscltl     Do  you  not  Itnow  me  Y" 

**  No.  I  know  nobody  now.    I  am  growo 
foolish  they  say ;  and  it  is  90  dark  that  I  can't 
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Dcla%u)  couli]  not  reply — hu  humtt  ww  too 
lull  for  wonla ;  but  tw  ru»c,  stinxid  up  the  fire, 
tlirew  on  utorc  fuvl,  cIomkI  Ute  eliuttvrs  aixl  lit 
n  caudle  that  stoud  on  »  tuble  near.  What  h 
cimngc  in  tbe  owner  of  Morton  Park  dnl  ibe 
light  of  tttat  candk-  eIiow  him !  In  body  be 
wn»  little  more  than  tlie  sliadow  of  Ilia  i'otma 
self;   and  for   the   mind — Delaval  fe.iml  llmt 

^tlml  VIM  gone  for  ever.  He  had  {>een  harohlj' 
tlcftlt  »-iih— llnl  was  cerUiiu ;  uad  Iub  nvpliewV 
nelf  wioriGce  in  going  abroad  had  beeu  iniute  tn 
vain.  What  word  was  ittrong  enough  to  desig- 
nate the  conduct  of  lho»e  who  Itad  [>ractised 
Ei^ainst  (he  peace  and  eonifbrt  of  one  so  kind, 
•0  gentle  'f 

"  Do  vou  not  know  nie  now  f"  asked  Oelavid, 
Iwnding  over  his  uncle,  who  luul  watched  all 

'  hi»  moTcnientA. 

"  It  it-  tltc  kind  look  and  voice  of  Detaiol ; 

"Imt  I  wrote  to  him  long  ago,  and  he  did   not 

"oome;  and  they  lol<l  inc  h«  neier  would  conie 
buck." 
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Ia  a  lie  r  cs«kiuicil  Ddaval  pOMton- 
tHeXy.  "  Tliey  t«ld  you  )iil.->cly-  -they  tiiter- 
cvpted  our  letters,  t  would  have  «ome  from 
the  uttormoHt  piu-U  ol'  tlie  enrtli  at  your  bid- 
diDj;.  though  you  sent  me  away,  wedj«d  a 
wily  do«'ivcr,  niid  countenanced  Ckra'A  lldBe- 
hood.  I  licjinl  of  your  iUacett  at  Vienna — I 
heard  tliat  you  needed  nnd  wished  for  my  pre- 
sence, and  hurrit-tl  hlthc-r  night  and  day.  And 
now  that  I  nm  here,  my  unole,  will  you  not  bid 
me  weloomo  ?  Will  you  not  Ucm  inc  ?" 

"  Blesa  you  my  boy!  my  dear  Dchival,  I 
know  you  now,"  vried  the  tielightod  M  man, 
paaeing  his  arm  around  his  neck,  and  weeping 
on  hifl  ehouldcr.  "  And  you  won't  go  away 
again?"  he  asked  looking  eogcriy  into  hi:< 
face. 

"  Never,  my  dear  uncle ;  unlcM  you  send 
mc  away,  as  you  did  before.'* 

"Ahllhavc  never  been  happy  since;  but 
it  WW  her  doing — Sarah's  doing ;  she  Bret  put 
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it  into  my  Iicad  to  send  you  abratid  for  a  little 
wlitlc,  just  to  show  that  I  oould  mana^  thiup 
witliuut  you.  And  maiiy  u  time  I  was  goint; 
to  rtop  yoo ;  btit  ehc  looked  at  mc,  or  touciicd 
me,  or  I  tllOl^!llt  of  whnt  she  Intd  Mid.  I  dJd 
not  know  her  tlivu  — I  know  her  now.  Bnt 
you  will  stand  l>y  me,  Uelaval,  won't  you? 
And  Kcnd  her  away— not  l«t  her  ct>m«  near 
inc?" 

"  I  will  do  anything  you  wixh,"  «iid  Delaral 
soothingly,  nnxiouii  to  calm  th«>  fenrs  whioti 
ehook  his  fecWe  framo. 

"  And  will  you  [iroy  Miti^rct  to  forfjivc  me 
tor  murrying  her  ?  Shv  whccdiixl,  and  wheedled 
and  talked  of  my  lost  wife  till  I  knew  not 
what  I  did ;  and  then,  when  tJie  wac  miKtreee 
of  Morton  Park,  slic  sent  nvay  hII  tlic  iJd 
iN>r\'ants — Barnes  and  tdl ;  and  kept  me  from 
my  friends,  and  ordered  every  tiling  jiirt  as  the 
pleased ;  and  put  me  np  liere  all  by  myKlf 
with  thnt  horrid  nurec  ;   and  ehc  an<l  her  eon 
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I  tUmiU'iioi]  mo  to  keep  mc  quiet :   but  lliU  wn* 

I  uitKT  tlkcy  iiiul  coiLXcd  »vd   tcrrifivd   inv  intn 

^^       NgiuDg  a  paper. 

^H     I     i^V^^liat  was  in  that  paper,  my  ilear  uiick-?^ 
^H  "  I  don't  r«]n«]nber.     I   don't  remeiutiev   a 

great  luanv  things,  though  I  am  not  cliildiali 
a.t  they  nay;  but  I  knew  it  would  not  do  ymi 
Any  liaiiii.  or  1  would  not  have  figoed  it,  l«t 
Uieiii  c^iax  vr  tlireatcu  ae  they  would.  I  had 
secured  it  nil  to  you  before  j  but  they  did  nut 
know  that.  I  cheated  ihcm  tbcrc :"  aiwl  the 
old  man  chuckled  at  the  thought.  "  But  where 
J8  your  wife,  Uclaval  ?" 
(.I**  Wife  I  1  have  no  wife.  Miss  Luttrell 
(.married  another,  and  you  were  at  the  wedding. 
Do  you  not  remember  ?" 

"  Bat  you  had  given  Clara  up  before  t)mU 
and  were  going  to  marry  aomclxxly  eUe — I  urn 
sure  they  told  mc  80."  „  ,^,  ,„, 

"  They  lied  who  told  you  so :  and  knew  they 
lied  whilst  telling  you.  We  were  pledged  tii 
each  other  by  soleuin    vowe — ah«  haa  broken 
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I)cr«  witiioul  b  cnu«c-,  mkI  tlie  cune  uf  deccil 
and  I'iiImJiouJ  n»U  tijiuii  licr.  I  knew  nought 
of  her  change  till  jour  letter  infoniMul  inc  of 
her  tiMuriagc." 

*'  Poor  li«art  I  Pitor  honrt  T  said  Ibv  old 
iiuui  wccpiiig  for  aymimtby,  and  stroking  lii« 
ncp)icw'«  uin  M  a  child  caresses  what  it  lores 
and  foctcra.  "  Tlicy  nhould  not  hav«  married 
if  I  linil  knvwii  tluit." 

DcUral  was  deeply  moved,  nod  turned  away 
to  cwiiccui  his  umutiuii.  AA'hat  falechood  and 
trcnchcn'  Iiad  been  «nipIoycd  against  biin  I 
What  Dkilful  plans  had  been  )ud  for  his  nun  I 
And  the  principal  agent,  if  not  the  fratner 
of  tho  plot,  was  she  whom  he  had  well  nigh 
Vronihip[)cd. 

"  [Md  Clara  tt-Il  you  tluis  cir  ?"  he  demaiiil.-<l 
abruptly. 

"  No,  1  think  not ;  they  told  me  nerer  to 
fay  aoythiitg  to  her  about  you,  and  tlicn  they 
hurried  up  the  marriage  at  once  — hers  aud 
BURfi  iMjo.    It  WM  bod  worif,   Dt-lavul— very 
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hoA  woA ;  1>uc  now  ^oii  are  coni«  book  it  will 
oil  go  right  ngniit.  You  will  send  tliciu  nwny 
—all  of  tlicm — aU  but  Imbcl,  iind  shv  shall 
livu  with  u«  here ;  anj  wc  will   all  be  happy 
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gone ;  Iiut  comfortable,  and  perhnpa  c)i«erfu1. 
And  you  won*t  let  that  old  man  frown  upon 
me  as  he  often  doe*,"  pointing  t«  tli«  picture 
of  bis  wife's  grim  grandfather.  *'  Tou  won't 
let  him  come  nnd  etftro  at  mo  with  hU  Urge, 
gUesy  eyv*  till  he  inakc»  mc  aliitost  mad?'* 

"Huuhl  hugh,  my  dear  uncle!  You  have 
been  ill — thin  ia  all  a  mere  fancy.  That  is  but 
a  picture— it  eaunot  come  and  ataro  at  you." 

"  Tee,  but  it  doee,  DelavaL  Don't  say 
that  it  docs  not,  for  it  does.  I  bogged  them 
to  take  it  away ;  or  put  mc  somewhere  else  ; 
but  they  would  not.  And  it  is  frowning  upon 
me  by  night  and  by  day,  liecnusc  I  married 
that  woman,  nod  sent  you  abroad.  X  sec  it  tn 
the  dark,  when  I  can  see  nothing  else.  There 
it  u  looking  at  nic  now;  but  it  docs  not  dare 
»  5 
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frown  MDoe  you  arc  «omc  back.  And  Mnr- 
gnret  too — Uiere,  in  her  own  cbtar.  Don't  you 
twe  her?  But  «ha  it  smiling  uul  happy  now, 
bocaiwc  you  Krc  here.  Blew  you  for  ooming  I 
Th«y  wouUl  not  let  nic  have  that  chuir  st 
fii«,  but  I«Bbel— dear  Itubel  brought  it ;  aiid 
she  brings  mc  flowers  urcry  day,  ontl  talks  to 
mc  of  you.  No  one  has  ever  eat  in  tlint  chair 
xincc  Margaret'))  death ;  and  do  one  ever  t\ud\ 
lu  long  as  I  live,  for  eW  often  eita  there  her- 
self, as  tiK  is  sitting  there  now,  hearing  nil  wc 
My.  Do  not  go,"  he  continued,  as  Dela^-al 
turned  niido  to  conceal  his  pain  at  tJiis  prool 
of  his  unclc*8  wandering  intellect.  "  I  am  noi 
childish,  iw  they  say ;  hut  only  stay,  and  you 
shall  order  every  tiling  just  as  you  please;  and 
we  will  have  a  great  feast  on  your  birth<lay, 
and  you  ahull  be  uuisler.  Only  stay  with  mc 
— do  stay — you  dont  know  what  I  have  had 
to  Iwar.  The  nit« — the  horrid  rata — they 
oome  round  tne  and  over  hm, — they  bite  me — 
they  gnaw  mo,"  Ik  oontinuod  with  n  shudder, 
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clingiog  with  tcrroi  to  hU  nvplinvt'a  »rui.  '•  Ii 
ta  not  hncy — it  is  not  indeed.  I  luivw  ))myed 
night  «od  day  to  see  you,  though  I  t^rov/ 
oontuanl  aonietimea,  uid  don't  know  whnt  I 
ain  praying  for.  God  forgive  me  1  but  I  sucm 
clearer  now ;  and  hark — tlie  ruto  arc  all  goiw. 
You  won't  Ie»ve  lue — will  you  Y" 
"  Never !    ucvcr  I"    cxuliunicd    tlie  iigitatud 

"  DIefB  you !  bless  you  I  But  bush !  .lome 
one  is  coming.  Hold  me  tight.  Doa't  let 
itbem  Uike  me  away.  Oh  I  it  ia  only  Isabel. 
Imbel,  dear  child,  come  iiere  1"  and  his  touo  of 
t«rror  gave  place  ou  the  instant  to  one  of  cou- 
fiding  aflection. 

"  I  will  come  directly,  dear  uikIi;  ;  an  wwn  lu 
I  havQ  closed  the  door.  1  wanted  to  come 
before,  but  my  aunt  said  I  must  wait  till  dinner 
vma  over,  so  I  liavc  brought  you  sumo  nieu 
cakw  to  make  up  for  being  so  late." 

"  Thank  you,  d«ar  Isabel ;  but  I  don't  care 
-for  the  cakea  now.     I  shall   have   every  thing 
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I  like  to-morrow,  aihI  annn  UrvU  altatl  tiever 
oome'near  tne  tigwii,  iior  your  muni,  iu>r  your 
cousin,  nor  uiy  one  Ijut  you ;  and  you  ^iinll 
five  wUb  ua.     Herv  U  Ddaval  come  ImcIc." 

"  Mr.  UeUvkir  ttxcUintpd  Imbel  tii  wonder, 
mifung  ber  eye*  for  the  first  time,  anil  itux-tin^ 
Morton's  «te«(!y  gn»-.  "  Oh  1  I  nm  so  ^ImH." 
l'''Th<:  cakw  and  t)i«  oanillv  wvie  placed  on  the 
iMc,  iind  botJi  hiinde  held  oat  to  welcome 
Iiiin. 

"  AikI  when  did  you  come  ?"  ihe  asked,  up 
he  pressed  Iwr  hands  in  eileoce. 

"  About  half  an  hour  since." 

"  And  you  never   wrote  to  tell  us  of  you " 
coming.     Tbnt  wns  unkind.     But  I  knew  yuu 
would  oonie,  us  noon  ne  you  could,  tl>o»g1i  my 
ttmt  atx)    cousin    luid    no;    for    you    never 
answered  their  letter*." 

"  I  never  received  thein,  Iwibcl." 

"  None  of  llicm  ?     How  cotdd  that  be  T 

"  Thiit  tlii-y  Clin  heit  tell." 

'*  And  why  did  you  not  write  to  say  thnt 
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you  were  coming ;  that  I  might  have  counted 
the  days  and  hours ;  and  watched  and  listened 
for  your  footstep." 

*'  There  was  no  time  for  delay ;  I  travelled 
as  quickly  aa  a  letter  would  have  done.  Be- 
sides my  letters  were  always  lost,"  he  added 
sarcastically. 

"  Yee :  I  wonder  how  so  many  came  to  be 
lost — it  was  very  uofortuaate,"  s(ud  Isabel, 
looking  up  in  his  face  with  an  innocence  which 
acquitted  her  of  all  shore  in  the  plots  against 
him. 

"  And  would  you  really  have  watched  and 
listened  for  me  thus  ?" 

"  Can  you  doubt  it,  when  I  owe  so  much  to 
your  kindness  ?  Could  yon  think  that  I  should 
change  ?" 

"  Why  you  are  changed,  Isabel ;  more  than 
I  could  have  imagined  possible.  I  lefl  you  a 
sickly,  dowdy,  awkward  girl — I  find  you  a 
healdiy,  gracefui,  attractive — woman,  I  suppose 
I  must  call  you  now." 
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Itahe]  excuanglj-.  "  S)i«  known  too  tliat  inucJi 
of  niy  time  is  spent  with  my  uncle,  and  he  (]o«> 
not  wish  to  see  her." 

"  A  wife's  fitting  pUco  U  beside  her  sick 
hiuband ;  and  thcro  n*as  a  time  when  she  vm 
nil  derotion;  but  ehe  has  gained  her  «ndii,  aatl 
need  n-cur  tlic  mn«k  no  longer.  It  U  she  who 
hue  reduced  inj-  uncle  to  whiit  he  i&  Let  her 
look  to  it  1  The  nvongcr  is  come !  Your 
aunt  is— but  I  ei)are  you  iti«  poinful  iruih  for 
the  sake  of  your  kindness,  to  tlmt  poor  old 
num."  he  midcd  more  gailiy,  ftceing  that  Isabel 
shrank  back  in  fear  and  sorrow. 

"  Poor  Ifobel !  Don't  rex  poor  Isatiel ; 
she  ]«  a  good  child — a  very  good  child,"  said 
Mr.  Morton  caressingly,  drawing  her  towanU 
him,  and  kitving  nwuy  the  tears  cnused  by 
Delaval's  buntl  of  nngcr. 

Dolavnl  wae  nlcnt ;  but  he  looked  on  the 
old  man  and  the  young  gtri  with  afiection«te 
admiration.  leabcl  neither  Imd,  nor  ever  could 
have  the  exquieitc,  tlic  dazzling    beauty   of 


Clara  LuttreU.  Her  cucnptcxton  uroa  Icit 
brilliant,  her  features  less  i»ertoct ;  but  there 
W114  a  louk  of  tniiigled  ciierg}-  uad  jweetiiew, 
of  intcUnct  and  genileiiesa  whtdi  rciiik-rLtJ  ber 
particularly  itttnictive  to  thotte,  who  valued 
ex)>rv»ai4>n  above  mere  fomi  ami  oolouriitg ;  and 
tliOFC  v/ae  something  peculimrlj  touching  in  the 
liiinibltf,  but  gmteful  aileclion  with  which  she 
returncil  tliu  old  iiutn's  kind  cnrctwcs. 

"  00  not  cundciiin  tuy  nimt ;  I  have  often 
heard  h«r  wLih  Tor  your  pr(?»ciic<:,"  pleaded  the 
Btiil  weeping  Jsubc-1  in  trembling  tones. 

"  At  ]vtiifl  I  will  not  condemn  yoiii  dear 
child,"  8<ud  Uelaval,  laying  Iiitt  Itand  cnn»>eingly 
on  her  head,  as  he  had  done  »t  their  parting. 

Isabel'e  grateful  look  nnght  have  touchinl  n 
stoic. 

"  You  must  tnukc  allowance  for  a  little 
iMttcrncM ;  she  robbed  ine  of  Clara." 

"  Clara  w«e  changing  crc  you  wont  away ; 
And  tb«y  said  that  you  had  diaoged  too." 
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"  It  ta  false  I    Bat  yoiir  nunt  Iula  been  kiul 
to  jrou,  baa  alte  not '/" 
'•  "Yes;  kinder  and  kinder  eva^  dny," 

"  And  lieuoe  you  defend  lier.    Take  bced 
that  r)ic  inakca  you  not  false  aa  bcraelC" 

"  Huflh!  ahe  ta  coming,"  cried  tlio  old  mati 
tn  ftUnn.  cJiiiging  In  fear  to  Delavsl's  arm. 
"  Send  Imr  away,  Isabel !  Oli  1  it  La  too  IhIb. 
Stand  before  roe — hide  me.  'I'licre — t 
stiuid  hand-in-hand  ho  tluit  s])o  may  not  see 
mc." 

I  "  Fear  her  not— her  rule  is  over.  Shew 
tliat  you  are  no  longer  in  her  power.  I  will 
protect  you  against  all  your  oppressors,"  sotd 
Dulaval  unoouragingly. 

"  Will  you,  Debval  'f  Then  I  am  not  afraid 
of  any  one,"  and  the  old  nian  drew  himself  u[) 
with  a  bolder  air,  tltougli  still  retaining  thn 
hands  of  Isalwl  and  hi»  nephew. 

**  I'lus    ia    nn     unex])cctod    plooaure.    Mr^ 
'Dda>-al,"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Morton  tnberbbDdast^ 
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tone,  advancing  towanla  the  group  with  ber 
usual  gtaoG,  aiu]  with  a  couutcuanco  that 
^louett  no  etgn  of  vexation  or  ciiibarraaement. 
(**  I  wn£  only  this  inatant  made  aware  uf  your 
arrival,  or  would  have  ba«tcnod  aoonvr  tu  bid 
you  weloopoc" 

■ir.P  I  doubt  it  not,"  answered  Dcluval  sarcaa- 
ttcoUy.  "  But  pray,  madam,  let  not  the  wish 
to  wolcotne  me  detain  you  from  your  guc«t«. 
This  is  A  lonely  chamber ;  and  my  unclt:  nculs 
not  your  jirescnce." 

"  The  gucata  whom  T  was  perforce  obliged 
to  in\'ite,  must  give  place  to  the  much  esteemed 
'  relative,  whom  I  am  bo  ghul  to  receive,"  repUod 
Mrs.  Morton  with  allcctionato  courtesy,  re- 
solved w  it  eeemed  to  perceive  no  coldne««. 
"  You  should  have  told  us  of  yotu-  coming  that 
ve  might  have  gii-eu  yon  a  more  fitting 
reception.  Vour  good  uncle  boa  been  long  ex- 
pecting you ;  bat  I  hope  your  e>udden  arrival 
may  not  prove  injurious.     Ho  ha«  ^lUl'ered  so 
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mudi  frcHii  your  long  abacnce  and  Bitcnoe,  tlmt 
I  lear  you  will  liiid  liiiu  grcaly  ftltercd." 

A**  Greatly  altere^l  indeed ;  but  we  liiffor  a»  to 
tlie  cause  of  Hm  aiteration.  Solitude — n  lonoly 
chajiitfef— a  careleas  uune— a  dejirivation  of 
tlic  oomforta  bcfittiuj;  liia  wcaltli  iind  agct 
wiUi  hareltnciu  from  thoec  wlio  ncr;loct  and 
tttrcalcn,  wliilst  bnttening  ou  the  fortune  whicb 
they  owe  to  hiin,  ituy  better  n«oount  for  tlio 
change  so  painful  to  tliust-  who  rciUly  lovo 
him." 

"  You  give  too  full  crudenoe  t«  the  oom- 
platnts  of  a  fccblo,  and  pL-cvisb  old  uflc ;  u  few 
words  will  explain  all  tliiB,"  obwrvod  the  lady 
ID  the  i!anio  bland,  inea«»rcd  Ioum,  though 
with  a  slight  tinging  of  c-alour  on  her  before 
unuHonlly  pidlid  eheck.  "  Isabel,  my  dear, 
you  liiid  better  tnke  my  place  in  llie  diawiiig- 
tooau" 

"  No,  na  Don't  go!"  whimpered  Mr.  Mor- 
ion, treiiibtiDg  as  bo  had  long  eincc  Icameil  to 
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do  nt  bin  wifWa  vuico.  and  clM|)ing  more  firmly 
the  luiid  of  ImIicL  "  > 

"  Yet,  my  (loar,  »hc  litui  Ijctlcr  go  tbt  the 
present ;  «iio  isxn  rvturn  to  you  shortly,"  «iid 
Mra.  .\lorUiij  in  her  Btveetest  tones — the  tones 
that  liiul  won  liini  to  luk  liur  hand. 
1 1  rt^  Your  ouDt  w  ri^lit;  you  lind  bolter  go. 
Somi?tliin^  nmy  bu  wiid  tliiit  would  pitin  yoa," 
rcniitrkvd  Morton  Delaval  in  tuisner  lo  Isnbel's 
appealing  Look. 

"  If  Delaval  says  so,  it  rauet  be  right," 
retniirkod  Mr.  Morton,  perfectly  satisfied. 
"  Heaven  bleae  you,  love  T  he  added,  kitsing 
bt:r  affvctionately,  as  was  hia  wont  when  she 
Iwii  liiin  ;  and  kissing  lier  tvf'tee  us  if  (u  make 
uiueuds  for  iJiti^  sending  hei  nway. 
•"Inibcl  dqiart«d;  but  it  was  with  a  heavy 
heart ;  and  aa  she  turned,  ere  closing  the  door, 
elm  «utv  that  the  eyes  of  Delavol  and  his  uncle 
had  fcJlowed  her.  From  eomc  involuntary 
fvvling  she  wavi^l  her  hand  in  ndieu,  and  the 
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action  wiu  ivtiiraed  with  a  look  of  nffecttoa  by  ' 
both. 

Tfaere  w«a  Hilence  AinoDg  Umbo  vbom  she 
liad  ]«tl  till  her  liglit  trend  wiw  no 
liMfd;  nnd  th«n  that  silence  was  Invkes 
Mn.  Morton,  At  tlie  wtmd  of  whose  voice, 
melting  nnd  »oft  na  those  itocents  wero,  the 
look  of  nfloclionntc  rcfpird  dlrappearod  from  the 
faeeeofboth  her  liearcre.  Mr.  Morion  ctuog 
to  his  nephew's  arm  in  fcM* ;  and  n  stern  fmwn 
c'iune  on  Delaval'a  brow. 

"Your  lonjr  ahaenoe,  Mr.  IMtivftl,  not- 
withatnnding  mr  dear  huaband't!  repeated 
requests  that  you  would  return,  will  oblige 
me  I  fear  to  enter  into  some  explanattons, 
which  may  prove  puinfiil  to  boA." 

"  I  retiuirc  no  itxplitnntions,  madmn,"  replied 
Ddnval  interrupting  her,  al»rmod  at  the  ia- 
<Teaaing  agitalion  of  bis  iinole.  "  I  know  oU  ; 
iind  will  i<)inrc  yon  ihe  trouble  of  inventing 
funhvr   falsehood* — mr     tiocle,    the    (min   of 
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listening  io  one,  who,  haviog  odcc  used  tliri;aU| 
can  110  longer  bfi  heard  with  pleasure.  Lcstc 
us  now,  nukdiLni ;  il'  not  for  your  own  enke,  at 
IcMl  for  llic  9ak«  of  liiin  wUoni  yoitr  bunfaneM 
hus  n-duciol  to  his  ])re«ent  feeble  HUitc  At 
soum:  future  time,  I  wilt  hear  all  you  ean  vrge 
il]  your  ilcfciice." 

">Thi4  is  etrango  language,  Mr.  Delavol ; 
and  you  inay  rue  it,"  exdaimed  the  lady, 
whLlsl  a  etunu  of  passion  8U'e])t  across  her 
features,  [laseing  away  so  suddenly,  aa  to  leave 
no  trace  of  the  whirlwind  gust  behind.  The 
next  instant  her  manner  was  sm  bland  as  ever; 
nud  Delavul  itliiioijt  doubted  if  his  eyes  and 
eara  had  nut  deceived  him.  There  was  nothing 
to  tell  him  tlmt  he  had  seen  and  heard  aright 
save  Mrd.  Morton's  deadly  paleness,  wliicli 
was  frightful ;  and  her  husband's  more  eager 
clutcliin^  0^  ^<»  nephew's  arm.  ISrought  up 
from  hvr  very  childhood  to  control  all  show  of 
cmotjou,  Itei'  features  iis  well  ta  her  wordo  wore 
generally  tmder  cotupletc  eomroand.  Slic  too  fvtt 
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that  Ddkvs)  was  di&Dg«d ;  tbtt  be  w-fis  not  to 
be  n«llcrcd— Qot  to  be  wheedled  ittio  bei 
viewi!  \yy  »aj  common  art*.     But   who   could 

|ut  licr  wilcsi  when  ebc  cxciU-d  all  hex 
powi-n  ? 

"  It  IB  Htmngc  Iniigiiogv,  madiun ;  and 
Btrnngcly  true.  You  «oc  how  your  presence 
ulannM  a\y  uncle ;  Imrc  u«  I  entreat,  na^r,  t 
commuid  you.  Leave  usi — lest  you  kill  tbe 
body  as  you  h»ve  dcstroyul  t}ic  mind :  leave 
m!— IcBt  1  should  be  tempted  to  utter  words 
whicli  I  would  not  willingly  vao  to  n  wooian." 

"  You  are  deceived,  Mr.  Delnval,"  luiid  the 
lady  after  a  raoment'i  pniwe.  "  Your  dear 
unclc'H  agitation  prooeedit  not  from  a  dread  of 
my  prcecnov :  h«  hm  liceii  oficn  thus  of  lata 
witliout  a  cau!»e.  Leave  him  to  my  ailoctton- 
Rte  care,  and  lie  will  ioon  grow  enlin  ngaiat 
your  eudden  arrival  has  overwhelmed  him  as 
I  feared  it  woidd.  T«ll  your  nephew,  my  de 
Morton,  that  you  would  mtJicr  bo  alouc  with' 
n*e  lor  a  short,  time  to  recover  your«l£" 
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"  Scnil  tcr  aw»y !  BenJ  ber  away  I  You 
proiiiued  that  she  should  not  touch  mi:,''  lix- 
claimeJ  Mr.  Morton,  clingiug  in  rcduublc-d 
terror  to  Delnval'i*  arm,  Bud  shuddering  as  hie 
wife  advanced  lowaoU  him,  fixiog  the  Btendy, 
threatening  gaze  ui>on  liini  with  which  she  had 
leamt  to  control  hia  n-iU. 

The  piteoue  pleading — the  convulsive  cling- 
ing of  thi:  poor  old  nmii,  ruu«cd  Dvluval's 
indignation  to  atill  more  energetic  nieasurea. 

**  I  bade  you  leave  ue,  madam,  lent  I  should 
be  tempted  to  use  harsh  tenna ;  since  you  will 
abide,  you  have  none  to  })Unic  for  the  conse- 
qucucte  but  yourself.  I  left  ray  uncle  etroug 
in  body,  clear  in  mind — T  left  him  to  your 
cftpe.  Wliat  is  he  now  ?  Look  at  his  feeble 
frame !  See  how  be  trembles  at  your  preeence, 
I'lingiiig  to  me  with  childish  fenr.  'I'his  ii> 
your  work.  Where  are  the  gentle  tonce  and 
|>ityiiig  looks  with  which  you  won  him  from 
hilt  Komtw  for  the  dead,  and  made  youreelf  the 
mistress  of  his  forhine  and  hie  fate  ?     Could 
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yod  not  treat  with  kindnc^  tbu  wann  tieitrl 
tliat  rau«cl  yourself  iinO  ton  from  penury  to 
wealtli?  V'ou  could  be  tiland  nml  loviii];  to 
obtain  your  enila  ;  luvin^  olttnined  tJieni,  you 
should  have  feigned  a  virtue,  uud  deceiretl  him 
0till — have  girco  bim  otiilcs,  not  tbreala.  For 
shame !  for  nhiimc  I  and  to  threntea  and  be 
h*nl\  to  one  to  good  and  kind.  Tint  eril  deed 
will  rise  ogunM  you  in  the  judgment  day,  in 
blxckpr  chnntcters  ituio  all  your  trencliery  to 
roe.  You  ^>ld  yourwlf  body  luul  wul  for 
sordid  gold ;  iind  he  to  whom  you  sold  yourself 
will  cinim  hia  botid  ut  tbc  last  day.  Nny, 
madam,  no  remonstrance— do  defcooc;  look 
ftt  your  rictim  and  be  dumb  \  If  you  can  fe«1 
remoKe,  sway  to  some  far  dtstAnt  place,  and 
weep  away  your  life  in  bitter  tears.  The  I'ision 
of  tlii#  kind  old  man  as  you  have  made  bim 
now  flbould  Imiinl  you  to  tbe  grave." 

"  Your  unoti'V  mind  was  affected  before  your 
deiKirture,"  Ite^n  Kirs.  Morton,  involuntarily 
nhrinking  at  bis  words,  and  with  difficulty  com- 
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numding  suflicif^iit    Mll-pciMesiiion   to    ftQSirer 
J111I7.     "  Your   loog  absence   increased    tlie 
'eril;  aad  notwitlwtnoding  idl  luy  care — " 

'*  Your  care  I  And  whcru  tnny  a  «igu  of 
Umt  care  be  found  7"  excUunicd  the  indignant 
Delava].  "  In  this  desolate,  lonely  cbamber, 
wliich  you  knew  lie  dreaded?  in  liia  acuuly 
i'arei  and  Bcanty  attendance  ?  or  in  li'u  terror  ut 
your  approach  ?  Is  thi^  a  fitting  npartnicnt 
for  the  owner  of  this  splendid  manalou  ?  t>hould 
he  be  here  in  loiicliiic^s,  wliiUt  «be  whom  he 
raised  to  fortunu  is  rbveUiDg  in  splendour  witli 
her  gueete  ?  Fie  I  Be  upon  you !  And  you 
would  lay  the  blauic  upon  my  absence-  Adk 
your  own  heart  who  caused  and  who  prolonged 
that  absence.  Who  sowed  the  seed  of  jealousy 
in  this  kind  buart,  and  no<iri8hcd  it  with 
cunning  words,  till  it  became  a  noxious  plant, 
bringing  forth  evil  fruit  ?  Who  covered  falno- 
bood  with  a  glozing  i^mile?  Who  nent  the 
uephuw  forth  that  she  might  wed  and  rule  the 
uncle  ?  Who  lured  the  young  and  innocent  to 
K  3 
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lif«ak  her  futh — be  £kli>e  Iv  all  her  maidea 
vov^y  Wiw  intercei^ted  Icncrs  to  auil  fnx 
making  it  aeem  to  ■Ufruwuig  age  tlwt  be  who 
n)w»il<l  huve  becii  bcmiJe  bis  couch,  grown  aiti 
nod  •clfijb,  rDiiinuibcrul  oot  the  care  ami  kind- 
neM  hvuhed  <id  hU  youth  P  Who  coaxed  and 
Uattered  till  a  deed  wa^  eigncd  ;  atu]  iIhii  gruw 
hanb  aod  tynuinousr  Wbo  ke|»t  awajr  bu 
luqg  tried  friends  1'  Who  sent  awa/  his  fiuU>- 
ful>rcrvant6?  Kuod  I  saj-  nho?  1  tuld  jruu  1 
knew  alL  Vou  cower  bcueatb  my  glance^ 
you  fuel  tbc  troth  of  what  I  ny.  Go '.  go  in 
sileaoe  and  in  peoileuce^  iSbock  not  this  feettW 
spirit  with  yoor  preeenoe — bia  vcjy  Ufe  maj 
hang  on  your  departure-  Intrvdc  no  lungier,^ 
and  you  &baU  have  auch  s  proviaioti  >»  b)-£tc 
tiu)  nife,  though  tb«  unworthy  one,  uf  my  good 
UDClf-" 

"  You   have  been  deceived — you  may  fiu^ 
that  you  bavo  no  right  to  do  ■bia,''  mid   Atra. 
MortoD,  Lrjing  lo  contml  her  emotion;    but, 
cowering,   as   DeUrat   had  eaid,    beneath    hit 
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chair  which  her  husband  hcM  sarrwl   to   the 
memory  of  hia  lost  wife. 

''You  eliati  not  sit  there  I  You '^hall  not 
tnJte  her  place,"  criotl  Mr.  Morton  in  {ji-cnt 
cxcitcmcntt  starting  up  with  n  strenj^h  uf 
which  none  hail  bclicvoil  Iiini  |hi»<»«C(I,  and 
seizing  her  iirm,  forgctftil  of  nil  his  fui-mer 
fear.  "Oo!  goP  he  oonlinticcl  atill  iiinro 
rchemently,  puslimg  hrr  wide  »ith  lla«htii<.' 
eyes,  anmovcd  by  tic  scream  which  burst  from' 
hor  in  her  fear,  for  his  look  anil  manner  were 
at  the  instant  those  of  a  maniac,  so  much  wa* 
he  excited.  "  Begone !  bcp>iic !  j-oti  slinll  nut 
fill  her  place.     I  will  have  no  wife  but  Jicr." 

At  Mrs.  Mortou's  scream,  her  son  and  niiiKe 
Da?b  burdt  into  the  room,  with  ft  (ni'ldenneiiA 
which  betokened  a  suspioionit  proximity  to  the 
key  hole  ;  bnt  Drlaval  «iw  them  dot,  for  the 
whole  of  hia  attention  wa»  alisorlieil  hy  his 
ancle,  who,  exhausted  hy  his  unwoutcd  excite- 
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laent,  bad  ttBea  htek  into  bi»  ncfibew't  anw, 
r«eble  umI  liutit. 

"  I  am  tMtlcr  now — qtnte  well— quite 
ha|ipgr ;  but  doo't  gn.  I  like  to  feel  yonr  anus 
■ronnd  mc,"  aud  the  jioor  old  man,  luoking 
aflisctioaately  at  Delaval,  when  a  itttle  rmTrcd 
\iy  the  wine  which  th<*  nu»e  had  liniaght. 
"  tt  is  all  r^ht  now  that  that  wicked  wouaji  U 
^me^"  Mrs.  Mortou  wae  elanding  apart  con- 
Tereiog  vith  ber  sod  in  a  lov  voice.  "  Gt)tw— 
gvinc  for  ever !  I  told  hiT  »hc  shoaM  not  tx-  my 
wife.  I  tlioi^t  ^le  wiu  iince;  and  that  she 
irar  very  cruel,  and  Margaret  came  and 
fruwn<.-d  u[Kin  tn«;  but  lltat  wiu  all  a  dnsun — a 
htimd  dream.  I  have  iwnt  her  away,  nod 
u'unhl  nut  l(.'t  her  ett  in  Marj^rutV  chur ;  and 
Marjraret  U  there  h«t»df  now. — I>on't  you  aco 
Iter,  looking  just  as  she  uwd  to  do,  with  hvr 
■wect  loving  aiuile?  Slie  is  lieckoning  mu  to 
come  to  her ;  and  I  etiall  go  very  «oon.  Sh« 
was  with  me  laat  night  when  I  prayed  tliat  I 
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niigbt  aee  you,  and  bteds  you  before  I  died,  and 
aak  you  to  pardou  inc  for  euiiditi^  you  itway. 
You  do  pardou  mo,  don't  you,  Dcliivnl  'i  It 
WH«  all  her  doing — you  will  oot  love  me  the 
leee?" 

*'  Nev«r  I  ni»-cr  P  fdtcri^d  the  ngitatcd 
Delsval,  shuddering  Kt  thv  etiddvn  cliauf^  in 
his  uncle's  oounlcuanco. 

**  Bleea  you  I  bloee  you  dour  boy  I  I  nm 
quite  happy  now  \  but  Murgiiivl  ia  wailioj;  for 
mo,  omi  I  nm  getting  9leei>y— v«ry  sleepy. 
I  wnnt  tu  t«l)  you  aomeihing;  but  cannot 
remember  whnt.  Yiw;  now  I  rt'colleot,"  im**- 
ing  bis  hand  across  \C\»  forcbewl,  and  trying 
to  throw  off  the  Ictbargy  whicli  waa  oreeping 
OTcr  him.  "  If  I  «huiild  not  woke  agiun  lay 
mc  beside  Margaret  your  scir— your  own  «elf — 
with  your  own  liunds ;  let  nut  thut  woman  nor 
her  sou  oome  ncnr  mc.  Send  tltcui  uway^ 
they  deceived  us  both ;  but  tbt'y  arc  mistaken 
in  one  tbiog.     The  bouae,  and  iJie  bmd,  nnd 
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v9bekiadtotlttaU«rvsatL  lite  p»pcr  ifaqf  J 
iHde  ne  «|^  ii  of  ao ;— ■    there  h 
pnqg  }«■  ■&.    I  pot  is  Bwsr — ^I  hid  it — they 
owU  Mt  find  il,''  and  the  <M  mm  wnh  a  faints 
dnefck.    »  U  H  quite  adc." 

"  Wbere,  mj  dew  owkr 

**  Oh',  nmumfe; — nAi»— b — in.     1  haw-' 
fac£uUcn  where.    My  poor  bead  is  gooe — quit« 
gooe:  I  remcmbo'  Dothing  aov,"  ancwcrud  Mn 
Murt0D  with  a  ml  and  tuiichiog  conMiuosocaVil 
of  hia  own  faiUng  iawJlecU  "  I  only  retnambvr 
Margaret  and  you,  and  lanbd :   poor  Isabel  I 
You  roust  lie  kind  to  her,  Ddaval ;  very  bind ; 
for  ohe  was  kind  to  me  when  no  ooe  else  waa 
kind.  But  the  paper — the  paper,"  be  continued, 
rainng  hiii  h«ad  which  had  sunk  on  his  ncphew'a 
•boulder,  and  trying  to  it|)«uk  di^unctly,  thon^- 
hi*  voice  wu  scarcely  audible.     "  Mind,  vvery 
thing  is  youra,  DeUval ;  and  you  must  lay  mn 
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t^fle  Itfkrgnret — yoii — only  y'oit.  "Xnff  fli* 
rate — keep  the  rata  mwiiy.  They  come  cTcry 
nigtit,  and  look  at  me  with  round,  bright  cyen; 
hot  you  will  keep  tliom  off.  And  tlip  pni«T— ^ 
I  hid  it  in — in — wk  B»mc8— te  knows;  I  re- 
membcr  nothing  -aoir.  I  ara  getting  cold: 
hold  inc  c]()«cr  to  yoii — ^put  yoar  Ii|»  to  niinp. 
lilass  you,  Dclaval  t — and  I»ahc! ! — prty  for 
me — Sfargaret — I  come — I  como." 

The  apnce  l>ctween  his  wonli;  prw  longer' 
aad  longer,  and  ha  voice  lower  and  lower  titt- 
it  mnk  to  a  faint  murnuir,  thun  died  nvftty 
into  silence.  The  lips  still  moved  in  prayer, 
thoagh  no  soimd  pa-tMid  fortli ;  and  the  eyw 
were  turned  on  the  chair.  A  swevt  and  placid 
smile  settled  round  thoi<c  lijis— a  Dligtit  sigh 
heaved  his  hosDin ;  and  then  ihey  moveil  no  more. 

"  Poor  old  gc-ntleiiian !  it  is  all  orcr  with 
hio) ;  and  he  died  happy,"  exduimed  the  nurse 
with  a  atartUng  abruptnesa,  which  juslifloJ  ihe 
diarges  brought  against  her  sotini-ly.  "" 
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■''Overcome  by  tlio  shock  of  this  eufhlen  an- 
nounoement,  and  the  weight  ol'  tlw  lifvloM 
bmly,  tlie  arms  of  which  etill  ttectned  to  clin;: 
urouDtl  him,  DeUivol  tottered ;  ami  Fleming, 
qtiitling  hi»  mother,  8t«ppcil  forward  to  offer 
his  aid. 

"  You  here,  sir  !**  exclaimed  DeJaval  with 
Haeiiing  eyee,  though  his  cheek  was  of  a 
friglitfiil  pateneie,  as,  Btill  relaiaing  hie  burden, 
ho  etcadivd  himself  against  tlte  wall.  "  It  is 
well  (or  you  that  wo  meet  in  my  own  bouee — 
in  tlK'  presence  of  the  dead;  but  try  me  not 
fhrther— croBS  not  my  path  again.  Stand 
hack  I  and  touch  Urn  not ;  respect  the  dead, 
if  you  will  not  respect  the  liring.  You  heard 
him  bid  me  watch  beside  him,  and  by  him  in 
the  tomb.  Begone!  and  vex  not  the  spirit 
of  him  who  is  gone,  by  your  unwelcome 
prescnoe." 

The  cheak  of  Fleming  flushed  and  faded; 
and  his  hand  was  clenched  and  his  teeth  set. 
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as  be  fronted  the  man  wliom  he  had  sup- 
planted, and  whose  passionate  scorn  was  almoat 
appalling;  but  before  he  could  reply  hie 
mother  was  beside  him  with  bor  hand  on  his 
arm,  and  her  soft  tones  falling  like  oil  on  a 
n^ing  sea.  She  had  marked  the  knit  brow 
of  the  youthful  heir — \m  tone  of  concentrated 
passion,  and  sprang  forward  to  etay  the 
whirlwind  ere  its  fury  should  burst  forth,  and 
lay  all  dcBolatc  that  crossed  its  path. 

"  We  must  make  allowances  for  Mr. 
Delaval's  grief.  Let  us  retire  now ;  to- 
morrow he  will  be  calmer  and  more  ready  to 
listen  to  our  explanations.  I  need  your 
support  and  consolation,"  added  Mrs.  Morton, 
veiling  her  pallid  face  in  her  handkerchief, 
and  making  a  movement  to  lead  him  away. 

Neither  mother  nor  son  were  persons 
accustomed  to  give  way  to  fiery  tempers,  or 
strong  passions ;  they  were  more  used  to  mine 
than  to  carry  by  assault;  and  it  was  rarely 
indeed  that  they  were  tempted  by  anger  to  do 
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■ijlbiag  euUntj  to  idtiBlBniL  ^ns  vm^ 
mg  lod^  and  vaDUBg  ptewMW  wen  not 
witfamd  tbar  fl&et ;  and  dn  moOw  and  nn 
di^arted  in  mleaee  IbOcnnd  hj  the  mm^ 
kBfing  Odnd  akoe  witk  Uw  dead. 
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Aided  by  Adams,  who  had  encountered  the 
retreating  party  on  the  threshold,  Delaval 
placed  hiB  uncle's  body  on  the  bed,  and  kept 
his  lonely  watch  beside  it  throughout  that  long, 
long  night,  ia  apite  of  the  entreaties  of  his 
faithful  domestic,  who  with  difficulty  persuaded 
him  to  take  needful  refreshment,  and  allow 
him  to  relieve  him  in  the  morning. 

And  what  a  night  of  bitter  thought,  and 
bitter  grief  1  What  a  welcome  back  for  the 
young  heir !  He  had  gone  forth  in  sorrow — be 
was  come  back  in  agony.     He  had  gone  forth 
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ktmi,   iBd  Cln's  tan  am   Iw  Imv.    IW 

^'— ™"  nan  V  ne  one  wis  InnBd — Ab  (>■■ 
or^oAerUllMeadnedbj-artni^Br.    Ha 

■u  BO  near  kmoKa  i  Imimk  wib  aBM—MHi 
Busbne  «na  fiin — ^no  fcMt  Aoold  tako  pJata 
in  Im  bib  to  do  hoocr  to  Us  bbtt^,  «r  Ui 
miSagj  title  tboat  of  nurtii  would  be  to  Um 
but  as  the  ffboat  of  moi^eiT. 

Xerer  once  did  be  cloee  hi«  eyes  during  that 
long  and  wretcbed  night :  grief  and  ezatement 
fortwde  all  sleep.  He  thought  of  bia  Itmely 
vigil  on  the  ere  of  hia  departnre — the  erils 
which  he  had  .then  but  anticipated  had  now 
come  to  pass.  His  presages  of  woe  had  been 
fulfilled.  And  of  what  uee  had  those  presages 
been  ?  They  had  not  enabled  him  to  ward  off 
the  pang — they  bad  but  doubled  it,  causing 
him  to  fluffer  twice ;  first  in  the  dread,  and  oow 
in  Uie  aocompliehment.  His  indeed  had  bem 
a  mournful  welcome  to  the  home  of  his  fore- 
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fathers ;  wid  but  one  bright  gle«ui  broke 
through  tlie  gliKiin  nrouiid  him — he  had  returned 
in  time  to  receive  hid  uiicle'd  blesiiing — to  KKftlie 
his  dying  hourgi.  The  rolling  of  the  carriages 
Trom  out  the  yard)  told  tlie  lonely  watcher  tlkni 
the  gueau  lind  deported ;  liut  it  woa  Dot  till 
tlie  next  inoming  that  he  learnt  fVom  Adaiud 
that  Mrs.  Klorton  and  her  son,  Clam  and  Isabel 
had  all  likewise  retired  to  Westbourae  Cottage, 
the  former  linviag  lel't  ord«i8  that  Pekv&l  wa« 
to  be  ubeyed  in  all  thlngi; ;  an  ordt^r  wliich  the 
heir  and  hiis  servant  cunsidcrod,  nt  tliu  time,  as  a 
piece  of  impcrtiiK-ncc,  not  an  act  of  courtesy. 

"  The  breakfast  tliinjjs  remained  untouched 
01)  the  table  in  the  6t>idy,  at  which,  in  com- 
pliance willi  Adiuiw'«  eutreatiee,  tlte  weary 
Delaval  hud  nt  Iviigtli  tnkun  his  seat.  There 
wa«  110  room  in  the  house  which  was  not  calcn- 
latcd  U>  nwalcen  jiainful  rcmcnibnmcxM,  but 
this  perhaps  tliv  least  so,  as  liaying  been  liia 
own :  yet  even  here  came  the  contrast  of  what 
he  had  been  n  few  yeans  buck.     Many  things 
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hid  been  moved,  iMtt  still  ihcra  rcmainMl 
vnot^h  to  remind  him  of  h\»  tliouglitleee  bo;r- 
liood,  nod  his  happy  jouth ;  till  kivc  hnd  comt^ 
witli  its  mare  stirring  hope*  and  fcnrs,  iiad 
death,  and  grief,  and  faUcltooil  had  foUuwiid  in 
its  track.  He  lonk«d  round  the  ap«u-tment  wiUi- 
a  alow  and  searching  eve.  Tlittre  stood  hi»  twt 
and  his  favorite  gun — tli«  books  that  lind  de- 
lighted liie  younger  years — tlic  plla  of  the 
who  were  gone,  lie  turned  avrny  with  ml 
shudder ;  and  ivat  bending  over  the  lire,  whe 
Mr.  ttainsbury  wm  not  only  announceil,  but 
utjtcred  in.  without  Dolaval's  haviug  the  optioD 
of  gnmtaDg  or  refusing  an  audience. 

"  Good  morning,  XIr.  Delaval,"  aiud  ilr. 
Sainsbury,  advancing  into  the  room  with  a 
raixturo  of  servility  and  effrontery,  which 
displiHtaing  to  fai«  boat,  who  merely  answered ' 
the  xulutation  by  u  cold  liow,  tuminr;  aside  na 
hv  did  to  to  tlaeh  away  the  tears  which  had 
come  into  his  eye*. 
I  His  liNggMrd  look  told  the  depth  of  bis  grief; , 


THE   BXFKCTAST. 


281 


nnd  tiw  lawyer  prepared  to  oflfer  condolence 
und  couauUtioo.  as  be  took  tho  seat  to  which 
Dcbival  IimI  jwiiitod. 

I  "  'rhia  »  a  Hwl  loM—a  very  and  loss ;  but  we 
muat  all  di« ;  and  jour  good  uncle  had  been 
long  feeble  in  mind  and  body.  lie  haa  not 
been  himself  for  the  Iiut  six  months." 

"  I  need  nut  to  be  told  of  that,"  »id  Dclav«l 
quickly,  and  with  a  quivering  lip^  '' 

There  vim  a  brief  pauae ;  the  lawyer  locked 
somewhat  altaaliod — the  clerk  who  hiul  Accom- 
panied him  still  more  .to ;  but  Detaval,  en^god 
in  etiUinft  his  own  emotion,  beMowcd  no  thought 
on  eitlier,  and  oootiniicti  in  a  firmer  voic«. 

**  I  waa  on  the  point  of  sending  for  you, 
Mr.  Sainabury,  to  request  you  woul<l  make  all 
tlie  ammgementfl  for  my  poor  uncle's  funenL< 
Lot  every  thing  be  done  exactly  tlio  Hamc  as  at 
the  last  sad  ceremony.  The  same  friends  in- 
cited— the  same  scarft,  hstliands,  and  gloves.^ 
The  same  dirccdons,  which  guided  your  worthy 
father,  will,  I  conclude,  aufike   for  you,  and 
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Mivu  inv  all  [Nunfui  <li<CUM)oiw.  If  yuu  can 
gtvc  iih;  Mr.  SttiKlfoni'ri  direction,  I  will  write 
to  him.^ 

"Oil  I  ecrtaitily,  Hir,  r^rlaiiily  ;  aUdiKus^ivii 
must  1)0  {lainful,  and  wo  will  spare  you  as 
much  n»  poa^bk^'anicl  Mr.  Sainsbury  fidj^etit^ 
wilh  iiiii  (gloves,  for  bo  had  nut  biwa  prepared 
tor  MorUm'a  air  of  oommond,  and  felt  uacasy  iu 
hit)  presence  "  Kvery  thing  eball  l>o  dune 
tutctl)-  M  you  d«!tir(! ;  aucli  is  Mra.  Morton's 
wish,  and   I   hmve   h«r  authority  for    saying 

**  Have  you  seen  Mrs.  Morton  this  inoming 
(lien  T"  enquired  Detaval  in  somo  surpriae. 

"I  have,  Bir.  That  good  lady  rvi)ucst«d  my 
preaOQOe  at  a  very  vnrly  lH>ur,  anil  lliough  over- 
whelmed witli  t^iefnt  li«r  Mu)  luiis,  yet  i.»a- 
trolled  li«r  cniotion  l•ul]ici4^nlly  to  bid  me,  in 
bcr  tianic,  rc<]uc8t  you  to  onlvr  cvvry  tiling 
connected  nitli  tli«  funeral  ot'lierdeor  husbnxul, 
tu  you  juilgc  bwt." 

"  It  i«  a  |)ity  that  being  so  much  ov«reome 
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with  sorrow  for  tiie  lose  of  her  dear  husband, 
she  should  have  troubled  herself,  or  you,  with 
the  delivery  of  such  a  message.  Afler  what 
passed  between  us  last  night  she  should  have 
considered  it  needless.  Ae  my  uncle's  heir,  and 
by  his  especial  command,  that  painful  duty 
devolves  on  me,  with  or  without  the  consent  of 
Mrs.  Morton." 

"  Certtunly,  sir ;  I  understand  it  was  your 
worthy  uncle's  particular  request  ;  and  hia 
widow  was  too  devoted  to  her  late  husband  to 
think  of  gainsaying  his  wishes  on  this  point, 
though  the  subject  is  not  named  in  his  will ; 
but  as  for  the  heirship,  perhaps  you  are  not 
aware — "  and  here  Mr.  Sainsbury  clearing  his 
throat,  looked  round  at  his  clerk,  and  broke  oft' 
his  speech. 

'■  Aware    of    what  ?"      enquired    Morton 
sternly. 

"  Of  the  contents  of  your  late  uncle's  will, 
sir." 
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1.:*^  He  nasured    rh>  moire  than  once  tlmt  all 
was  bcqucallitxl  to  tuc." 

"  vVIi !  my  (kar  Mr.  IX-kvail.  hul  llic  |»oor 
old  g«nU(»nan's  mind  wandc^rcd  nf  Uile;  he 
did  not  kitow  wlinl  he  wild.  Thv  whole  of  his 
large  |iru|x!rty  'i«  Ivlt  to  Mn.  Morton  at  her 
eatiru  di»)>o«aL" 

"  Doeii  Mi%  \fortou  really  inleiul  to  roaiu- 
tfun  suoli  a  claim  ?" 

"  Of  courae  «h«  will  ]iti)ve  llie  wiU." 
!<.*'  Where  iA  this  will  ?" 
>  I*'  It  ia  here.     Shall  my  clerk  read  it  P" 
■  ?'  I  should  prefer  rcailiug  it  myifcll.*' 
ii^  lam  most  auxioiiii  to  do  every  tluog to  oblige 
you,  Mr.  Delavnl; — but  letting  lite  will  go  out 
cd'myowu  IhumU— I  am  nut  sure  Uuit  I  idtatt 
be  juatiG«<l— " 

"  [*»lia  I  Mr.  StuiMbury,"  exclaiuied  Delaval 
indignacitly.  '*  Hand  mc  that  paper — there  ia 
no  stain  on  my  honor." 

The  pafHir  wait  yivldixl,  lliougli  reluctnntly ; 
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ftiid  the  ears  of  the  taaa  ol'  lim  tjrtgli-<l  tl  ttie 
HtreBs  bud  on  the  ray. 

Morton  walked  to  the  window  m  if  tur  more 
light,  thus  conccaOiiiy  his  f»c«  I'roin  the  lavryer, 
who  lat  walcliing  liis  every  luovciuicnU  with 
cviik-nt  aigii*  of  Biiiiely.  "' 

The  contents  of  the  will  were  brief  and  soon 
jtcruj^cd.  The  wiiole  of  Air.  Morton'e  iiropurtj-, 
landed,  and  [K^r^nol,  was  bef)uenUied  to  hie 
deiirly  Wlovcd  wifo,  m  th«  document  ran,  not 
only  for  her  life,  but  to  be  at  her  whole  and 
DoU'  die)K)&al.  Nothing  could  be  plainer  or  more 
Icgnl.  The  tefitator*!)  aiguiiturc  could  not  be 
di^jiiibed ;  and  thoae  of  the  witnefl6e8>  8t«j)iien 
Sainsbury,  and  two  respectable  householderB  in 
the  |iari»h,  appeared  equally  unobjectionable. 

A  look  of  the  lawyer's,  as  Delnvid  tutddenly 
ironted  him,  awakened  new,  imd  oonflrnied  »1<) 
i^iispicione.  This  was  the  Mr,  Stephen  8ain«- 
bury  from  whose  violence  he  had  i-eecued 
^lilld;  and  Lerwick's  warning  never 
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to  let  hiin  liave  aught  to  do  witli  a  paper  of  hU 
flawed  vividly  ucroaa  liis  njlikl,  inducing  hiai 
to  mainlfiiii  n  greater  rescrr^  than  tic  would 
othern-ise  liuvo  docmfid  it  n«odful  tu  vmpluy. 

'*  Majr  I  n«lc  who  drew  u]>  tlii^  will,  iSIr. 
Sainebury?" 

*'  It  was  drawn  up  by  me,  itir,  ncoordlng  to ' 
directJo»»  given  by  your  good  uncle." 

«  Where  wa«  your  fatliia-,  Mr.  Sainsbury,  at 
the  time  ?" 

"  My  worthy  and  lamented  father  wa«  no 
iDore>  sir." 

"  I  thoiigiit  00  miicli.  Had  ho  lived  there 
would  luivc  been  no  auch  p(^)er  in  existence. 
Were  llic  vritnestcfl  made  aware  of  the  con- 
tenta  of  tW  parchment  to  which  they  attached 
llicir  sigiiiiiuree?" 

"  Tliey  knew  it  was  Mr.  Morton'e  last  will 
uwi  teatouieot;  but  to  (he  best  of  my  belief  no 
more.  Your  late  uncle,  poor  gentleman,  aa  you 
muai  bo  aware,  sir,  felt  a  little  jealousy  on  cer- 
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tain  points ;  and  Mn.  Morton  from  delicacy  to 
jou  desired  thnt  hia  generous  intentions  in  her 
favor  ehuuld  remain  a  secret." 

"  From  delicacy  to  mo  I  I  thauk  hi-r.  And 
it  is  doubtless  ttit;  eatac  dclioncy  nhioli  Iih« 
proiiiptoil  tier  to  break  through  this  xccrcey, 
ere  her  husbiind  is  well  cold  in  dettth.  She 
lift*  un  active  ininA" 

"  The  [wor  Indy  it  too  much  overcome  with 
grief  to  think  (Iclilicratfily  on  euoh  matters.  It 
wM  I  wIk)  Illlvi^ed  an  immediate  discloaure  to 
prevent  fiilurc  diflicullies." 

«  Tlie  Indy  haa  a  skilful  ndviner." 

"  If  you  liave  done  with  the  will,  sir,  will 
you  let  me  have  it  ngsun?"  said  Sainsbury, 
reddening  imder  the  scorn  of  the  last  rcmsrk. 

"  Tidco  it ;  whether  f  have  done  with  it  or 
not  will  depend  on  Mi*.  Morton  and  yourself.  It 
L-  snfc  again  in  your  po»)e»Bion  for  the  present ; 
and  your  feiiif<  of  its  destruction  relieved." 

"Oh!  Mr.   Delaval,  1  conld  not  (ear  that 
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for  a  Rioiiient ;  bui  I  just  waiitvd  to  point  out 
the  re9]»cInbiHl)-  of  the  witn«ii«B." 

"  Including  yourself,  Mr.  SaiUHbury.  1 
have  Been  it  all;  and  if  you  linve  notJuog 
farther  to  sliow  me,  will  detain  you  no  longw 
from  more  urgent  buainese  tlmn  consoling  me 
for  n  low  whicb  can  nerer  be  repaiped.* 

"  I  beg  your  pardon,  Mr.  Dclaval,  but  this 
wfl«  not  the  only  purpose  of  ray  coming. 
Huviii];  oonviocfd  you  of  the  validity  of  the 
will,  I  have  an  offer — a  veiy  hunditome  ofler  to 
make  on  tbv  part  of  my  client,  Mrs.  Morton, 
who  ia  most  anxious  to  atone  for  any  little  di»- 
appointineiit  wliieli  jou  niiglit  feel  at  the 
oontcnlH  of  t!ie  will" 

"  .\n  ofler  from  Mra.  Morton !  She  does 
me  too  much  honor  I  Having  manicd  and 
killeil  the  uncle,  she  would  now  many  and  kill 
tin*  n«j)hew.'' 

"  You  mUunderetand  me,  Mr.  Delaval,"  re- 
plied the  lawyer,  iniT»og  up  hja  ltp«  to  prevent  ■  . 
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entitc.  Mr&  Morion  ia  (u  too  much  affected 
bjr  her  late  ead  loaa  ever  to  cout<iD)plal«  the 
posaibili^  of  another  luarmge.  No,  sir ;  ber 
ofl^r  ia  of  a  pecuniary  nature.  She  iutends  to 
settle  OD  jou  live  thousand  a-year,  or  the 
estate  ia  Warwickshire,  which  will  bring  in 
about  that  eum ;  and  bode  me  consult  you  on 
the  itabject>  and  learn  your  deciaioo.  She 
would  lutvv  written,  but  her  liaud  shook  so 
dreadfully  that  ^le  could  not  fonu  a  Utlcr; 
and  at  present  she  ia  utterly  incapable  of  en- 
during an  interview,  otherwise  the  pleasure  of 
making  this  proposition  would  not  have 
devolved  u[Kin  me." 

"  Had  Mrs.  Morton  really  the  audacity  to 
•end  roe  tlint  mesenge,  and  you  tlie  audacity 
to  deliver  it?"  exclaimed  tlie  indicant  Delaval. 
"  You  did  well  not  to  come  aionc,"  ho  added 
sarcastically,  as  Soinebury,  atartled  by  his  burst 
of  [Ntseion,  nud  shrinking  from  hia  withering 
acoru,  involuutarily  drew  hia  choir  nearer  to 
the  clerk. 
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"  Mr.  <Io»c«  ac<coini)Uikid  tuc,  sir,  to  Uke 
your  tUrecu(»ii»;  aud  I  llwuglit  I  wbs  duii^ 
both  Mm.  Morton  und  youiMlf  a  eorrioe  by 
\H!\ng  the  benrvr  of  HucJi  ad  oS«r." 

"  Tlicn  wv  diHer  on  tluit  poiut— ae  we  do  on 
inoit;  I  ixniat  it  mi  insult." 

'*  Tliu*  i»  »  tiii«t»kvii  view  of  the  eubji-ct — t 
nwwt  misukcn  Wcw,  I  netiun;  you,  Mr.  Dcln- 
vnl,"  bci.'nn  thi:  Uvrycr  in  a  fawning  tune, 
nhwh  only  ecrved  to  incresM  hia  bttirerV 
contempt.  "  Vour  dimppointmcnl  at  fint  ia 
nalural,  and  ntay  cxouiw  any  little  over , 
wartntb ;  but  take  a  fvvr  mimitu  to 
eie  you  decide.  Five  thousand  ^yG*r  is  n 
handsome  income,  particularly  in  n  cam  where 
tliorc  18  no  |>rivatc  fortune ;  exeuM  my  plaiii- 
neee ;  but  it  is  nty  duly  to  place  thingo  clearly 
licfbre  you.  Fire  tlKiumnd  a-ycar  is  tittle 
more  than  you  hare  bc«n  accustomed  to  spend; 
and  n  HRialler  income  wouM  be  galling  to  one 
of  your  exijuihiio  taste,  and  liberal  Hfurit. 
Mn.  Morton  lioa  the  highest  regard  imd  esteem 
(or  you." 
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"  Ae  ehe  bae  shown,"  obeen-ed  DeJavaJ, 
interrupting  him.  "  Before  §bo  would  gain 
tliu  iTodit  of  being  g«i)CTOu»,  lut  h«r  \ir(i\t 
heraelf  jnat ;  nnd  edtnbUiib  her  right  to  Uitit 
which  ehe  oSera  to  give." 

"  You  forget  the  will,  my  dear  sir." 

*'  There  i*  Utile  chance  of  my  doing  that, 
Mr.  Sttimibiiry,  tJiough  the  time  mny  eurov 
when  you  may  wi«h  me  to  tto  ao," 

"  Wliatcaoyou  mean,  Mr.  Dclaval?  Surely 
you  do  not  mean  to  dispute  the  validity  of  thut 
will: — it  woiiiil  be  madnoss — believe  me  it 
would  be  madness." 

"  It  would  be  greater  madne»i  in  me  to 
admit  it.  To  come  to  the  point,  Mr  Sainebury, 
I  left  Morton  Park  a  boy — I  have  returned  a 
uian,  and  am  not  to  be  so  efti>ily  deluded  an 
yon  and  your  employers  imagine.  That  will 
is  not  worth  the  price  of  eogrosaing.  My 
uncle  when  he  ii^cd  it  was  not  in  etieh  a 
state  of  mind  as  to  render  his  signature  valid , 
and  there  is  another  deed  in  cxiaiencc  whieh 
o  & 
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entirely  bare  th«  effect  of  thia.  You  feel  tlie 
trmli  nnd  force  of  my  wonln,"  he  scIUmI  Bignifi- 
cantljr,  ne  the  paliug  cheek  of  the  lawyer  con* 
firiitcd  the  etaiemcnt  which  he  bad  ao  boldly 
mitde,  AS  much  by  way  of  experiment,  ua  by 
way  of  ivjoiader. 

"  May  I  took  at  thi«  deed?"  askc<d  tbc  wily 
lawyer  with  an  nfTeciatioa  of  humble  courtesy. 

"  Ilerealteryou  may ;  but  I  have  no  clerk 
at  my  elliow  now  to  guard  it  from  dedtnictiunt 
and  bear  witucM  to  any  rcmarke  that  might  be 
made  thereon." 

"  At  least,  sir,  you  will  liavc  tlic  goodncM  to 
inform  me  of  llic  date  and  contcnta." 

"  The  oontenta  may  reeemble  the  will  co 
»kilfully  drawn  up  by  yourself,  with  the  tule 
sulMtitution  of  the  nephew  for  the  wife." 

"  But  the  date,  sir;  the  date — that  is  very 
iimtcriol.  A  prior  will  in  your  favor  could 
uvnil  you  nothing." 

"  Tlie  law  will  decide  that  point,  if  you  ad- 
viae  your  client  to  bring  the  matter  into  a  court 
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of  justice,  which  I  consider  you  loo  prudent  to 
counsel." 

.  **  I  cannot  in  oonMtcnec  iulvi«c  my  client  to 
atiandon  her  judl  clnim  until  1  have  seen  tlie 
deed  to  which  yoii  allude :  you  cannot  in  reason, 
Kir.  Dela\-&1,  expect  ^8t  I  should.  If  yoti 
ground  your  lieliof  of  the  existence  of  iiuch  a 
deed  on  the  mere  oseertjon  of  the  lute  Mr. 
Morton,  you  will  find  yourself  inottt  wofully 
Dustakeiu  His  mind  haa  been  wandering  for 
nigotlie.  and  no  relisincc  sliould  be  ]i1iiced  on 
big  assurun«eB.  Allow  me  to  press  upon  you 
once  agiun  the  wisdom  of  nccepling  Mrs. 
Morton's  offer.  Her  rt-gai-d  for  you  is  so  very 
great  that  kIic  would  do  any  thing  in  renson 
tlutt  you  eould  dcttire.  She  U  a  must  generous, 
noble  minded  woman." 

"  She  is  n  clever  womiin ;  and  has  a  clever 
adviser.  She  has  reckoned  the  chances  and 
rojoived  on  yielding  five  thounatid  a  yenr  for 
the  sake  of  Bccuriog  the  other  Gfleen ;  her  only 
error  is  ia  supposing  that  two  years  intercourse 
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wtth  tlw  wodd  bas  left,  me  M  «Mjr  ■  dapv 

when  we  paHed.     There  b  not  odc  bequest  iftj 

tint  will  10  friend,  rel»ttt«,  or  Mrruit. 

will  believe  it  the  dJct«tioa  of  the   kind   ud 

liberal  Mr.  Morton,  wbco  in  a  eaue  iukI  hckltlijr 

state  of  mind?    This  was  anwiaelj-  docw,  Mr. 

Saindbtuy." 

"  It  wu  no  doing  of  nuDc,  or  Mnu  Mortoc's ; 
we  Itoth  preeeed  your  uode  to  leave  legaetM  to 
yourself  and  others ;  bgt  h«  was  pereuptoiy, , 
:iaying  that  he  led  all  to  his  wife's  geoeroa^.* 
"  Then  he  hud  not  hut  uHuallj  dear  jtu^- 
meni,  as  1  amcrt»l  befbrc." 

"  li  Rhould  rather  be  counted  an  cxoea» 
affection,  than  an  enx>r  of  ju%uient.^ 

"  Such  an  excess  of  affection  lowardfl  one  ait 
undeserving,  ii  a  proof  of  hia  erring  >n  judg- 
ment." 

"  Indeed,  Mr,  DeUval,  ^-on  do  ;our  aunt 
injueticr.     She   woa   the   nK«ct  affcctionatr  of 
wive* — the  moet — " 
"  Artful  of  women,"  exclaimed  Deleva]  in- 
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(ligoantly,  unable  lonr^r  to  CKUiti-ol  hit  niiji^r, 
"  She  is  no  aunt  of  mine.  Did  a  (lrn|)  ul'  Iter 
lilooU  but  run  in  mine,  I  would  let  it  uut, 
though  it  oast  ni«  my  life.  Talk  not  to  iiic  of 
her  worth,  ium]  ntfection,  whilst  tlie  victim  uf 
her  arts  is  yet  unburiod.  Bat  for  her,  he  mi^ht 
hnve  beeii  living  still ;  and  his  deatlt  dioiild  Uu 
laid  to  her  charge.  Let  oie  lieor  no  muru — her 
luunc  bliaten  my  tongue  — her  jireaence  would 
bbist  my  sighL  Bnck  to  tho  cockatiitie  hIki 
wntyuu,  and  «ny  I  will  rcccivo  nothing  Iroin 
uiie  whom  I  count  little  1l-»s  thau  my  ^u<jd 
unde'ti  murderer.  She  who  could  «adiitt«r  tlie 
life  of  one  «o  kind  nnd  gentle,  deecrvcti  not  the 
name  of  woman.  Let  her  not  cross  my  path— 
I  warn«d  licr  m  last  night.  Wmb  my  life  in 
ber  hands,  I  would  not  take  it  as  a  favor  fi-oin 
hflr.    Urge  mc  no  further." 

"  Bat  conaider,  Mr.  DeUval:  do  bat  con- 
nder,"  said  the  lawyer  earnestly,  "  There  is 
the  will  against  yoiu" 

**  Let  her  act  upon  it  nt  her  peril ;  she  and 


■urr. 


fan  wSl  both  rm  tkc  atumpt'  ufiwcred  X«- 
toa  Dfekval.  fiwtiog  tbc  ahrinking  lavrvr 
vkk  fciln^cjCB,  wIuIm  hit  fonn  wis  dnwn 
■p  to  it*  faD  hasht  "  Tbe  men  naming  thai 
vrfll  ikoaU  BOwr'bcJ  with  ibaa» — the  fariagi&g 
wt  VuvwuQ  sBrt  oycoinwwi  dcf  wttli  uuiiiiy* 


■le  Mraag  wsnh,   Mr.  D«hrsl— 
rgnk* 

^'  THer  ire,  Mi^  SainabuiT- ;  bat  bo  MroDger 
than  ibe  occMJoa  e«lls  for.  It'  Mtioaable,  jOQ 
hare  prudentlf  provided  a  witness;  Tbe  trial 
m^t  bring  maay  things  to  light,  vhtdi  I  hare 
so  wish  to  keep  ooocealed." 

**  yin,  Morton  entertains  no  eamitv  lowatds 
yon.  I  can  positiTely  aeaerti  and  on);  seels 
your  good  in  the  oAer  which  she  has  made. 
Take  a  few  day*  for  thought." 

"  Sucli  a  pToposiUon  is  not  lo  be  thought  od  < 
For  your  ttwn  sakea,  let  inv  hear  no  more  i 
lhi»  will;  this  anxiety  for  my  acceptance  of^ 
your  offer  is  proof  sufficient  of  tlte  injustice  < 
your  clsiin.    Let  my  orden  coaottning  tbe 
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AinenU  be  strictly  ubcyvil ;  luul  now,  a'ume 
your  errand  is  over,  goud  morniDg." 

"  My  erniD(l  is  not  over,  Mr.  Delavftl,Aa  you 
trill  find  to  your  cort,''  replied  the  oHuiidcd  law- 
ycr  K[>itc'fuUy,  hid  wrath  at  tbe  cavalier  manner 
of  hia  tiost^  overcoming  hJa  previous  caution. 
"  Sinoc  you  refuse  Mrs.  Morion's  handsome 
tenns,  I  must  look  after  her  interests,  and  put 
the  seoU  on  all  the  cflects,  lest  valuable  pro- 
perty should  be  carried  off,  or  deeds  reported 
to  be  found  in  old  cabinet*." 

"  Do  you  dare  to  insinuate  aught  dishonor- 
able T  exclaimed  Morton  Dclaval,  making  a 
step  towaixls  the  cowardly  attorney. 

"  Keep  bock,  Mr.  Delaval  1  Keep  back  I 
I  am  acting  according  to  law — I  have  Mrs. 
Morton's  authority  for  all  I  do ;  and  her  claim 
must  stand  good  on  account  of  tJiis  will,  till  you 
have  produced  the  document  of  which  you 
BjKtke,"  cried  the  frightened  Sainsbury,  retreat- 
ing towards  the  door,  and  mentally  resolving  to 
o  & 
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be  well  ]Mud  for  an  encounter  with  i<ucK  a  Serf 
mkd  determined  spirit  aa  tlie  disinherited  hdr. 
**  I  Ahall  lie  \mp[iy  to  cxploiti  the  law  in  l<^ 
terms ;  bul  you  lued  to  object  to  the  use  of 
techoical  iihraocR." 

"  I  have  the  suae  objection  oow,"  anavrered 
DelaTtd  hnttgfatiljr,  cuntrulUng  his  indignniion. 
'*  "Wlierc  was  the  will  found  on  which  you  him 
your  clain)  ?  I  say  yotu*  claitu,  for  yoa  hitve 
evidently  bound  up  jour  intcreBta  with  your 
client's." 

"  It  has  l>een  in  my  possession  ever  uncc  the 
time  of  its  signature." 

'*  In  very  safe  keeping.  But  how  know  yoti 
that  thifl  vrm  Mr.  ^forton's  laat  will  ?  Ha8  any 
March  been  made  iu  hia  desk,  or  anion^  hi« 
papers?" 

"  None  :  Ids  dmtli  wa*  too  recent  to  admit 

of  this;  but  though  ccrtft  in  that  no  other  will 

mn  exist.      I  will  make  such  n  scnrch  at  once." 

"  I  will  aid  you  in  the  eeorcli^"  said  DoUval, 


TUB   BXPKCTANT. 


299 


I 


riling  the  1>eU,  adding  significaiitly,  as  Attonu 
obeyed  the  auiiinittiiR — "  Nuw  lond  Uie  vny,  if 
700  pleoHe ;  our  ntimlion  nre  equal." 

Tlie  tiltomcy  looked  Mtinvwhul  diacomlitecl 
by  the  pn>]>osition ;  but  caiuliinf;  the  eye  <»f 
Delavid  fixed  uix)n  him,  a«M!nl«d  without  ob- 
jeotiou,  dcdnring  that  his  client  wished  nothing 
but  wlwt  WAS  ri<^it,  nml  wonid  roadily  yield 
her  clititns  if  convinced  of  Iheir  iitjualic& 

To  this  ik-cliirntion  no  reply  wiu  vtmchMifcd, 
and  the  search  begftii. 

The  dinturbed  povition  of  »ome  of  tlw  pHpcrs, 
and  the  atloniey't*  freedont  from  Kuxiety  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  examuintion,  convinced 
Morton  Delaval  tltat  a  previous  »cnitiny  had 
taken  plaee>  whilst  hie  ill  concealed  eMgemea^ 
when  aome  eecret  drawers  in  the  favorite  desk 
and  cabinet  of  the  deceaaed  wen>  opened  by  the 
nephew,  was  equally  conclusive  in  ilmt  nephew's 
mind  of  Sainsbury'e  knowledge.  >.>r  at  least 
suB[»(u<m  cd*  the  existence  of  '•vine  documeot, 
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a  levr  dnys.  My  clieDt  begs  you  to  consider 
younelf  nuutcr  liere  *a  long  aa  il  may  please 
you  to  reiiuuD ;  and  only  requestig  tbat  nothing 
may  be  said  in  public  of  the  will  or  ite  coa- 
tenta,  till  after  tbe  funeral  at  least. " 

"  My  resolution  as  to  tlio  offer  must  rcnuiiu 
the  some.  T)ii«  pagmr  justified  inc  in  rcmiiining 
bcrc  till  After  the  funcml  at  least ;  nnil  for  th« 
will — if  your  client  will  tjikc  my  counsel  its 
contents  will  remain  a  secret  nut  only  till  then, 
but  for  CTCr.     Ooo<l  inorniug." 

"  That  lofty  bearing  shall  be  lowerwl — that 
baughty  spirit  crushed;  poverty  soon  brings 
down  pridv^  I  have  not  forgotten  Timothy 
Mills,"  muttered  the  chafed  attorney  as  he 
returned  to  Wcetboume  cottage. 

"  Then  I  may  be  a  beggar  and  that  woman 
triumph  aAcr  all,"  thought  Morton  Dcluval,  as 
be  stept  out  on  the  terrace  late  in  the  day  to 
try  if  tlic  air  would  chfwe  away  his  head^nchc. 
If  the  breeic  cooled  his  brow  the  scene 
brought  fre«lt  pangs  to  his  heart.    There  was 


Clan,  ia  cb*  t£kTS  at  An  rang  love. 

-  3lr.  and  3ibs.  Fleu^;  w.'* 

IVIsral  ntnwd  aw3T,  aad  cBMrol  the  «■- 
iomwty.  TboK  was  die  nae  nre  flower  ia 
blooo.  vbiA  be  bad  pfanlcd  ftr  Ona  on  tbe 
monuo^  (^  his  depamib  He  abode  cot 
again  on  tbe  tenwe.  Tbne  etood  an  ceai^ 
tiee  wbiA  bad  been  a  &Torite  vitb  Ua  nndb 
He  aaantend  into  tbe  Kfatary.  A  book  of 
prints  Ur  open  on  Ae  table;  and  a  nnaD 
woman's  ^ore  beside  it.  Tbe  book  waa  tbe 
gift  of  Mr.  Morton  to  hia  dear  luee^  Cbmt 
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Fleming ;  aiul  the  glove  too  wiw  hera.  Oetaval 
closed  the  volume  and  Uuiig  the  glove  on  the 
eiuth  with  n  gutturc  ol'  indignation. 

Tliia  very  Clara  Fk-iniiip,  wlio,  fricndlitee, 
penniless,  hod  been  received  a»  »  niece  by  l)ie 
kind  old  roan,  h»d  lell  liim  alon«,  unsoothud, 
unt«ndeil  in  hia  dying  houi^  And  thid  n-a» 
the  wotimn  vrhoni  he  had  loved  s<>  well. 

The  reat  of  the  day,  in  epito  of  the  entreaties 
of  Adams,  was  spent  in  the  chamber  of  the 
dead. 

Mr.  Sandfurd,  owing  to  lit^  daughter's  reliiiM«, 
coidd  not  attend  tlio  funcml,  and  Mr.  Soiiu- 
bury  not  wjsliing  needlessly  to  encounter  the 
cold  reserve  or  open  contempt  of  the  disin- 
herited heir,  kept  ad  much  aloof  as  possible, 
Ml  that  DebiTal,  with  the  exception  of  a 
rriciidly  and  clicering  visit  flroai  the  worthy 
viergymuu  of  the  pnrLih,  was  leh  entirely  alone 
to  brood  over  his  disappointments  of  the  post, 
and  trace  out  his  counie  for  the  future. 

None  of  the  luirly  fntm  \V"c«tbourue  Cottngo 


Wmamda  BoteAoa  Un. 

■■•  fram  bib^  io  vUdb 

Us  mettftanei  «f  it  wiUi  a 
>  ibM  csoU  bs  han  tbuqght 
'  tbu  be  ifiJ  miiK  htt-n  waand  Un 
!  mai  aifaiinmoti ;  bat,  m  it  w«^  » 
I  flf  ber  acprtmem  of  ragml  bxmds  Un- 
mK  aod  deep  n^m  Air  tbe  km  of  b»  oadi^ 
Joined  to  nne  ekiUal  attempt!  to  dau  bevactf 
fina  ibe  diacg*  oT  oegiect  to  bcr  bttaboad,  and 
tntAay  in  tlio  matter  of  Clan'a  lirolceQ  fiutb, 
tbe  letter  wu  eroshod  ia  bis  buids  with  an  ex- 
pfraiinn  of  abbomneB;  and  bia  answer  was  a^ 
brief  and  eold  rejection  of  her  seeming  miinifi- 
ceoce,  with  ao  intimation,  politely  but  dearly 
oonrejred,  that  be  should  ever  consider  ber 
gniltjr  of  neglect  towards  hvr  hu«lMUM],  and 
falacbood  towanU  himsolf;  and  tlint  he  fvBf 
intended  to  dispute  tlic  validity  of  the  will  on 
which  she  founded  her  cloinu,  clo«iug  with  a 
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,]UBt  that  it  might  be  wiser  iit  Iter  not  to  tix 
pablic  itttontion  on  lior  cotiJuct  cither  before 
or  afler  Iter  inftrriagc  with  Mr.  Morton.  Tliere 
wM  no  message  from  her  eon  or  Clara — what 
could  th«y  My  ? — and  Ddaval  iibetained  from 
naming  thorn  directly,  whilst  inUraatinjr  (hat 
both  wvrc  inexctiaable  in  bis  opinion. 

His  reply  to  I«iabcl  was  in  a  totally  different 
spirit:  he  coald  not  quit«  forget  that  she  was 
Mm.  Morton's  niece ;  but  if  of  her  blwKl,  he 
felt  that  she  was  not  of  her  mind.  The  aunt 
had  written  most  eloquently  of  her  grief  and 
agitation,  though  there  had  been  no  trace  of 
either  in  the  worditig  or  penmansliip — the  uivec 
had  spoken  Ichb  of  lier  own  grief,  tlian  of  Delur 
Tll'a;  but  the  paper  vtas  blotted  with  her  tcnra 
— the  sentences  simple  and  abrupt  — the  ch*- 
meters  uiiBteitdy.  Her  gratitude— her  girlish 
aflTcction  —her  heartfelt  sympathy  in  hiii  dislrcss 
— above  all  her  unceasing  care  and  attention  to 
his  uncle,  fresh  traits  of  vhich  ha^l  been  re- 


\^i»^t^maalMm  omIhmI  of  n- 

U  «M  endem  ham  «)hc  had  pMKd  oo  tfcc 
right  orhMBHfa'idwtk,  tfan  l>d«l.  blinded 
bf  tbe  pddMnMi  of  kor  own  diapoatian.  and 
the  fcruwing  rihrtian  of  her  utnl,  had  BO  idoft 
of  tikBt  atnt't  deoettf ulneK ;  and  l>elkTal,  to 
flpB«  ber  !»»,  ■brtaincd  (rum  aajr  aUtisoa  to 
h«r  trea^erom  Uaduod  tovuds  lunuelC  He 
witjrtie  ti>  I«tiel  mDcb  in  tbc  eatoc  style  in 
which  hv  wuukl  have  vritten  to  a  beloved 
yotmgcr  muter— half  girl — half  womau  ;  oud 
tbe  letter  wiu  pnMcd  to  tho  lips  and  heart  of 
tlie  delighted  anil  grateful,  though  wcejiiug 
Imbcl,  whiUt  the  antique  ring  wliicli  accom- 
panied it  was  placed  on  her  fiiif^r  to  Ik:  wura 
there  till  her  djing  day.     Slic  might  neii-er  nee 
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night  never  hear  train  liiiiingnin;  and  tb« 
ring  nod  tlie  letter  were  doubly  precious  on 
tbat  account. 

"  Vou  ntusi  write  and  thank  Mr.  DeUtval 
for  ktH  beautiful  ring,"  sftid  Mra.  McHrton,  on 
perusing  bis  letter  to  her  niece.  "  Cltcriah  his 
regnrd — it  m»y  be  a  means  hereafler  of  pro- 
moting thv  reconciliation  which  I  have  ao  niuob 
at  heart  He  refiisea  to  ece  me,  or  all  might  be 
explained  to  hts  ia,tisractJoii.    'I'he  will  Wing 

■  the  work  of  my  dear  husband,  it  would  show 
an  ungrateful  diflregard  to  his  Inat  wiahea  were 

r  I  to  permit  it  to  ho  etet  aside ;  besides,  after 
wliat  hoa  pne^ed,  were  I  to  yield  my  cltims  it 
would  be  attrihiitod  to  fear  or  conecioue  guilt ; 
uid  no  other  will  being  in  existence,  the  pro- 
perty would  go  to  Mr.  llorton'e  nearest  relative 
by  descent,  not  marriage  ;  so  the  setting  aside 
this,  tbougb  it  may  injure  me,  cannot  Itenefit 
Mr.  Dchival;  and  I  should  be  grieved  ind«ed 
were  there  to  be  any  lawsuit  between  me  and 


hM 


"  B*  lyafct  «r  kdcn  mUnepCBt  aa 
rtfmni,'  and  ImbH  rir—iagly. 

*  Th^  aiB-Biral  wai  nnlortaaato  lo  wy 
the  laHt;  wad  peifcipi,  fcr  die  «Kk«,  vc  Imd 
better  not  eaqnire  too  clowlf  into  the  tnuh. 
Yvmng  men  u<c  rarelT  good  wMig^woJenli 
fbtogn  kttera  uv  TCiy  naeerUlD;  uid  Etia 
tine  WW  tioabtlcM  mocb  oocujued  bv  the 
lulbu  SigDon,  wboac  chartits   uutde   hini  so 
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render  to  relinquiAh  poor  CUra,  who,  aft«r 
the  rejiort  of  Itis  in6<lelity,  turaed  to  Gilbert 
for  conaolation," 

"  I  doa'c  think  Clara  really  loved  Mr.  DeUr 
val  wheo  be  quittod  Eugluod,"  wild  ImM 
timidly. 

"  You  have  too  romantic  notions  of  love,  my 
dear  child.  Clani,  though  henutiful  and  amiable, 
is  incapable  of  a  liuting  piueioa  ;  it  would  have 
been  for  hia  liappiuess  had  be  fixed  hie  ati'eo 
tiona  on  one  more  like  you.  But  write  my 
love — wriU;  whatever  your  own  wunti,  guileleBS 
heart  shall  dictate ;  he  understands  you,  though 
lie  doea  not  imdcn^tand  me ;  and  that  ensures 
my  pardon  for  hie  miainterprclation  of  my 
motives.  1  am  grieved  that  he  should  refuse 
my  oifcr,  and  persist  in  hia  enmity ;  but  time 
may  conviuec  him  uf  hie  error,  and  should  the 
dectl  be  found,  at  which  I  eliall  nioet  heartily 
r<goice.  Illy  readiness  to  yield  possesion  may 
acquit  me  tii  \m  eyes.     At  present  he  ib  blinded 
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Tub  tiny  of  t3\e  funeral  had  arrived — a  day 
loo  briglit  for  much  a  melancholy  occasion. 
Delnval'e  unlers  hwl  been  alrictly  obeyed — the 
aamc  gucAte  had  been  invit«cl,  and  with  one 
ur  twii  Ifitliiig  exoe[ittoni(  attended :  and  the 
■anie  procecHioii  moved  slowly  on  towards 
tlie  mauBokuin,  with  Morton  DcJaval  for  the 
chief  mourner :  but  not  the  same  Morton 
Uehiral  who  had  enacted  that  part  before^ 
Then  he  hud  been  younger — a  mere  youth, 
!Uid  florrow  new  to  him.     Now  the  fresh  bloom 
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1)11  his  youthful  dieek  Imd  f»itvti — foreign 
travel  liad  broDzod  liii  complcxioD ;  and 
thought  oik)  cufTcring,  an  intcrcourK  with  the 
world.  Mid  tliu  habit  of  aclf-control  luid  givea 
him  su  air  of  vommaad  and  dignity  whidi 
.tcniDRd  scarcely  suited  to  bis  Hl^^l1t,  gncvful 
tigurc.  Then'  waA  grief  in  hia  heart— tlial 
nil  mtglit  BOc ;  but  his  step  was  Bteadjr  as  be 
fuUowod  the  coffin  into  ifce  churdi;  and  tbc 
([ui^'cnng  of  hi*  lip,  as  he  lOArlied  tite  respect- 
ful eorrow  of  the  asaeinbled  villagers  was  hii 
only  uutvrard  »igii  of  weakness,  till  in  their 
)naaa^  to  lh«  inauMleum  lie  paseetl  itic  grave 
of  old  Steplien  Holloway  Iwneatb  tJie  jtw, 
and  caught  the  eye  of  the  aged  sextos ;  and 
then  a  shudder  ftbouk  hi*  frame,  an  the  remen- 
brance  of  his  gloomy  feani  nud  their  painful 
nncomplishment  crossed  hia  mind. 

'Ilmite  who  had  been  born  on  the  same  day, 
:inil  mnrried  on  the  same  duj',  liad  likewiae 
died  on  (he  same  day,  as  tbc  sexton  had  «aid; 
:uhI  the  body  of  the  poor  man  was  eoinnutted 
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to  Oio  earlli  on  tfae  mine  iltty  as  tliv  body  of 
itw  rich  loan.  The  two  coffins  biul  etoud 
•tdc  -  bjr  -  aide  in  th«  same  cJiurcli  ;  tli« 
wiine  words  of  liope  and  laitli  hwi  been 
rend  over  wch ;  iind  U«]Aval  ufUir  Mcingi 
iho  oorpae  of  lii«  uncl«  laid  reverantly 
bi-stdv  ihv  coffin  of  Im  departed  wife, 
joined  with  it  cluMt«R6cl  heart  in  the  hiimbkr 
rites  of  the  poorer  funeraJ,  with  a  gentl« 
ktndiii-wi  utul  simple  (kvution  that  confirmed 
thv  KKpect  and  nifeotioo,  with  which  ho  was 
already  rc^tnrdcd  by  the  villagcri. 

No  noisy  wonU— no  echoing  shouts  pro- 
claitneii  their  eenao  of  bis  oondeacenmon ;  for 
Im  sudd«R  and  unexpected  arrival  on  the 
night  of  his  uiiolc'a  death  luul  invested  him 
witJi  »  something  of  awe  in  the  minda  of  the 
sim{Je  villagers;  and  this>  with  his  nc()uired 
(li^ity  of  air  anil  the  aolemnity  of  the  ooca- 
mion  imvented  any  noisy  demonstrntions  of 
weJoiimei  though  it  was  the  firat  time  that  he 
hod  lieea  seen  by  any  of  them  since  his  return ; 
B  3 
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but  iImi  cruwd  ibut  opened  a  patli  before  h'm 
clo»c<l  round  hiiii  tu>  be  [M«»Gd  on;  nnd  tbe 
l(>ok»  tlmt  folluwed  him,  ae  hi.-  Ftcpt  into  the 
luuurDing  conch,  »howeil  bow  6rt»1y  he  w>>« 
eiithrojiod  in  the  bcnru  of  tbo»c  wnong  whom 
he  hud  ;;ii>wa  up  from  cliildliood  into  ntaii- 
liuod. 

**  I  am  wuit€<]  iu  a  Itundrct]  pUtcen.  my 
deitr  Morton ;  but  I  must  a\>eak  n  word  to  jroti 
ID  privftt*'  iHjfote  I  dopnrt,"  whispered  Su 
Thonnu!  Mcdiycott,  when  the  greater  pnrtioi 
of  tliG  gueHt«  had  uken  Ihcir  lenrc. 

"  Could  not  you  defer  your  coninmnicHtion 
to  a  more  fitting  tintc?"  miked  OoUvat,  rei^isltng 
tlio  efforte  of  the  Baronet  to  dran-  him  into 
another  room,  having  »o  inclination  to  listen 
to  his  idle  coniDionpIaoci<,  and  boastful  vaunt- 
ing*, lltpugh  ^  Thomas  hnd  as  lie  n^uiecl 
him  Imvelled  half  tlie  night,  leaving  much 
ini|iortiiut  business  undone,  tlut  lie  might  lend 
lite  itnpport  lo  Lis  much  esteemed  young  friend 
on  tliis  |4iiuful  occasion. 
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"  Iu]|Miesi1i!e,  my  dear  ^rorUm.  What  I 
have  to  tuty  cHunot  he  tleferreJ,  or  I  woult)  ptii 
it  off  till  Einottier  time  as  yoo  mgigest,  oat  of 
defcnsiKX'  tu  your  Icclitigs  uid  rcgnrO  to  my 
oUl  and  %-iiliii-tl  friviM].  But  yoti  lutist  not 
indulge  y<>iir  grii-f,  my  dear  Morton ;  w  uiiiiit 
all  dif,  atxl  yuu  liavc  many  and  ^rrcat  duli<'$ 
to  perfunn.  Come  over  to  Mcdiyeolt  Hall 
for  a  few  days — tlio  change  will  do  you  good. 
You  know  it  luu*  alwayi*  been  »f  a  s^rrotKl  bmiie 
to  yoii.  ImaIv  Medlycott  aiid  iiiyM-lf  have 
ever  regardwl  you  lu  a  »on,  and  Felicw.  wito 
nyiiijmtliixoa  fully  in  your  •orruw,  will  do  her 
best  to  «onEH)lc  y<iiL  She  »  jomi  [he  same  ue 
ever,  notwith8tiin<ling  the  imincnstr  adniirHtion 
which  &lie  has  recvivod :  «o  sweet  tem{>cn!d. 
8o  afti'ctionate,  eo  un|>relending.'* 

"  Miss  ^(oiUyoottV  time  must  be  too  much 
oocupi<>d  witl»  Sir  Chrittoplier  Holmes  to 
allow  of  her  bestowing  a  thought  on  nie,"  re- 
lied Dclaval  ironkally,  aware  thnl    rhi-  guiir- 
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wmStamtti  bjr  jm- 
.  aad  tivinp  ■  pcafiv  rtK»  oo  the 
"  To  br  an  tkc  nong  nao  wodd  po 
down  OB  Ui  karaa  to  lane  Imt  ;  waA  it  night 
be  ooadiend  ■  B"^  "'*''  ^  aome  girls. 
tiwagli  imt  lor  TAa*t  who  bat  bad  •ereni 
raiw4i  better;  but  tny  dn^ter  will  not  hear  tiX 
btm.  Indeed  I  am  soiDrtniies  wry  luuidu* 
about  thi^  (Tirl ;  tberc  is  «  pcmnrc  look  alioul 
her,  wkI  bu  Iigch  for  some  muothc — ever  fltnc« 
yon  quitted  England,  that  mnkcs  mc  fear  her 
h  art  ifl  iH)  longer  in  her  own  keeping." 
"  ReallV'    Then  I  misuoderstom)  her  brother 
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whu  ejiuku  vf  imr  bi-Ing  mtioli  •tUKJiivl  tu  Sir. 
C)tn8tu)>li<;i',  uml  clninicJ  my  congnitulntioii*," 
ubocrvet]  I>4:]aval  ilrilj-. 

"  My  dear  Monon,  you  a  imm  oCtlw  world, 
ajid  not  »ee  through  lliU?  He  nught  wUb  to 
mislead  you,  fearful  of  your  anspecting  her 
feelings — but  cvmu  ovsr  to  Medlycutt  IIdU  iiikI 
judge  for  yoiinwlf.  C^ine  to-morrow.  Promise 
mo  thiit  you  will" 

"  ImpOAsiblr  :  iini)  if  tlile  iff  nil  yuu  liiive  U) 
coromunicntC)  hIIdw  in<:  to  rejoin — " 

"  Xo,  no ;  1  have  aon)cthiug  of  tht-  utinoet 
iinporlnnco  to  omiiull  you  upon,"  exclaimed 
the  bulling  Sir  Thomas,  intemipliitg  him, 
and,  w  uMunl,  seizing  hol<l  of  his  button  to 
d«taiQ  him.  "  I  see  you  ar«  iiiiptttieiit,  «o  I 
will  go  direct  to  the  point ;  iudc^l  w«  must 
dedde  a»  soon  lui  poMible,  that  wc  may  have 
the  start  in  a  canvass,  for  tlicrc  is  another 
candidate  spoken  of.  Our  old  county  member, 
Mr.  Hoxley,  is  going  to  rcsiKn— I  know  ii  for 
certain,   though  it   ia   n  (;re»t  wcrvl ;    mid    I 
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want  joQ  lo  uke  kta  plaee.  With  ynor  {»na- 
ciplM,  andaMcli  wi  imnieBfle  property,  you  wiU 
be  certain  of  siicoeM ;  moA  I  wiU  t4ikc  half  the 
tnwMe  uff  TOOT  baitda — write  your  aiidrcHu— 
^re  hiDte  for  your  speeclie»,  &r.  &&" 

"  Aud  dictate  tuy  Totat : — 1  am  otkltjtoil  [u 

JOO." 

"  Nut  at  all,  my  dnr  Morton.  I  ahall  think 
it  ou  trooble: — ymi  know  I  always  looked 
apon  you  a^  ray  aon." 

'*  I  know  you  did,  Sir  Tboniad»''  re^tlied 
Dela^-al  in  the  same  tone  which  bad  l>et<trc 
annoyed  and  puzzled  the  scheming  Barourt. 
though  he  bad  endeaToured  to  conceal  hii> 
vexatuML  "  Bui  therv  un  two  insuruonnlable 
obslacW  to  the  acconiplisfamvnt  of  your  plan. 
Firei — t]»ot^ht  aikd  travel  have  given  me  more 
liberal  opinion*  tlian  would  euit  your  raeroltor ; 
and  »e(»ndly — my  unclo  has  leh  a  will  be- 
queathing the  wbok  of  hi«  [Hx^icrty,  landed 
luid  iM^raonal,  to  Mrs.  Morton." 

"  U  it  poraiblc  ?    And  women  can't  stand. 
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and  ber  son  ia  iiunTtwl,"  exclaiimtl  Ihv  »»- 
tounded  Baronet,  lenving  liis  hoM  of  tbe 
batton,  and  ia  hie  (li«mn)-  un«unM»(nwly  utter- 
ing hiB  tboogbts  alutul. 

"  Exactly  eo,"  answered  DKlaml  drily, 

"  But  surely  j^oii  tiiuin  to  dispute  tliv  will," 
said  Sir  Thutnae  nilij-iag.  "  It  ia  tnadocw  to 
leave  such  a  large  landed  property — en«h  ■■»- 
meneo  county  interest  to  a  woman.  She  must 
know  that  she  has  no  ri^rht  tu  it;  or  htr  son 
would  hare  attended  the-  runenil." 

"  Mr.  Fleming  it)  contiiwd  to  hia  bed  from 
indispositioD,  Mr.  Sninslmry  telle  me." 

"  Yuu  may  be  quite  Bure  thnt  they  fed  th«y 
have  no  right :  he  would  not  be  ill  if  his  mother 
had  nmlly  come  into  >ucb  a  property  u»  Morton 
Park.  Either  tlic  will  U  a  foigcry,  or  yonr 
untda  was  not  in  his  aendes  when  he  v^gu^d  iti 
He  waa  very  odd  tlie  last  time  I  saw  him, 
now  I  luincniber ;  talked  nouKnae  about  the 
chair  in  whicli  lii^  poor  wife  died.  I  enn  iiwcar 
to  that ;  and  I  dare  say  some  of  your  friends 
B  5 
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ou)  swear  to  other  Utings.  It  is  qodscusc 
to  Imvc  s  woman  such  a  projiert; — it  ought, 
and  it  shall  be  yours.  We  vrmt  you  for  our 
■ncmber — there  is  no  one  else  with  fortune  uiil 
spirit  enough  to  staud  n  contest,  which  is 
threatened." 

■'  But  my  too  liberal  pnnciplM,  Sir  Thomas." 

"  Oil !  han^  libonJ  |)riudplcs,  they  might  do 
very  well  abroad,  or  if  you  were  M»iuling  for  n 
radical  borout^b  ;  one  must  aport  such  thing» 
then,  but  the  owner  of  such  an  estate  u 
Morton  Park,  muftt  be  for  uiiholdiog  all  the 
privilege*  of  the  aristocracy." 

**  Then  you  consider  |>rinciples  a  more  matter 
of  fortune,  or  expediency." 

"  To  t»e  sure,  ray  dear  Delaval ;  every  man 
ol'  the  world  dces  that.  It  is  all  very  well  to 
boast  of  connistcocy,  and  cbmnur  when  one 
from  your  own  ude  rats  to  the  other,  but  self, 
family!  and  county  must  be  looked  to  Grat. 
Dispute  the  will,  Delaval.  I  will  swear  to  your 
uncle's  having  been  odd  and  clulditih ;    Imnt  up 
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ev)d«nc« — engage  public  opiiii«n  in  your  favni' 
— ill  short  do  any  thing  lo  wirv«  yon." 

*'  Thank  you,  Sir  Thomiui,  thin  in  most 
ftSeodly  ;  and  I  will  avntl  myvelf  iit  one«  of 
y<mr  kindtiese,  sinco  you  Iinvc  »1w«y«  {oil- 
•idcrcd  me  ae  your  8on.  My  han<l>«>t«c 
allowance  CM?aecd  at  my  unoU-'s  death,  ainl  law 
is  expensivo :  nioreoTer  I  have  nothing  to  livt- 
on  till  th«  n-ill  has  be«n  set  aaide.  Will  you 
lend  me  «  thousand  pounds,  or  bo,  to  ^  on 
with?- 

"  I  thought  your  allowance,  nt  luiwt  wa» 
secured  lo  you,"  excl^m«d  Sir  Thoma*  in  fri.'*Ii 
dismay. 

"  Mo,  I  lo«u  all,  and  inu»t  look  to  1117 
friends;  not  that  tliere  nrc  nuiny  to  witom  I 
would  apply,  but  as  you  have  such  a  great 
regard  for  roe,  and  are  so  ready  to  swvc  me, 
I  hnvf  no  heiitation  in  asking  you  for  a  loan. 
A  lUoiifland  [wunde  will  bo  nothing  lo  you, 
with  your  litrgt'  fortune." 
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••**  Ko;  nothing  at  nil — tX  any  other  timrt" 
rcjilinl  8ir  'Dioiiuw  liavktiy,  wdltng  away. 
"  But  jiut  Bt  tW  prcMDt  tnuoicnt — it  »  nwtt 
nnhicky,  nnd  1  am  cxcocdingly  ■orry,  but  my 
MU  hai)  Iwvii  »o  cxtravngaiit  tluit  1  ha%'c  not  »» 
mudi  rvaJy  nioui-v  at  the  buiikdrs.  Yuudi; 
luen  of  the  worid  ore  very  expensive,  my  dear 
I>elava)." 

"  You  can  ^ve  nie  billa  at  three,  or  even 
ax  moDtha  data.  Tbey  will  be  eure  to  be 
boaored;  and  you  are  so  aiuuoua  to  tene 
tae. 

"  Oh  I  eartiiinly ;  I  would  do  any  thing  in 
pniden«e  to  serve  you ;  but  I  make  it  a  (mint 
of  duty  iierer  to  give  bills ;  for  my  honored 
&tl»or  said  (o  me  on  his  death-bed — '  Thomaf, 
never  give  tulla.'-  Law  is  cxpensivo ;  and  a> 
you  hnvc  not  even  your  alluwanoe,  had  not  yon 
better  look  'about  you  a  little  first,  luid  try 
what  evidence  you  can  collect  before  you  get 
into  chancery  ?" 
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^hy  thU  in»y  be  more  prudeat.  So  iDpiHii-e 
I  go  uTur  to  MclUjcuti  HaU  to-inorrow  to 
consult  with  joii  obout  witnciww,  money.  Sic." 

"  WHiy  now  I  think  of  it,  my  denr  Delovkl, 
I  am  jmrtioulitrly  unj^igod  for  tiie  next  ten 
days,  80  you  bad  better  not  wait  for  m«,  but 
coomilt  eoin«  one  cW.  It  is  very  unliicky<; 
but  thfiy  will  do  notbiog  in  the  county  willwut 
me.- 

"  Well  Dcver  mind  your  being;  abecnt,  I  can 
just  ride  over  awd  iwk  Felicia  the  cauae  of  her 
pensive  loofe*." 

"  Don't  ibiiik  of  it,  DeUval,  when  you  have 
eoniecliing  i^o  much  tnure  imiiortant  to  ntlend 
to ;  besides  Fclicm  is  going  to  atjiy  with  Lndy 
Linton.*"  n-))licd  Sir  Tboina*,  grudiiiiUy  ctlging 
towni'ds  the  door  ua  he  s[H)ke,  till  he  hiul 
succeeded  in  sidling  into  the  other  room. 

**>8c]f,  tiunily,  and  county.  Sk>  I'  luve 
nniii:i»keil  n  nianoKuvrer,  and  got  rid  of  a  prooy, 
modilling  cgotii-t,  ttt  the  expense  of  reading  a 
dark  page  in  the  history  of  the  human  heart. 


u 


TttS   UUH  I  JiVT. 


bewrai  sBd  I  (Mwbt  o  M  ln*n  feiMnif  tW 
b«aer  Ibr  tkit  *9|)(m^  ot  e«aU  fad  tW  tM 
•xleot  of  n^  teom,  tbaa^  Analamg  twam  i 
f^trnx,"  iboogbt  MiiRuii  Ddarait  a*  lir  i*^ 
entered  ibe  roooi  to  reeeira  the  Mfieo*  of  Ui 
0(1m.t  gumtB.  Sir  TlMRisa  *rft»  apeihiug  w 
Suiwlrary  as  be  ■{■[leared,  but  broke  at  tb> 
oMtveraation  inimedtstel^  witfa  u  inptJilie 
abruptooM,  which  proclstmed  the  aobject  of  bv 
(Thcoutw. 

Tltc  BimMiet'a  jiarung  tww  wss  stiff  uwl 
borricd;  mm)  if  ft  smile  curled  D«la\'a]*s  lip,  ii 
wiu  ttot  auch  ft  nnile  u  pleaitcd  bia  embar- 
raiMd  gufisl. 

The  lul  carriage  bad  scarcely  parsed  tbrough 
the  last  gate,  ere  Dclaral  t^ntcrvd  tbc  brilaeha 
wbicb  wftH  waiting  to  bear  liitn  away  Troni  th« 
aoene  of  bo  much  ttorrvw  and  (liMt{)i>uiiitiiici>U 
He  hod  fulfilled  his  uncle's  hat  wishes,  and 
had  no  rlffhi  to  make  a  longer  sojourn  in  the 
home  of  his  forofatltcrs.     He  wa«  there  onlv  on 


sufferance,  and  to  linger  after  the  perlbrm- 
lUice  of  the  tut  auct  duty  waa  to  \a.j  himeclf 
uixler  tin  obi ign lion  to  lier  who  bad  etcpt 
bctwoon  him  wmI  Iua  riglitrtil  inlicntnnix-,  aiid 
robbe<)  liim  of  all  he  nu»l  viiliied  on  mrLli. 
The  hoMiv  of  )ti»  childliood  wa»  no  ]iinf;er  n 
honitt  for  hiui ;  wtd  Ii«  nui#l  go  fortJi  into  the 
world,  iiu  outCHSt  mid  a  beggnr.  He  vrlio  Imd 
tbceii  reared  in  ttpleitdour — cradled  in  luxury — 
the  indulged  of  kind  relfttivcfl  -the  courted  of 
the  worldly— the  expectftut  of  great  wealth, 
ras  DOW  stru^liog  Hgaiust  the  ovib  of  poverty 
— the  neglect  of  the  worldly  laioded :  and 
muet  worlt  his  way  to  n  bare  competeiKc,  for 
be  could  hope  no  more,  witliout  the  cheering 
amile  of  loving  kindred,  or  the  proepect  of 
winning,  by  hiit  toil,  ll»e  woman  to  whom  he 
bad  given  his  heart. 

Ab  thu  earring  rvachcd  the  last  point  on  the 
road  from  which  he  could  obtain  a  good  view 
of  the  old  house,  he  tumod  to  take  one  last. 
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long  Inok.  The  auit  wa«  aliining  liiU  upui)  it< 
throwing;  out  the  ricIiDcsa  of  ita  wrvliiu-<-turD 
and  the  beaatj'  of  Us  position ;  uU  Arouud  it 
was  bright  and  glowing.  Belaval  drew  book 
witli  ft  islurpcr  ]wng.  Tbe  boni«  ibiU  lia<i 
shcltvrcil  lii*  infaiipy  »bouM  not  have  looked  so 
bright  wlioD  h<-,  its  rightful  heir,  was  leaving 
it  fur  over,  a  l>cggar,  and  nn  csilo.  He  tumod 
to  tl)u  village  church  and  the  mausoleum :  both 
were  in  gloom — in  diadow.  It  ^t as  a  fbolieh 
fancj  i  but  it  seemed  ns  tlioiigh  tJiej  «ytnpa- 
tbizod  witli  him  — look  part  in  bla  sorrow:  aod 
his  eye  dwelt  upon  tlicm  till  inlervening  tree? 
shut  thcDi  out  from  Itiit  view.  He  had  entered 
tl>c  carriage  with  a  «teadji  iind  n  stalely  step, 
for  tlie  gaping  menials,  hired  by  Mrs.  ^lortoB. 
were  watching  his  dc{)iarture ;  but  a  bleeding 
heart  lay  beneath  a  cligni6cd  demeanour,  and 
a  fiiiutnees  came  across  him  as  he  passed  tJie 
bouitdary  of  the  domains  of  Morion  Park. 
He  was  alone,  for  Adaina  had  boon  let)  be- 
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tKb  expectant. 

hind  lo  arrange  tJie  removal  of  all  Iits  own 
ecpecial  goods  and  chattcb,  with  sinct  onl«ra 
to  ofaiini  nothing  ttie  poHw^ion  of  wltkli  oould 
be  disiwtod ;  n»d  th«  nece^^ity  of  p&yin{T 
turitpikM,  (HMtlKiys  &<:.,  Tor  almost  the  tii-rit 
time  in  hi«  Vile,  prevented  iia  mind  from  dwell- 
ing M  mtidi  u  it  would  otherwise  have  done 
on  the  dark  destiny  whicli  fate  was  weaving 
round  bim. 

Howev«r  luttisfled  in  liia  own  mind  that 
Morton  Park  not  only  ought  to  be,  but  really 
was  his  by  thn  deed  of  which  his  uncle  haii 
spoken,  he  hutl  deemed  it  moi't  prudent  to  offer 
no  furthfr  opjioflition  to  Mrs,  Morton's  claims, 
till  his  own  rights  ehoiUd  be  fully  established 
by  the  prudu4;tion  of  the  document  on  which 
they  wero  grounded ;  and  he  was  now  on  his 
way  to  Barnes  fwr  the  purpose  of  learning 
from  him  where  this  valuable  jmper  was  to  be 
found;  whilst  Adnina  was  to  gather  what  in- 
formation he  could  from  the  witneaacs  to  the 
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will,  tl»   viltn^n?.  uh\   some  of  the   ol<!  do- 
rae«tic». 

Bnrnes  wn«  roiitui,  hihI  Barnes  wm  moict 
anxious  to  see  hts  young  miuler  cstaUtshed  u 
the  lidr  of  his  unclcV  -vtut  po««c«vion«;  but, 
except  ronfinning  the  rvport  that  some  deed, 
which  he  betierod  trns  to  ihut  Hibct,  h«d  onc« 
existed,  he  oould  do  little  to  furtlicr  hi»  wi*!iea. 

Soon  nfWr  Mw.  N!ortoti>  death,  Kanio*  hud 
been  callod  on  to  witnem  his  niaster'e  signature 
to  a  deed,  wlnoli  Mr.  Sain8l>urjr  bad  told  him 
after wanis  in  confidence,  on  his  expressing 
Home  anxiety-  on  l)i«  Rubject,  Mciircd  the  whole 
of  the  profwrty  to  IVInrul ;  but  the  eontenta 
of  the  (taper  had  not  been  rout  aloud  in  the 
presence  of  the  valot.  Mr.  Sainabury,  who 
had  drawn  it  np  Bnd  v,-itncfised  it,  was  dead— 
his  son  positirely  denied  all  knowledge  of  sach 
A  document ;  and  the  clerk  who,  during  the 
accidental  absence  of  young  Sunabar^,  had 
also  officiated  as  a  witness  had  lon<^  since  been 
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rejiurtetl  as  wrecked  in  ODe  of  lh«  vmigrunt 
i!hi|M  wliivli  luul  «ulod  for  Amcrk'a. 

\VIi(.-thvr  the  [Mixiv  vthoau  «i^iuture  bv  bad 
wittu.-s»c(t  wiu  a  will  or  «  deed  of  gifl— n 
revocable,  or  an  irrevocable  act ;  and  wlu-lher 
it  had  bcco  doetroycd  or  was  still  in  existence, 
tLe  trusty  Barnes  knew  not.  He  bolioved 
tliat  it  had  been  tak«n  away  by  Mr.  Sainebury 
at  the  lime  ;  but  of  it«  after  destination  he 
could  not  even  form  a  conjecture  ;  and  Mr. 
Morton's  a«sertioD  that  he  conld  tell  where  it 
WM  concealed,  waf  evidently  the  nsBertion  of 
a  bowildei-ed  mind,  founded  in  all  probability 
on  some  confuned  remembrance  of  his  having 
seen  him  sign  it.  Barnes  was  ready  to  l>ear 
icalimony  tlmt  Mr.  ^^forton  on  many  occasion*, 
particularly  allcr  Delaval's  de])urtun:,  hud 
declared  that  the  wbole  of  the  property  woidd 
go  to  hia  first  wife's  nephew,  on  his  death  :  and 
that  at  the  time  of  his  ticcond  marrit^-  hf  luul 
said  tlint  he  could  make  no  Mtth-iticiili*  on 
Mra.    Fleming,   as   every    thing   beloi^ed    of 
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riglit  to  I>«1«vii] ;  but  rtili  wlwt  vtens  lure 
flaserlions  ugAintt  a  will  olvurly  flnivrn  up,  uod 
legally  witueased?  Mr.  i^iindfonl  tmtl  Imnl 
the  same  decUnilions  :  but  could  give  nu 
poaitivv  evidence  as  to  any  dc4»l,  tlioiigh  hu 
believed  siicb  to  hafu  been  excc'iilctl,  for  Mr, 
Morion's  unhaiipy  jciilotiey,  fostered  as  it  now 
M]>(ieared  hy  Mr*.  FJcniinj;,  bad  made  him 
unwilling  to  re|KMe  [Wrfoct  confidence  in  any. 
Otte  of  ttie  witn«edCiS  to  titc  will  fancied  bo  Ittd 
heard  Mr.  Morton  say  in  an  under  tone,  whilst 
ugning  bia  name,  '*  it  will  be  of  no  u«^" 
but  be  could  not,  or  would  not  potitirdy 
awcar  to  this;  and  a  fancy  would  meet  witli 
little  credit  from  judge,  or  juror. 

Itarn««  and  ollwrb  of  the  old  dowcatica  were 
ready  to  hear  witnetw  tltat  }[r.  Morton  Itad 
not  been  like  himself  for  aouio  months  boforo 
his  marriage;  never,  (u  mniiy  thought,  nllrr 
parliiig  with  his  iic[ihew;  but  supposing 
that  iheir  e\iilencc,  luu)  it  was  acaredy 
atroug     enough     for    tliut,      could     establifh 
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the  old   Diui'a   i»ca|(it<.-ity,    williout    Uie    pit>- 

(luctiui^  of   MMnc   will   or   <]e«(l   in     D»luv-al*0 

fnt'ur,  tli«  )iru]>crty,  ili  Mn).   Mortuii  liitcl  U»lil 

)mr    nii'«c>    wnuUl    dvi^viid    lo    llic    uearcat 

reU(iv«s  of  Mr.   Murton,  not  to  tlioM  of  bis 

tint  wife;  mkI   lie  ttko   had  bu  long  l)vltuvi>d 

hiitiwlf   (h«    lieir    of    thoudaiida   woutii    otill 

rvmniti  a  hr^^r.     That  such  a  doe<)  iIkI  rtill 

vxut  or   waa  tup[Kt9Gd   to  exist  by  St«)iheii 

inabury  aad  Mra.   Morion,  Uebiral  (lit)  uot 

donbt;  but  tho  conviction  of  the  disinherited 

heir  vriin   not  )>rcoiAely    tlie   sunic   thin;;  :is  a 

t)evi»ioti  in  the  coiirtit  of  law;  nml  the  ok-vcr 

toliciiur,  a  fonntr  |>uniivr  of  the  t^ldcr  Suiki- 

burjr's,  before  whom  he  hiid  nil  the  tiifonHutioii 

whidi  hn  liiid  bvcn  able  to  procure,  tiliook   his 

iMMd  itt  t)ic  pAUcity  of  i;tidc»cc;   and,  being  s 

nuin  uf  hfliiuiir  n»  vrcU  aa   talent,  pointed  out 

the   ini|>r<>lwbility   of    CEtablishing   his  cluiuia 

wilhotit  lifiiig  nble  to  produce  some  stronger 

|in>ufa  uf  thcur  Juilioc.  ' 

D.-latuI  saw  all  tie  force  of  kU  argtuncDta, 
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Bud  yieUttl  to  tbeia,  tl>nagli  wtUi  prut  n- 
litctanec.  Every  feeltog  waa  outmged  hv  ibis 
iriucu|>h  of  the  wUy  woomD  n-hu  tiwl  uitaqieil 
the  |tUce  of  his  aunt,  trraanized  vwr  bi* 
uncl«,  and  bligblcd  hia  own  brilliant  proepeeta ; 
but  there  was  no  alternative.  It  would  bo 
oiadncfls  to  coraineuce  a  suit  for  the  recovery 
nf  hts  i>n>[)en]r  in  tJic  face  of  nicb  •ound 
advice,  to  hm  quilted  Mr.  Lucaa  with  tlunlu 
for  h»  counsel,  Adding  that  he  relied  on  biiu  to 
be  on  Uie  alert,  and  employ  his  utnio«t  en- 
dcavours  to  obtain  further  proofs  in  his  favor, 
n  Itwk  which  tlie  worthy  solicitor  moet  rewUly 
iindvrtook,  ttotli  on  aocouiit  of  his  regard  for 
the  disappointed  exjtectanl;  and  his  dLolike  to 
Stephen  Sainebury,  whom  be  bad  long  con- 
i^idcred  a  disgrace  to  his  pruftwsioB. 

•'  Who  is  to  be  the  new  county  memberr 
lukeil  Mr.  Hudson  of  i^r  Thomas  MedJyoott, 
AS  tlii;y  vutored  a  room  in  the  beet  inn  at 
Kinglctoii.     "  Morton  DeUval  Y" 

"  .Morton  tlddleetick !"  replied  tlie  llanmel 
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tCKtily.  clwiiig  oiic  door  behind  hiiii,  but  uuvcr 
rcpiiukiug  Uiut  ouu  on  tliv  other  t>iile  wiu  nlill 
iyiu-,  aod  little  8u<<|>cclJng  tJuit  tlic  spartuicnt 
into  wliioh  it  opcnfd  was  at  tliis  moment 
ovcuj>ivil  by  tlii*  wry  Morton  Fiddlcetick  hioi- 
Mlf ;  who  wan  wiiitiiig,  tiiuch  aguinst  Km  ini:Ji> 
natioQ,  for  horun  to  convey  him  od  hia  way  to 
town.  '*  Why  he  ia  a  beggar — un  atMoIuto 
bfggar :  has  not  a  jwuny  in  the  world,  and 
with  lu»  liabita  of  expense  will  »oo»  be  In  n 
gaol." 

"  You  don't  my  so  1  And  wlio  has  the 
[iruperly  limn?'' 

"  Mr.  Morton  K  wi<luw,  occ  of  tli«  most 
«(;itiiibl«,  fH.->clnating  women  I  crcr  met  witli. 
1  saw  lier  Iwo  duyd  vince,  to  talk  OT«r  the 
roproeentatiou  of  the  county.  I  wanted  her, 
IIS  ithv  roiild  not  slund  herself,  toninke  over  the 
property  to  her  eon,  and  then  lie  would  make 
u«  n  cRpital  member ;  so  ready  to  spend,  find 
could   make   such    phmeible   spceclios    to   the 
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drdora,  and  their  wirea  too.  She  ns  nii|^tilj' 
iuiered  bv  the  propoaitioa,  bal  declined  tlw 
offer  out  of  delicacj-  to  Ddanl  -,  nut  thai. 
«fa«  owes  tiim  toy  ddicacy,  for  be  haa  lieluTe^ 
•huaefaUj  to  ber,  uul  all  tbe  fkmil;,  Biifml- 
ia){  fabdioods  about  ber  ooodnct  to  tbe  eU 
otui,  ihongh  every  body  fcoom  there  never 
WW  a  nioro  attentire,  or  affectionate  wife. 
ocTcr  naming  him  btterty  without  tearv  iu  her 
eyn;  lod  abaolutely  tbreaieabg  to  go  to  law 
with  her,  tlwugh  ehe  offered  in  the  uutet 
handaome  wav,  notwiUisIanding  hie  ill  conduci, 
to  give  Iiim  more  llian  the  allowance  made  hint 
by  hid  doting  unelc  She  could  nut  forget 
lliat  he  wftB  her  late  huetnnd'a  nephew,  (he 
said. — only  ni-phew  in  law  by  the  way — 
tboagb  he  might  be  oon»id«reil  in  itomc  6cn«; 
the  murderer  of  bio  poor  old  uncle,  burxling 
rudely  into  lus  room,  and  making  n  kvoc, 
when  lie  wns  eoppOM'd  to  be  a  tliottennd  mil«« 
off:  and  thif  after  having  refused  to  return  in 
s|)it«  of  his  iincte'«  frequent  eolreatiee." 
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"  And  l]ut  ta  why  Mr.  Morton  disinherited 
him,  I  sdppoAC." 

"  ExACtly  so;  after  bearing  with  him  a  long 
time." 

"  But  was  Dot  he  engaged  at  one  time-  to 
the  pruscnt  Mrs.  Fluiniiig  ?  If  so  tluit  might 
account  for  his  not  wishing  to  return  after 
she  had  jilted  him." 

"  What  could  the  poor  girl  do?  She  had 
no  Other  home  you  know ;  and  iitidi;,  aunt,  and 
nephew  all  urged  her  aoccptance  of  Delaval ; 
but  when  ithe  heard  of  his  goings  on  in  Italy 
with  some  Italian  Signora,  she  very  properly 
wrote  to  break  off  the  engagement,  and 
inairied  Fleming,  to  whom  she  h  much 
attaehed." 

"  Was  tliat  it,  Mcdlycott?  I  Itavc  heard 
a  very  different  talc." 

"  I  dare  aay  you  have,  for  Delaval  ia  so 
ennged  at  his  uncle  showing  his  sense  of  hi» 
misconduct  by  di^nheritjng  him,  tJiat  he  is 
spreading  all    sorts  of   scandal  against    Mrs. 

VOL.    III.  c 
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'    IBM;     WilaBg    £Karded< 
rril  af  her ;  and,  m  1  loJd 
vratcsiB^  to  oapnto 

k  kad  better  let  tint  sloix!. 

•^HT  i|vieclT  ;  for  tlie  pnlilir 


be  £d  Dot  mury  jfour 
I  ytpo  expMied  oooe.* 
'*Oh!  tiMl  w»»  kU  idle  gooniiv  I  was  obGgnl 
to  be  einl  to  Uai,  Tor  taj  old  friend^*  sake; 
lad  pHr*  ba  ma;-  Itarv  fuDoded  eomp  liopf? 
aa  dak  driHtT ;  bat  FcHcia  nprrr  Ukcd  hiin, 
and  I  nw  tlmnigfa  btm  at  ODce,  and  jirr<)icted 
wbal  be  would  trmi  oat.  He  had  never  much 
ukni :  aod  now  tbat  he  has  nothing  he  haa 
turned  radical — as  all  be^ars  do." 

**  Morton  IVlaval  turned  radical  I  Are  you 
certain  of  this?" 

**  Qnite  certain.  I  believe  be  had  »onie- 
thing  to  do  with  the  caibonari,  and  such 
li-Uoore  iibroad,  nnd  you  may  expect  to  bear 
him    nd^-ocnting    hdi  venal     auSrage,     annual 
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porlUmenU,  an<l  the.agiiriu  I*w.  He  liu 
itutlitDg  to  love  hy  such  dootrinea,  and  may 
gum  something  in  a  scrambli!.'' 

"  Delaval  gain  aujtliiag  in  a  scnunble  ?  I 
thought  be  had  been  too  ladolvut  mul  iiriisto- 
cratic  for  that." 

"  Aristocratic  I  he  is  a«  proud  as  Lucifer,  if 
that  is  what  you  mean;  uid  looked  like  an 
emperor  iit  tlic  licnd  of  hia  armj  evea  whilst 
be  was  onking  inc  tu  li:iiil  liiui  money ;  and  u 
fw  h'xs  indoJt-ncu  I  wuuld  back  im  climbing 
SoowdoQ  in  ten  miuiitca." 

"  Did  he  nek  you  to  lend  him  money  ?" 

"  Ay ;  nud  pressed  it  too,  so  tJut  I  had 
some  difficulty  to  keep  out  of  tlio  scrape." 

"  Then  I  shall  cut  the  acquaintonco ;  for  I 
make  it  a  rule  never  to  know  a  man  wlur  wimts 
to  borrofr  money." 

"  You  are  quite  right,   Hudson ;  and  Dela- 

val  looks  thunder  and  lightning  if  you  refuse. 

He  is  greatJy  altered,  and  fur  the  worse.     I 

I  would  lay   a  hundred   pounds   that  bo   is  in 
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gnol  for  ae^tion,  an  assault,  or  debt,  vidua 
the  ye«r." 

''Done!  Sir  Thonm,"  wd  Delaval,  stalk- 
log  into  the  romn,  for  he  IiimI  no  other  wav  of 
exit,  and  louking  very  niiivlt  like  the  emperor 
at  the  head  of  his  Knny,  wid  the  precipitate 
climber  of  Siiowdon.  "  Vou  are  witne». 
Utidifon,  and  shall  hold  the  staknei.  I  »m 
disinherited;  and  therefore  the  greatest  villain 
tliat  Wftlka  the  enrth.  Good  morning,  genilv- 
uton ;"  and  without  waiting  for  a  reply. 
Morton  quitted  the  apartiiient,  leaving  l!ud»on 
and  ^r  Tbomu  8peechle«i  and  cunfouuiled. 

Before  tlioy  had  rcoovcred  from  their  dismay 
and  confusion,  ha  who  had  so  Planted  them 
-was  on  his  way  to  London. 


THE    EXPECTANT. 


S9 


CHAPTER  II. 


"  A  THOUSAND  welcomes,  Delaval !"  cried  Enicat 
Gifford,  meeting  his  friend  at  the  door  of  his 
Bmall,  hut  well  furnished  houae  iu  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Ilegent's  Park.  "  But  I  am 
not  to  stay  speechifying  here,  for  Husan  insists 
on  my  taking  you  to  her  directly,  that  she  may 
thank  you  for  pving  her  such  a  piece  of  per- 
fection for  a  husband ;  and  I  am  not  sure 
whether  you  will  not  be  required  to  kiss  our 
boy — your  godson." 
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"  You  «rc  happy,  Giffonl ;  I  rem!  it  io  your 
looks—Tour  tone.     Thank  heav«n  thea  tl>ere 
ia  one  bright  thread  in  the  ditrk  weh  uf  mn 
d«stiny ;  and  oae  good  deed  to  wl  against  myl 
catAlogiH:  of  sins.' 

"  Catalogue  of  sins  I     What  do  you  mw 
Morton?"  asked  Giflbrd,  elrurk  with  ttw  bitlei^^ 
M«  of  hid  tone. 

"  I  am  a  beggar,  Gifford ;  and  therefore  the 
gi«atest  sinner  unhung.     If  I  Itad  not  quitted 

the  goo<l  county  of in  haste,  I  might  have 

beea  hunted  to  deatli  like  a  niad  dog,  for  ill 
cooduct  to  my  nnele,  and  tlw  Fleniingii.  Tlie-^ 
morality  of  the  whole  county  is  up  in  anna  at 
ray  wickedness;  and  aU  mean  to  cut  the  ac- 
quaintance, Ic9t  I  should  ask  them  to  lend  me 
money.  But  we  must  not  kiM-p  your  wife 
waiting,  and,  to  tell  tlic  trutli,  I  shall  not  be 
eorry  to  get  tlie  meeting  over ;  our  jinrting  at 
Xaplc«  WR4  none  of  the  happiest.* 

"  Gifford  aMures  me   that   you   think  him 
perfection,"  wiid  DcUval,  returning  tlie   warm 
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welcome  of  liU  lioitt«M,  with  n  i>i-««4ure  of  lier 
Itond,  nad  uMUiniag  llic  guicty  wliivti  he  could 
not  feci. 

"  EniMt  iH  v«ry  tinpurtiaciit ;  grown  (luUe 
unbearable  siace  Iiord  Emngoourt  haa  said 
that  he  doe«  not  know  ivbut  be  ahould  do 
without  him,"  iLiMwvrcd  Hiuiin  witJi  a  look  of 
pride  luid  afTeclioQ,  tliat  might  have  contt-iitcd 
even  tlic  tiio«t  exacting  lover. 

"  Hiu  Lord  Grringcuurt  isaid  this  ?  I  oon- 
grat*ilate  you,  Gifford." 

*'  Yce,  tluit  liG  ha« ;  and  eaid  it  publiciy  loo," 
uD«wervd  the  gratified  wife.  '*  And  vc  owe 
this — wc  owe  almost  cveiy  tiling  to  you,"  she 
added  with  t«ars  in  her  eyca. 

"  Yea,  Dcbval:  Su^on  siya  truly  j  we  owe 
all  Dur  bappinesa  to  you.  But  for  your  int«r> 
fereucc  I  should  not  have  dared  to  ask  Susan 
to  be  mine ;  but  for  your  rccommendatton. 
Lord  Knringcourt  had  not  taken  me  aa  bu. 
secretary." 

"  \V\to  told  you  this  ?"* 


I 
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to    ifa&ak  ynu 
■t  V  •!•»  hit  wife   W'Yml 
hia  ^  pna  <f  >U  U«  ilebtt;  and  he 
fair  with  tibe   wodd  agiin,  uwing 
Boiluag,  ud  gHniBg  »  aNDpeteoce.'' 

"  I  «n   ]^id  lo  bear  Uat  be  du    longer 
Doeda  my    sid;    Tor    I    Cia    benefit  no  one 


niiw. 


"  8«3r  noi  so,  DckTs],  you  can  lvac-)i  tuuu 
b<jw  to  bCM  misfortunee  as  they  ehould" 

•*  I  luUBt  first  learn  the  Icseon  myself.  But 
pre  1  piweed  to  ask  of  other*,  1  wohW  (tjieitk 
of  t)i«  thousand  |>ounde  which  I  fonn<)  lni<i  on 
my  dressing  tabic :  yoa  know  it  wu  nlwiiyt) 
intended  as  a  gift."  ' 

"  I  oever  received  it  but  as  n  loan :  and  ran 
DOW  repay  it  without  difficulty.  Say  no  more 
aliout  it,  Dclnval,  I  entreat  you.  I  nvo  you 
much,  veiy  much  besides ;  and  should  you  evtr 
reguD  your  fortune,  which  I  trust  you  will,  we 
^hall  look  for  a  Imndwnie  present  to  our  little 
Morton,  mo  let  that  content  yon.  Neither 
Susan  nor  mywlf  will  ever  take  l«w;k  the 
ihousan<l  potind«.  We  arc  as  proud  as  youi> 
wlf." 

"  Proud,  Giflbrd  I  ay,  so  I  am ;  atttl  n  thou- 
sand evil  things  beside.  Well,  let  thin  ntnnd 
then,  for  I  have  nothing  else  in  the  world,  save 
what  my  britscha  will  fetch  i  and  about  five 
hundred  pounds,  (he  balance  of  my  allowance 
c  5 
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up  to  my  nndt't  death ;  nu)  were  I  fbrtber  tu 
fiteoH  tbe  potDt,  I  tnif^t  {lUty  tbc  fool— «r 
tbc  woman.  To  oooehule  mj  £aoottne  on 
firturitjr,  bcgtm  at  dinner,  did  not  jou  aty 
tliat  X^ord  Enitq^urt  wanted  a  ounfideniinl 
Htmutt" 

"  CertaSolj;  bot  bow  cu)  that  alFoct  you  ?" 

"  I  am  not  goin^  to  be  ht»  lurdehip'o  gcntli- 
ttian,  Gifford,  it'  that  is  what  hu  disturbed  your 
^feqimnimitj ;  I  very  much  doubt  if  I  could  he 
uny  thing  so  uwfaL  But  do  you  think  Lord 
Errinfrcourt  would  take  Adams  on  my  ncom- 
ruendotJun  ?" 

"  You  are  not  going  to  part  with  Adams, 
Delavair 

"  Id  it  not  enough  t)mt  I  am  abused  by  my 
enemke,  but  I  niuct  also  be  satirised  by  uiy 
frieods?  Do  you  too  mppoM  that  I  cannot 
exist  withoat  A.danu,  to  eat,  sleep,  walk,  talk, 
and  think  for  me?  I  hare  been  tutored  by 
yon,  Gi&brd  —tutored  by  Hutfering ;  and  really 
can  tio  my  own  sbov*,  though   I  do  not  deny 
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that  it  iv!U  ooel  cue  »  [«urig  to  piurt  witli  one  so 
fiiitbl'u]  uul  nttftchcU." 

*'  You  miui  Dot  part  with  liim,  OclaviiL 
W«  iwvo  n  room  an*)  a  wolcumc  for  hiiu,  aa 
well  04  for  you ;  iiud  lie  Im*  already  eetablbbed 
hiuiscirbeiui  DurHc  umk-r  Suaun.  You  should 
hare  sovn  huu  a»  I  did,  Umiag  our  crowit^ 
boy  oa  I  camo  down  to  dinner," 

"  I  am  no  longer  a  pelted  boy,  OifTurd,  to 
bive  all  I  wish  for;  but  witli  tbe  ^lower  of 
manhood,  have  r^me  its  duties.  I  must  wrestle 
with  fortune  and  compel  her  fiivor  by  force : 
but  the  wit  that  may  gain  one  punuy  loiif,  may 
be  unequid  to  obtainii^  a  second.  My  meuiw 
will  not  justify  ray  retaining  Adams,  nor  can  I 
HCcept  your  oSer  of  rcmaiDiiig  with  you.  I 
must  be  independiMit  ;  wc  poor  poopk  arc 
proud,  and  I  now  better  understand  your 
feelings  in  ibrmer  dayo.  I  must  Iiave  a  place 
of  my  own  to  sulk  iu,  where  I  can  quari'cll 
with  the  world  and  then  with  myself;  a  corner 
to  retreat  to,  wbcrc    1   c«u  growl  away  my 
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vexation.     It  U  of  no  use  urgiung  tbo  jxiiat, 

GiftimL     I  feci  all  your  frieadtliip ;    but   I  am 

HMohitc." 

.  "'  Suann  wtll  be  alill  uion!  (Itsnppointed  tlinii 

myself,"  sftid  Ern<:»i. 

"  A  little  thouglit  will  convince  you  uf  the 
wi^lom  of  my  dociiuQD.  I  eannot  aflunl  ii>  be 
uii  idle  inan  itbout  town  ;  mind  and  body 
require  tJiat  I  should  toil  with  hfi^d  mkI 
bands.  I  dare  not  let  eitlior  be  inactive  just  at 
I»reeenu" 

"  'nien  wliat  do  you  [>uq>o«e  doing  Y" 

"  Wntin<;  a  book,  if  Bennett  will  engage  to 
(iirnieli  a  flaming  review  of  it.  Half  the  worM 
tiiakc.t  u  point  of  believing  wltatever  it  sees  in 
print;  ami  millions  are  led  by  pnfla,  whilst 
protcetinp;  a^mnHt  tlic  folly." 

"  And  what  may  be  tlic  «ubj«ct  of  your 
work?"  aaked  Oifford  smiling. 

"  That  is  not  yet  quite  decided.  Perhaps  a 
CcMoic  Cookery  book ;  or  a  biting  tatire  on  tJi« 
foUiea  which  I  can  do  longer  punuc ;   Ic 
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an*  nlways  faoetiuus,  ur  bitkT  Or  U  tnay 
turnout  H  trevcllcr>  HamIi;  or  tlie  hi.'>tor>-  ol' 
the  learned  pig  l>f  n  travvUed  bore.  Tmvcllcrs 
iilwayo  toll  atnuige  tolce,  and  poor  men  am 
nlways  bores.  Vou  eJmke  yonr  head,  Giflbnl; 
in  disapprobation  of  my  present  mood.  Vou 
are  right,  nod  it  is  to  be  ho|wd  that  I  shall  be 
OTTActcr  tempered  to-morrow,  for  I  am  over 
bitter  to-day.  To  tliink  tlint  this  woman 
should  fill  luy  good  aunt's  place,  currying  tlie 
■iilfragcs  of  all  men  with  her,  wliilst  I  am 
iK:cii»)d  of  luutcning  my  uncle's  death  by  my 
»ud(len  return." 

"  But  she  has  not  won  the  sullragos  of  alL 
Yon  have  a  resolute  champion  in  Mr.  Gwyer.!*' 

"  Ah !  Mr.  Gwyer.  The  very  thought  of 
}m  cheerful  temper  is  likv  n  gleam  of  eunslune ; 
I  wifh  I  rould  keop  him  under  a  gbuw  cose  in 
my  little,  dingy,  dirty  room." 

•■  What  dingy,  dirty  room  do  yon  mean  ?" 

'"  The  one  in  which  I  found  you  jual  Wfore 
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wfl  went  abroad.  I  htw  rcAolvoi)  on  rCDting 
it" 

"  You  will  do  no  nich  thing,''  said  Oiflbnl 
warmly.  *'Tl>i«  ia  doiwuiw&  I  liave  uot 
foi^ttcD  your  look  of  ptty  and  horror.  Vou 
could  nol  live  there  a  week." 

"  You  lived  Uiere  a  uontli.  Let  ine  liave 
Vy  own  way,  Giflbrd;  1  shall  be  cured  of  roy 
oozconibry  the  •ooncr.  The  kntfu  muit  be 
used  UBspariagly,  or,  liko  a  cancer,  the  disease 
will  break  out  agaio." 

•'  Take  a  few  days  to  think." 

"  Tliiiik  I  1  most  not  think — I  must  be  up 
and  doing." 

"  Well,  w^t  for  a  few  days  only ;  to-morrow 
you  diue  with  Lord  Erringcourt.'' 

"  All  I  I  WW  thinking  of  biting  myself  out 
fl«  a  vide  disk,  at  eo  much  a  dinner ;  CHily  I  am 
afraid  I  am  too  young,  and  decided,  to  be  a 
popular  diner  out.  You  ulioidd  be  sufficiently 
old  to  save  prudent  mammas  all  lean  for  their 
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KUgntera ; — mfliokntlr  silent  ncrcr  to  intcr> 
fere  with  distiiigiiislicd  tnJkcn  ;  and  sufficiently 
pltnhle  to  yield  to  nrguincnta,  or  nu  urgumentH ; 
n  good  listener  to  pro*y  storiea — a  skilful 
rcjMrter  of  scandjdous  oii&i;  uid  »  tolerable 
OODveraer,  au  rate,  nothing  rcmarkublc.  A 
lion  should  have  a  splendid  mane,  a  stately 
presence,  and  a  magnificent  growl  ;  but  a 
jackal,  the  mere  caterer  for  lions,  has  notliing 
distinguished  about  him.  Would  it  be  poaeiblc, 
think  you,  to  tamo  myeclf  down  into  a  popular 
diner-out  ?" 

"  I  doubt  it,  Dclaval;  certainly  not  in  your 
present  mood." 

"  Jio  do  I ;  but  we  will  consult  Mrs.  Gifford 
about  it" 

*'  Whose  not«  are  you  etudying  so  atten- 
tively, Susan  ?"  enquired  her  huttband  on  cnter- 
in|f  tite  drawing-room. 

"  Are  you  jealous,  Entett  P  Ye«,  you  m  t 
HO  to  prevent  your  playing  Othello  1  tuppow  I 
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must  let  you  kc  it.     Read    It :    ytm  oui 
decide  what  is  to  be  done" 

**  II  conocnw  yoo,  Dela«il,"  aud  Giffhnl, 
afUr  pcru^ng  the  note     "  Here  »  an  offer." 

"  It  comcc  too  late — I  am  cogaged.     I  In*' 
t«nd  to  potson  yoa,  and  hnre  Mrs.  Otfford,  aee- 
ii^  what  a  lubniiuivc  wife  flii;  i^" 

"  Thauk  you,"  replied  GiffurJ  laHf,'lui^. 

"  Atid  so  you  ought ;  for  your  «:ho0t  nill 
have  the  supreme  fcUcitjr  of  hearii^  eri-ry 
hour  in  the  day,  lameniations  for  her  fii«t^ 
poor  dear  husband;  and  I  shall  be  bored  to 
deolli  with  repetitions  of — ay,  it  was  not  so  in 
]>oor  dew  Ernest's  time." 

"  Exactly ;  »o  you  had  better  give  ap  the 
idea,"  observed  Susun  with  n  smile. 

"  But  this  is  the  offer  of  n  boow;  and  not 
of  a  wift."  said  Giffbnl. 

"  Then  I  accept  it,  provided  it  b  in  one  of 
the  most  fashiooable  situations — I  cannot  po*-^ 
eibly  reside  in  any  other,  and  I  ehall  establish  a 
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Indies'  Boarding  House.     Don't  you  think  i^l 
will  always  be  full,  Mre.  Giffordi^' 

*'  Tliore  can  be  no  doubt  of  tbat,"  replied 
Suaan,  smiling  at  tbo  conceit,  yet  exdianging 
a  glance  with  her  husband,  which  told  how 
much  she  was  pained  by  tlic  bitterneea  apparent 
beneatli  the  veil  of  gai«tyi  with  which  he  J 
sought  to  hide  the  writhing,  and  the  wrestling 
of  the  wounded  «pint  ^ 

"  Do  you   remember   Misc   Hobwn,  Dclo- 
vair 

•*  To  be  6ure  I  do,  with  all  your  gallantry 
on  board  ihc  Ktcumcr,  and  my  contempt  fur  the 
same.     Is  that  an  invitation  to  their  'f  tUa  at, 
Csmbcn-cU?" 

*•  Not  only  that ;  but  the  offer  of  a  hoiuc  in 
tliie  neighbourhood,  at  any  rent  you  pleatfc." 

"  Peha  1     The  oftcr  in  made  to  the  rmpjioHcd 
h<Mr  of  Mortuii  Park," 

"  Vou  wrong  mother  and  daughter,  Deht\7il : 
they  know  all." 
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"  Gin  nM  tht  aote,  GiOonL* 

"Tbey  ksn  vans  hemtta,  DtJmni, 

bnrtt;  bat  t^  Imtc  no  fnbA,  aod  Uieir  oficr 

■■7  be  ka  deficMdy  wwded  ibao  }xid  woultl 

"  Poob  I  Giftitd,  ghe  aw  the  note,"  »iil 
Debval  eoloimag.  **  Tbe  rich  expectant  wu 
too  oitkal— the  beggared  heir  has  leunt  to 
prize  worth  and  kindnoas  above  mere  rank  wad 
pofiafa ;  or,  at  least,  kc  'u  tTj'mg  to  do  to.  It 
n%hi  have  been  aronled  bettvr,  bat  genainc 
Viailima  ia  preferable  to  a  well  tonied  phrase. 
One  would  think  I  had  aared  their  lives  in- 
stead uf  having  been  oolv  shamed  into  bore 
polileneM  bjr  your  example.  I  cannot  rent 
their  boose ;  but  I  can  api>reciate  ibeir  sympa- 
thy, though  bluntly  expressed;  beude^  you 
tell  roc  they  hare  been  slauncJi  friends  to  tbe 
Bennetts.  I  will  call  on  them  to-monxiw,  and 
never  laugh  at  their  /f  ilia  again.  BcUer  a 
Cocksey   dialect,    tJion   a   selfish  heart.     Vou 
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look  incredutoufi,  ft»d  you  tod;' Mrs.  G[fR>r<1. 
IXm't  put  mc  in  the  corner  to-night  aud  I  will 
try  and  be  a  better  boy  to-morrow ;  but  my 
present  mood  must  convince  you  that  I  need  a 
borne  of  my  own  to  sulk  in,  w  I  »tid  ju«t  now;*' 
whore  I  muy  growl  away  my  diHplca«un;  with- 
out ADiioying  any  one.  Good  night  I  I  am  like 
th«  fallen  angel — I  cannot  bear  to  look  oo 
your  bappincBS ;  it  fccaIU  too  stron^y  to  my 
mind  what  might  have  been." 

"  Give  him  time,  and  nil  will  be  r^it.  Tt 
is  a  hard  trial,"  wiid  Giftbrd  excuaingly, 
marking  the  tears  in  Susan's  eycc<,  m  she  beard 
him  pacing  the  floor  of  the  room  alKive.  "  It 
is  a  noble  heart,  made  nobler  by  adveri«ity." 

"  It  b.  How  could  the  woman  whom  he 
loved  00  truly  jilt  hiin  ?" 

"  She  was  not  worthy  of  that  love.  She 
was  sweet  tempered  and  lovely :  but  had  no 
strength  of  character,  and  could  never  eom- 
prebend  of  what  he  waa  callable.  She  was 
not  a  Susan  Knsthojic,  nud  00  I  told  liim  when 
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I  aaw  her.  Now  you  ow«  mc  smile  uimn 
Binile,  good  wife,  for  such  a  compHioont." 

"  I  am  a  macb  betttr  bo;  tliU  luorning, 
Mn.  Gilford,  113  I  proniisnl  to  be,"  mmI 
■Morton  De1s\-ol  as  he  entered  the  brenkfitst 
room ;  though  Adjuiis  considers  me  mad  be- 
cause I  contrived  to  dress  myself  without  his 
nMiMtance.  Give  me  plenty  of  sugar  in  niy 
tea  hcnci-forth:  I  sm  dut«rmincd  by  my  nwu 
cxcrtJou8  to  ewcctco,  as  far  as  may  be,  the 
bitters  of  life." 

The  resolution  m>  jestingly  announoctt  had 
been  scriou^y  taken ;  and  Dclaval'd  dvmeanour 
towards  tlic  HohsoM  and  the  few  iKiquaint- 
anccs  wlwni  lie  met  at  this  somcwiut 
unfiielitonnMc  season  were  convincing  proofit 
thiit  he  had  not  only  made  such  n  rcBoIulinn, 
but  fully  iiiteodcd  to  keep  it,  aa  well  as 
bis  unhappy  circumBtances,  and  the  infirmity 
of  human  naturo  would  pcnnit. 

Lord  Erringconrt'e  greeting  of  his  old 
friend's  nephew  was  frank   and   cordial:   and 
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the  attemioQ  which  he  paid  to  hu  ob«erva>' 
tiooe  showed  liuw  hij^lily  lie  Rpprecinted  liis 
talcot«. 

"  A«  a  rich  man  I  vooturod  to  reconinienii  a 
sccrctuy  to  your  lordship,  &s  a  poor  one  I 
would  recommend  a  confidential  eennnt"  said 
Morion  Dela\iU  luus  ui  the  c\'ciiuig,  taking 
the  opportunity  of  QiSord'a  having  lell  the 
roont  to  answer  a  note  for  Lord  ErringcoiirL 

"  Let  the  confideallal  Krvaal  proTc  hut  of 
lialf  the  worth  of  my  secretary,  and  I  shall 
1>c  your  debtor  indeed.  Oiitbrd  is  all  you 
dcfluribed  him  to  be ;  and  I  only  w^t  eonie 
expected  changes  to  give  htm  a  situation 
lietter  suited  to  his  talcnta.  BArriD);  a  foolery 
or  two  during  hie  courtehip,  which,  for  my 
own  Rake,  and  in  compliitncc  with  your  wish, 
^  dtortcned  ns  much  aa  jiossihle,  Gifiord  has 
united  the  quickness  of  talent,  to  tlie  pcrEcvc- 
ranoe  nf  n  slower  iutellcct  ;  and  liU  wife  is 
wortliy  of  him,  which  U  saying  much.     Con- 


-16 


Tns  BxrecTANT. 


eider  the  servant  vou  reoommciu]  as  engaged. 
What  U  bis  name?" 

"  It  is  Adams,  my  Lord,  of  wlium  I  speak. 
A  tliflumnd  tliunka  for  Uiis  promjit  oompliiuoe ; 
mkI  more,  fur  more,  for  jrour  kindnew  to 
Gifiurtl  and  hi«  wife." 

"  Adiuiw  !  Mr.  Dvlttval,  yoa  c«aaot  think 
of  parting  witli  Adftme." 

"  Too  enule>  my  lord  ;  and  tJiiak  with 
Giflord,  tliftt  AUddin  could  butter  part  with  hi« 
lump,  or  Wliittingtoo  witli  hid  cat,  than 
Murton  Ddaval  with  Ad«m#,  y«t  it  taiat  be 
ao ;  aiid  I  muat  learn  to  be  independent  of  Uic 
Mirvieee  of  oiImma.  Vou  do  not  object  to  take 
liiiii,  I  hope ;  lie  lias  serv'cd  me  more  faithfully 
tlian  I  con  tell  you." 

"  I  ehall  most  readily  receive  him  into  my 
aer\'ioe,  since  yoa  really  deairG  it;  but  will  you 
in  return  grant  me  the  privilege  of  an  old  friciid 
of  your  unclc*8,  and  allow  nte  to  enquire  a«  to 
your  own  views  and  projecta." 
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ninly,  my  lonl  ;  but  m^  views  and 
projects  arc  too  coomini>nplac«  to  merit  your 
attention.  Like  the  i-cet  of  the  wortd  T  se«k 
to  mftke  money,  with  this  distinetjon,  that  I 
miut  make  it  honomb)/,  or  slar^'e.'' 

"  Mny  I  uek  liow  you  purpose  t«  make 
it?" 

"  Vou  will  emile,  as  most  jwliticiaas  and 
men  of  liuHiueiw  would,  if  I  my  in  the  6r«t 
instance  l>y  imtliDnihip.  I  have  no  «&intul  and 
no  fHenild,  at  k-iist  none  to  whom  1  #1inuUl 
choose  to  apply ;  nncl  authowhip  requires  only 
the  clieap  outlay  of  pens,  ink,  and  paper." 

"  YoH  have  foi^lten  to  add  thereunto  time, 
labour,  Hn<l  anxiety — perhaps  patronage." 

"  I  have  not  forgotten  the  three  first,  my 
Itfrd;  but  though  they  may  harass  me,  they 
will  not  bring  rac  into  debt  to  othen ;  and  for 
the  fourtJi — I  am  not  going  to  inibltah  by  eub- 
•fcription,  nnd  if  the  public  dubs  mc  a  fool,  I 
.-•hall  )^iibmit  to  the  decision." 
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"  YoD  hnvo  lofty  notions,  Mr.  DelAvul." 

"  Too  \otty  your  lonlabip  thinks  for  OiHO 
who  must  win  hU  bread  by  bis  own  labour.  I 
deay  not  the  cluurgc^  My  change  of  circuia- 
stanocit  liua  been  so  roc«nt  Uuit  the  irritatioa 
ooc&Biunvd  by  it  bos  not  yet  cntiroly  subsided: 
there  \6  always  a  heavy  en-ell  for  many  days 
after  n  «tunn.  A  short  time  benco,  I  hoiie  U> 
be  lesa  proud  and  eensidre." 

"  And  euppoM  uuthonbip  should   not  kuo-.- 
ceod?     There  arc  many  in  the  field,  and  ttymc 
who  have  worn  out  body  and  mind  in  the  vain 
search  after  fame  and  wealth." 

**  H«  will  never  succeed  in  any  pursuit,  who 
think*  more  of  ihooo  who  have  fjlted,  than  of 
those  who  have  prospered.  'Ilie  soldier  to 
become  renowned  must  fix  his  attention  on  the 
victors  not  the  vanquitlied.  If  I  fail,  it  shall 
not  be  for  want  of  perseverance ;  and  I  must 
tlieu  turn  grocer,  or  shoc-blaok.  Will  yooT' 
lordsliip  promise   me   your  custom?     Do  not 
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U>  iliaoount^  me  more,"  h«  ikditeJ,  u 
Lord  Erringcfflirt  turned  away.  "  Througli 
Wt  night's  long  nnd  sleeploai  hours,  I  struggled' 
to  sulxlue  all  murniuring  and  dt«content-~tiu 
learn  to  trust,  nnd  hope:  ovcrtlirow  not  a 
fabric  i«e>  newly  raia«d,  m  little  colculatttl  to 
witl)9laiKl  no  n^auult." 

"  Do  not  Mippose  mc  actuated  br  mim:  tdl« 
vurtosiCy,"  said  Lord  Krringoourt,  deeply 
moved  by  the  quivering  lip,  yet  lofty  air  of  tlie 
speaker: — **  I  do  but  ask  in  the  hope  of  ©crviug 
you.  With  what  atyle  of  work  do  you  pu^ 
pgpc  comtuvncing  y 

"  I  undcnttand  your  lurdehip's  friendly  mo- 
tives, and  desire  ih>  coQcenlmcnt.  I  hare  vLsited 
uiauy  laodE,  not  merely  running  over  them, 
hue  ea(k«vouring  to  learn  the  cnuae  of  their 
rise  or  fall ;  and  jierhupA  my  romarlctf  on  these 
subjects  may  not  be  entirely  without  interest. ' 
(lifford  h»f,  I  believe,  comiuiinicatcd  to  your 
lordship  some  of  the  information,  commercial 
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nnd  |ioUticn],  which  I  sent  him  at   Ma 
^pmb*-'  -at 

"  He  has:  and  your  romarks  hjivc  vxctlvil 
eumo  attention  st  tlio  Forv'^ti  OlHci-,  and 
Boftrd  of  'rnidv.  At  procnt  1  have  bp 
(■Uuxtioii  wonhj-  of  your  noce|itanrr  to  offer; 
but  eoiue  little  time  hoticc — " 

"  I  Ihaiik  you,  my  ImxIi  but  seek  imttiiiig 
I'or  myefrll',"  eaid  Dolaval  closing  the  sentence. 
"  Vou  have  iirotnUttl  to  l«ok  to  UiSbnl'e 
adrnnccmcnt ;  and  that  is  all  1  a«k.  Yuii 
must  have  fifty  apjiltcaut*  for  every  atuatioD ; 
and  I  have  neither  wcaltlt  Dor  intcrt»<t  tu 
adrsnoe  your  party.  Your  lorddiip  baa 
forgotten  that  I  was  bom  to  a£9iienc«,  and 
conaequeatJy  bom  to  indolence,  eelGiduKtw, 
and  satiety,'' 

"  I  retracted  the  words  as  regarded  youreetf 
at  the  tune,"  replied  Lord  Erringcourt  colow 
in;;  el^tly.  "  Do  you  briog  them  ngaintt 
mo  now  in  pride,  or  in  aoger  t" 

"  In  neither,  my  lord ;  I  mvr«]y  meuit  to 
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AMi'iti  to  th«ir  truth  in  part  now — perhnpe 
more  fullj  hvrcftfter.  AVlictlicr  poverty  vrill 
put  All  end  to  mj  eclfishncM,  remains  to  be 
wen ;  but  it  muBt  of  newaaity  cure  indolence 
And  HHtiety.'' 

*'  If  I  were  interested  for  yon  before,  Mr. 
Dekval,  I  lun  doubly  interested  cow,  iwd 
would  engage  your  energy  uxj  talenla  on  our 
ride.  Vou  will  not  rcfbso  to  incocpt  a  ntuution 
under  mc  I  trurt." 

'"■"Certainly  not,  my  lord,  if  yon  think  I 
CKB  Mrre  you,  or  my  cvuntiy ;  and  I  am  more 
flattered  than  I  can  tell  you  by  the  ofler.  J 
only  objected  nt  flntt,  because  I  am  out  calcu- 
lated to  be  R  hangLT-on  to  great  men,  and 
feared  you  only  sought  to  aerre  me  out  of 
oonuderation  for  my  uncle." 

•*  Such  wa«  my  motive  when  we  met  in  the 
packet ;  but  I  haw  now  learnt  to  appreciate 
your  talents  and  hi^  honour;  bo  rememlier 
you  take  office  under  me  on  the  first  ofipofw 
tunity." 
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■'"Till  (lien,  I  conclude,  1  nmy  piny  imtUor/ 
"  1  shoukl  so  iLilvutc,  moee  your  vien, 
judging  fVoin  wlmt  I  liave  fecn,  coincide  wicli 
tboM  of  the  present  cabinet ;  and  iheivfoiv 
cnnnot  emburniM  you  hcronfter.  1  woulil  uctly, 
ns  tin  old  iwliticUn  nddreeaing  a  very  younff 
one,  venture  to  hint  tlmt  time  niii]  circtim- 
Htauocs  ennictinics  modify  our  opinions ;  nod  il 
is  well  not  to  Btnte  those  ojnnions  too  viuleully 
oD  first  blurting  in  life  H  is  not  agreeable  (o 
hftvc  oat'i  youthful  exAg^mtJons  set  in  battle 
urray  ogninat  one ;  K»d  liontile  |>oliticiii»s  thuv 
no  mercy.  Voiitli  deeidea  too  precipitately, 
■ltd  »gc  too  bIowIv  :  tlie  firel  plunges  into  (lie 
■Ircum  ttt  iJw!  deepest,  and  ia  carried  away  by 
t)i<;  i-urrcnt  of  its  own  p<u«iioo8 ;  the  la«t 
^ittindii  i^liiveriiig  on  ibe  brink,  afraid  to  tempt 
t]ic  ford,  tbough  perfectly  safe.  1  am  neither 
il  young  man,  nor  a  very  old  one ;  but  set  up 
for  t)tKjii*te  militu,  lliiis  fumisbiDg  yoB  witb  a 
pmclical   homily  on   vanity.      Will  you  dine 
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with  nic  on  Thursday,  and  bo  introduced  tu 
some  of  my  colleagues  ?" 

Delaval  left  the  house  witli  a  tighter  heart, 
and  more  hopeful  spirit ;  he  had  the  friendship 
of  Gifford,  the  esteem  of  Lord  Erringcourt, 
youth,  health,  and  talents. 

As  he  passed  through  one  of  the  streets  he 
saw  a  poor  woman  sitting  on  the  steps  in  a 
doorway,  holding  a  sickly  baby  in  her  anus, 
and  pressing  it  the  closer  tu  her  bosom  tu 
shield  it  from  the  cold  night  wind.  Her 
tattered  and  scanty  drees — her  skinny  arms — 
her  pinched  and  careworn  features,  all  told  of 
illness,  grief  and  poverty,  whilst  her  low  and 
melancholy  moan,  as  she  hushed  her  restless 
infant  to  sleep,  mingled  sadly  with  the  wintry 
gusts  that  swept  howling  by. 

"  I  with  my  many  blessings  have  dared  to 
rebel,  whilst  this  poor  creature,  amid  all  her 
sufferings,  is  patient  and  resigned,"  thought 
Morton   Delaval,   as  be   listened   to   the   tale 
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which  the  ebivering  womau  told  witJi  m]»t>l« 
feeling. 

"  That  i«  a  lesson  which  I  must  not  foryot,' 
be  rcnuirkcd  to  Gifloni  u  they  |>roceo()vd  on 
tlieir  way,  oAer  lie  h»d  provitk'd  tlic  widuwi^ 
oiotlier  a  shelter  for  tlie  night,  ami  [irouiiHed  to 
Ke  her  agiuii  ou  the  morrow. 

The  lesBom  waa  not  furgotl^in :  the  bitterness 
wmJ  irritation  cmiMxI  by  blighted  hojies  and 
filling  alighla,  gave  place  to  better  and  more 
cheerful  feeling* ;  nnd  tliough  he  persisted  in 
having  a  home  of  his  own,  and  tlint  n  jwor  one, 
being  resolved  to  enter  at  once  on  the  pnurlioc 
of  self-denial — instead  of  taking  the  lodgings 
fbrmerly  occupied  by  Gifford,  be  took  n|H>rt- 
nients  near  his  friend,  and  not  only  permitted 
the  vrarm-beortcd  Sufan  to  make  thi;  little 
arnuigcracnis  which  she  deemed  nwdful  for 
hi»  comfort,  but  thanked  her  sincerely  fur  so 
doing;  and  >'iclding  to  her  pcnuaaons,  not 
only  spent  much  of  hia  leisure  time  with   her 
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and  her  busbtuid,  but  oven  aiNXiptcd  ocrjiai<m- 
sdly  the  iuvittitioDB  of  tliow  among  hJe  sL-iiuol 
will  vuUcftu  frkutlif,  wlw  sliuwgd  any  aaxieiy  lo 
kwp  u|i  U)t!  noquuitituiKC  uf  t'ltniivi'  ibiy*. 

Xot  ooly  did  Lonl  ICrriiigcuurt  iiitiijilucc 
btm  tu  liiH  c-olk-iiguiM,  but  took  8ucli  ell'cctual 
nirans  to  Oniw  out  bis  powere  and  tli»j>Uy  im 
Udeate,  tbat  DelaTal,  if  slighted  by  coxcainl>!i 
and  foola,  was  amply  repaid  for  audi  aligbt«  by 
fiiiding  liimsclf  Gsteemed  and  suuglit  iiltpr  by 
ineJi  of  inli-lluct  and  genius,  and  consulted  uii 
uiore  Lliau  one  uccnuuu  on  the  subject  ol*  his 
travels  by  aomc  of  tlie  leodli^  uigii  of  tbe 
adnunistration,  who  were  struck  willi  the 
deptli  of  his  iiifurmation,  and  tlic  svundtiei^  i>t* 
hia  views. 

Th«  over  Beiisitivfinifia  which  genendly  ac- 
companies a  chunge  of  fortune,  and  which 
sometimes  occasions  slight«  as  well  at  Miufi;nifi(.<« 
them,  gradually  died  awuy  into  a  pro])cr  fcL-liog 
of  self  resjicct,  whidi  allowed  him  tu  judge 
fairly  of  the  conduct  and  chaiacterB  of  tlioae 
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witb  nhuui  he  associuted;  and  if  be  oould  not 
fnll  Ixtck  ioto  tlie  corelcc^,  U)ouglille»&  «ajuy-j 
inctit  of  bit)  jiTOBpcroua  claj-&,  aitd  that  <^>ultl 
iicvci'  )x*,  for  tKe  onei^<!a  ao  completely  rvustnl 
cuuld   not  agaiu   be   biid  oelcep,    lie   had   ibg 
HUpcrior  gratjlicxtioti  of  feeling   ttutt  be    vm-l 
working  out  for  liiinsclf  a  liigber  destiny,  luid-^ 
proving  tbat  lie  was  capaldc  of  nobler  tbing« 
th«i   being    nujrcly   counted    a    gentJeouuily, 
l>lciusuut  youug  uiau  of  taste  aiid  fortune. 

,,Adiun«  aiicr  inucb  peivuuioD  wu  tiiduoed| 
to  leave  bu)  yooog  nuuter,  and  take  wrvice 
n-itb  Lord  Rrringcourt,  on  the  express  con- 
dition of  returning  to  Ucbivut  ebould  the 
opjwrtunity  i:vcr  olfor  ;  wbiUt  l>el»val  proved 
to  his  friends  thnt  be  really  c«>uld  rati  livci  and 
dress  without  bin  Initliful  vulcl,  whicb  some 
hftd  doubled,  though  be  tcadily  admitted  tlial 
pnrUDg  witli  one  so  much  atUcbcd,  luid  aw 
n«cful,  was  uo  minor  trial ;  and  that  it  vrtu 
Bomc  weeks  crv  he  could  reconcile  biuueli'  to 
an-augiiig  tlic  oontouu  of  hia  wardrobe,  or  look 


MUi'anv  thing  tifiort  of  di'gust  on  iho  inelegiiiit 
fnl^itiirc  of  Iiitf  siHinp-rooin. 

"  No  impcrtiiicncf,  Giffbrd ;  I  shall  becblWi 
t|uit«  a  philosnpher  At  last,"  vras  his  smiling 
remark,  nfler  Imving  itiiniscl  hia  fricndi  with  a. 
laughable  account  of  somo  of  bis  housohoM 
tronblcs.  "  If  *  tA0te  for  the  beautiful  gire» 
ns  highvr  delight  than  fhlLt  to  the  riash  of 
mankind,  it  U  but  fair,  in  the  balance  of  com- 
pensations, thnt  it  should  also  bring  its  pnins 
and  ]x>nnlties ;  and  T  am  right  in  keeping  my 
foreign  bijoux  in  tlioir  cases  till  I  hiivc  learnt  to 
live  with  tlie  frightful.  At  proseiit  I  duubf  the 
depth  of  my  philosophy,  and  auajiect  it  httif 
more  outward  show  limn  inward  power.  To 
put  it  somowlmt  to  the  teat,  my  dear  Alrti. 
Ciiflord,  will  you  accept  and  wear  thc^e  ctimcos. 
which  I  found  at  my  bankei'a  on  my  return, 
I  and  have  never  looked  at  but  once.     I  think  I 

I  could  better  tvc  you  wcnr  them  than  any  other. 

^H        Von  can  easily  guesei  to  whom  they  wore  pre- 
^K        Miiled~~by  whom  they  were  rejected." 
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"  I  will  keep  them  for  jou,  if  yuu  wUh  it ; 

liul  bIwII  etiU  bupo  to  sec  them  gracing  a  Mrs. 
DcUral  worthy  of  Graeet's  fint  and  nolrleat 
frietwl." 

"  That  they  shoB  never  do,"  e:xcln!me(1 
Morton  rwolutely. 

"  Vou  have  not  made  any  ra-^h  reM>l\'ea 
against  matrimony  ?" 

"  It  would  be  radenese  and  folly  to  say  m 
to  you,"  he  replied  gaDantJy.  "  But  of  this 
reet  assured,  no  wife  of  mine  shall  ever  wi 
the  jewels  presented  to  a  faW  mistreoA.  Tak4 
them — it  is  no  compliment.  I  wish  to  gti 
quit  of  the  baubles,  yet  Imow  not  what  to  do 
with  tl>eni.  Vou  will  wear  them  this  evetUBg 
at  the  Hanmera.  Good  night !  1  muM  bade 
to  my  pen," 

"  He  .itill  lovea  that  jilt.  To  think  that  such 
n  Iwartleas  doll  sliouhl  Itold  rule  over  meh  a 
noble  heart !"  observed  Giflbrd  in  vexittion — • 
conviction  oon firmed,  and  a  vexation  not 
deereued  by   Delaral's  hurried  gluioc  at  the 
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cmaaoB,  and  th«n  suddenly  nvertoti  liciul,  when 
Uicf  met  at  tlic  Ilanmers. 

"  Don't  you  dance  to-oigbl,  Delaral  ?" 

"  Yoe,  dunce  home.  The  priiitei'  it:  waiting 
for  my  last  proof."* 

"  Slay  a  Uttlv ;  Lady  Calton  wiahcH  to  »pcak 
with  you." 

'*  Not  to-night ;  I  am  in  no  mood  to  itay 
pretty  things  to  pretty  women," 

"*  If  you  were  out  of  hearing,  Susan,  I 
should  kimch  forth  into  abuse  of  all  your  sox," 
said  (jtfFord,  shaking  his  head  as  Delaval 
departed. 

"  Be  thankful  then  that  you  have  u  wife 
beside  you  to  prevent  such  a  tiin,"  replied  Busan 
uuiling.  "  Mr.  Delaval  is  not  the  first  man 
who  has  made  an  unwise  clioice,  though  be 
deserved  a  happier  destiny ;  aud  such  may 
still  await  him." 

"  Are  you  turned  mtscr  instead  of  pliiluso- 
pher,  Delaval,  tliat  yim  keep  money  spread  out 
on  ih«  table  before  you?"  ewiuired,  Gifford 


\mk%<gj 


hm   fri^Ja  afattment   aitooi    * 
tkc  fvty  M  dK  HaiUBoa.     "  Vnu 
«  if  riclu  fa«l  bnMghtJ 


-  I  SB  IB  ft  THj  ihinctirfiil  aiood.    1  t«v»1 
Wra  txjwf  to  4nde  ■fcirWii  Um  money,  Uw 
frvC  of   lij  tiwa  cxotMM,  ha*  bnof^t 
on  tbe  wUe.  man  \fhaMut  tfcia  tat  c«]iud  eoi 
fhim  ntj  kind  uKle  vh  wgot  lu  ilv  to  fbcmarj 
Jqr«t  tlosn^  into  tbe   ksIo.  »f  cottrBc,  aD 
tW  toS  uid  mxirtiw  of  •BtliDrakip.'' 

'^  ^Vad  ham  hvn  tuu  decided  Y" 

-  I  lu«c  been  ooablc  ta  anin  at  any 
aiuA  to-dar ;  t«erbip«  tberc  wu  tnure  pWaront^ 
from    that  given   fonuerij— uujire  {iride  from 
that  tto<)utml  aow.'' 

"  Priiic  enougb,  if  MiooeM  ahoukl  engender 
pride.  Ypiir  oame  is  b  ever;  budf'a  inoutli 
frum  one  cod  of  Loodon  u>  tau^her.  The 
luiitee  laud  tout  povtr;  and  ftwliug—tliv  arttxts 
rpcak  of  your  correct  aitd  cxqitiiiite  Uatc-~the 
bigli-minded  claim  yon  as  •  kindred  tpitit — 
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nierplianlfl  mid  politicinns  tjuote  you  as  aa 
nticliority — Uie  reviewer*  are  tlie  eaience  of 
palttflness,  aikI  cbadiciets  and  rotnanticista  join 
in  jroiif  ciilogUiin.  Oaly  a  tew  of  tlie  l>lind, 
bofle  9i>irit3  that  cumber  tlie  cartli,  and  a 
roniiiaut  wlio  dilfer  in  toaU!  and  politica  indulge 
in  friticisin,  nod  their  wuniCifK  but  givM 
poignftncjr  to  the  uonimcndutione  which  might 
otherwise  prove  too  oloyin».  I  con<irTatulatc 
yuu,  Dolaval,  mcwt  Iioartily  oon<^tulatc  you. 
Rennett  i«  half  wild  witli  dtslight  Kt  yoUr 
velcbrily,  and  only  regrets  he  did  liot  uinke 
b(!tt«r  teriim  for  you;  and  [iniiec  your  work 
more  highly  in  hi«  critiquf,* 
'  "  He  could  scarcely  do  the  last,  I  think." 

"  Wliy  there  might  be  some  difliciilty  in 
ncuuui[)lii<)iing  it,  I  ndmit ;  yrt  he  said  no  more 
than  tlie  truth.  Su»tn  and  1  arc  meet  exceed- 
ingly [vroud  of  you ;  and  yon  may  be  the  lion  of 
the  .*eiii*on  if  you  will." 

"  Look  there !    I  ^hall  lie  obliged  to  keep  a 
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secretary)"  said  Delaval  puintiiig  to  u  Iii-a]!  ul' 
notes  and  cardA." 

ti"  And  yet  you  arc  utterly  utuuuved  by  all 
this  praise — tim  adulation.  Vuu  look  iw  if 
your  M'ork  tuul  been  cut  uji,  ingtcw]  nf  cried  up. 
Doe»  not  your  blood  nee  more  liutly  t)in>u^b.j 
your  vciua  ?  Are  you  a  stock  or  a  atone — < 
only  a  real  downright  pttilo»opl)i;r  ?" 

''  I  am  a  fool,  Kmest,"  cried  Delavnl  «t»rtu 
up,  and  pacing  the  room  with  hurried  Meps. 

**  I  thought  as  much,"  sud  Giflbrd  drily, 
observing  a  note  fmn  Lady  Calton  on  the 
floor. 

"  The  blood  i;*  racing  hotlyi  nutdly,  llu-ough 
my  veins."  continued  Dclaval,  Ktopping  ali- 
ruptly  before  his  friend,  and  making  no 
comment  on  his  remark ;  "  but  it«  flow  ii 
warcdy  quickened  by  the  praise  poured  out 
npon  me.  A  few  days  hence— perhaps  to- 
morrow, and  the  flattered  vanity  of  tJie  author 
may  overpower  every  other  feeling ;   but  it  it 
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Ae  past— the  dcsnlating  past  that  ruahi's  ncroM 
me  now  witli  lU  tornado  power,  throwinir 
down  the  faltncs  wlucli  1  linvc  tried  to  rear, 
uprooting  the  flowers  I  would  haw  planted  in 
my  path.  The  roicc  of  uduliition  falU  i-oldly 
on  my  car,  Tor  titc  gliM^  eyee  of  the  dond, 
imd  the  silver  tones  of  the  false  huvo  risen  up 
before  me.  I  am  a  living  proof  of  the  truth  of 
the  words: — 


■  Th*  nHih'd  for  H>mf[luiig  unp(ww<I. 
CoRvdM  uiil  Imiviu  >tl  lbs  rcM.' 


And  tJie  insufficiency  of  tlie  present,  instead  of 
lettding  me  to  think  of  futurity,  turns  back  my 
thoiightA  upon  tlic  past — the  ninddcuiiig  put. 
I  have  friends  and  fame ;  but  the  home  of  my 
yonth  is  in  the  posseasiou  of  another  —of  my 
tmole's  tyrant — ^my  rival's  mother; — I  must 
never  hope  to  be  master  tliere,  where  my  happy 
buyhoiHl  passed  away  without  a  care.'^ 

"  I    titought    you    atill    entertained     itonie 


Ife  cktk,  or  tbt  6twd^', 
■■a  kuf  fomtammtot  way  ii^ 
>T— JIcMfciiMin  far  ibe  clrHc 

if  tUi  aD.  Ax  iWir  ftttemt  etyte  d  Gviags ' 
wttfc  Uae  MOtlMr»  MMEfnl  eTttmrnpnecv  «ad 
tb«  *(«'■  gpaihRng  and  noDg,  the  Uad  mnat 
be  wwwpgi  1— U»e  timber  cot  dowa.  Not 
tUt  jror,  Bor  Um  bcU  periap* :  but  m  bmgi 
and  die— Mo.  Fkanag— tbey  bbjt  sIic  nmly 
ABflM,  and  lint  Iht  baba  is  oddy,  sad  bcr 
fcwiwftd  cold  aad  hank  In  117  paaaiait.  and 
IWim  m  AeliBg  of  jcaloovy  for  wkieli  1  could 
acaredy  arcouni,  sioce  it  waa  ocdy  foanded  ua 
a  tkucjt  ft  look ;  I  madr  ttcr  pni;  Uwt  bvt 
futon-  peace  nigbt  dqtead  oa  her  truth  lo  mc. 
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Site  pleodei) — but  I  ww>  peremptory.  Com 
thin  I(C  iny  doing,  Giftord?  Ii<  the  curae  of 
lior  fuUdiood  working  out  oa  ti«melf  uikI 
child?" 

"  ^hu  deecrrc*  no  bcltvr,"  annwcred  Oitlunl 
witli  untMuftl  hanlincw,  vexed  to  behold  hi« 
friciid'it  «mot4oit.  "  But  why  tliiak  of  tbeAQ 
things?" 

"  Ah,  why  indeed  ?  Wo  oon  cwnnmud  our 
tlioughtd — c«n  we  not?"  obserrcd  Pclftval 
bitterly. 

"  There  arc  bright  prospects  bel'oru  you — 
forget  thf  past." 

"  The  flood  ii  :<till  remcinbureii,  tliough  ibi 
vrutent  ti^c<I  eonie  thou^ii<)a  of  yun  ngo. 
But  yon  arc  right — it  muat  be  forgotten : — liku 
ft  Hebrew  verb  I  must  have  no  put.  How 
Are  your  witc  tuid  boy?"  demanded  Ddaral 
rcacsitiug  hiniaclf  u«  iibru|)lly  a*  he  luid  ri»on, 
and  nuwtcring  hut  cuiolioi>  by  ii  gwwtirful 
effort. 

"  Well ;    and  the  former  biw    been  much 


^ 
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smiwcd  by  »  note  ttvm  Mm  HobacH).  wlio 
coiisidvi's  your  work  the  Gnc«L  tlint  evitr  wa» 
written,  an<l  nya  eho  and  her  oioUwr  do 
uothijig  but  visit  ull  tlitir  irk-itd^  iwmiading 
tbem  to  rotul  it.  Tbcy  liu.vu  two  oofMt 
tfaemaolvte,  eupurbly  bouod,  which  thvy  keep 
on  tfavir  talle>  nnd  show  to  nil  callers." 

"  I  pity  thoir  friendis''  Boid  Dvlava)  with  « 
amile,  '*  tut  they  aro  eoiuvwhiit  ptmrmptory 
where  I  luu  concerned.  Lucas,  who  ts  a 
distant  counin,  was  witli  itieDi  Lu>t  niglit,  wid 
tiiey  not  ouly  sct^dtxl  him  for  kucping  me 
froin  getting  my  rights,  as  tlicy  callixl  it,  by 
going  to  law ;  but  they  also  »««ertvd  that  the 
docd  was  not  dc^lruyuO,  anil  should  not  be 
destroyed ;  nud  Una  tlie  cierk  was  not  dead, 
and  should  not  dw.  In  nhort,  my  worthy 
•oltoitor  thinks  himscir  very  lucky  to  hav« 
quitted  his  over  zealous  ruhitivcs  with  a  whole 
»kiii,  having  jtrovuked  their  anger  by  belling;  the 
truth ;  and  he  adds  that  he  eJiould  not  he  at  aU 
t!urpri««d  if  Miss  Ilobmn  undertook  a  voya^ 
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to  Aincricn  to  Mitisry  Itcnclf  tlwt  the  dead 
clerk  18  rvally  ilcccaKd.  People  must  not  Uilk 
of  there  being  uo  gratitude  in  the  world ;  here 
U  dUproot'  of  the  acaodal,  and  superabundant 
gmtitude  for  mere  civility,  into  whicli  I  was 
thiuned  by  you.  Well,  tJiey  nre  kind  liciirt«d 
bdnge." 

"  Tlmt  none  can  dcoy ;  but  you  seem  to  have 
II  peculiar  tnlvut  for  clicitin;^  female  gratitude, 
Delftvftl.  What  is  become  of  the  prl  who 
wrote  that  letter  at  Ni)pIo«  i*  laabcl,  I  think 
you  called  her." 

"  hunae  tcllu  nie  she  is  growing  into  a 
fascinating  womnij,  not  atrietly  beautiful,  but 
sometliing  more  attractive;  and  that  younj 
Mcdiycott  aud  others,  having  heard  that  her 
aunt  intends  to  pve  hex  a  fortune,  arc  fiultcr- 
ing  round  her.  At  present  :<bc  shows  little 
inelinatiou  for  society ;  hut  she  m  Mra. 
Morton's  niece.  Poor  girl !  it  is  a  [»ty  she 
should  be  taught  to  pnictioc  deceit  i  and  yet 
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it  niluC  be  w  n-itlt  sucit  oompuiifmahil) ;  but 
wc  wvre  (o  talk  »f  oUier  diings." 
.  if*.  Tnic ;  and  I  Imvc  llml  lo  tell  wliioh  ^lutild 
luv«  been  told  before.  I  Itave  tbfl  )>leiiauru  tv 
auiinuncc  to  yoii  an  oflioiul  ii)ipoiiitiiionl:  in 
Li>rd  ErringcourtV  dc]uirtO)fat  It  ww  wilIi 
sumo  rcluclftit<.-c  he  jrieUbd  to  lue  the  delight- 
I'ul  tiuk  of  (cUiiig  you.  I  am  vor)'  proud  of 
my    pupil,   M  you  Atalt  wnietimcs  caI)  your- 

"  I  du  not  deserve  it,''  said  DcUval  obaiiginj^ 
oi>)our,  nd  one  liand  was  extended  townrds  his 
i'riviid,  ivlio  «houk  it  witrmly,  wlulst  tbe  tiiber 
liliiiJcd  liin  liicc.  "  [  do  not  dc^rvc  il,~  b« 
repeuteil,  iia  bis  lat«  paesion  and  biltcmcss  rosv 
ti[)  ill  judgment  againat  him. 

"  Volt  are  the  only  one  who  vroold  venture 
tf>  my  M).  The  otber  nienibiin>  of  tbe  eubiiit!i 
ouly  rvgri-t  that  your  want  of  fortune  pre%'<;nt> 
your  tibtniiiiiij^  a  ecnt  in  [lie  house,  uml  givinj; 
tlK>iu  your  tupiwrt  iii  purliainenb" 
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tU'i"  Ay*    wnnt     lit'    tWlurie,"    said     Delnval 
muclugly. 

"  Tim  pOMMaing  it  rcHta  wilh  yoiirswir," 
observed  Uitlonl  quicicly,  Hxing  a  eleailjr  gaze 
ujxin  Itim. 

'1*'*^  At  hoir,  Eraest?    It  will  be  loan'  ore 
RAbaeliip  pruvide  nie  with  a  qualifioalioii." 

**  Lady  CuIuhi  has  a  clenr  locome  ai'  mix 
tliouwind  per  •iinuiti  at  tier  sul«  dixpotutl," 
uiMffcm)  GifTord,  taking  up  her  ladyship's 
note  and  holding  it  tnwitrdt  DiJnval. 

**  She  tniiy  hove  twenty  thoii«iinil  per  nnncni 
forniigUl  I  knovr,  but  how  in  titiii  to  ndviiDtiufe 
loe?" 

"  She  may  bestow  it  on  whom  ith«  will;  and 
her  will  is  to  bestow  it  on  Morton'  l^elnval." 
•>**  Psbnw !    Uiflbn].      I   must  be  first '  in   a 
woiiutn's  heart,  and  will  never  toltc  a  second 
(Htrt  in  a  matrimonial  duct.'" 

"  V"u  forget — "  began  Emcet.  ;J 

'*  That  I  have  no  find  lovo  lo  give  in 
retiirn,"  eaid  Morton  interrupting  him.     "  But 
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arbtf  ama  «fcr  tUaka  of  hid  omtb  defiaeode*-] 

MM>    We    aU  tf7  to  naks  geodj 
.  and  Turaat  onndTCS,  as  w«  do  oar 
honee,  vtthoac  tpM  or  blenieb.' 

"  \tm  MMlafca  raj  iiii  aiiiii|^  I  nauit  to  mj 
that  ihe  twitber  had,  iMir  oouM  hare  idy 
I  for  ber  tate  busbaBtl,  though  ati  tb« 
r  of  a  wife  were  etrictly  performed :  Ae 
was  forced  into  the  matc^  by  ber  frieods.' 

"  I  cotmt  affeetion  to  a  faoshond  a  wtft'fl 
fint  doty :  and  a  woman  with  any  strei^tfa  of 
ch&racier  will  not  kDow  her«elf  to  be  krcei 
into  anyibing  agunet  her  judgment" 

"  But  oooaider  her  youth :  sbe  ie  but  three- 
and-twonty  now,  yet  has  been  a  widow  tbeae, 
two  years." 

*'  With  ber  fortune,  youth,  and  beauty,  sbe 
can  6nd  no  difficulty  in  [)rocuriRg  a  seeoitd 
huelMiid.  There  are  hundreds  who  would  be 
proud  of  the  honor." 

"  'Hierc  tt>  but  one  on  whom  she  would  confer 
that  honor." 
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"  llicn  let  Iter  first  OBwrtaiii  thxt  this  one 
would  aoc«pt  the  honor.  For  me,  I  wed  do 
widow,  exce|>t  Mn*.  (lifford,  for  whom  I  am 
waiting.  Tliero  is  a  liono  for  you  tu  pick  T' 
eaid  Dclaval,  turniog  nway  »  Torocd  Uugh,  tu 
conceal  eome  Utile  iin»oj'u>ee. 

"  I  mOHD  to  live  to  the  age  of  Methtui-lah  out 
of  epitu,  m>  you  luul  )*ettur  not  wait,"  nnswercd 
Oitlbrd  gulf,  yet  with  Rome  vexation  at  his 
friend'*  reply,  whicli,  uthis  mind,  gave  indicft- 
tion  uf  a  linj^ring  UHdrene  for  Iter  who  had 
jilted  him.  "  What  say  you  to  Mim-i  Hanmcr? 
Younj;,  pretty,  amiable,  an  only  child,  an  hoircn 
to  t^rcttt  wealth.  You  are  a  favorite  with  her 
parents,  ami  with  herMlf." 

"  I  am  no  fortune  hunter,  GUford ;  and  if 
you  intend  to  turn  match  maker  I  must  cut 
the  ac'iuaintAncc;  marriage  being  one  of  the 
pointo  on  wliicli  I  must  decide  for  myself." 

*'  Your  lIiTEtat  compelled  me  to  turn  match 
maker   in   Hvlf  defence,"  replied   Gifr<HTl  je»t- 
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itiglr.     "  Hut,  oouc,  Lord  Erringonun  expecta 
you." 

"  I  slwll  bo  ready  in  an  inetaot  to  oflTur  my 
tliMiks ;  Ijut  must  first  lock  my  dcek." 

"  You  h»ve  rorgi>tte]i  this  twte;"  Mid 
(ii6bn],  pointing  tu  Luly  Ckltou's. 

"  It  contains  nothing  but  whut  Ui«  whole 
woriil  might  mx,"  rcplit-d  his  friend,  throwing  it 
oarelo^y  aaid&  "  Gh  I  here  is  tlic  letter  from 
my  friend  nt  Constantinople,  annwcring  your 
queries  about  politics  commerce,  Stc  Coo  I 
do  anything  more  to  enlighten  tny  friend, 
nho  n-rites  himself  otw  of  tbo  Foreign  Office T* 

■'  Nothing  more  at  present ;'  brief  as  has 
been  my  appoinmnent,  thanks  to  your  infur- 
iiuitioR,  1  have  been  coiisulted  by  the  head  of 
the  deparltnent  more  than  once.  If  we  two 
should  ever  Ijc  Cabinet  Ministcra  T  aud 
(liBord,  laying  his  hand  on  hia  friend's 
nhoulder. 

"  We  will  ndo   the   worid  as   it  was  never 
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ruled  before,"  answered  Morton  DeUval,  but 
not  with  the  exulting  look  of  Giffbrd,  for 
the  epell  of  the  gloomy  past  wae  atill  upon 
him. 


TOI..  ui. 
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A^'OTBB*  M«T  had  come — the  aecond  smw 
Mr.  Morton's  daub,  uid  tli«  dwnherileil  hrir 
vn^  stitl,  to  we  H)  ezpnsiire  AnKrican  term. 
fltigradt^  rapidly,  yet  ttekdil;  in  public  c^- 
imlioB.  Hie  uleato  were  dov  doubted  hy 
iKMio,  bowcver  they  mjgfat  differ  in  jiolitics, 
while  hit  high  priacifJw  were  rviulily  aclcnow- 
IcOircd  by  &1L  He  wlio  had  ooee  been  Oourled 
am)  Hattcred  (or  hie  uncle's  fortune,  wiw  now 
eot^tht  after  for  hu  own  wurth  and  ability. 
Erm    I^Twick,     who   wu  »till   idlii^  al>oui 
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town,  in  ho|)Cs  of  mime  day  oliutittiiig  n  situ- 
ation through  his  brother's  infliieitoe,  aliould 
there  be  a  change  of  ministry,  had  long  i>itice 
ceased  to  sneci-  at  the  disappoint<.-d  expcctuDt, 
and  would  gladly  have  renewed  the  iatimacy  of 
former  years ;  but  tliiH  lie  felt  obliged  to 
coiife«a  was  iin{>nicticablc  In  tltcir  boyhood 
there  might  liavo  been  some  points  of  sym- 
pathy between  them — in  their  manliood  there 
were  Dooe. 

Lcmick'e  first,  sole  object  in  life  was  still 
«If — self— self.  IIo  wa«  of  the  world — 
worldly.  The  glory  of  his  Maker — tie  ad- 
vancement of  Ilia  country — the  good  of  lua 
fellow  meu,  were  the  moving  principles  of  the 
higli  minded  Delaval,  who,  if  be  still,  at  times, 
with  the  common  infirmity  of  our  nature,  recur- 
red with  regret  to  the  past,  at  otliers  acknow- 
ledged with  thsnkfulnese  the  uses  of  adverfity. 

"  A  year  ha^  clap«od;  and  I  have  not  been 
in  giu:^  for  debt,  sedition,  or  on  atMult     I  will 
B  3 
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ihereforti  tluink  you  to  receive  the  hundred 
|)Ou»<Jh  from  8ir  Tbouias  Iklqdiyoatt,  who  Jin« 
lodt  hid  wag;pr,  and  jtay  it  in  my  name  to  tlie 
wutity  hoxintjLl,^  vrmte  Morton  Delarul  to  Mr. 
H»d«uii,  to  tlic  fiTiyal  ntuiwcinciit  ol'  t)w  Uif- 
fbnU,  and  tlic  grunt  disinny  of  tliat  i$viitli.-inaii, 
nho  Itiirricd  over  to  Mcdiycott  Hull  lo  couAult 
the  BnroDet,  whose  dittnuy  wa«  URturaJly 
greater  etilL 

After  some  oumtultatiun  between  (he  two 
vrorthiee,  or  rather  unwortbies,  it  wae  decided 
that  no  notice  should  Iw  token  of  the  Ictteri, 
and  should  Delaval  write  aj^in,  the  wltole 
matter  vm  to  be  treated  ae  a  joke.  Mr. 
HudiKin  rather  dcmurrc-d  to  thi»,  lost  bie 
mletico  should  bring  him  into  a  scrape,  but  the 
abatement  of  five  pounds  in  the  price  of  a 
hone  which  he  desired  eottUtl  liU  ecrutile*.  A 
bribe  of  fiva  pounds  would  not  have  Riove<l 
bun;  but  the  being  able  to  bunst  of  havin>f 
toade  a  good  hiu^in  wu«  irrv«iltbl«i 
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Sir  Robert  Wiilj)o!«  wi«  uot  bo  far  wronp 
when  lie  saul,  that  nil  haw  their  prioc. 

The  itaine  May  Min  which  wns  shinin;;  into 
the  coinfortnhlu  otmly  of  Morton  Dcl«val.  wlio 
WM  onca  more  residing  in  Dpartmcnt*  tn«tu- 
fully,  tliotigh  not  exTK!n«ivoly  fiirnl^hcil,  was 
sho  Hhioiiig  on  the  woods  an<l  gruunfla  iiu<l  the 
picturcaque  old  hniiite,  nlierc  tie  hud  puffed  hitt 
hapf>y  boyhood. 

Cbrn,  the  sad,  nnd  fluted  Clarn,  wiu  wntch- 
iDg  over  her  sickly  child,  the  nnxietieit  of  ii 
des{)onding  mother  being  luldcd  to  those  of  a. 
oegleeted  wife.  She  had  never  been  loveti,  or 
that  lore  had  long  unoe  fHUMeil  uwny.  She 
iras  too  gentle  for  anger;  but  elic  pined, 
though  she  mnrniured  not ;  and  felt  more 
deeply  pneli  eWing  day  that  the  cunw  of  her 
broken  faith  wnc  upon  her. 

But  whilst  CUra  ml  by  her  ehild'c  sick  bed. 
her  young  cousin  Isabel  was  nbro«d  in  the 
woods,  revelling  in  tJic  glory  of  the  yonng 
summer :  now  gliding  through  the  underwood, 
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now  bouDdmg  ov«r  tlw  »ino»tli  lurf, 
stoppii^  to  Itflten  to  tlie  bliickbinl'A  aong,  now 
seeking  to  rival  her  etrniu  with  her  otrii  wild, 
aweet  notes,  over  followed  bv  ii  itiifiirliievmis 
fiwlitaoine  pu])pj',  wliich,  tliotigh  uot  dcecrring 
of  praiac  for  iis  beauty,  had  won  a  place  ia 
her  heart,  partly  on  account  of  its  good 
tcmj-or,  and  partly  on  account  of  her  bftvtnj 
tared  it,  unwisely  n«  some  aenrted,  ff 
drowning. 

"  It  is  a  shame  to  be  in  doors  nich  a  lovely 
day,  when  every  thing  looks  so  gay.  and  w> 
happy,"  tJiought  iBabcl,  throwing  herself  down 
on  a  \'crdanf  bank,  nngloving  tier  hand,  and 
fixing  her  looka  on  an  anticjue  ring  which  waa 
never  iift  her  finger.  "  I  wwider  why  I  feel 
so  light  and  joyous  to-day,  whilst  looking  at 
his  gift.  Is  it  only  the  sunHhine  which  cauws 
this  feeling,  or  \*  wme  good  noming  to  him  ? 
It  is  more  than  a  year  and  a  Imlf  Etince  I  raw 
bini,  that  sad — sad  nighL  And  he  is  gTx>wn  a 
great  mun  now,  they  my ;   »nS  «  great  piditi- 
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ctail,  »n(l  perhnpH  lie  Itu  forgotten  Lalwl. 
Ah '.  well,  I  Old  n«v«r  forget  him,  for  li«  was 
kind,  aii<l  uodcralDuc]  mu  wlii>:n  »o  othcre  did : 
now  all  sre  kind-  but  he  wiw  kind  firerC  My 
h«art  seemed  frozcu,  and  Im  tlmwed  it ;  w>d 
ever  sinoo  then  my  lifu  iuu  flowed  on  imiru 
happily.  How  I  wi*h  he  were  here,  and 
fricnda  with  my  aunt ;  but  he  is  hurt  ut  not 
having  the  fortune,  and  sometimes  I  think  it 
should  be  his;  aitd  feel  quite  ashamed  b>  bc> 
here,  and  he  awny  ;  and  at  one  time  they  «aid 
poor — very  poor.  My  aunt  would  have  niiwle 
him  rir:h,  but  h«  wouUI  not ;  and  would  gladly 
resign  the  properly  now,  if  he  could  only  pro- 
duce the  d«od  of  which  he  talks  ;  but  nhc 
cannot  give  it  up  willmut,  having  promised  niy 
uncle  not  to  do  so.  My  aunt  is  kind— very 
kind;  but  tluire  are  many  things  which  I  ouuld 
not  tell  her,  for  she  would  not  uiidori'tjmd  them, 
and  she  will  not  let  me  be  alone  oii  much  as  1 
would  be,  and  encourages  Mr.  ^ledlycott,  and 
Sir  Crietophcr  Holmes  to  c>omc  hvre;  audi 
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don't  [Ikc  citlicr.  And  Clara— «li,  |ioor  CUm! 
she  Km  not  buea  uiit  in  thia  briglit  eunehine. 
I  will  go  axid  pU;  with  little  (iilbori,  ami  tl»cn 
she  can  oomc  auA  bask  tD  tbc  sun.  ('ouif, 
MiMhicf!''  and  eprin^ng  u{»,  she  Imuuded  away 
like  a  young  tJiwu,  foIIowKl  by  llie  pup|iiyt  wlio 
wta  delisted  M  this  more  tlutn  uau«Uy  frolic- 
wmc  mood. 

"  Yon  are  a  wicked  little  Miechicf,  and  not 
tol«mtod  in  any  other  part  of  the  liotu«,"  said 
[srIkI,  detaching  bor  dreas  from  the  sharp 
teeth  of  the  puppy,  which  was  most  appro- 
priatvly  named,  and  closing  the  door  of  her 
otvn  .Hitting  room  ujwn  him. 

"  Now,  Clara  dear,  do  take  a  torn  in  the 
ahrubbery,  whilst  I  play  with  little  Gill>en; 
you  know  lie  lovce  mc  nearly  am  well  as  you ; 
i  I'' tell  him  such  pretty  stories,"  said  Isabel 
coaxingly,  for  the  palo  and  sunken  checks  of 
the  young  mother  had  long  excited  her  |nty, 
thon^i  some  undefioable  fueling,  which 
jit  IciMt  liad  never  endeavoured  to  ooniprcliood. 
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had  checked  the  perfect  cooBdcoce,  and  strong 
Kflcction  which  might  have  I>ccn  oaturaUy 
expected  to  grow  up  between  tUem.  "  Do  go, 
Clani:  tJie  air  may  tiring  back  tlie  Uoom  on 
your  check;  and  I  will  be  %'«ry  n'otchful  in 
your  alteence." 

"  No  air  can  bring  biwk  the  bloom  to  my 
clieck,"  nii!WLTcd  Clara  sadly. 

"  Try  it  nt  least,  dear  Clara.  Sec  how 
brightly  and  lovingly  the  eaa  ia  looking  down 
on  that  quiet  lake,  and  Blce[nng  on  that  velvet 
green.  Hucli  a  tlay  as  this  make?  one  fuel  quite 
happy." 

"  Happy,  Isabel  I  arc  you  happy  ?"  aakeil 
Clara,  as  if  the  possibility  of  happiue«9  was  a 
thing  beyond  her  comprehension. 

*'  I  was  till  you  aeked  the  question,''  onswei^ 
ed  IsalicI,  struck  with  her  couBiu's  tone,  which 
Deemed  to  her  sensitive  car  like  the  knell  of 
tlcpnrted  joy.  "  And  now — but  go,  Chua,  go, 
little  Gilbert  is  waiting  for  hi«  story  you 
know  wlutt  a  careful  nurse  I  am." 
B  5 
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^  Y««,  1  know  tiiat  yoit  are  ii  kind,  wonti- 
benrted  git] ;  nwl  vou  iitny  be  lia)>py,  lor  yoa 
have  broken  no  fuiib.  I  am  faiut  witb  wntch- 
iog,  and  will  ti-y  the  nir  oe  you  wisli." 

It  was  beautiful  to  nee  the  gentle,  and  loving 
fmtieace  with  which  litabcl  twHtthvil  and  aniiised 
ihe  sickly  and  fretful  child ;  for  bcr  kind  heart 
ycflrniKl  towards  all  that  suffered ;  but  she 
ehuok  bcr  head  with  »  gesture  of  disappoint- 
ment whcu  the  anxioiu  molher  retunied,  and 
she  saw  HaA  her  cheek  was  still  paler  than 
bcronc 

*'  Clara,  poor  Clara'"  said  I«Abcl  thought- 
fully, us  she  nvut  back  lu  licr  room,  the  ruutn 
in  whtcl)  Mr.  Morton  lutd  died — the  room  in 
which  she  bud  last  aeen  and  parted  with 
Delaval :  »ud  which,  «l  her  repeated  and 
earnest  eutnsalien,  had  ul  last  been  given  up 
lo  her  especial  om,  though  bcr  aunt  and  cousin 
were  astonished  at  licr  choice,  mnthcr  having 
even  nppruach«d  the  threshold  «boc  the  thiy  uf 
the  old  nuin's  d«atJi. 
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But  wlmt  was  there  in  that  quaint  old 
chuinbcr,  <;louiny  though  eouio  cooaidered  it, 
that  should  frighten  the  inooceut,  or  sadden  the 
young?  The  kind  old  man  b»d  died,  but  he 
had  died  blessing  her;  nnd  his  last  kiss  bad 
been  a  kiss  of  love.  Slie  hml  nothing  to 
reproach  herself  with;  her  care  and  aScctioa 
had  soothed  bis  parting  hours,  und  she  loved  to 
be  where  be  bad  been. 

She  saw  bim  oftva  in  her  dreauK  witli  hU 
eweet,  kindly  siuile ;  and  it  pleiuvd  her  to 
picture  bim  in  bis  favontc  scat,  and  then  to 
fancy  one  beside  him,  laying  hia  hand  upon  her 
head,  as  he  had  dune  on  the  night  of  his  return, 
with  a  mingling  of  affccUon  for  the  child,  and 
growing  respect  for  the  woman.  Here  ihe 
had  seen  them  lost,  and  here  she  could  still 
fancy  them  present ;  and  here  it  was  that  she 
lored  to  linger  hour  after  hour  with  Iter  favorite 
bookrt  beside  her,  trying  to  mould  her  thoughts 
to  »uit  the  thoughts  of  Dclnrnl. 

Her  sleeping  apartment,  which  was  a  small 
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funittire ;  ImiI  iii  ibis,  bo*  Ma^  ac  « 

it,  i^  wooU  allov  DotUag  to  be 

■ad  her  maal  psid  ■  defierenoa  to  ber  vlnna, 

wliich  a  ptaaHem  aipkan  niece  faad  eearad;  s 

rigbt  to  expect 

The  grim  portnit  and  heavy  aatiqae  bed 
wen;  Btill  there.  The  nte  bad  beeo  driven 
mwajr,  or,  ae  aome  snerted,  bad  aeier  been 
liean]  uDce  ibe  day  of  the  fiiDenl ;  Uii  Mr. 
MortoDB  chair  was  still  atandiog  in  hii  &f«cite 
window,  oad  bemdc  it  that  in  which  tm  wife 
bad  expired ;  and  wbidi  laabel  regarded  with 
nearly  a>  mnch  rcfl|)cct  lu  tbe  faiuboad  had 
doiMr,  oercr  occupying  it  herself,  and  never 
permittiDg  anotlicr  to  do  ho  in  her  pretence. 
Bren  the  flowcn  were  not  rorgutlen,  ukI 
•umnHT  and  wint4^  tbe  iNiitquet  stood  on  ibe 
■itia]l  table  near — a  tribute  of  love  to  tbe 
dead. 

It  was  with  a  tbougbtAil  tur  that  the  paced 
the  gallery,  and  laid  Iter  lund  on  the  lock.  Tor 
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'  Cfiirn's  pa^c  fnice  wiu  still  before  licr :  and  her 
words  still  ringing  in  her  ciirs.  Whm  it  she 
then  wlio  had  hrokeu  faith  with  Dclaval,  not 
Delaval  with  her,  as  Mrs.  Morton  had  asserted  ? 
Thi»  thoughtful  look  gave  place  to  one  of 
surprise,  and  displeaaiire,  as  she  opened  the 
door ;  for  the  first  object  which  met  her  eye 
was  the  pupi>y,  scmtchiiig  away  with  trium- 
phant glee  lit  the  long  rc^twcted  chair. 

"  Oh,  Mischief  I  Mischief  1  how  wuld  yon 
do  this  ?"  cried  the  vexed  Isabel,  springing 
forward  to  prevent  till  further  ditniiige.  But 
the  evil  waa  done — the  last  motion  of  his  paw 
had  cau«cd  a  large  rent  in  the  cover,  and  the 
puppy — puppy  like,  delighting  in  destruction, 
looked  up  in  her  face  with  a  ludicrous  air  of 
triumph,  then,  reading  there  a  displeasure, 
which  he  had  never  encountered  before,  jumped 
down  with  tdl  possible  siiiec<l,  and  crouched 
<juieily  under  the  l»ed. 

"  Had  it  been  any  other  chair  than  either  of 
these,   I  should  not  have  cared,"  thought  the 
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wliicli  she  rem!.     A  dwp  drnwii  lir«ath  clo»etI 
the  Anxioua  perusoL 

*^  It  is  the  deed,"  she  exclaimed,  stATtii^  up 
with  a  duRhiii)^  <)f  joy,  ns  she  marked  the 
sign&tiires  of  Mr.  Morton,  the  vldvr  Sainfibuiy, 
the  cl«rk,  and  Barooo.  "  It  U  tti«  deed  I 
Mr.  Delaral  will  liave  hie  own  ogun — my 
aunt  will  ba  (ileaaed  ;  and  we  sliall  nil  be 
hnppy — BO  happy." 

Instead  of  the  thoughtful  &{t  with  which 
ehe  had  travcraed  the  gallery,  but  a  few 
minutee  huicc,  hor  step  was  now  light  and 
buoyant  an  she  dcscciKle<l  the  aiitiquo  Htairs, 
with  a  Huahed  clivck  and  sparkling  cyi».  A 
murmur  of  vol  cum  oamc  from  tlic  library, 
through  the  half  open  door.  Mrs.  Morton 
and  her  son  wore  conversing  in  a  deeply  em> 
bayed  window,  and  Isabel  was  advancing 
towards  them,  with  tlic  deed  in  her  hand,  and 
joy  in  her  heart,  when  a  sentence  tlut  fell 
from  the  lips  of  the  latter,  arrested  her  Htepv, 
and  transfixed  her  to  tlie  spot  where  she  stood. 


Si 

'  '*<  It  may  all  be  very  well  Hn<)  politic,  my 
dear  mother,  to  tn'  nod  pcisundo  <Jtlien>  tli»t 
you    would    readily    yield    Mnrton    l*Ark   |o 
Dela\-iil  ;   but  you  cannot  expect  to  deceive 
me,  w)io  know  how  you  plotted  nnd  planned, 
and    wliecdlc^l,   nnd   cunxed,    till  you  got  the- 
told  iiuiEi  to  innkc  you  Iiia  vrtfe,  and  ttu'n   his 
I  know  you  too  wi-ll  i'or  tJii^" 
"  Did  1  alone  plot,  and  plui,  and  wliocdio, 
and  coax  ?"  a»ked  tlie  liidy  ai^ifimntly. 

"  No,  to  be  sure  ;  and  tln'refore  it  i«  tlmt  I 
I'Cliiim  my  reward.  Am  I  to  have  nothing  for  pby- 
luig  niondund  decorousi,  intercepting  letters — 
otjoliitg  and  tlireatcning  the  idiotic  ancle, 
supplanting  the  Ecnttmcntal  nephew,  and 
making  love  to,  and  marrying  a  bcnnliAt)  doll, 
for  whom  I  cared  not  a  fig  ?" 

"  Nothing,  Gilbert !  oould  you  walk  abroad 
in  I^iiglsnd  or  Fnu)c«,  bad  I  not  fwid  your 
debU?" 

"  Would  you  have  had  money  to  do  eo,  had  I 
not  udvd  you  in  hoodwinking  the  old  fool,  and 
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kecjiiug  awaj  tlie  yoiuig  one  by  sleaLiDg  hia 
bride  'f  I  miui  bu  p»id  fur  iii)-  work,  iind  re- 
ceive uiy  iliare  of  tfw:  i)Iu»(]cr." 

"  You  havu  received  mure  than  your  share 
already  ;  thiuk  of  tlie  ihoiiiiimds — " 

**  It  b  of  DO  lue  to  think  of  whnt  I  tiavo 
received — it  is  nil  goiic,"  replied  Gilbert  inter- 
rupting Iter,  and  speaking  with  careless  disrc- 
ippcct.     "  I  have  not  a  penny," 

"  Gamblers,  and  racere  never  liave." 

"  I^'or  elegant  widows  who  have  a  taste  for 
homage  and  luxury.  What  need  of  euch  Bplea- 
did  runiitiin;,  and  B|>tcndid  fotcs,  unless  indeed 
Mrs.  Morton  would  faiu  bouoine  Lady  Tre- 
niont?" 

"  This  splendour  wan  needed  to  enlist  the 
county  on  our  eido,  and  overcome  the  prejudice 
in  favor  of  Dclaval.  Lord  Treniont  ha«  much 
influence  with  Sir  Christopher  Holmcfl." 

■'  Whom  you  intend  to  secure  for  your 
niece.     They  will  be  well  inatclied,  tor  lie  is  a 


M»m;  far  I  r«d 

m  «tiU  ia  eusieow, 

4vf,  for  tbare  is  no 

MMtumj  lure 

1  M  HMnd  ehe  wUl 


"midh   wS  fmrc   ber  *  fool,   wl  awl, 
■ike  gtai  tenia  for  benwif. 
ai  U^h  fewfv' 
•"XMvgmktkt^tolluMl  hoped."  Mid 
Mi9^  SIortoB  with  ■  aigk 

>-  AB  Uie  better ;  tkmi  «u  ft  fbolbb  fucjr 
of  jrvofB.  Tbe  oU  hUow's  pnperty  is  not 
Bon  t&an  awgh  fer  ns  two ;  and  1  am   for 

**  Praqierit;',  GUberl,  tud  mwk  vou  pr»- 
■Vnpluoaa,  aod  liit]getrol  of  tbe  pnidcDoe  Lj 
wiikh  fou  woo  fortoae.  CouM  Dekvml  have 
been  iwnuMletl  to  take  a  portiou  froin  Die,  alt 


THE    KXfECTAHT. 


91 


• 


» 


xiiiipicioii  tad  olwnour  must  have  boeii  liiished  ; 
unt)  Iiik)  the  deed  been  found  lie  iiiu«t  have 
ufl'crcd  u0  111  lensC  Its  mucli  aa  I  had  liestowed 
on  him.  It  ia  not  polio^  to  render  a  high- 
spin  ted  mail  de»pcmte." 

"  Oh  1  hang  policy ;  that  U  for  the  poor,  and 
not  for  the  rich:  you  are  alvraya  harping  on 
tli&t  deed  m  if  it  could  have  escaped  our  fre- 
quent and  dilif;cut  search,  if  still  in  existence. 
Depend  upun  it,  the  old  foot  burnt  it ;  aud  so 
irnvcd  us  the  ain  and  the  trouble." 

"  I  wisli  I  could  think  so;  but  you  heard 
hie  wonlfl  to  Delaval  on  the  night  of  his 
death." 

"  Pooh !  mother,  the  drivelling  oi'  ideotcy. 
Barues  can  know  nothing,  or  Detaval  would 
have  turned  ua  out  long  since.  We  are  in, 
and  shall  keep  in  defxiud  upon  that,  uulc»e  you 
tuni  penitent  and  confess ;  and  there  ia  Uttle 
fear  of  that,  I  suspect.  But  voinc,  give  mo 
some  money,  my  dear  mother,  1  want  to  be  off 
for  Paris  next  week." 
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fiol,  aoA  LiBbel  no  better,  aiaee  the 
]MM  «Mtf«  in  the  tinticr  uf  tbis  dtMsJ." 

**  And  it  18  wcU  tiut  die  does  m;  Uir  I 
eaatineBd  ilui  the  deed  U  atUI  ia  cxuUmc*. 
•ad  ahe  mar  find  tt  woo  dav.  fur  tiicre  u  do 
fciOii^g  wiiera  tb«t  atttptd  uld  dolt  may  hm 
hid  H;  n  wbidi  omc.  I  un  assured  «b«  will 
hntg  it  to  mo." 

**  Which  wijl  )in>Tc  her  »  ibol,  w  1  vnid, 
when  abc  m^t  make  good  lenua  for  hcnvif. 
I>eU\-«l  bold*  her  in  hi^  favor." 

^  Kot  ■•  great  thoogb  ta  1  tiad  hopcil,''  said 
Mn.  SIortoQ  with  •  ngli. 

"  .Vil  ibc  better ;  that  wae  n  fuoUah  fancy 
af  yoois.  The  uld  tdtow's  properly  vt  not 
more  than  enough  for  at  two ;  and  1  am  for 
sirinK  Delaval  nothins-" 

"  rroeiKTity,   Gilbert,    ba»   tunde   you  pre- 
■umpttwus.  aod  forgetful  of  the  prudence  h; 
which  you  woo  furtone.      Could  DeUvid  !»< 
be«o  punundcd  to  take  a 
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"  B«ner  raoain  with  runr  wile  aad  rUkl" 

•«WliM  to  make  love  itxl  mek  the  enMef 
Socb  things  are  oM  to  my  tutc  C'bim  knvm* 
little,  umI  will  tc^  nuthidg  ngati»t  mc  if  that 
ve  what  ycm  fe«r." 

"  Shv  ms;  be  prcnx>ke«l  beyond  eDtlomoLr 
by  year  coldness  and  aeglecL" 

^  Pefaa!  the  fool  bvcs  me,  which  At  dctct 
did  DelavaL  I  will  auwer  for  CUn;  do  you 
look  to  Imbel,  and  marry  her  up  to  Sir 
Christopher,  far  ahe  can  be  obMinate,  and  has 
eonie  awkward  romantic  notioits.  Of  oourae 
the  tie{>ort  of  your  giving  her  twenty  thousand 
pounds  10  only  a  report." 

"  She  is  my  aiMei'»  only  child;  and  muRt 
be  provided  far." 

*■  A  pretty  speech '.  It  ia  a  pity  it  bad 
not  a  larger  audience  tlian  a  miabdieving  von ; 
but  Isabel  ta  well  enough  in  her  way :  aficc- 
tioufttc  and  not  truiibleaome: — keep  hcrao — if 
you  can.  but  the  money,  my  dear  tnotlter — 
■lh<!  money." 
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"  I  hflre  none  to  }|;ivo  you,  Gilbert;  nor  liiia 
joiir  coitduct  of  latti  bvun  «o  rRapcctltil  lu  tu 
detcrvc  it." 

,,  "  III  public  it  It  nil  you  can  vrbh :  in  privutc, 
we  underatand  «ac1i  other,"  replied  ber  »on 
vigniticHiitly.     "  Mun«y  I  miut  Itave." 

**  Then  yon  mu»t  got  it  eUewliere ;  tlic 
reitdy  money  U  nil  gone— Mine  thouMwIs  bor- 
rowed on  the  next  year's  rental  nnd  8dinil>ury 
and  David  ore  never  eatiefied.  Till  you  give 
up  gnnibling,  and  they  quit  the  kingdoni,  we 
can  never  bo  rich.  They  arc  rapacious  and 
inwleot." 

"  And  you  fearful  and  in'esolutc,  nhioh 
dhows  tlicm  their  power.  Itrave  them;  we 
arc  now  too  firmly  celabliftlicd  iu  |>o»so»«ioii 
and  public  vvtcvm  to  dread  tlieir  bubbling, 
«inco  neither  ean  produce  the  deed,  Dor  got  any 
tu  GTctllt  their  honcHty," 

„    "  A  t*l«  of  evil  it  ever  believed — we  mutt 
be  cautiona." 

"  So  I  will,  my  dear  mother,  as  to  whom  I 
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nfixt  nt  doTn  to  [iIbv  with.  And  now  I  mutt 
go  anJ  meet  tti«  woodmiui  by  appnintnient,  to 
mnrk  wliitt  timber  shall  be  fellvd — tree*  nwy  be 
coined  into  irold." 

"  No,  Gilbert,  no ;  I  will  have  no  treet  cat 
down.  Dclavnl  might  be  mercUol  ia  the  matter 
of  arrears,  bat  be  would  never  forgive  tbe 
deetmction  of  his  noble  woods." 

"  He  bo  merciful ! — bis  woods !  Folly  mother; 
you  arc  ^ttiDg  ncrrous.  Depend  apon  it,  if 
he  bare  tliv  power  he  will  exact  to  the  Inrt 
penny;  we  had  better  »ecurc  wbat  we  can 
whilst  we  hold  poescasion ;  so  I  am  off  to  the 
woodman." 

Imbel  heard  no  more :  she  htul  already  heard 
too  much  for  her  own  peace  Shocked,  aa- 
toundi'd,  ibv  hiwl  hitherto  played  the  listener 
unconsctouflly,  but  now,  with  a  n^e  dread 
that  if  found  «tandiilg  there  the  deed  wixdd  he 
t.tkcn  from  her  and  destroyed,  bIms  gnisped  it 
tightly  with  both  hundis  and  npcd  hack  to  hcr 
rootn  with  the  apccd  of  a  frightened  fawn ; 


TUB    EXPKCTASTT. 


M 


then  cloeing  ant)  bolting  the  door,  fiiint  aiid 
giddy,  ehe  Bank  on  her  kiH!C«,  and  buried  her 
iittce  in  the  old  luan's  chair.  Young,  ardent, 
affcctionnte,  nnd  iniagiiiKtive ;  unuBcd  to  tho 
world — tinconsctou*  of  it«  crimes — unskilled 
in  ita  art«,  uid  troubled  as  li«r  cou^ii  biul  raid, 
with  tome  awkward,  romantic  notions,  ehe  bad 
ncv«r  for  one  instant  eiispccted  the  honor  or 
flboerity  of  ber  aunt  and  Gilbert  She  had 
tutfa«rto  lived  in  a  world  of  her  own,  indulging 
in  lofty  drpAma  of  troth,  and  juattcc,  and  geno- 
rosity  ;  and  tIiIa  was  a  sudden  and  fearful 
awakening.  ^Vhat  a  dark  and  dreary  vista 
of  fivime  distnist,  and  sorrow  bad  one 
lirief  montcul  spread  out  before  her  I  How 
could  ehe  ever  again  love  and  trust  juiy  ?  She 
had  rea<:l  <■!  fraud  dishonor,  and  treHcbery, 
nnd  her  heart  hiwl  swelled  with  virtuous  indig- 
niition  al  the  recital  ;  but  slie  had  never 
ironsidored  it  ponsible  that  s)ic  should  fall  in 
with  such  evil  minded  pcrton?  —  nmcr  ima- 
gined tlmt  she  herself  diouh)  be  cotnpeUed  to 
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nffix  thVBUmp  nf  giult  uo  tlioee  wliom  she  InJ' 
counted  innoeeut.  The  v«il  had  been  witli- 
tlniwik  and  tho  now  raw  tbc  world  lu  it  vru, 
nut  as  tbo  lutd  dccnicd  it  to  be ;  uid  oh  !  bow 
she  shnink  and  shuddoreit  at  \he  pictnrc  pt«- 
sentcd  to  her  t>cw  ! 

It  would  have  paiiMd  her  to  hare  hod  the 
guilt  of  ft  stnng«r    thus    forced    upon    bee 
obaervation}   but  when  the  guilty  ones  were 
reUtivea,  thooe  whom  she  had  long  loved,  and 
honored;  who  had  proteeted  Iter  diildhood,  to 
whom  slie  owed  roimeut,  and  food,  and  shelter, 
and  kindness  I    the  arrow  waa  trebly  barbed. 
SIk  was  related  to  these  guilty  <mca,  who  had 
cheated  the  old,  aiid  robbod  tbo  young; — tin 
old    man    who  had  callod  her   his  child — the 
young  man  who  had  shown  her  the  regard  of  n 
bruth«r:  and  it  aeemod  as  if  a  portion  of  the 
rin  of  her  kindred  was  clingio^  to  her  ;    aa  if 
the  tie  of  blood  rendered  ker  on  accomplice. 

Knowing  what  she  now  did  oould  site  meet 
those  relations  again  ?     How  could  the  ventura 
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into  the  society  of  thu  huiicMtt  APd  koDomble? 
Wore  titcrc  nay  hotu»t  and  lionontble  i  Wliui 
A  fearful  question  for  n  yuuog  iinJ  guilelve« 
heart  to  ntk!  How  Jruadful  the  alioek  ihttt 
could  thus  make  it  dUtrtwt  th«  whole  of  it« 
kind.  VcH,  yen ;  there  vroa  still  one  not  only 
hommblc,  but  high  tniudcd.  Morton  Dolnvol 
could  never  ntoop  to  deceit  or  dishonor.  And 
yet  it  waa  thie  very  Morton  Delaval  whom  her 
kindntl  hml  robbed  of  his  birthright,  inakiag 
her,  in  her  trinipUdty,  a  shnrer  in  their  guilt. 

Ah  ;  yeo,  clw  too  w«  guilty — she  too  had 
helped  to  wrong  him — she  could  uo  longer 
name  him  witl>  proud  regiml — tlie  tliuiight  of 
liim  alone  should  bow  ber  to  tlic  curth  with 
etuune.  Site  khudtlcied  and  buried  her  pale 
face  more  deeply  in  the  chair ;  then  nu«ing  it 
sttddvniy.  gased  slowly  and  raully  round  tlic 
room,  that  room  in  which  tlie  deludixl  uocld 
bad  died  in  the  arms  of  the  diiinheritod 
ncpliow.  Would  not  that  grim  portrait  frown 
upon  her?     Should  she  not  meet  the  reproach- - 
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fnl  gazo  of  tho  ohl  man   who    \tu*\    iAeneietl 
hor? 

Then  triu  no  refiroaelirDl  cj-o  to  look  her 
into  jrrcntcr  thamc — no  (lecper  frown  on  the 
grim  portrnit ;  btit  th«  siin  ww  VLhiDio^  eo 
briglitly  on  il  that  it  seemed  Icih  atcni  ihaii 
uaunL  All  wm  Mill  in  th«  cK»mb«r.  The 
puppy,  tirerf  of  hi*  «port,  lay  ourlwl  on  the 
rug  in  1mR(]i)il  itlucp.  The  rootm  tlancMl  in 
the  Gimbcams — the  Itowcrj)  shed  n  rich  fntgnincr 
round,  and  Isaljel,  9ooU»cd  by  Uie  silence,  felt 
her  swrroir  Aemngcd  by  tlio  tcaiv  that  came  to 
relieve  the  weight  which  oppressed  her. 

Tlie  Tnintnesa  which  had  laid  ila  touch  upon 
bcr  papHed  away  :  and  the  mind  gatliered 
strength  In  xirupj^le  with  titc  dreadful  tnith 
which  had  at  firrt  orerwhelmwl  it,  Wl«l 
win*  to  be  done  with  the  deed,  witicli  wa«  still 
fimily  grasped. 

Hliould  hIi«  give  it  to  her  aunt,  according 
(•I  her  Hr»t  intention,  hint  at  what  she  bad 
overheard,    and    urgo    her    with    the    ample 
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eloquence  of  virtue  and  afTeclion  to  return  to 
tlic  imh  of  hoDor,  and  repair,  as  well  im  i<1i« 
could,  the  vvil  which  »ho  hud  done?  Iiuibel'H 
look  grew  brighter  at  thu  thought;  thun  thia 
hrightnvu  liidi-d  away,  and  eho  aliook  livr  hviul 
with  a  mournful  gesture,  as  she  felt  bcrwlf 
conijwllcd  tu  admit  that  she  dnnxl  itot  rely  uo 
tlw  effect  of  her  pleading.  A  hundix;d  trifles, 
unnoted  before,  recurred  to  her  memory,  and 
the  clianicttr  tif  her  aunt  stood  clearly  oxpoaid 
before  her. 

To  deliver  up  the  deed  to  her  or  Gilbert 
was  to  ensure  it«  destruetioti,  and  plunge  them 
into  deG]>er  crime.  To  place  it  in  Delaval'it 
bands,  would  restore  him  to  wealth,  but  wnuld 
ruin  her  nearest  relatives ;  bring  beggary  and 
didgrace  on  those  who  hod  sheltered  her  eliild- 
bo»d,  and  but  for  whose  c-arc  mid  affection  she 
would  herself  have  been  on  outcasL  What 
was  she  to  do?  EilJier  alternative  pained  her 
deeply.  And  to  think  that  the  decicion  rested 
v  3 
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tvith  her.  To  ihiuk  that  the  dijtcovciy  of  tltie 
{npcr,  n-liick  ^i&  Imd  itinijily  thought  would 
hi'ing  her  fo  much  \\a\niiueti,  nas  to  bring  het 
NU  much  woe.  She  wrung  her  biUKls  la 
ih^Hjiair,  iukI  fulTucating  sobs  [troclaimed  her 
^ufluring.  Aguin  was  her  face  Wwvd  down  out 
licr  hands,  na  she  jiraj'ed  for  strength  and 
guidance.  It  uaa  the  diBclueure  of  her  rola- 
ttvc'it  guilt  which  distressed  her  ao  much,  ^ot, 
choi>cn  ns  it  jccmcd  ait  instrument  to  right  tlie 
inniiccnti  she  wuuld  become  indpcd  nn  uctiw 
.fliarcr  >n  their  ^n,  should  »i»i  conceal  the 
dUcovory  of  the  deed.  She  tlwuglit,  and 
thought  till  Iii^r  lieod  gruw  dizzy ;  then  a  way 
<'f  preserving  her  rclitli\-cs  from  disgrace  fiafihed 
suddenly  across  her  mind. 

If  ^[orlon  Dcbvo)  oould  receive  the  deed, 
yet  bftve  no  clue  to  suepcct  the  «coder,  she 
wuutd  he  »[mre<l  al)  puiufid  qucaUoning,  uud 
her  kindred  be  saved  from  d!«gnicc,  unce  none 
btit  IiCFKlf  could   jirovc   their  evil  intentions. 
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Tlie  ideii  seemed  little  ebort  of '  iiisjiirAtiun: 
and  she  poured  furth  her  thanks  with  fervent 
gratitude,  then,  daahing  the  t«ars  from  her 
eyes,  rfie  noe  abruptly,  and  iircjinrcd  for  thv 
executinn  of  her  purjioise. 

IIci*  fii:st  task  was  to  rcpuir  tlic  rent  in  the 
chair,  lei^l  it  alinuld  lead  to  aiiepicion.  Nunc 
but  the  di>ad  could  tell  when  tlie  packet  hiul 
been  placed  in  its  hiding  place,  but  it  had  been 
dei-erlj-  done;  and  save  for  the  nii»chievous 
puppy  might  have  remained  undtacovcrcd  foi' 
years.  Perhaps  some  glimmering  rnnienibnuice 
of  the  place  of  its  concealment  might  havt; 
made  tiie  old  man  keep  such  a  constant,  imd 
increasing  watchfulness  over  that  chair. 

Murton  DeiavHl's  prospects  nud  present  abode 
had  been  accidentally  discussed  iu  her  presence 
a  few  weeks  before,  and  the  pnu»e#  beiitoned 
on  his  talenu,  witli  the  uamc  of  the  street  in 
which  he  resided  had  been  tTca«ured  in  her 
memory.     A  receiving  house  for  parcels  to  go 
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l>y  the  London  conclice  wok  not  Tur  tlietant ; 
and  iJie  old  woman  who  lived  there,  and  whom 
f^bcl  had  ofton  Tisited,  bcin^  very  deaf,  luit]  n 
little  1ilin<l,  she  hoped  t4>  clct>o«it  her  packet  in 
thv  iiiiunl  comer  without  excitinj;  her  otwirrva- 
tion. 

T)ic  ]>loii  ul'  A  hL'nd-nviie,  whicJi  was  no  itllo 
plea,  excused  poor  luibere  non-iittendancc  at 
<linncr;  but  it  al«M)  ineua-d  n  TiHit  fmin  her 
nunt  though  Ibrtuimtely  not  til)  l>te  in  the 
evening,  when  the  growing  darkneaa  veilol  her 
Bgitntion. 

The  kindneM  of  Mrs.  MorlonV  eiKjuiries, 
thi-  ntTcctionnte  tenderness  of  her  ton«  as  aJie 
reinurked  Ikt  uniuitural  palcncee.  eut  the 
gmtvful  girl  lu  the  hcitrt;  uind  nuide  her  feel 
OS  N  guilty  tiling  in  the  presence  of  her  to 
whom  »he  wius  to  highly  indebted,  nnd  yet 
who,  by  hor  act,  would  be  reducvd  lo  beggary. 
She  toi^ot  all  that  had  been  »id  alwut  marry- 
ing her    to    Sir    Chrutupher    Holmes,    ut»] 
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thought  only  of  her  aunt'o  reply — sliu  u  my 
nnly  Biater'^  ouly  child  ;  and  slic  cuuld  luurdly 
rMtntin  hcvsulf  from  eiakiiig  un  Iter  ki)«es 
before  Uiut  uiint,  aad  pntymg  hur  purtloii  for 
what  liin  purfHjMHl  doing. 

Poor  IvhIkI!  it  wan  hur  firet  uttciii[rt  nt 
<!onc«ahacnt  i  and  nothing  but  Mn.  Mortoti'n 
pi'«-i>ctiu]iiktiuii,iuid  tlio  ^lini  Itj^ht,  pFcwiitcil  Iter 
«(ptatioD  fruu)  bciug  more  tiotcd. 

"  I  ilun't  like  (luga  in  ttie  Iiuum:,  luid  only 
permitted  Mischief  to  remain  till  you  ha«l  lound 
him  a  liome,"  said  Mr».  Morf)!)  releotnng  her 
irati  with  aoDie  diiliculty  from  the  )>uppyV 
teeth.  '*  And  tlitA  aiiimul  is  very  tnjulil««omv ; 
you  hml  better  euiid  liim  to  the  keeiwr." 

"  He  iliall  go  to-morrow,"  nuawcred  l«tbel 
very  humbly. 

"  You  are  a  good  girl,"  stud  Mns.   MortOD) 
touched  by  her  tone,  aod  bending  down  tu  kise 
)  hor,  ere  she  departed. 

Isabel  throw  her  arm*  rouud  liw  nvck,  then 
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wiUtdrawing  tbvm  m  niddcnly,  eaak  bock  on 
the  bed,  on  which  site  luul  been  lying. 

**  Guod  night,  luvc  ]  I  »liull  hope  to  eee  you 
quite  well  in  the  morning  ;  you  mrc  «  dear. 
good  child,  and  hare  well  repaid  my  core  and 
jiffection." 

"  Aim !  nlju  I  nbut  would  elw  say  if  aho 
knew  nil  ?"  thought  Isabel,  giving  way  to  thv 
tears  which  she  had  before  reUraioed  with 
eucli  diffico)^. 

"  Fine  timber,  dr.  Will  sell  for  a  good 
deal — tlte  old  gentleman  would  never  have  ii 
touched,"  obecn-ed  Mr.  Stephen  Suntbury  to 
Flenung,  as  he  was  ^Ting  directioits  to  his 
woodnuuL 

"  The  better  for  those  who  come  after  hitn," 
answered  Fleming  elwrtly,  walking  awaj',  hi» 
recent  disoouree  with  hie  mother  having  Mme- 
what  ruiSed  his  temper. 

"  You  are  fortunate  in  bavii^  come  into 
so  large  a  property,"  remained  the  attorney. 
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fcding  rather  nettled  at  his  euperaUous  iim»> 
ner.  "  We  managed  it  well ;  f  ou  might  not 
have  foand  many  so  ready  and  able  to  furtltcr 
your  viewB." 

"  You  drew  up  th«  will,  according  to  Mr. 
Morton's  directions,  I  believe,  and  have  been 
paid  for  ao  doing." 

"  You  forget  the  previoua  deed,"  ob- 
^rved  tti«  knnvii))i  uttomcy,  with  a  familiai- 
wink. 

"  Such  a  deed,  if  it  ever  exidt«d,  has  been 
destroyed  long  since." 

"  Barnes  can  prove  ita  having  once  ex- 
isted," replied  Mr.  Sainsburj,  not  know- 
ing exactly  how  to  take  his  companion's 
word». 

"  Barnes  signed  a  paper  ;  but  we  know 
nothing  of  ita  contents." 

"  You  have  a  dull  memory  this  morning, 
Mr.  Fleming.  The  rough  draft  of  this  deed, 
in  my  fatJier's  own  hand,  is  in  my  poseesaion, 
V  5 
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with  8omo  further  mcmornnituina,  lU  yon 
reftdy  know." 

"  I  hnw  n«T«r  bclteUl  them  ;  nnd  am  m.i 
be  frigbtened  1>t  bug-bears." 

**  Bogi-bearB,  Mr.  Fleming  I"  cxclajmod  Mr. 
■Siunsbury,  turning  pale  "  Your  gooti  mother. 
Mm.  Morton,  baa  seen  them,  and  knows  thpir 
mlue." 

"  They  chouK)  btivc  t>v«n  in  her  pocMWAou 
long  Bince  then,  for  elie  has  paid  fcir  tlietu  ovt-r 
and  over  agmn." 

"  No  price  can  be  too  bigb  for  them," 
remarked  the  nettled  attorney.  "  Were 
they  to  be  produood  tboy  wOold  dispoeees 
yott." 

"  And  prove  your  rilUny,"  «fti<l  Fleming 
provoked  by  the  attontcy's  words  and  niftnntir. 

"  Very  well,  eir,  very  well ;  I  shall  expect 
to  be  paid  ior  tbii,"  crivd  the  attorney  in 
wrath.  "  Who  profits  mort  by  tiio  villany  I 
should  like  to  know?    I  will  be  paid  for  thiei. 
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eir,  well  paid  I  or  you  eholl  tind  tliiit  yuii  uv 
in  my  power." 

"  Be  off;  or  you  ni>y  find  Uuil  you  iw  i» 
tuine,"  cried  Klciiiing  angrily,  railing  Ids  stick 
with  a  tlireAteoing  nir. 

"  I  will  be  well  pnid  fur  tliiH ;  or  I  will  hnvu 
my  revenge,"  muttvrcd  the  cuwnrdly  atturiu^ 
sneaking  off. 

"  And  I  will  have  my  rcycngc  too,"  mut- 
tered Timothy  Mills,  now  grown  a  elinrp  l»y, 
and  who,  hid  in  a  thicket  nciir,  lutd  ovorhcard 
(he  whole  of  tlic  preceding  conversation.  "  I 
have  not  forgotten  tlic  beating,  nor  the  trying 
to  cheat  mother  out  of  her  house,  nor  tlie 
getting  ine  luriiod  awny  after  Mr.  Moi-ton 
married  R^oin,  though  Uie  first  Mrs.  Uortoii 
put  me  to  achool ;  and  then  had  nie  to  work  in 
the  garden  'cause  her  nevey  axed  her.  My 
cousin  Bob  is  boy  to  that  Sainsbury,  and 
know»  where  everything  is  kejtt.  I'll  see  if  I 
cun't  get  Mr.  Dclaval  hie  right«  again,  and 
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bang  the  'taniey.  1  be  old  onough  now  to 
swear  in  a  court  of  law.  Lucky  I  cuuld  get 
no  work,  *ad  so  came  bird's  noctiog,  and 
crouched  down  ainong  Uic  l>ushe»  for  ibar  the 
Wncy  tliould  we  me." 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


"  I  AH  come  to  congratulate  you,  DdaTaJ," 
eaid  GiSbrd  cuteriog  Itis  friend'^  apartnteut 
Utc  in  Hic  evening. 

'*  You  know  all  then,"  answered  Delaval 
raieing  hU  heocl  Etoia  bin  croesod  arn3ij>  un 
which  it  liad  been  resting. 

"  Know  ?  wily  the  whole  world  knows — all 
London  is  singing  the  piaisee  of  your  pamph- 
let, aa  it  before  aang  the  praises  of  your 
travels ;  and  even  your  political  oppooeata 
admit  your  talents  and  faimesa." 
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"  Do  tlicj-?"  replied  Dclaral  languidly. 
*'  What  a  tock-K-d&isical  air  for  ii  Bucc««8fuf 
autltor !  Have  you  no  vanity'  ?  Do  you  feel 
no  glow  nt  finding  yourself  aijiiiittecl,  evvn  I>t 
tlioec  who  differ  frcau  you,  to  be  one  of  the 
luosler  tpmu  of  the  ngc  Y* 

"  Do  yon  mean  the  niAetcr  of  a  gin  shoji  V 
atkiid  Delaval  sniUtng. 

"  Come,  come,  Kforton  ;  it  is  iin]>oeMble, 
when  I  ain  m  proud  for  yoii,  timt  yoti  should 
not  be  a  little  proud  of  yotircelf.  Have  you 
been  thinking  of  that  \roman  again  a«  was  the 
case  when  I  congratulated  you  last*"  ob- 
served Gifford  somewhat  pettishly.  "'  HcIIcvc 
mc  »hc  could  never  have  hud  any  sympathy 
with  your  higher  qualities." 

"  You  arc  growing  scandalous,  Gifford, 
because  I  persist  in  waiting  for  your  widow. 
What  think  you  I  hftve  here?"  pointing  to  a 
jiaper  before  him. 

"  His  must  gnciou-t  ntnjcety's  commands 
t(>   fimn   a   new   mioietry,    I   should  imagine. 
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Irotu  the  sudden  fiaebing  of  tbat  Ixifoni  dull 
eye." 

"  No,  politician ;  no  such  thing.  Such 
honors  bring  but  vexation  with  thvm.  The 
homo  of  my  childhood  is  mine  once  more — the 
disinherited  heir  has  regained  bis  rights — the 
first  wish  of  my  heart  i»  accomplished. " 

"  1  rejoice  f o  hear  it  But  Imw  and  when  ?" 
uked  Gifford,  stmking  Imndit  witli  his  friend, 
whose  laugiior  had  suddenly  given  place  to  a 
Calm  but  lofty  cuthusiiuiRi. 

"  Here  is  the  nussing  docd ;  and  Miw 
Hobton  has  carried  out  into  pnictice  her 
assertion  that  the  clerk  wne  not  dead — nnd 
should  not  die.  Not  three  hours  «in«e  she 
Cfdled  with  her  molher  to  sliow  nte  u  letter 
front  their  American  cousin,  who,  at  their 
request,  hunted  out  the  afbresaid  clerk,  who 
will  be  in  England  by  (he  next  puclcet.  It 
would  ha\-e  dclif^Kul  you  to  have  soon  the 
fUmy  exultation  uf  the  good  hidy  and  hor 
datigbter;  and  the  blusl>e«  and  simpers  with 
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which  tliey  accepted  my  invitntion  to  Morton 
Park." 

"  Atu)  you  rc«]ly  invited  llicm  to  vitat  you 
there?" 

"  To  1>c  8ure  I  did.     How  could  I  do  leae^ 
whci)  tu  them  I  shall  owe,  under  Heaven,  the 
TeBtoraticHi  of  my  rights  ?     Yoti  liave  forgotten 
that  I  escorted  them  to  the  opera  last  season ; 
and  etooti    the    ijtiizzing  of  all  my  brother 
employes,  like  a  hardened  iniui  about  town.     I 
have  learnt  to  value  worth  for  the  sake  of  ite 
worth ;  aod  bear  with  its  want  of  polish.    You 
look   incredulous,   and  glance    at  my    It«Iixn 
treasures.     I   have  not  lost  my  love   for  the 
beautiful,   and    my     taste   may  still    be    too 
bstidious;    but  suffering   han   taught  me  to 
rate  tlie  heart  above  the  mind,  though  by  the 
exercise  of  that  mind,   uiklcr  God's  blessing, 
the    disinherited     Morton    I>c]avB]    has    won 
himaclf  a  uainc  and  a  stAtiou.     With  tltc  mind 
we  cnn  but    comprdiend    darkly — with    tltc 
heart  we  can  love  entirely." 
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"  AGm  Hobeon  U)  wit  Wti«n  i»  the  trnitch 
to  come  off?  But  where  did  the  fiod  the 
deed?" 

"  That  deed  is  »UI1  enveloped  in  mystery. 
It  waa  delivered  at  the  door  l>y  a  porter  two 
hours  ago  in  ray  abeeace ;  and  I  have  no  clue 
to  enable  me  to  guess  from  whom,  or  froui 
wliciioe  it  comcR." 

"  Th«  Iiandwritijig." 

"  Ib  unknown  to  me ;  and  I  should  any  from 
the  unequal  chsrocters  feigned.  I  was  cot  at 
home  when  it  arrived,  and  the  servant  who 
took  it  in,  was  too  busy  to  ask  questions.  The 
amount  claimed  for  carriage  would  intimate 
that  it  came  from  the  country." 

"  Can  you  form  no  conjecture  from  whom  it 
comw!?"  enquired  Gifford  looking  steadily  into 
hijt  friondV  face. 

"  Nooo ;  unlcM  it  comes  from  one,  who, 
having  done  roc  wrong,  would  now  rcpiUr 
it." 

"  I  should  not  suspect  Mx».  Morton  of  offer* 
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iiig  repttnitioii  t4>  gtfacrs  nt  h«r  own  exptttse," 
observed  Gifibnl  dril)-. 

"  I  WM  not  thinking  of  h«r,''  Answered 
l>clftvii],    turning    over     the    slivcts    of    the 

"  M»y  not  LuuL6  luive  cent  itK* 

"  Ccrtaiuly  uot,  einoe  in  a  letter  received 
only  Hiii  morning  lie  laments  that  no  infomii^ 
tion  line  been  obtained  of  its  oxist4jnce.'' 

•'  Ut  nic  look  at  it,"  nid  Gifford  a  little 
Mxiouiily. 

"  U  is  neitlier  n  lioax,  dot  «  foiffeiy ;  I 
recognlM  thu  gigiiHturv^"  aiuwcrod  Celaval 
timiling. 

"  Yoa  lire  quick  at  reading  my  fean, 
Morton." 

"I  am,  Erneet;  so  take  hoed  what  you 
fear,"  replied  hia  friciid  siguifictintly. 

"  This  must  iuUy  Mtabli«h  yuur  claime,  I 
should  think,  and  Bupcnedc  thv  will,  w  your 
onchi  not  only  makes  over  the  whuk  of  his 
{noperty  to  you,  but  precludes  himsoif  fnim  the 
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poBnbility  of  making  any  change  io  the  diepo«i- 
tion  of  hia  forlunc," 

**  You  only  think  thin,  GiffonI  ?  Can  there 
be  a  doubt?,  Ib  the  cup  to  be  dnehcd  Midc, 
juBt  M  my  fcTCrud  lip#  luirc  toudied  its 
l>rimr 

"No,  Dclaval;  it  viaa  but  an  inndvcrtunt 
wotd :  there  can  be  no  doubt  on  the  subject. 
But  how  am  I  to  reconcile  this  nen-ous  anxiety 
with  your  thouglitful,  aay  oven  inoiiniful  look 
when  I  entered  ?" 

"  The  first  wild  thrill  of  joy— *e  firet  wild 
glow  of  triumph  had  eubeidod,  and  I  was 
Iteginning  to  tliink  of  the  duties  of  fortune,  as 
well  fttf  ila  plea^urcii ;  and  then  tlie  fonua  of  the 
dead  rose  up  1>cfure  mo.  I  inay  go  t)ack  to 
Morton  Park,  but  there  will  be  no  clicering 
eniUce — no  kindly  toneti  to  welcome  me." 

"  You  npcd  not  fear  solitude." 

"  I  do  not  fear  it — I  should  ratlier  dcare  it." 

"  But  you  will  be  little  there ;  your  official 
duties  will  detain  you  in  London." 
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"  Not  BO ;  I  eliall  givo  up  tbe  politiclun  nn>l 
enact  tliii  country  genllDioau." 

"  Grow  immpoua,  and  pros;',  fnt  uhI  far- 
tacrlj,  talking  of  nolhiog  but  corn  Inwit  utit] 
poor  Iawi),  couuty  rates  nnd  couuty  rundn. 
No,  no,  DcIamJ,  tJic  mind  whicli  has  taken  in 
■  world,  must  not  be  oontmcti-d  to  a  ringte 
count}'.  You  may  laugh  ;  but  n'by  not  punu« 
tbe  nolite  career  wliicb  your  ovrn  cxertiutifl 
h»ve  opened  before  you  7" 

"  Let  mc  first  learn  to  manage  my  own 
concents,  ere  I  meddle  with  those  of  oUicre. 
I  wan  an  idle  mtui  before  ;  but  now  Hhal)  find 
cnoti<;b  to  do  for  Homc  time,  at  Icojtt,  in  re- 
pairing the  niiechicf  euused  by  Mn.  Murton's 
extra  vagnnc*.^" 

"That  ui  turn  clo<lhop|ier,  and  vegetate  in 
fallow  fields.  And  tliis  with  your  talents ! 
Well,  if  it  murt  be  «v  But  you  will  want  a 
wife  oven  there." 

'•'Then  -I  can  t«kc  Fdicia  Mcdljcott,  or 
some  otlier  clodlioppercSB.     The  heir  of  Morton 
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Park  will  find  no  diflicuUy  in  proouring  r 
wife  in  town  or  country  ;  eo  his  very  good 
rricnds  may  aparc  tbcmsolvca  the  trouble  ol 
lurniog  tnslcb-aiakcrA,  which  would  prove 
but  *  loves  labour  lost,'  as  the  youth  is  eome- 
whflt  obstinate,  and  inclined  to  have  a  will 
of  hie  own."" 

"  So  it  should  seem,"  said  Gifibrd  colouring 
sUghtly,  and  dinnging  the  conversation. 
"  How  comes  it  that  the  dead  clcrlt  i«  alive 
agun?" 

"  A  romantic  story,  fitting  a  three  volume 
DoTcl :  tflkcn  off  the  wreck  aAer  floating  al>out 
for  some  clays,  and  landed  at  a  distant  port— 
the  only  one  on  board  who  did  not  perieh." 

"  A  romantic  story  truly  t  But  it  in  getting 
late ;  and  I  muat  hurry  back  to  delight  Susan 
with  the  news,  and  nc<x>m[»tny  her  to  Lady 
Cnltou'a.     IrVe  meet  you  tlierc  of  course." 

•'  No ;  I  liave  sent  my  excuse,  having  prp- 
miMud  Lord  Erringoourt  tunic  titfonimlion 
ijoiiceniing  Syria."  ,      . ,,,, 
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"  Oh !  poob.  you  caa  fumUb  that  t«-iiKiTTtiw. 
Ymi  miwt  oumc  to  L*dy  Colton'g  tvnight — sU 
tlic  world  will  be  dtero,  expecting  lo  hebuld 
tbe  autbor  ol'  tb«  clover  pamphlet  (iiut  in 
ninking  siicb  a  stir.  I  long  to  ace  you  crowned 
with  tlw  hays." 

"  And  her  ladyship  with  omoge  llo« 
bl<MK)iu«  ?"  tt«ked  Deluvol  pointedly  ;  adding 
with  a  emilc — "  Oet  you  gon«,  Gitlurd;  1 
must  c>omititin6  with  my  own  heart  t«-iugbt. 
Nei'er  fear  that  luy  mind  can  bo  again  the 
•U^ant  pool — 

~  AO  nwndcd  o'*r  villi  f««p." 

You  6ot  the  Niagara  of  that  mind  in  motion — 
DOW  stay  the  torrent  if  you  can.  Not  a  word 
of  my  change  of  fortune  to  any  but  your  wife, 
who  can  kc«p  a  stt-rct  from  all  but  you.  (Jood 
night  r 

*•  Oood  night;  mdcv  you  will  turn  me  out. 
I  shall  Mt  Suaan  to  i*oold  you." 

"  Vou  had  better  not  teach  bcr  the  art  of 
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Kcolding,  l««t  eho  should  pnctisc  it  uii  younelf. 
Come  lUiiX  brcukfuflt  with  tnc  to-inormw,  if 
your  wtfv  will  let  you ;  Mid  then  wc  cwi  talk 
over  my  future  plans  in  a  busint-M  like  wyle." 

*'  I  wish  Delnral  would  ruftrry  Liuiy  Citlton, 
or  Siliso  Ilanmer,  or  sonie  one  deitcniag  of 
him.  I  fear  liis  thoughts  are  etill  bent  oii  Mri. 
FlemiDg,"  olwerv-ed  Gilford  to  hie  wife,  aft«r 
relating  bia  friend's  good  fortune. 

"  [  daresay  ho  will  marry  Homo  one  in  good 
time,  if  we  leave  him  alone,  Ernest ;  but  it  is 
»  subject  on  which  be  disUkcs  even  a  hint." 

"  And  that  very  touchiness  looks  suspicious. 
Wealtli  id  no  object  ivith  him  now ;  and  he 
may  eltoo«c  u»  he  pleaaes.  Her  ladyship  boa 
Iwauty,  talent ;  and  '»  evidently  atlnelicd  to 
him." 

"  He  will  choose  for  himself,  Krnest ;  and  it 
ill  better  be  nhould.'" 

"  If  you  pleaac,  sir,  here  is  a  boy,  who  says 
he  imM  sec  you,  and  will  not  go  nwsy,"  said 
the  smart  tittle  tiger,  who  inui  rci>laced  the  all 
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perfect  Adams  in  Delaval's  eiuall  cstnbliithi 
nddrcseing  bU   master  as  he  mt  at  bnmkfuf 
with  Giffonl/' 

"  VVluit  U  hia  nntuo,  and  wliorfi  dova  be 
a^OK  from?" 

"  He  comes  firom  the  country,  nf,  as  a  bodj' 
inn;  nee  by  liis  clothes ;  and  his  niune  is  Tiai 
somelliiiig.  lie  is  inclinixl  h)  be  iiujxjTtlnent^ 
and  threntfncd  to  make  a  row  if  I  did  not 
come  u[>  to  let  you  kiiuw.  I  lefl  the  cook  :n 
the  pRSHif^c,  «ir,  for  fear  be  ehould  Hical  your 
cloak." 

"  Vcrjr  conrnderate.  Let  Tim  eomcthing 
come  ui>,  if  he  is  from  the  country,"  omvered 
Delaval,  soulmg  at  the  supercilious  tone  of 
the  wucj  town  tiger. 

"  Master  ulways  sees  people  that  come  fVom 
the  country,"  muttered  the  discontented 
as  Iw  desceodcd  the  ataira. 

"  ^\^lat  do  you  want  of  me  T  asked  Detal 
kindly,  as  tlie  oouulry  boy,  after  putting  his 
hair,  and  scraping  bis  leg,  to  the  infinite  horror 
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I  or  ihc  tovn  bred  tiger,  stood  e]toc[d«h  and 
silent,  not  knuwtug  ho;v  to  begio  hU  t«lo. 

"  If  you  plcMC,  air,  [  hih  Tiiiiathy  MilU, 
mn  you  envcd  from  'tRmcy  8uinfil>ury  ;  nod  got 
goiM]  Mrs.  Morton  to  put  lo  hoIiooI,  and  then 
lake  ioto  the  gnrden,  wlicre  I  should  have 
bided  till  now,  if  it  had  not  been  lor  ih«  bad 
Mrs.  Morton,  who  turned  inc  away,  'cauic 
'taraejr  Sainsbury  axed  her.  It  was  st  sad 
day's  work,  sir,  when  your  unci*  umrrlcd  n^D; 
and  BO  «aid  all  tlic  folks." 

*'  It  was  indeed,  'I'iin ;  but  you  arc  so  grown 
that  I  did  not  know  you.  You  arc  come  u|)  to 
town  to  make  your  fortune  I  supiMee." 

"  Yc8,  eir,  if  I  can ;  and  yours  too." 

"  Mine  loo  I  Well,  I  am  very  much  obliged 
to  you,"  flaid  Delavol  laughing,  whiUl  GifTonl 
and  Tim  liiinself  both  joined  in  the  mirth. 
•*  But  how  18  this  lo  be  effected?" 

"  I  li«ve  got  the  pnpcn)  here,  Hir,"  answered 
'Hill,  drawing  near  with  a  confidential  air, 
and  pulling  out  of  his  pocket  a  smfill  parcel 
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wn»p]ied  in  a  Inltcreil  haiHlkurchivf:  "  Mj 
vouflin  Bob  livc»  with  Turncy  Siun^btiry, 
tliotigh  he  does  not  know  he  U  my  coushi. 
So  I  goes  to  Iloh  and  telb  hint  till ;  Mid  Bolt, 
who  can  <lo  miythiiij;  ho  put.^  hts  ruiml  to,  timU 
iiiu  out  th«  [lapers,  when  bis  niaater  is  nway, 
iind  lendfi  roe  money,  and  a  coat  to  come  up  to 
London  with,  and  eends  hie  duty  to  you,  elr. 
.Vnd  be  and  I  arc  both  ready  to  swear  what 
you  plcaec,  fir,  at  the  'sizes;  or  do  any  thing 
else  to  get  you  yoor  omi  ngain." 

"  I  am  iulinitely  obliged  to  you  and  your 
cousin  Bot>:  but  I  must  leom  more  about  these 
]ra)>ere  first,"  eaid  Dclavftl  much  amu«ed. 

"  Oil'  yee,  sir;  I  will  tcU  you  all  about 
tlieiii,  nnd  I  only  ho])6  as  bow  'tarney  Sain»> 
bury  will  be  hanged,  for  all  Uie  county  says  be 
desarvcs  it." 

■^  irall  wore  bangwl  w)io  deserve  it,  there 
m^ht  not  be  sudi  a  euperabuiidiint  population; 
h«l  now  for  your  «tory.'^ 

ThnV  Plory  wn*  told,  hie  «tgncity  lauded. 
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and  tlivn  being  diil)-  tliwiked  ui<l  rcwaixled,  lie 
wiM  con^octl  to  the  care  of  the  cook  and  the 
ti-^T,  witli  es]H-cuU  directions  to  lioth  to  iJtow 
liim  |uu-tieular  atteution,  aiid  let  liiiii  <lo  »»  lia 
[tleMud,  uit]  buvc  wtuit  lie  wisiied ;  dii-txitiuns 
wliidi,  joiofid  to  'Vim'i  secrocy  ii«  to  the  object 
or  Iiiu  visit,  to  miicli  lUTrontod  th«  youth  of 
broiuldoili  mid  buttonA,  tbat  be  expre^wd  eiTi- 
ous  intentions  of  ffiving  warning. 

The  papcn  vhidi  Tim  hftd  penuaded  hii« 
cotiein  to  ffst  biin,  m  liu  t«rmcd  it,  to  steal  a? 
some  might  have  worded  it,  were  the  original 
iuatnictiona  for  tlie  deed  in  Mr.  Morton  a  own 
hand  ^vriling — the  rough  draft  of  the  sanie :  atu] 
a  letter  from  the  elder  Sainj^bury  to  the  yonngcr 
whu  clinnovd  to  be  alxteut  at  the  time,  in  which 
the  dved  Hiid  it»  purport  were  alluded  to.  If 
Ihe^u  jKipcrs  would  have  gone  but  a  little  way 
in  establishing  Dclnval's  claims,  yet  joined  to 
the  cridencu  of  Tim  they  were  more  than 
■nflicient  to  [trove  the  colluaiou  of  the  attorney 
and  hill  cli«iit«,  nod  cover  all  with  disgrace — 
0  « 
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that  du^grnc«  iVum  whicb  poor  iMbel  had 
ho])cd  to  save  lier  rebtircs,  n-bilat  [NirTomung 
Ml  not  of  juatico. 

Mra.  Morton  had  been  m  long  in  j>oe<itciwio* 
of  her  (kceaect)  husbaDd'e  prc^rty,    tlial   tb« 
wliole  coutitj^    was   Etartlcd  on   beoruig    that 
OcliiMil  sought  to  set  luide  the  will ;  and  there 
vrcrc  niikny  who  deemed  his  hopes  cliiini-rical ; 
hilt  the  reeolt  of  the  trial  proved  Uie  fiiUncy  of 
such  Ml  opioioii.     Not  only  was  Ddaval  de- 
dared  to  bo  »ol«  heir  to  hia  uncle,  with  the 
right  of  (ureAre,  &c,  &c.  but  the  tcctimon^-  of 
Tim,  the  old  ecrvante,  &ik]  nunc  Davie,  joii]«ti 
tu  the  sudden  6igfat  of  Sainebuiy  the  night 
before  the  trial,  eo  clearly  established  againtt 
Mk.  Morion  and  her  son  the  fact  of  the  gutlty 
arts  which  they  bad  employed  to  bead  the  old 
fiMu  to  their  will,  and  their  subsequent  cruel 
itcglect,  that  they  were  execmted  by  ihoee  who 
had  fonnerly    tnuded  them ;  and  Dclaial  wtw 
Hrongly  advised  by  aomc  to  indict  theni  for  a 
oonspiracy  to  defraud,  that  they  might  meet 
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th*'    ^tiBltiiient     which    tliey    au    weU    de- 

Even  Hicir  counsel  wiw  thoroughly  udhuiimJ 
of  his  cclubc,  iind  cou1<l  my  little  in  «lvf'cim<j  ui* 
his  clients.  Tlic  tincxiwctvd  dimpiiuiniiicii  of 
Sainsbury,  and  tUc  ns  unoxpecled  evidence  ol' 
the  nunc,  whom  the  cowardly  nttoruoy,  out 
of  revenge  for  FlcniiiigV  contempt,  had  insti- 
gntcd  to  tcU  U)i!  truth,  lenving  no  possibility  oi' 
obtjtining  ft  venlict  for  tho  dcfoiulant 

Delaval's  name  was  shomoJ— DclavHiVhcHlth 
wan  <]rimk — boiifiroif  were  ligbtc:!— squibs  were 
let  ofl";  ftjid  the  whole  neigh boiiihooil  wm  in  an 
upronr  of  delight.  Nobody  had  likfd  Mrs. 
Morton— everybody  bfwl  i^uwpectc'l  sommhinjr 
uiwJcr  her  cxcewivc  «wvetncs«,  though  they 
had  not  said  it.  She  was  tlie  most  artful  of 
women — her  son  a  spendthrift,  a  gambler,  and 
a  rour.  MTf.  Fleming  a  jilt ;  and  l!*al>el  » 
flirt  trying  to  catch  young  Medlycott,  Sir 
Christopher  llolme^,  or  any  onu  deo  who 
coiili)  nialce  her  a  settlement.      80  ran  public 
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l>ruCi»sioii  iu  which  he  Iiad  taken  a  jiart  had 
been  tiie  funeral  of  his  uaclc,  and  thore  were 
so  many  painful  circumstances  attending  h\^ 
exile,  that  this  restoration  to  his  rights  mnst 
be  connected  with  sad  recoUectiona,  which 
made  him  curious  to  avoid  the  appearance  of 
display,  and  the  prying  of  curious  eyes. 

"  You  are  sadly  deficient  in  the  art  of 
placing  popular,"  observed  Gifford  with  a 
smile,  accom[)anied  by  a  look,  which  told 
how  proud  he  felt  of  the  friend  of  hie 
youth.  "  I  ho[>e  it  is  not  an  over  sensitive- 
ness with  regard  to  the  partt  which  niakcf  yitii 
act  thus." 

"  I  will  not  say  that  it  is  not,  Gilibrd,  we 
imaginative  people  liave  odd  fancies.  13ut 
why  stir  up  the  mud  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of 
the  lake,  whilst  the  surface  is  clear?  As  we 
used  to  say  in  our  school-boy  days — ask  me  no 
questions,  and  I  will  tell  you  no  stories.  Your 
husband  is  too  curious,  Mrs.  Gifford;  yon 
should  teach  him  better." 
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"  Alaa!  AWt  W  is  bo  pniuit  of  having 
tuniMl  out  such  a  pupil  as  Tounelf,  thai  he  \a 
for  leachiog  evcrybodj ;  and  I  am  in  dnily 
horror  of  his  proposing  to  set  up  a  prepamtMry 
school  for  young  gentienwn,"  anawcred  Susan, 
langliing. 

"  Et  tu  Brute !  thue  I  punish  you,"  cried 
Giflbrd,  etog^ing  her  mouth  ntth  a  kise  crc  she 
gueaeod  his  purpose  "  And  now  for  sodm  ntorc 
(jucstioiu,  DelflTfil ;  whtrc  ar«  your  foaT" 

"  Mr».   Morton  and  her  8o«  nrc  st , 

Lucas  UHi  me :  tlic  Utter  ill,  and  unable  to 
proceed  further." 

"  And  the  rest  of  Uiein  T 

"  tNiiiisbury  wag  attacked  hy  footpada  1.M1  the 
night  of  his  flight — robbed  of  all  h«  tmU 
wrung  from  tlie  fcara  of  his  cUcutfi ;  and  m 
bnitidly  treated,  that  there  is  no  ehance  of  liis 
recovery,  nay,  it  is  supposed  that  crc  this  he 
has  breathed  hU  last." 

"A  fitting  reward  for  hi«  villany,  oa  your 
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frtend  'Hmothy  thinks,  I  have  no  doubt.  Hut 
I  did  not  mesxa  liiui :  wliore  oro  Mn,  V.laa^g 
imd  Isabel  ?"  ,1 

"  With  tli«ir  rebttives,  I  coucluda ;  but  have 
not  enquired." 

"  And  the  arrears,  and  the  reudy  money — 
bow  lire  all  tliose  tilings  settled  K* 
,,(,."  Lucoa  baa  cartv-f/lanchc  to  nrraage  cvery- 
tlung  as  be  thinks  ju»t.  I  n-iab  to  bear  as 
little  of  tlic  matter  as  |xie«ible." 

"  Vou  will  get  moping  and  idle  down  at 
Morton  Park  liy  yourself." 

*'  Como  and  see." 

"  I  will,  if  I  eon  get  leave ;  but  1  luu 
counted  a  person  of  importance  now.  Your 
accession  of  fortune  bae  also  hruugbt  Mi 
accession  of  iiivor  to  your  friend ;  and  lords 
and  ladice  bow  and  speak,  who  never  deigned 
to  know  me  before.  The  Ilobaons  have  not 
overcome  their  flutter  of  joy ;  and  boa^it  to 
everybody  of  your  having  said  that  you  owe 
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CHAPTER  V. 


If  bright  had  been  the  day  of  Delaval's  de- 
parture, still  brighter  was  the  day  of  hiB 
return ;  and  the  sunlight  lay  so  lovingly  and 
cheeringly  on  wood  and  lawn,  and  over  the 
quiet  church-yard,  giving  even  to  the  quaint 
old  mausoleum  a  look  of  hopefulness,  that  the 
heart  of  the  exile  waa  lightened,  aa  he  gazed 
upon  it ;  and  for  the  moment  he  forgot  that 
the  home  of  his  childish  joy  was  desolate,  and 
the  kindly  voices  of  those  who  bad  cherished 
hie  infancy  hushed  in  death. 


ISS 
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I  H.Tlic  Gux  of  liu  uncle  wiui  pot  U  the  window 
sbovc.  Dor  tlic  Gux  of  IsiiLcl  ot  (he  window 
tcluw ;  tlicy  liud  budc  liiui  furewcll  wlicn  lie 
lef^  but  there  was  tw  uue  to  weluomc  liini 
when  lie  cunie  back — nu  friciidlj  voice  to  give 
him  a  friendly  greeting ;  nnd  the  rcmembnuicc 
of  this  caused  a  abuddor  to  thrill  the  frame, 
which  httd  ahook  not  when  death  woa  aruuud 
and  before  hini. 

lie  was  miBtakeii :  there  were  msny  to  bid 
liim  welcome.  The  old  butler  stood  at  tlie 
bottom  of  the  steps  resolved  that  no  baod  but 
hiM  should  a-t-iint  bis  young  nuieter  from  the 
cnrrin^ — the  old  housekcc|>cr  etood  at  the  top 
of  the  Rte]»  in  her  beet  apparel,  and  with  tears'^ 
in  her  eyes,  whilat  in  ihe  hall  behind  were 
ninged  the  whole  corpt  dotnestiyuc,  compoeod  of 
erery  former  sen,-ant  that  the  butler  and  house- 
keeper had  been  able  to  collect,  even  to  a 
scullion  and  fbotboy;  the  first  of  whtnn  had 
been  turned  away  for  thieving,  tl>c  second  for 
lying.     Tbifl    douie^tic    array  wu    nearly  as 
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annoyiii;;  to  Delnral,  who  uiissM  tlie  dead,  unci 
longed  to  bo  alone,  as  would  have  been  the 
count}*  procoasiou  which  lie  hod  declined ;  but 
it  wae  too  late  for  icmonetranix;,  luid  tlie 
reepectful  affection  ol'  the  old  butler,  and  tlie 
joyful  8obe  of  his  worthy  iltunc,  who  forgot 
her  dignity  on  the  occouou,  prevented  all  show 
of  vexation,  and  touched  hiiu  who  bad  excited 
this  honest  eympnthy.  i    :  ,,  .„ 

Slinking  his  hand  with  a  warmth  that 
bruiiglit  liie  tcare  into  the  old  man's  eyes, 
euu^iig  him  to  forget  the  set  s]>cech  wliich  ho 
had  been  studying  for  the  laat  week,  Dvluval 
•prong  up  the  steps,  and  saluting  tht;  old  house- 
keei>er  a'<  had  been  hie  wont  in  boyhood,  telling 
her  the  must  not  spoil  him  as  she  had  done  of 
old,  he  turned  to  the  group  behind,  and  with 
kindly  words  and  kindly  nods  to  all  pnssed 
quickly  on  into  his  study ;  his  quivering  lip 
proclaiming,  as  he  closed  the  door,  that  thw 
abruptness  had  not  arisen  from  any  want  of 
feelii^.     Ere  tiie  butler  Irnd  remembered  the 
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bogiuning  of  hU  epeecli,  or  Uio  blushing,  thouj;li 
gmtifivU  houfiukooiier,  bad  roooverod  her  ruffled 
dignity,  the  young  hvir  hotl  poflseJ  fVom  ihuir 
eight  like  ft  rta^  of  lightmng,  lenying  the  whole 
iL«$cinblagc  gasiug  after  liini  in  stupid  wond«r. 
Then  thut  silence  was  broken  by  m  siiuultAQcuu« 
iiupulev:  ant)  every  voice  broke  forth  into  a 
sltuul  of  wdcomo.  Another  shout  would  have 
succeeded,  but  was  checked  by  Adatna,  who, 
cxpliLining  liis  mmtcr'e  wish  for  aileacc  and 
»ulitud«  on  this  first  day  of  bis  return,  per> 
iiuadcd  theni  to  transfer  this  Bakcl  of  tong^en 
lu  tlic  still  room  and  servant's  hall. 

iVU\-ftl  had  m  arranged  hi»  joun)cy  om  to-j 
arrive  iti  the  forenoon,  for  the  purpose 
loarking  the  alterations  in  the  bouse  anj 
grounds  ere  night,  that  he  might  the  »ooncr 
dismiss  all  painful  recollections  from  his  niiud, 
by  arcwrtoming  himself  to  the  change ;  and  no 
MKMtcr  therefore  wns  the  great  hall  deserted, 
tlnin  he  set  forth  ou  lus  perambulation. 

'I'lie  first  roonu  he  entered  on  ascondii^  the 
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stiiirii  vtd'o  tlie  ftlpeiiing  njirurUiitDta  aod  bou- 
doira  of  Mrs.  Murloti  and  ti«r  ■luugUter-iu-liiw  ; 
futd  li«  could  iiot  but  be  struck  witli  tti«  aiiii- 
iilcA  splcnd'Hir  auil  elegance  of  both,  for  LncAi>. 
iiuknown  to  lum,  had  forbiddcii  the  rciiivvid  nf 
anj-  furniture.  IIo  turned  from  both  with 
disgust,  nnd  a  babj-'s  uhoe  wliicli  had  been 
inadvertentlj  lefl  in  the  nursory  was  ejitiniMl 
with  oi^r.  Delaval  was  but  mortal :  atid 
uvcrj'  stop  he  took  brought  some  fresh  proof 
of  the  falM'hood  of  lier  wliom  hv  had  loved  too 
w«U.  Hail  Clara  rcniftiiied  but  true,  he  had 
not  been  buuii^ed — he  had  not  been  disin- 
hcrited  even  in  seeming.  What  yean:  of  etiflcr- 
ing  might  be  laid  to  hot  account  \ 

lie  strode  hastily  on  to  the  chamber  in  which 
hi«  uncle  had  died.  Hud  the  hand  of  change 
Ijeen  tliere  too?  Him  fingers  shook  as  be 
toudted  the  lock ;  imd  he  i^aused  a  moment  crc 
Ik  piixhod  open  the  door,  expecting  to  eee  lh« 
grim  portrait  gone,  and  the  fuueresd  looking 
bed  replaced  by  an  elegant  couob.     U«  etortod 


in  eurpriHi  and  plcaeurc ;  ttic  grim  portrait  wtt 
still  hanging  ngairul  tlio  wnll — tliv  plumes  uf 
Ibe  gloomy  bud  atill  notldoil  ulwvc  tlic  conojiy  : 
itiul  every  tiling  WKit  exactly  lu  when  he  bud 
aecu  it  tA»t>  evcu  to  the  two  orni  chain ;  whilst 
oa  the  little  table  lay  a  withered  buttquvt, 
wliitih  scorned  to  liaro  becD  laid  there  in  haste, 
II  tribute  of  love  whicli  do  one  had  ventured  tv 
remove. 

^He  took  it  uj>.  In  tlie  centre  wns  a  *prig  of 
myrtle,  tlie  flower  which  he  had  given  Imbcl 
ut  her  request  on  the  morning  of  liis  dej>aiture 
for  Italy.  The  remembrance  toutJied  bim, 
und,  atler  gazing  at  it  for  some  moment«,  be 
laid  it  reverently  down  ou  the  spot  fmra  whence 
be  hitd  tukeu  it.  She  wa«  tlie  only  one  who  had 
remained  true  to  hioi  wid  hi«. 

There  wa«  Ecaroely  an  object  that  could  meet 
hie  view  which  wa«  not  calculated  to  awakeu 
giiunful   recollections,  more  jiarticulnrly  oU  ii 
this  chaDibcr  of  dcatli ;  but  DclavalV  ptirposaj 
was   to  subdue  thcec  mournful  cmutions  aa 
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s])cei1ily  as  might  ^H','  riot  'tti  itlil{ilg<!'l6"ditiiA, 
so  turning  niiotlti-r  lingering  gazo  urouiiil,  liu 
pBfiecd  out  ugaiu  Jiito  the  curridur,  tlirougli  tlic 
little  ruom  at  tlic  Hide,  whicli  hnd  scrvi'd  for 
laabel'g  alcqiiug  apartment,  with  the  simple 
ruriiltura  of  which  he  was  struck  as  forming  so 
groat  a  contmst  to  the-  splendour  which  had 
disguetcd  him. 

"  Do  you  know  if  any  one  occupied  fhi« 
room?"  cnquii-etl  UcUivitl  of  Adatua,  who  waa 
jHiMiug  along  tlic  gallery  nt  the  moment,  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  his  muster's  room  ex- 
actly in  the  order  of  former  days. 

'•  Miss  ImIx-1,  sir,  as  1  understand,"  replied 
the  valtt,  whu  wu*  fresh  from  llie  Iiou»ekeci)er'a 
room,  where  he  had  been  hearing  and  telling 
the  news.  "  She  uttcd  to  sit  tlicre  half  the 
day,  all  alone ;  and  would  not  let  a  single 
thing  be  altered,  bccau«e  she  mid  «hc  was  sure, 
air,  you  woiUd  not  like  it,"  continued  Adams 
with  whom  Isabel  had  (Jwnys  been  a  favorite, 
"  Mrs.  Morton,  they  say,  wished  to  have  the 
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hu  mm  lU)  hit)  iif)kncc<l  briil«  when  lie  Uul  lunt 
wiiii(l«re(l  th«re — shu  was  now  lliu  wit'c  wf 
another— of  oao  wlio  liud  docply  wiv>ii;(fil  him. 
(Viuld  Ito  have  swept  awnjr  uvary  watij^i-  of 
that  path  on  the  instant,  how  gUtUy  wouki  he 
have  dooe  it ;  Imt  this  could  nut  hv,  (K>  niiw 
the  pause  of  a  few  momcut*  he  pusswl  tm  with 
a  atatuly  ete]i.  To  enjoy  the  \miKv  wild 
happiness  which  he  bad  hoped  for  at  Moituu 
Park,  it  was  needful  tliat  no  blue  cliaiulicr 
dioolJ  remain  unexplored,  ihc  rcmenibraiioc  of 
whose  horrid  myst^rict!  could  blanch  hii<  vlieck. 
By  braving  every  emotion  to-day,  he  should  bi- 
master  of  himself  to-morrow. 

The  shrubs  nliich  overshadowed  ihc  |iiitli 
had  grown  in  his  absence,  and  the  suiibcani)' 
fell  across  the  greensward  more  rarely  and 
more  softly ;  but  neither  ehrub  nor  greensward 
had  run  to  riot;  a  tasteful  eye,  and  careful 
hand  )iad  cheeked  the  two  wild  luxuriance  of 
cither:  and  saves  few  faded  leavea  that  had 
fallen  in  the  late  autumn  winds,  the  ivholc  a'»^ 
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in  b«uitirul  oritT.  Ddnval  would  tui\'«  jire- 
foTTvd  niia  aiul  (kdolntiun— Utiscore  auciued  u 
nuickciy  of  bia  aflection ;  tad  «•  lien  be  «uw  Uk 
Kalmu  Ttgonnu  mmI  Houmliing,  Dprcad  uaL  tu 
double  iu  former  alxo,  u-iUi  a  Hih''"'^  Uwd 
pallid  dicvk,  he  Mretcbed  furiti  his  hRad  to  ttax 
U  up.  Tbe  lore  wliicb  luul  nilcd  ovor  iu 
pbnUQft  Ind  died  away  oa  one  »de  m  leoist  ;-> 
WM  iu  symbol  to  renmo  awre  briglit — more 
frwh — more  sbong? 

"  It  is  flourifhii^;  nicely,  «ir,  aiat  it  ?"  Mid 
Tim,  wbo  iuul,  liinwclf  uiucen,  been  ti>l)owiii)c 
ilia  atepe,  and  who  countod  binwclf,  and  wn» 
counted  by  others,  k  privtlc^^cd  i>cr»on,  sinew 
Iio  h»d  iu>  be  tennvd  it  outwitted  tbe  'tsmey, 
and  friglitcaeil  liiiii  iuto  niiituiij;  Awuy.  '*  W'c 
took  monstixMis  good  care  of  it,  as  yoa  see*, 
air. 

"  Wlicnu  do  you  tnnui  by  we?"  enquired 
Odaval  iniitaticntly,  drawing  bsick  kia  extended 
arm,  witb  n  flualiii^  of  slwme  and  anger. 

"  Min  iMbd  and  I,  m;  till  'tarney 
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huiy  got' riic  tiirncd  ii«*y.  Why  there  waa 
not  a  (l»y,  if  it  tint  not  min  cats,  <log;9,  and 
slug*,  nrtcr  you  fintt  went  to  furriii  parte,  u» 
she  dill  not  ooni«  t«  look  at  and  water  it." 

"  Did  any  one  ebc  come  here?"  enquired 
llctiival  will)  )i»tiiiiK'd  indili«rcnce. 

"  "So,  »ir,  ncvi-r ;  kxccjiI  the  gardenere  and 
^fr.  and  Mre.  Fleming  onc<.-,  aoon  aOer  they 
were  inaniod  ;  nnd  then  tbe  tndy  looked 
crying  ami  faint  like;  but  Mr.  Fleming  did 
not  »cciii  to  mind  it  At  all." 

"  He  never  loved  lier,"  thought  Dolaval,  M 
tEie  re  mut  libra  nee  of  bis  own  jealous  passion 
rose  to  hit)  mind;  but  be  made  no  eonimont, 
and  Tim  proceeded. 

"You  sec  there  ain't  n  weed,  Mr,  nenn 
Mm  iMbcl  used  to  cotnc  every  day  a»  ehc 
cuuld,  and  "ha  conxed  your  uuelc  to  order  that 
thi«  walk  should  be  most  Attended  to;  and 
they  do  My  that  the  very  but  morning  «he  vnn 
here  she  came  down  to  look  at  it  afoio  she 
wcnir  sobbing  oU  along  m  if  her  Itesirt  would 
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brenk,  wtulst  hor  aunt  aiu]  thu  others   vtat 
nelcvp  in  tticir  beds.     Four  Mim  IsaUell  my 
^00(1  old  iiuiatcr  luvcxl  licr,  nuil   eo  ditl  nil  the 
uld  8crv-ai)t«,   for  thu  wns  no  evreet  biiU   kind 
Hpokon  to  every  body ;  niid  mnny  ia  tlie  tiuiu 
:<lio  kiu  tiinde  ine  toll  ovur  nnd  over  agnin  how 
ymi  iin<i  Mr.  Gifibrd  enved  we  from  'umry 
SuiDsbury,  and  how  kind  you  wau  lo  my  poor 
motlicr;  iind  tfiv  team  would  be  in  her  eyes  nil 
th«  white.     She  begged  very  bant  for  me  not 
to  be  tuni«d  nwny ;  but  Mn.  Alorton  hod  good 
reaeons  for  doing  whatever  'tamey  Saia»bury 
axed  her.     Well.  God  b]eas  her  poor  young 
lady  I     It  ii^  a  pity  she  aiu't  eome  of  n  bettor 
kind !  and  that  every  bo.ly  says." 

"  At  cvDi-y  turn,  from  every  tongue  I  heni 
fif  that  girl','  attention  to  my  wtshes,"  thought 
>lovton  IX-Iaval,  ae  be  turned  away  abruptly, 
with  a  fccUng  of  irritation  against  Isabel,  for 
this  oontniBt  between  her  and  Clara.  The 
next  in«iant  he  wn«  ashatned  of  his  tnjustic«;i 
but  had  GiRbrd  known  of  the  luomcntory  feci- 
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lag  he  wouM  have  been  more  anxious  than 
ever  to  fee  liis  frieod  united  to  Lwly  Calton,  or 
Mi»t  Hftniucr. 

Dclnml  wn«  cori-cct  i«  his  eiipposition  tliat 
he  gliould  bti  treated  m  tfmnil,  tltat  all  the 
pLitc  would  be  diKplayod  on  the  nidoboard, 
and  nil  the  old  houaekcepcr's  skill  diH])lnycd  on 
the  dinner,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  liveried 
aervttnts  in  attendance.  Nor  was  this  all. 
To  liiive  II  Biilendid  repast  set  before  him  wan 
nothing  utdcss  he  partook  of  it ;  and  llie  butler, 
at  the  particular  dosjre  of  hi»  wife,  ])ointcd  out 
the  excellence  of  so  many  distu^  mliicli  he  had 
liked  in  former  days,  pressing  Iiim  eo  comeetly 
to  taste  of  each,  that  poor  Dcla\-al  in  eiiitc  of 
his  annoyance  at  beiug  tliu»  treated  en  prince, 
when  his  thoughts  were  on  other  tliingi!,  wa» 
at  length  fairly  cheated  out  of  his  melancholy 
by  this  making  the  boy  the  fntlicr  of  the  man, 
and  cramming  him  with  sweets  as  in  his  days 
of  jackets  and  loose  shirt  collare  \  and  yielding 
to   the   mirth   which   he   found   it   impossible 
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lunger  to  rcprcM,  ho  gave  way  to  a  bcurt^ 
laugh,  iMdding  tlic  butler  Ult  good  Mn.  Wil- 
kiitH,  (hat  if  elw  rccumtnoudnl  aay  more  of  her 
<lUhca,  and  eought  to  »]>uU  him  an  in  his 
younger  da^ a,  ho  would  at  unco  {H-oceed  to  the 
hoUiickeepor'a  room  and  exam  lier  with  all 
which  t\ie  hiid  recommended  to  blm.** 

Tlic  Hplciidid  dinttcr  oouclu<led,  and  the  m 
«plci)<1id  dessert  dinmaeod,  DcIavhI  found  liini- 
■clf  on  imtcring  the  saloon  iQ  a  blaze  of  light, 
which  lux-onletl  well  with  the  previous  dinucr. 

How  ditferuiit  \va»  nl)  thin  from  tlie  iiinall 
[loky  room,  nnd  M^iinty  ftttondnnce  of  the  fir«t 
part  of  his  sojourn  in  Loudon  '.  how  difiorvnt 
even  from  his  later  siMtrtiucntii,  where  though 
all  waa  Bcnipulouslj  clean  and  well  arranged 
the  dimensions  were  email,  and  tlie  eu|M;rcUioiu 
tigVT  hia  only  pergonal  domestic  I 

The  coutniAt  wait  striking ;  and  as  ba  sask 
iuto  a  iiixunow  fautcuil,  hiii  eye  wandered 
round  the  aimrliocnt  with  a  mingled  feeling  of 
pain   nnd    plni»ure;    but  after  a  time  he    no 
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longer  kuciv  vrhi-thc-r  he  Mit  m  Itglit  ordarkuenA 
—ill  «  :<[>1cnclid  Moloon  or  poky  parlour.  The 
rwniw  or  Uic  ileiwi  ro»e  up  before  hjm — Uic  eytu 
ur  biti  Diitid  were  turned  inwnrd;  and  tlie 
bitter  jMWt  with  its  hoix-:'  aiid  tta  fears — Us  joja 
iind  it«  piiint*,  vim  iictiitg  over  ugftiii,  tuid  each 
itioitieut  iiirri'iu«iiig  hit)  resell tincnt  ngainet 
Cliira  Ijiittr<-11,  nnd  l)ioc»e  who  had  ruled  her 
feebluiiesa  to  work  their  will. 

lie  noted  not  wlurc  he  was — lie  noted  not  a 
bustle  and  slight  contention  in  the  ball — he 
did  nut  even  raise  his  eyes  when  the  door  of 
thv  snloon  was  opened  with  a  hurried,  timid 
hmid,  M  though  iiome  one  had  »ought  to  bar 
nn  cntmutfu,  or  interpose  a  fonnni  announce- 
ment :  and  it  was  only  a  deep-drawn  sigh,  and 
the  i-u-ttle  of  female  garment')  which  made  him 
conscious  tliut  it  was  not  the  butler  who  bad 
entered  ttn  he  had  before  euppoeed.  For  some 
moments  hia  gaze  was  fixed  on  tlie  intruders 
—two  ffiroales  veiled  and   cloaked— or  rather 
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oo  the  ibremoert  one,  wlio  stood  alxnit  half  n 
»t«p  in  advance  of  the  otlicr ;  thcD  ruing  with 
s  etntely  air,  and  with  a  cfacclc  who«e  *lcwllj' 
paleneas  looked  almoitt  ;Hf>^y  in  ihat  blaze  nf 
light,  he  requested  tu  kuow  the  name  of  hi* 
>'ieit(>r^,  and  the  parpOM  for  which  they  had  »u 
honored  him. 

Ko  a»»wer  was  returned  tu  hi?  (|iK-!*tiuu; 
and  af^cr  a  paiiM;  of  »ome  momenta  it  was 
n;j)«ited  with  a  stately  oourtesy  which  wm 
more  iwinfitl  and  more  OTCrwhelniing  to  her 
who  hnd  injured  him  lluin  would  huvc  been 
the  wildest  hurst  of  pu^ina. 

"  Have  tinte  and  grief  so  wrought  iijion  my 
fwture*  tlmt  you  Have  foi^tteo  her  who 
wronged  you  ?  Or  will  you  not  know  me  ?" 
replied  the  Ibremost  lady  in  falteriug  tvnee, 
piitiiug  aside  her  veil  with  a  trembling  hand  as 
!i]h:  »|ioke,  aim]  showing  a  face  as  pale  ne  his 
Mwn. 

"  I  should  have  said  that  there  waa  no  one 
Mt  lovely  save  Mrs.  Flcmiug,  could  I  have 
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bclittvod  it  po«sil>Ie  that  ahe  would  houor  me 
witli  liur  pre^onoo." 

''  Luuk  not  80  proudly —0i>eak  not  so  sternly 
I  tintrcat,"  Nud  tbu  trtuubliug  Clunt,  ithiinkiiig 
back  witli  sluuiie. 

"  How  otlicrwisc,  uiadiuu,  eJiuuld  I  nddnaw 
Mn.  FlcmiDg?  Not  thus  was  I  wont  to 
Bpeak  to  Climi  LuttrelL" 
,,  i'  I  know  it — I  know  it.  Then  you  were 
ever  gentli>,  g«neruus.  Uli!  be  so  RtiU.  I 
deserve  all  your  unger ;  and  yet  I  pray  you  to 
pity  liiui." 

"  Wliom  would  you  liave  me  pity?" 

"  Ilim— Gillwrt— my  huabwid." 

"  I'ity  liiiii !  your  liuxbiuid  I  had  1  been 
your  husband,  Ivt  wliiit  would  hare  betided,  I 
had  euunted  tayeclf  an  objeot  of  euvy,  not 
pity." 

There  was  a  brief  silence  broken  only  by 
the  sobs  of  tlie  females :  and  tlteo  Clu»  spoke 
again,  humbly  but  enrncsUy. 


,,,"  Kliimc  me — uplirnid  me.    I  merit  all  yuu'' 
cwi  t»y  :  but  oh !  sitow  mercy  to  him." 

"  Mi-rey,   mailiuii!      He   t«  your   hiieliaa^i 
Will  iKii  llutt  Hiiflicc  liira?     Or  have  yuu 
liilhur  to  boMt  uf  your  falsehood — to  mtike  a 
iiiodc  of  your  broken  faith  ?" 

"  No;  no;  but  his  life  la  cltwjwired  of— hia 
fortune  gone.  If  you  preas  for  urcan,  be 
tnuit  die  ill  ft  gAol." 

"  !>()«<  lie  merit  nughi  bviter  from  uc  T 
(juestioDetl  DelnMil  paaaionately,  fixing  liis 
t1a.aluitg  eyes  ou  ihv  shrinking  «peakvr.  "  l)i(J 
I  not  love?  \Vni>  1  not  loved  again?  Yet> 
did  not  tbi»  traitor,  thi«  «uiooth-«]>oken  villain 
sl«p  ID  with  hia  arta  and  rob  me  of  bride  and 
uf  fortune,  nay,  make  me  an  outcast — an  exile? 
Wbere  is  your  pride  that  you  sue  to  mc? 
I  would  have  died  of  hunger  and  shame  er«  I 
had  thus  sitetl  to  you  ;  and  yet  I  wronj^d 
you  not.", 

*'  I  would  die  inytclf  without  n  word  ;  bul^^ 
cannot  l>ear  to  behold  liim  die." 
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"  TTicii  you  love  hira  still,  branJed  with 
shame  an  he  b  ?"  he  ezclwmed  with  vehemence, 
peering  eagerly  with  wild  and  flashing  eyes 
into  hers, 

"  Oh  !  yes,  yes,"  cried  the  aobbing^  Clara, 
clasping  her  hands,  then  marking  tlie  effect 
produced  by  her  words,  she  added  in  a  low 
asid  humble  tone,  as  if  in  ajiolugy  for  her 
aflection — "  he  is  my  husband  —  the  father 
of  my  child." 

"  Another  should  have  been  yuur  husband  ; 
another  should  have  been  the  father  of  your 
child." 

Clara  sank  back  in  silence,  and  Delaval 
proceeded  still  more  passionately,  for  the  whole 
day  had  been  a  aucccasion  of  strong  emotions, 
and  there  was  no  calm  in  his  soul. 

"  Have  you  foi^tten  the  vows  that  you 
plighted  to  me,  and  how  you  prayed  heaven 
to  bless  or  to  ban  as  those  vows  should  be 
keptr 
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"  Oh !  q»re  me,  spare  iiie  !'  pmyed    the 
shuddering  Clara. 

"  Did  you  »[)kk  inc?  Did  yon  iiut  rend  the 
heart  llmt  woutd  have  shed  its  Uut  drop  of 
blood  to  save  you  a  pain?  Did  you  not  join 
with  my  Tocb  to  dicat  roe  of  my  inheritance?" 

**  You  can  oay  no  ill  of  inc  tlut  I  do  not 
dcserro,"  answered  f'liir«  humbly.  "  1  will 
l>c»r  nil  your  reproaches  for  I  merit  ftir  worse. 
The  doom  that  I  prayed  might  befall  mv  il<j 
ialse,  is  fulfilling — the  hand  of  tlw  Lord  is 
upon  m«.  My  baby  is  wearing  away  ;  and, 
the  liJu  of  my  huabaod  hangs  mi  u  thread — it 
m«y  be  on  your  decision," 

"  On  my  decision  I  IX>  you  ootih:  to  me  of 
your  own  free  thought,  or  at  ht«  bidding  7* 

"  At  the   urgent   entreaty   of   himself  and 
hie  mother,"  wiawered  CUro,  looking  down  t<i 
avoid  the  searching  gaze  that  vroM  Wnl  upon 
her. 
,    "  Not  of  youp  own    free  will,    then :    I 
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thought  as  much.  Tell  those  who  sent  you 
that  as  they  laid  the  train,  so  must  they  abide 
the  esploaioD.  It  ia  but  juet  aud  fair  that 
robbers  and  cheats  should  refund  their  spoils ; 
let  them  be  thankful  if  no  greater  evil  fall 
upon  thenL" 

"  Hear  m^  I  entreat  you,"  pleaded  the 
weeping  CUitt,  as  Delaval  turned  away. 

"  No,  madam,  I  will  hear  no  more  lest  I 
should  be  tempted  to  utter  bitter  thingit  to  her, 
who,  if  she  did  not  devise  my  misery,  yet 
afterwards  joined  with  the  plotters  who  did. 
My  man  of  business  has  orders  not  to  push 
my  clums  beyond  justice — let  that  content 
you." 

"  Alas  I  Alas  I  There  are  cases  where  justice 
if  pushed  to  its  utmost  would  be  cruelty." 

"  Cruelty,  madam  I  Can  Mrs.  Fleming  use 
such  a  word  when  I  claim  but  the  rights  of 
which  her  husband  robbed  me?  Are  no 
amends  due  for  two  years  of  exile  and  misery, 
and   nearly   as   long   of   struggling    poverty? 
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Ciuolty.  Clain  !  jrou  to  use  such  a  word  within' 
theee  walls  I  J\t  yon  twt  ftar  tliat  tli«  wonl 
vill  be  ccltoetl  back  to  your  liout  with  the 
truin{Mil  vuicc  of  <x>n«C)«iu;c  ?"  vzdtiitucd  Mor- 
ton Dvlnvol  with  gronin;;  |:ttMii>a.  "  Do  you 
nut  (cut  that  Hiv  dcai  will  coiafi  out  of  tlioir 
arsvM  to  upbraid  you  ?  Your  i»othcr'«  frii-rul 
who  received  you  as  a  child — bcr  husbAnd  who 
took  you  to  hie  heart  as  a  daughter — wlH're 
arc  these  kind  ones  oow?  and  Iww  did  yuu 
rajwy  their  lyve  ?  Tlw;  odc  died  ere  aha 
gUGaxd  your  ItoUownees,  but  the  ether  pined 
away  in  aeglect  and  fear  before  your  eyea,  and 
you  soothed  tiot  itU  pain,  or  hiii  terrors  by  ono' 
gentle  word,  but  joined  with  his  tyninta  in 
robbing  ius  heir.  And  yet  you  would  plead  to 
we  for  pity — for  pity  towanU  thooe  who  had 
no  pity  on  him,  that  ever  kind,  though  ohildi^li 
old  iiiAiL  And  to  adk  it  now — ikow  ou  thin  firal 
day  of  itiy  returu,  when  1  Imve  itt«>otl  in  ilio 
rhiunher  wliere  he  died,  and  looked  on  the 
tomb  wherein  he  ia  bud.     To  pity  kJ«op|>reMun 
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trere  a  fresh  outrage  cm  the  detu).  Yotir 
husband  has  revelled  and  rioted  in  the  wealth 
wrung  by  faUehoood  from  feeble  age,  it  ia  but 
just  that  he  refund  what  he  knew  was  not  his. 
What  saw  I?  What  heaid  I  to^ay?  The 
woods  of  my  forefathers  marked  for  the  ase  — 
niy  t«uauts  oppressed — my  rents  forestalled. 
The  mother  and  son  must  disgorge  the  wealth 
they  purloined.  It  were  weakness  amonnting 
to  wickedness  to  let  them  retain  it.  To  plead 
for  them  is  but  to  share  their  guilt" 

Shocked,  overwhelmed  by  this  passionate 
buret,  the  truth  of  which  could  not  be  gainsaid, 
the  sobbing  Clara  shrank  back  in  silence, 
whilst  Delaval  paced  the  room  in  strong 
emotion. 

"  It  ia  vain — I  can  plead  no  more — I  deserve 
it  all,"  whispered  Clara  in  broken  words,  in 
answer  to  an  appeal  from  her  companion,  who 
had  stepped  forward  to  soothe  her. 

"  Then  I  must  plead  for  you,"  replied  her 
friend. 

H  $ 
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''**  Can  you  look  on  n  woman^i  ^el'  im- 
moved?  Cnn  j^oii  haar  Itti-  atA»,  nnd  yt;l  )te 
Wtetn !"  ititked  Itmbel  Maj-,  advancing  mtn  The 
light,  Hnd  throwing  hack  the  veil  which  lind 
before  i>hi-uudcd  hi'v  fvAture«. 

Ik-Iitvnl  Htnyin^  hi»  hurried  [MCing  nt  h«r 
wurdsi  tuniL*d  rouiii]  ftn<)  gaxcd  on  lh«  c^iki-r 
witli  iningli'd  8ur)iriM  nnd  ndniimtion.  H<-r 
chevk  was  as  pale  tw  liis  own,  and  tlti;  tnic<>#  of 
t«arK  were  \H«iblc;  but  h«r  eycwiw  Iirighl  with 
the  earnextnesri  of  pur|MM*e,  and  whibti  the 
figure  wan  full  nf  gi-ntJe  and  wonmnly  groce, 
every  fealtire  l>cU)kened  U>c  eDergy  of  mind 
that  lit  tbciti  from  within. 

"  Imbcl  !  I  should  have  given  you  a 
welcome  before ;  but  my  mind  waa  on  other 
ihingB."  Baid  Morton  Delava)  extending  hia 
hand. 

'A  soft  blueh  spread  over  the  pallid  check  lut 
the  enthusiastic  girl  marked  the  sudden  clutnge 
in  his  tone;  andthehxud  that  niet  his  tremble*! 
ta  he  toodiod  it;   but  she  nuid«  no  re|>ly,  and 
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he  continued  in  the  same  touching  voice,  whilst 
Isabel  stood  with  downcast  eyes  before  him. 
"  Yoa  have  a  right  to  a  kindly  welcome  here 
come  when  you  will — with  whom  you  will; 
for  you  were  geotle  when  others  were  harsh — 
you  soothed  the  pangs  which  others  caused, 
etaading  alone  in  goodness  and  truth.  Yet  I 
would  you  had  oome  by  yourself,  or  with  a 
stranger,  that  I  might  have  given  you  a  sUll 
more  cordial  greeting." 

"  I  had  not  thought  of  coming,  save  at  my 
cousin's  request,  and  as  her  companion;  nor 
had  I  ventured  to  address  you  save  to  join  my 
fflitreaties  to  hers." 

"  Do  not  BO,  Isabel,  lest  I  learn  to  hate  you 
toa" 

**  Do  not  do  that,"  swd  Isabel  timidly,  yet 
earnestly. 

"  Then  p|ead  not  for  your  kindred.  You 
know  my  wrongs,  and  should  respect  my 
feelings." 

*'  I  know  your   wrongs — Uiey    have    been 
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gnat.  We  do  not  ask  for  pitj^  of  your  jiui!m 
— we  do  but  pray  for  mcniy  of  youir  goiHlnw*. 
Turn  not  away — steel  not  your  he«rt  nf:ain«l 
ll>ei*€  prayerB,"  she  added  still  uiore  earm-stly, 
laying  li«T  trembling  hand  upon  his  ann. 
"  We  plead  lor  the  ^ufiering — it  nmy  l»e  the 
(lying.  If  you  let  justice  take  its  course,  my 
iwu^n  dioe  widiin  a  gaol.  Oh !  give  him  tiine 
lor  pcuiteuce  at  least.'' 

"  Lucas  lias  orders  to  prc-ee  nothing  unhantl- 
somely ;  and  this  gaol  is  but  a  hugbrar  to 
frighten  you  and  «oAun  inv.  \\'hcru  ore  tho 
thouiaudd  of  which  lie  iukI  hit  motlier  have 
robl)e<l  uiG  t*  He  muat  have  wealth  at  com- 
mand." 

"  Gone;  all  gone; — not  a  ahilling  lef^." 
"  How  gone?  I  am  not  lo  be  fijoleil." 
"  Gone  t*>  pay  former  debta — lost  ai  ihe 
gambling  table.     Hicrc  wait  not  money  lo  jwy 
for  our  coming  hither,  without  the  jmwniiig 
of  K>mc  jcweU." 
:  -^^  And    this    iif    tlio    man    for    whom    she 
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broke  all  her  vowi  to  me,"  exclaimed  Delavkl 
lutterly. 

"  She  hw  been  Borely  punished  for  aa  duingi" 
uuwered  leabel  plea^ngly.  "  Add  nut  to  her 
p«^— thejr  are  heavy  enough  already  ;— 
forego  your  claim." 

"  He  ia  her  husband — and  ehe  loves  him :—  ' 
that  is  enough  for   mortal  man.     I   ask  but 
justice — you  have  no  right  to  hope  I  should 
take  Icsd.    Base  was  the  mind  that  sent  her 
hither  to  implore  my  pity." 

"  One  moment  stay,"  sud  Isabel  detaining 
him  with  the  light  touch  of  her  trembling 
fingersi  as  he  would  have  turned  away  in 
imger,  though  ehc  too  ehrank  at  a  Btemnees 
which  she  had  never  before  beheld,  "  think  of 
the  kind  old  man  who  is  gone — he  would  not 
thud  have  withstood  her  tears.  He  died  with 
a  blessing  on  his  lips:  oh!  let  not  yours  speak 
harsher  words.  He  who  has  wronged  you  is 
flying,  and  you  will  give  justice,  you  say. 
Ah '.   where  is  the   dying   man  so  unsioning. 
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«rto  «oaM  Mi  deapair  if  this  were  tfae  waantr 
Gnd  garr  to  fats  pniTcn.  Have  yoa  du  need 
from  your  Makvr  of  xhat  metcj  •rlucfa  vra 
fnf  fat  m  fdlow  tnaa  ?  \V  b«n  our  Lon)  bade 
te  okee  one  fint  can  ■  Mooc,  lieut-«triokea 
«Mh  vgry  acnacr  d^pulctL" 

**  Mine  ban  been  do  tiifltng  wrongs,  uur 
doM  to  mTvotf  mlone,"  observed  Monoa 
Dclaral,  toraii^  awwr  from  her  bescediing 
pat,  and  speaking  haslcily. 

•■  The  greater  tl»«  wrong,  the  riclier  the 
lileMiag  of  the  Lord  on  him  who  forgivee  it,*' 
»id  laibel  camisAlr.  hvr  paic  face  lighting  up 
with  entbtmaam  a«  «bc  proceeded.  He  prajeth 
best  who  lovcth  bL-et" 

*'  You  have  coDqucn-d,  loabeL  What 
would  yoQ  have  me  do  ?"  said  I>e)aTal,  tlmhiitg 
away  the  tears  that  had  Hprung  to  his  eye* 
at  ber  worde.  and  no  longer  e^uoning  her 
gue. 

"  Do  what  your  own  kind,  noble  heart  GfaaH 
iHetatc.     Now   1  know  you  again,'*  aoswered 


THE    EXPECTANT.  169 

the  warm  hearted  girl,  tears  falling  from  her 
beaming  eyes  like  showers  from  a  eun-lit  cloud. 
'*  Poor  Clara  r  Will  you  not  soothe  her  with 
wMue  gentle  words?"  she  continued,  drawing 
him  towards  her. 

"  Clara,"  said  Delaval  approaching  the  still 
weeping  suppliant. 

Clara  looked  up  for  an  inst<uit,  and  her 
whole  ftame  shook  as  she  met  the  pitying  gaze, 
and  heard  the  deep  toned  voice  of  her  former 
lover.  She  would  have  spoken ;  but  the  power 
of  utterance  was  denied  her.  Delaval  pitied 
her  emotion,  and  supported  her  to  a  chair, 
then  kneeling  before  her  took  her  hand  in 
his. 

"  Fear  me  not,  Clara ;  fear  no  further 
hardhnesB,  the  demon  is  subdued  within  me, 
and  the  heart  you  wrung  can  again  feel  for 
and  assuage  your  pain.  I  forego  all  my 
claims ;  only  let  him  not  cross  my  path,  lest 
the  evil  one  stir  me  again  to  revenge.  Is  there 
aught  else  I  can  do  to  please  you  7" 
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f'll^yrg^vc  mc!  fot]glvc  n»!  only  say.i.-oa,|l 
forgirc  vni,"  faltered  the  vfceping  Clara,  is /j 
wuixls  eo  broken  und  emotbcred   by  her  aulw 
that  thvy  could  ecarcvly  be  dietingiiishttl. 

"  I  do.  Clam ;  I  do  furgivc  you  wiUi  idi  my 
bciiit.     Heaven  blew  you,  and  your  diild  T' 

"  Bless  you  Dclnvnl  a,  tbousaod  aad  »  ibuu- 
saad  fold  for  tbis  gcncruita  forgivooess.  tliui^Ii 
it  doc«  but  Quikc  uiy  crime  of  a  dec|*ur  dye. 
May  you  louct  with  od«  more  wortliy — I  ni-^er 
dcficrvcd  your  lova" 

The  KuSbcattng  «obe  of  the  tpunkcr  8U>])|>ed 
her  utterance;  aud  the  tetm  of  the  vrrunged, 
and  the  wrongur  miitglcd  together. 

-*  Now  that  my  emmd  is  done  let  me  go. 
I  feel  doubly  guilty  here — I  cannot  endure 
thciic  itootbiug  toDCS,"  exclaimed  CUnt  njd- 
dcnly.  "  Had  you  reviled,  ujibraided,  God 
might  have  iwrdoacd  me  ;  but  now  there  i»  no 
[icacc  on  earth  for  the  heart  that  was  faUi-  to 
you.    Let  nic  go — this  is  no  pbiec  for  me." 

Detaval  made  no  attempt  to  detain  her;  but 
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hh  Knn  tupporlitl  her  trcmbltiig  Irnnic  and  hU 
kiml  words  soothed  her  wounded  spirit  aa  she 
(.■ro0«cd  the  hull  to  the  earring,  which  wae  in 
waitin>;. 

"  One  ini>tnnl,  lanbd,"  said  Morton  w  ha  rc- 
eatered  the  aaluou,  where  be  hnd  whUpcrcd  a 
reqnest  as  he  passed  with  Clara  that  tiie  wt^ukl 
await  hia  return.  "  Be  kind  to  her — vciy 
kind  It  ia  a  gentle  nnd  nibnuBaive  spirit, 
wrought  on  to  do  eril  by  evil  eoimsol.  Had 
she  ever  loved  n>e  truly  tins  had  not  Ijecn. 
Cliiiin  my  aid,  »houId  "lie  need  it  for  hereelf — 
or  her  chilil — or  fur  him.  For  her  sake  and 
yaun  I  jiardon  all ;  but  bid  him  beware  how 
we  meet.  For  you,  Isabel,  ask  what  you  wiU> 
and  when  you  will.  I  owe  yoa  more  than  my 
wliole  wealth  can  repay.  You  tended  the 
childish  old  man— you  softened  the  wrathful 
nephew.  But  for  you,  I  had  rtill  been  hitter, 
or  stem ;  you  tiuTicd  ray  heart  from  revenge  to 
mercy.  A«  the  old  man  blessed  you — *o  duth 
the  young  one." 
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Im)w1  spoke  uol,  ifk\v  by  one  look  which 
long  remembered;  tiut  the  vreepii^  girl  cluog^ 
to  Ilia  itiTO  a»  he  led  her  tu  lite  aurisge,  as  a 
woman  clings  to  the  anii  of  him  oti  wlwin  slie 
luLs  perfect  trust ;  and  tlic  prceeure  of  hia 
hand,  and  h»  fcncnt  '  Uod  blcM  yoa  f  84  be 
handed  her  inbi  the  carriage  was  never  for- 
gotten. The  roll  of  the  wheels  luul  iKarly 
died  away,  before  he  returned  to  the  alooa. 

It  uae  late  ore  DeUval  retired  to  net,  imd : 
Adame  who,  from  k>ng  habit,  waa  a  keen  of>- 
JNir,  conid  see  on  the  morrow  that  the  owner  of 
Morton  Park  had  slept  )>ttt  little  on  this  the 
fir#t  night  of  htM  relunt  to  tlic  home  of  bis 
diildliood. 
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"  Well,  Delaval,  tired  of  indolence  and  the 
clodhoppera  yet?"  enquired  Gifibrd,  ae  he 
etroUed  on  the  terrace  with  hia  Iriend  on  the 
morning  after  hia  sirival  at  Morton  Park. 

"  I  have  not  had  time  to  be  indolent.  And 
who  wearies  of  clodhoppers,  who  proclaim  your 
superiority  in  all  things  ?"  answered  Delaval 
laughing.  ^ 

*'  I  forgot ;  you  have  been  only  three  weeks 
in  the  country  us  yet;  and  are  still  proclaimed 
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the  fiMMBr  td  evcTT  nrtne.  Bui  the  wIuU- 
tifla  would  be  fitUc  lea»  in  Loojon,  m  nippoee 
yoa  go  hack  vitfc  Sbmo  moA  njrsrif  aAcr  our 
brief  holTikTSL'' 

"  ^a;  il "»  D0t  tbe  leaaoa,  um)  my  f>>rtuoc 
eatitlca  me  to  give  ny^eU'  Him,  ktkI  mnkr  Dijf 
Klf  taroe.* 

"  Poob :  Debnl,  yoa  ircrc  never  «  coxcunib, 
ihongh  TCitgiag  OD  it  aoet ;  mA  j-onr  fortuoe 
bmmI  be  tDDch  jinuaiehed  if  yoa  have  remitted 
ibc  urews,  aa  I  aodeniaiML     Is  it  re«I)y  m  T" 

"Itifc- 

"  Hive  you  remitted  the  wh<^  of  them?" 

"  Yea.- 

"  Vet  they  amounted  to  many  thousands  I 
believe.* 

DeUvai  was  altering  the  poeition  of  a  »hrub, 
and  nutde  no  reply* 

"  And  you  granted  this  boon  to  tlie  u>ar«  of 
ilr*,  Fleming,  did  yoa  not  T 

"  To  tlie  tears  and   rcmonetrancw  of  her 
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"  Ah  I  that  meddling  LnbeL  Fleming  is 
dying — is  he  not?" 

"  His  medical  men  coosider  him  in  danger,  I 
believe." 

"  He  must  have  money  enough  wherewith 
to  fee  tlieee  said  medical  men  into  giving  any 
opinion,  out  of  hie  plunder  from  the  eatate." 

"  According  to  report,  by  far  the  greater 
part  has  been  expended  at  the  gaming  table ; 
and  he  may  boou  be  in  wnnt." 

"  Do  you  believe  this,  Delaval  ?" 

"  I  lienrd  it  from  too  good  authority  to 
doubt  it." 

"  From  liis  wife,  I  conclude." 

"  From  her,  and  hie  cousin." 

"  And  you  give  credit  to  thetr  asaertiooB, 
Delaval  ?" 

"  Undoubtedly,  its  fur  iib  their  knowledge 
cstendfi." 

"  Tliat  laBt  is  a  saving  clause.  Don't  you 
think  Mrs.  Morton  had  some  hand  in  their 
visit?" 
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"  I  feel  convioocd  tliat  tbcy  would  not  have 
come  but  at  her  suggestion." 
,  "  ^Vud  what  could  have  been  lier  motive  for 
nioh  a  eii^c^tiuo  ?" 

"  I  never  enquired,"  answered  Morton  drily ; 
uddiog  in  a  quicker  tone : — "  Don't  injure  tbat 
myrtle^  Giflbrd,  it  is  connected  with  tbe 
pMt" 

"  liaog  Hk  ]iastl"  thought  iho  over  anxious 
titffonl,  wUhdniwIng  his  lingen,  which  had 
been  unconeciuualy  bundling  the  plant  to^ 
roughly,  and  continuing  the  conrcrMttion  with- 
<iul  waking  any  comment  un  this  obecrvatioa. 
"  Mrs.  Morion  never  can  act  without  a  fcbcnie. 
Depend  upon  it  ahc  hopes  to  entrap  you  here- 
utter  for  bor  daughter-in-law,  or  tueoe.  Where  . 
are  they  now?" 

"  (ioing,  or  gone  to  France  I  presume ;  but 
you  had  better  ask  Lucas,  if  jou  desire  furtiier 
inlbrouiciout  he  k]iows  mure  uf  (heir  movements 
than  Ida" 
,i.,Ferceiving    that   hia  friend    was  aimoyvd, 
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OiSord  changed  the  subject  to  one  that  BCcmcd 
but  little  more  pleasing  tu  Dclaval. 

'*  Have  yoa  found  all  thu  ha[>i>inc«e  you  ex- 
pected in  lL<;  potwuHion  of  Morton  Park  ?" 

"  You  nrc  incurrigiblv,  (iifTord.  In  foriiior 
days,  it  wiu<  I  wliu  n^itcvd  im|icninL>nl  <iuc#- 
ttom;  but  now  you  are  no  better  tliou  on  em- 
bodied note  of  interrogation.  Yuu  muut  be 
answered,  or  there  will  lie  no  [icnce.  To  look 
lor  the  thouglitle^  unclouded  joy  of  boyhood, 
ereo  in  the  puMVi^siou  of  that  which  I  muM 
deeired,  would  hnvc  0hun-n  the  folly  of  the 
child,  not  the  wiMlom  of  the  man :  wc  must 
I»ay  a  price  for  knowledge  aa  for  other  things. 
There  wei-e  many  ead  recollectiona  to  mingle 
with  joyous  aiitieipationx :  and  the  snge,  if  he 
would  not  degenerate  into  llie  grumbler,  must 
learn  to  balamx-  the  good  and  the  evil  of  every 
station  fairly.  If  there  it  more  talent  in  town, 
there  it  hs>»  longing  for  ila  display  in  the 
country ;  and  if  I  sometime*  regret  the  society 
of  the  clever  to  which  I  have  of  Utc  been 
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aomiatoineO  in   Lond<^in,  mj  goctd   nciglilxninf 

of  ■ diirc  are  eo  very  friendly  Uiat  I  wi?ro 

n  cliiirl  tv  ht>  UivcoDlGiitctL" 

i**  You  are  dijcciviiig  yoorwlt',  Dclaval.     It 
ii  iiii|Hi«nib]u  itwt  your  vigomtu!  tnu-llect,  vxn  ' 
i-rci»cO   u  it  hiif  been  of  late  on  tlic  higheaCv 
»ihI    umrt   cuiKil)Uiig    subjects,    can    li«   onn- 
Ivuti-d  tu  dwell  where  it  has  noD«  to  oontjire- 
hend  it.   or  submit  to  the  naiT»>w  boutxls  iif- 
4-nuuty    iMTtieii,   and  cuunty    intvmtli^      Vnti 
weiv    t'Diined    for  Mjuulhing  above  n  dictator -> 
III  veciry  lueetings,  or  cbainnan  at  agricultuml 
H.-^Hictntion^'' 

"  I  h*v«  no  ambition  to  fill  eiUter  ititiiation. 
Oiffiinli  but  ao  a  large  laiule*)  |m>))net<>r  I  nrnj 
inorMso  tlie  bodily  comforto,  aud  uiontal  cuUi?' 
vntioit  of  leuants  bihI  labourers;  and  to  my 
mind  that  is  a  more  cliristian  duty  tban  bluing 
»»  »  «uiM«t  for  A  aenaia  in  tbo  Loitdoo  hemin- 
|4wn!.  ne  you  bint  I  might  do  if  I  pleaded ;  aix 
yo«  unut  admit  the  eomo  in  your  own  heart, 
ujdy  for  »vine  bugl>cnr   which   hn«   IViglileued 
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yuu,  uid  with  which  yutt  wooUl  fnia  tHghUn 
mc  ouc  of  thv  country.  You  counacllcd  nM 
iritely  iii  ronn«r  lUys." 

"  And  would  do  ho  now,"  imswrrcd 
Gifibrd  <(uickly.  "  I  cautnot  l)C«r  the  idea  of 
your  burying  your  tnlcnt^  here,  wlierv  tlicre  is 
no  ono  to  iipprcctube  ihcin  ;  for  your  county  le 
not  considered  the  inoflt  iitt«lleotval  in  the 
whole  realm." 

f  "I  admit  that  readily.  But  who  eatd  I  wu 
going  to  bury  myself  here,  or  elsewhere? 
Depend  on  seeing  me  much  in  town,  as  soon  lu 
I  have  made  all  needful  arrangements  here ; 
nod  for  tli«  matter  of  mintl  lo  com])rehen<l 
mc,  I  can  invite  all  tin:  taleu  to  Morton 
Park,  or  toko  unto  myeclf  a  hcl)  .iiat«.  But 
this  last  must  be  of  my  own  selecting,  Gifiord : 
mind  you  that" 

'     "  Will  your  kind  country  neighbours  leave 
you  M    freedom    of   choice  ?      Has    not    Sir 
Thomas  been  trying  to  force  the  fair  Felicia 
on  you  agnin  y 
vot.  ni.  t 
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'*  Tlmt    luw   he    ukorc   than   on«c,   gluMilj'' 
over  his  wager  atKfUt  ray  being  in  gaol  within 
tiic  year,  in  a  style  woHby  uf  a  lowii-tired 
advoonte." 

"  And  yoii  will  let  yuut^lf  |tc  con-ni'*)  hy 
thii>  man  and  hi»  lUugliivr?" 

"  Tliis  innn  and  lii<<  dmiglilor  iinitcrfMnd  ttint 
Morton  D«taviil  in  nul  to  !>•>  i-oxwicd."* 

"  But  others  will  doiibtleee  )>lay  the  Mime 
ffnatb," 

'*  DoubtloM  tiien^  are  ^iiiM<-r8  in  tin; 
country  as  well  as  in  town,  thutigh  it  inay  he 
iteithcr  bo  numerous,  nor  so  skilfuL  Fie  upon 
you,  GifFord ;  you  arc  not  hottest — you  nrc 
iii^lcing  your  re«]  fcare  under  pretended 
alanne^  I  will  go  to  your  wife  and  hid  her 
bring  up  my  godson  in  better  principles :  Imt 
hciv  coraee  I^nl  Erriiigcourt,  so  T  must  defer 
my  warning  tit!  nnotlier  time." 

"  Yon  look  iufBe<l,  Ernest,"  #aid  his  wife 
affectionately,  meeting  Gilford  a.!  I»e  vns  fiil- 
lowing  his  friend  to  welcome  l*or<l  Erring- 
eourt. 
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*'  I  anu  Notwithstanding  his  endeavours 
to  conceal  the  truth,  I  can  see  plainly  that 
Delaval  finds  himself  lonely  at  Morton  Park, 
and  siglis  for  a  companion  to  whom  he  may 
impart  his  thoughts  and  plans.  There  are 
walks  which  he  shuns,  when  with  others ;  and 
trees  and  shrubs  which  must  not  be  touched, 
all  connected,  I  find  on  enquiry,  with  Mrs. 
Fleming,  or  her  cousin.  Should  that  woman 
become  a  widow  in  any  reasonable  time,  he 
will  forgive  all,  and  make  her  his  wife." 

"  Has  he  admitted  this  to  you?" 

'*  No :  he  avoids  the  subject,  and  is  annoyed 
when  I  nsme,  or  even  only  hint  at  it." 

"  Do  you  not  think,  dear  Ernest,  it  would 
be  wiser  never  to  give  even  a  hint.  Mr. 
Delaval  will  choose  for  himself" 

"  He  has  just  told  me  as  much.  You  are 
quite  right,  Susan ;  but  I  cannot  always 
keep  silence,  and  though  he  invariably  shows 
dist  he  understands  my  meaning,  he  never 
endeavours  to  quiet  my  fears." 
I  3 
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"  Well,  Delaval,  i»  tliU  iuiju^riMit  i-wuittj 
bunnees  ooncludctl?*^  cD(|uir«(l  GifTofd,  m  bis 
il^ud  re-eiit«red  the  dmwiDg-roou  lute  in  Uk 
mening,  atier  h»\itig  bcva  cngnged  in  n  long 
private  confcrinix-  with  some  geDtlenwii  of  ilic 
neighbourhoMl.  "'  Are  you  to  b«  cliurcli- 
itanlen  or  overseer?  Have  jou  settled  Uw 
weekly  ftllowance  of  ten  aind  lubaoco  tu  ll*c 
IMUpere,  and  decided  how  tnurh  u  to  be  giwn 
to  the  old  people  for  sntiflT,  and  to  the  young 
ones  for  sparrowe'  lieade  ?" 

"  None  of  your  town  impeninet>ce,  Gifford. 
You  grc«t  wheels  would  eoon  be  Mopped,  and 
tlie  machinery  eome  to  a  ataod  still,  or  a 
cnixbibiit  for  the  ogcney  of  thoec  minor  wheels 
which  you  profefte  to  despise." 

"  Ah !  DeUval,  I  eec  by  tlmt  lofty  air  tlut 
their  t<Hen»  lutre  bccD  more  magnificent.     Per- 
haps t)>cy  would  bare  you  on  the  bench." 
.   ^  ExMcUy    ao,"    answered    Morton    laugh< 

iiV- 
"  To  oominit  vagrants  and  turnip  atealen. 
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iilnte  jou  on  huMing  such  a  digniBod 

'  nfficc." 

-'"**  Xot  to  GMnmit  vagrants  and  turniiist«aleri; 
but  W  oftugh  down  a  certain  Kmetrt  Giffbnl, 
Esq.  when  attempting  his  iimiden  Kpi'v^-li." 

"  Theo  you  are  to  be  the  count}'  nienilter  at 
kst-,**  cxflaiuiod  GifTord  in  triumph.  '*  1  shall 
sea  you  where  I  huve  bo  long  wished  to  see 

fjroa:— wo  Hhull  lit  together  in  the  IIousl-  of 
C-onimon*." 

"  No,  do;  you  itek  too  many  qnearion^  for 
that.  I  flhall  keep  the  length  of  a  Iteneii  m 
least  between  us,"  said  Delavid  archly. 

,'  "  I  ara  rejoiced  M  the  news,  and  eongratulate 
ymi  most  sincerely,"  observed  Lord  Erring- 
oourt. 

"  Thank  y<iu,  my  lord,  hut  these  congratu- 
lations are  premature,  and  notwithstanding  the 
general  assertion  and  belief,   the   lady   is  the 

'  only  one  who  hn«  nut  jiimi>vd  tu  a  cooclnsioa. 

1 1  bave  claimed  twelve  huurs  to  consider  the 
proposition." 
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"  Sorely  jrou  will  not  beaUta,"  excUinicil 
Gif'rd  wnnnly.     "  Itctncaibcr  yoii  urgnl  my 

standing  fur  the  borough  of  B ,  on  the 

n|i|>i\Mchiiig  TBoiocy ;  and  id  qiilc  of  nil  my 
<>|>po«ition,  ioMitcd  on  my  accciiting  your  retatr 
in  thr  nciglibourbuutl  as  a  c[ualiii<3ition''' 

•'  Stnl«  the  matter  fairly,  Glfliotl.  You  lent 
m«  money  in  my  dinresB ;  and  1  nftad  It  hy 
rhiD  «*tnt<>,  whichf  fruni  ite  fituitttoD^  wm  of 
littk  ralue  to  me.  Theu  ywi  Imvc  your 
fortune  yet  to  make  wliiUl  I  Iiavr  airendy  lu 
iiiiii'h  an  I  •Kifh  far.  Wiser  le^olutoni  tlinti 
inyKcIf  may  )>c  fouud  in  abuixlanec:  ami  wliy 
should  my  peace  be  dbturbed  hy  tlie  dretmi«  of 
anilnliun  ?  A\niy  should  I  Uirust  injoelf  inlw 
(wrty  broilit,  and  k-ani  Iroiu  n  inun-  intimate 
HOquaintancc.  the  ]ittlcne»»  uf  lltow  whom  a) 
a  distance  1  liavo  counted  as  great  men  ?  Yon, 
Oiffonl,  arc  formed  to  struggle  with  men  ae 
they  ore,  nixl  eoitquer ;  whilst  I  shrink  hack 
disgu»t4^  aiK]  jmrnlysed  on  meeting  bABenew, 
where  I  had  looked  for  gnuidetir.     \\'il!i  my 
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more  vivid  imagination,  anti  not  very  well 
regulated  temperament,  it  may  be  more  iur  my 
good,  and  the  good  of  others  to  keep  clear  ui' 
politics." 

"  I  will  not  speak  of  the  lionor,"  began 
Griiford  eagerly. 

"  Why  no  ;  it  will  be  more  prudent  ti)  hold 
silence  on  that  score,"  suid  Deliivnl  luiighiiig. 
"  The  fact  is,  as  my  friends  thcm^lves  admit- 
ted, the  last  election  was  so  very  expensive 
to  the  present  meni]jer  and  all  concerned,  that 
they  need  a  longer  period  than  a  year  ami  a 
half  to  recruit  for  another  contest;  and  as  I 
chance  to  be  at  the  present  moment  a  very 
popular  person,  they  hope  to  scat  me  witliout 
opposition,  or  the  expenditure  of  any  tiling 
more  valuable  than  time  and  )>reath.  Tliey 
are  fully  aware  that  I  do  not  feel  ovcrwlielmed 
with  gratitude  for  the  honor  which  they  intend 
me,  and  should  be  well  contented  to  sit  by  my 
own  fire  side.  You  shake  your  head,  Uiffurd  ; 
and  ao  do  you,  my  lord,  making  wise  comments 
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in  your  rxrn  tnittds,  I  doubt  not,  on  ni;  relapee 
into  tli«  iDdaleQce  bom  of  wealth.  I  admit  a. 
flread  of  becomiug  entangled  in  party  strife, 
and  a  debasing  rtmgglc  for  mere  power.  Let 
ine  etiU  bdieve  in  the  noble — still  worship  the 
beaatifuL" 

"  And  omit  to  aooompUah  the  goo^  as 
poetical  dreamers  are  wont  to  do,"  obeerved 
Lord  Erringcoort  earnestly.  "  Doce  not  thia 
savour  of  moral  cowardice,  or  scLfisli  indolencv, 
veiled  under  high  rautuUDg  phiaeee  ':  The 
heathen  pbikwopher  might  dream  of  perfec- 
tability — the  christian  knows  that  it  is  not  in 
man ;  and  rendered  humble  by  a  oooscionsnesaij 
of  his  own  offences,  tunw  not  ImcIc  with  disguet 
on  fini^Dg  alloy  wlicre  Itc  looked  for  punt  gold, 
doing  nothing  because  be  cannot  do  all  be 
would.  There  are — there  have  been,  and  ever 
mu»  be  oil  earth,  prejudioca  and  ubetaclea  to 
be  overcome,  even  in  the  most  huly  cnuac ;  but 
if  we  wiUidraw  not  our  liaad  from  the  pluuf^, 
tJic  lime  of  the  harvest  will  eoini'.     If  the  high 
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mitMled  stand  proiully  nlo«f,  mA  vrcirk  neither 
for,  nor  with  their  kind,  ifl  it  Htrnnge  that  the 
•t«nd«nl  of  worth  should  be  lowered,  and  basc- 
iiiMS  be  landed  because  it  win  ?  The  rotcc  and 
ezain[^e  of  eTen  one  man  of  honor>  virtue, 
and  talent,  can  do  much.  You  hare  all  th«sc, 
and  your  country  daims  them.  You  know 
how  nearly  both  parties  arc  bolanoctl.  One 
Ttiloe^KHic  Toto— may  advance  or  retard  tlie 
good  CBUWJ  for  years ;  and  that  voice,  and 
that  vole  may  be  youre.  I  tloinand  your 
assiatancc,  not  aa  a  minister  to  .retain  me  in 
ptaoc,  and  strengthen  my  party,  but  to  aid  nic 
in  carrying  out  those  views  which  I  deem  for 
the  good  of  my  kind,  and  my  country.  Dare 
you  refujte  me  tliU  assistance  from  the  fear  of 
encountering  some  petty  disgusts  T' 

i"  I  dare  not,"  answered  Delaval  etmck  with 
the  appeal,  "  knowing,  aa  I  do  from  my  long 
acquaintance,  how  little  self  weigh«,  in  your 
lordship's  estimation  where  your  country's  good 
b  cgaDODed." 
L 
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"  Then  yoa  really  wUl  be  member  for 

^hirc,  as  Sir  Thonma  ueod  to  affirm,"  nbeerred 
Giftbrd. 

"  This  18  not  tjiute  ocrtMin,  im  I  granted 
my  rmnds  the  mmc  time  for  deliberation 
which  I  churned  for  mytself,  after  dearly  ex- 
phuniiig  that  iny  upinlons  were  more  liberal 
than  would  suit  miuiy  of  my  nipportcrs  :  wid 
that  I  iihoul<l  vaUiT  parliament  ntiplc<dged,  or 
not  It  ill." 

"  l>o  you  think  they  will  beeitate?" 

"  Xu :  one  half  of  tlie  county  will  dect  me 
from  preference,  an<l  rhe  otlier  half  for  wnvo- 
nience.  Ilicre  U  no  one  else  who  will  «uit  the 
latter  half  better  nt  frnvent  i— what  may  happen 
hereafter  let  time  diecloec," 

Dclnvid  was  right ;  he  was  elected  without 
opposition,  and  his  maiden  speech  was  such  as 

to  justify  the  choice  of  the  county  of  — , 

and  induce  Sir  Thomas  )tc<Uycott  to  whisper 
about  tiul  it  was  all  hi^  doing;  and  some  even 
went  no   fiir  as    lo  aaaert,  that  the  meddling 
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baronet  recurred  to  his  former  favorite  phraiie, 
and  declared  that  he  had  always  looked  upon 
Morton  Delaval  aa  a  son. 

Delaval  only  laughed  when  this  waa  reported 
to  him,  observing  with  a  ugnificant  glance  at 
Gifibrd — That  hia  parliamentary  duties  left 
him  no  leisure  to  think  of  matrimony. 

Ernest  took  the  hint;  and  he  too  having 
gained  hia  election,  the  friends  were  as  much 
together  ae  the  official  claims  on  the  time  of 
one,  and  the  county  claims  on  the  time  of  the 
other  permitted ;  for  Giffbrd  was  appointed  one 
of  the  under  secretaries  of  state;  and  Delaval 
proving  an  efficient,  as  well  as  a  show  member, 
had  too  much  business  thrust  upon  him  by  his 
constituents  to  be  able  to  indulge  in  indolence, 
even  if  he  had  so  deaired. 

Delaval's  apeeches  were  convincing,  as  well 
aa  brilliant,  from  the  truthful  energy  of  the 
speaker;  and  Gifiord's  pride  in  hia  friend's 
abilities  was  gratified  by  finding  how  high  he 
ranked  amongst  the  most  distinguished  of  his 
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day,  though  this  pride  was  occasionally  daehed 
with  a  miogling  of  anxiety  ou  observing  Dcla- 
val's  indifierence  to  female  choims;  and  a  ahade 
of  thought  on  his  lofty  brow. 

Could  the  remembrance  of  her  who  had 
proved  false  be  still  retained  id  the  heart  of  the 
devoted  patriot — the  courted  and  admired 
orator? 
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"  DsAa  Clara,  why  are  yoa  weeping  thus  ?" 
asked  the  pitting  Isabel,  platnng  her  arm  aflec- 
tionatety  round  Mrs.  Fleming's  neck.  "  I 
heard  your  eoba,  and  bo  ventured  to  come  in. 
Ib  little  Gilbert  worse  ?" 

"  No,  no,  thank  heaven !  and  yet  I  know  I 
shall  never  rear  him,"  answered  the  doting 
mother,  pressing  the  hand  of  the  warm  hearted 
^1  who  spent  so  much  of  her  time  amusing 
the  sickly  boy.     '*  It  is  not  that." 

"  What  is  it  then,  dear  Clara.  Has  my 
cousin  been  unkind  P" 
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"Ah!  Inbol;  if  it  M  bcoi  only  dnt 
could  Iiiive  borne  it  without  a  murniur,  f(>r  I 
am  tiiw'l  to  it — h«  n  aeUlom  otlierwiae  tiun' ; 
but  llint  he  ehoulil  iloubt  my  tove — tlint  be 
sliould  upbraid  uic  with  n  {>refcrenoc  lor  nn- 
otlier — for  him  to  whom  I  wiw  ftlM  for  litif 
sake !  I  deaerve  to  he  puniahed  fur  that  lalw 
liood;  but,  oh  I  not  Uy  Gilbert,  who  lc<I  i»i-  to 
brenlc  my  vowa.  It  ia  hard  to  licnr  thi)>  from 
hlin." 

*'  He  cauDot  mcaii  it,  dear  Clara — he  cannot ' 
believe  it.     Ileed  Dot  a  hasty  word." 

"  A  hasty  word  ?  Ah  !  Isnbd,  it  U  more 
than  that,"  cxclninicd  the  «tiU  weeping  Clara, 
clasping  her  hitndK  witJi  u  look  of  euch  nngui&li 
»a  dhooked  her  cousin,  "Wed  not,  Isabel; 
you  know  not  what  n  wife  may  have  to  en- 
dure ;  or  wed  not  with  the  guilt  of  bcdten 
Tow».  lie  hae  tbrealfucd  to  leave  me  here 
alone  with  my  poor  boy,  liomelcs*  mid  jwiiiu- 
lesa,  and  never  to  hoc  me  more.  He  >bould 
have  Iwcn  in  France  long  since  he  say«,  away 
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from  this  foggy  air  and  hia  clamorous  creditors, 
but  for  the  illness  of  the  child,  brought  on  by 
my  foolish  petting,  which  dctAined  iie  liere, 
where  his  enemies  may  find  him  in  apite  of 
the  obscurity  of  the  spot,  and  his  change  of 
name.  And  then  he  ndde  that  he  is  dying, 
bnt  that  I  care  not  for  him ;  and  tt  is  1  whu 
have  brought  him  to  poverty.  Oh !  Isabel — 
but  why  tell  you  mote  ? — why  tell  you  this  ? — 
save  thai  my  grief  will  have  its  way ;  and  you 
are  ever  ao  gentle,  so  kind.  A  wife  should  be 
patient  and  bear  all  things  in  silence;  but 
when  he  threatened  to  leave  me,  when  he 
upbraided  me  with  going  to  Morton  Park,  I 
could  bear  no  more.  Unmoved  by  my 
anguish  he  bade  me  begone,  with  such  looks 
— such  tones.  His  bitter  imprecations  still 
ring  in  my  eai-s,"  she  added,  shuddering  in 
Isabel's  arms  at  the  bare  remembrance. 

"  Poor,  poor  Clara  I"  s^d  Isabel  soothingly, 
pressing  her  lips  to  her  cousin's  cheek,  snd 
mingling  her   tears   with  hers.     "But  surely 
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you  miHt  lie  umUkcn  [  lie  could  ii<it  upbraid 
jrou  fur  going  to  Morton  I^trk,  when  be  knuwa 
that  you  wvnt  m  roluvtnnlly,  only  yielding 
at  lofit  tu  tlio  urgmt  cntrGatiiMt  nsy  abeolDtA- 
commajida  of  Iiiinwlf  nod  my  uuDt.'* 

"  He  has  foigottca  dl  that.  He  clediuxw 
iiiy  nluctanoe  wm  feigned,  ftnd  bints  tbat  I 
iwkcd  favor  for  myself)  and  Dot  for  hiui." 

"  H«  cannot  be  such  a  wretch ;  when  he 
onw  your  agony  at  the  thought  of  pleading  to 
Mr.  Dclaval,"  exclaimed  tlie  indignant  Isabel. 

"  Even  that  i»  not  all,"  continued  the 
sobbing  Clara,  adding  in  a  hollow  wliivpcr,  as 
she  grasped  btrr  eorapanion'a  arm,  and  looked 
wildly  into  her  fiu^e.  "  He  eaya  it  was  1  who 
sent  Delaval  the  paper ;  ajid  that  I  lovo  him 

sdD." 

*'  He  can  never  believe  thia,"  replied  the 
Kgiutod  Isabel,  turning  deadly  pale,  and 
trembling  in  every  limbw 

"  Yes :  but  he  does— he  swears  he  does. 
He  aays  none  else  could  have  done  it— he  will 
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not  credit  my  word^ ;  and  vnws  he  will  leave 
roe  for  ever  as  one  onworth)-  of  liui  love  and 
name — leave  uie  and  my  l)oy  to  etarve,  or 
dopend  npun  Delavals  bounty.  It  is  thlut 
which  has  driven  me  nearly  idmcI." 

"  Thiii  is  horrible — Uio  horrible,"  HaUl  Itabcl 
with  a  flliuddcr,  marking  tlic  half  rrciixio]  look 
of  the  at  ill  loving,  tltougli  outraged  wife 
"  Too  do  not  believe  that  lie  will  really  leave 
you." 

"  He  will : — had  you  heard  bia  tone  when 
be  swore  it** 

'*  But  my  Mint — did  not  she  interpose  ?" 

*'  He  bade  her  lie  silent,  lest  he  should  curae 
her  too.  And  even  she  seems  to  think  I  sent 
the  deed,  which  tbcy  say  was  sent  up  by  roum; 
one  in  thu  neiglibourhood.'' 

"  And  will  be  only  leave  you  fitMn  the 
belief  that  you  sent  the  deed  ?" 

«  Only  from  tLat  belief,  he  says." 

"  Then  be  shall  not  leave  you,  Clara." 
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"  Alil  Ii«t>el,  how  can  f ou  Ik]])  it?"  iiu«s- 
tionvil   llio   iMtonUlitvl  C'lArn,   unaMe  (o  COR^J 
prehviHl  tlio  cx|>ro#Kioii  of  Ivabd'a  couiitciuince.^ 
TIh;   iiK>ut]i  IumI  a  luuk  of  heroic  resolution ; ' 
but   thv  »n)iy  ]mk-nc««  revenle^l   Iter   noiiinii's 
teur. 
.**  Coiiu;  with  nio,  Clam,  timl  leum." 
'"I  duv   not,  ImM,   if  you  go  lo  tiiiii," 
«nit)  the  timiil   wifci  drawing  Inick  in  alurin. 
"  He  will  listen  to  no  cnlreatiea." 

"  H<j  sliull  henr  none.  It  '&  for  him  to 
implore  your  gmrdon." 

.  "  My  panlon  I  Yuu  know  liini  not.  Ho 
will  but  ]Kiur  fortli  frceh  curses  on  you — on 
UM — an<I  on  my  child.  1  dara  not  brave 
him.-' 

"  Nor  I,  dear  Clara ;  but  1  darv  telt  tlie 
trutlt,  at  whatever  risk :  and  you  must  come 
will)  luc  to  hour  it." 

"  I  ainnot — I  tWe  not,"  fiUt«red  the  timid 
And  tcrrilic<l  Cl«ni. 
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"  You  must,"  answered  Isabel  resolutely : 
"  hia  wrath  will  fall  only  on  me," 

"  But  what  go  you  to  do  ?" 

"  To  clear  you  from  sueplciona  which  none 
should  have  entertjuned." 

Mrs.  Fleming  still  feared;  but  Isabel's 
course  was  taken,  and  the  weak  miad  yielded 
to  the  strong  as  it  ever  does,  when  the  Utter 
exerts  its  native  enei^y. 

IVIrs.  Morton  and  her  son  looked  up  in 
BurprtBe,  and  with  some  displeasure  as  Clara 
entered  the  room  supported  by  her  companion ; 
but  this  displeasure  was  absorbed  in  wonder  as 
they  caught  the  unwonted  expression  of  Isabel's 
features,  and  the  mingling  of  firmness  and  fear 
in  her  demeanour.  Now  for  the  first  time 
they  fnlly  understood  that  the  girl  had  bei^sme 
the  woman ;  and  the  thought  glanced  across 
the  minds  of  both  that  she  was  not  the  mere 
loving  simpleton  which  they  had  been  used  to 
count  her. 
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They  turned  to  eacSt  other  with  l«>k»  wlncli 
a«kucl  wliat  had  cnuHod  thiit  diimge,  knd  trano- 
formed  tlie  timid  into  tlic  rc»olut«  :  but  ncitJicr 
cnuld  answer  the  qnestioii;  and  thi'ir  prvviou« 
didcourite  hnd  tcfV  tlieui  little  itiellned  to  ebow 
i'avor  in  the  intrudcre. 

"  Did  I  not  bid  you  begone?  ^NHmt  inenna 
thU  aiiddeii  return,  and  Iwtbera  quoeiilike  air?" 
ohrerved  Pleming  in  anger. 

"  Poor  Clara  came  only  at  my  entreaty," 
aniwcrcd  Isabel,  Eumuioaing  oil  h«r  courage, 
whiliit  the  timid  and  loving  wife,  aluined  at 
her  husbititdV  angry  tonvN,  sank  (town  on  the 
nearest  chair,   without    daring    to    raise  her 

"  And  for  wlint  Iinvc  you  hrtmght  her 
hillier?"  aaked  Fleming  in  growiof;  iia#!tion. 

"  That  site  might  be  cleared  fn>m  the  charge 
which  you  lironght  njrainMt  her,"  »nswerc<l 
Ilubel  Snnly,  tliough  her  IrcnibUng  hand 
clutched  Rt  the  back  of  n  chxir  for  support. 
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"  The  deed  which  restored  Mr.  Delaval   to  hU 
rights  was  not  seat  to  him  by  Clara." 

"  Sy  whom  then  waa  it  aent  ?"  enquired 
Fleming  fiercely,  advancing  a  step  towards  the 
resolute  girl,  and  raising  his  arm  with  a 
threatening  gesture. 

"  By  me,"  said  Isabel  neither  retreatmg,  nor 
looking  down,  though  she  trembled  in  every 
limb,  whilst  even  her  lipa  grew  deadly  white. 

"  Your  repeated  Fleming  with  flashing 
eyes,  raising  his  arm  as  if  to  strike  her  to  the 
earth. 

The  scream  of  the  terrified  and  grateful 
Clara,  who  now  first  undcnitood  her  meaning 
— the  steady  gaze  and  noble  demeanour  of 
Isabel  herself,  or  the  interposition  of  Mrs. 
Morton,  who  was  ever  opposed  to  violence, 
litayed  the  unmanly  act;  but  the  unmanly 
thought  was  still  in  his  mind ;  and  though  he 
was  silent  for  some  moments,  it  was  clear  from 
the  working  of  every  feature  that  fhis  silence 
ai'oac  not  from  shame  or  pity. 
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"  la  UiU  Intcf"  uIemI  Mr*.  Morlou  in  tai- 
prbe. 

"  It  its"  anDwercd  Imhe)  fnlU'ringly,  touvbvid 
bv  tliu  more  gentle  toans  of  bcr  aunt,  and 
c»i»ci(iu»  llinl  llwt  auut,  Utrougfa  ber.  wue  re- 
ilitcetl  to  jwverty. 

"  Where  «]>(]  whcD  diil  you  find  it;*"  and 
itrtk  Mortoo'ii  MCcenU  grew  bur«)i«r  iie  tJic 
fii-ucevdiMl. 

"  Do  you  rviiH;mU:r  the  evening  wltcn  you 
cuine  to  we  me  in  uy  room  ?  I  had  il  then — 
the  [mpjiy  luul  found  it  but  just  before,  whiUt 
scratching  at  iln,  Aforton's  chair." 

A  tvarftd  iiDprocalion  on  the  old  foul,  tlie 
|»n|>|)y  aiid  herself  from  the  infuriated  Flem- 
iuj;,  cliecked  Isabel  in  her  puuful  confession  ; 
Uul  »  oigii  from  his  mother  stopped  all  furtlicr 
veiienH-i)iN>,  aud  the  poor  girl  proceeded. 

"  ^'on  Uiought  me  ill ;  and  I  was  very  tU  ; 
su  ill  at  hcnrt.  [  vrouh)  liave  given  my  ri^t 
hand  Ibnt  anulher  dioidil  have  found  it,  and 
not  t.    .\n<t  then  when  you  »pokc  kindly,  more 
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kindly  even  than  usual,  I  felt  like  a  guilty 
creature  repaying  affection  with  ruin,  and 
feared  to  look  you  in  the  face  for  many  a  day, 
lest  you  should  read  my  confusion,  and  tax  nic 
with  ingratitude." 

"  And  should  I  not  be  justified  in  so  do- 
ing?" asked  Mrs.  Morton  with  looks  which 
she  had  never  before  bent  on  her  niece. 

"  Oh  I  no,  dear  aunti,  I  am  not  ungrateful — 
do  not  think  it.  If  you  could  but  read  my 
heart,  you  would  sec  how  much  I  sulTered.  I 
never  closed  my  eyes  that  night;  and  for 
weeks  you  remarked  how  ill  I  looked.  For- 
give, foi^ivc  me,  and  oh !  think  mc  not  un- 
grateful." 

"  I  cannot  thtnk  otherwise.  Give  mc  deeds, 
and  not  words,"  answered  Mrs.  Morton  coldly, 
drawing  back  as  Isabel  would  have  taken  her 
hand.  "  I  took  you  a  beggar — I  saved  you 
from  starving — I  cherished — I  reared  you,  as 
thmigh  my  own  ;  and  now  you  have  turned 
and  stung  iiie.     You  have  brouglit  poverty  and 
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dufiBH  on  Iu:r  who  elitclded  you  in  your  cliild- 
hood  from  both." 

"  Not  stuune,  dear  aunt  Say  not  that  1 
brought  ehame  upon  you ;  tliat  wa«  the  doing 
of  others.  No  one  beeide  knows  where  it  waa 
found,  or  who  sent  it ;  and  hut  for  poor  Clara's 
80IT0W  I  would  have  kept  it  a  secret  for 
ever." 

'**  Vou  might  have  kept  it  from  ua  to  nvc 
yourself  from  rchufeo." 

"  I  intcmled  to  keep  it  from  "H  *«  "ftve  you 
ifrom— " 

"  From  what  ?"  questioned  her  aunt  witli 
qmcktiKK. 

"  Kruoi  thv  suspicion  of  knowing  of  its  ex- 
istence." answered  Isabel  looking  down,  and 
wording  Iter  reply  lu  delicately  as  she  could. 
"  It  wa«  through  nune  Davis  that  the  truth 
becHUH-  known," 

"  Since  do  tender  of  our  reputation  at  you 
pretend,  why  not  bring  ttie  deed  to  me  that  I 
might  revloix:  it  myself,  aa  you  had  often  heard 
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me  expresfl  a  wish  to  do?"  obsen-ed  Mra.  Mor- 
Uio  sarcastically. 

"  I  ilaret]  not,'*  said  Isabel  blushing  slightly, 
not  tor  herself  but  otbers. 

"  Dared  not — what  mean  yon  f" 

"  Ask  me  not,  aunt." 

**  But  I  do  ask  yon,  girl ;  and  I  will  have  an 
anawer." 

"  Ay !  speak,  speak ;  we  will  have  an 
answer,"  exclumed  Fleming  fierc«Iy.  "  Whj 
dared  you  not,  when  you  stood  there  thoa 
boldly,  defying  tbose  whose  lightest  word 
sbonld  be  Uw  to  you; — to  whose  feet  you 
should  crawl  to  pmy  for  pardon.  Speak,  or  I 
will  make  yen." 

"  So  be  it  then,  since  you  will  have  it ;  but 
lay  Dot  to  my  charge  the  words  which  you 
force  me  to  utter  against  my  will.  I  dared  not 
give  you  the  deed,  because  then  it  would  never 
have  resuihcd  its  rightful  owner." 

"  Who  told  you  thi«?"  aeked  Mrs.  Morton 
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Willi  Midden  ptlcnou,  whllat  ber  wa  clenctivd 

Iili  iiaDtl  in  wrsth. 

"  1  heard  it  frotn  youreclf;  I  wcHild  hate 
boltcved  ug  oUilt,"  answerul  isulwl  enJly,  w 
liH>kiiig  away  that  she  migbt  not  be  tbuu^it  to 
I'vinurk  tbe  nbune  of  ber  mUtivev.  **  I  h^r:. 
licvcd  all  you  said — 1  tbougbt  you  would  re- 
jtMOO  in  restoring  tbo  property,  Kod  I  huiricd 
to  you  with  the  deed  in  my  hand.  You  were 
talking  to  my  oouBin— you  euw  aw  not  enter; 
iind  tJte  first  words  I  beard  unileoeivcil  me. 
Tbe  dc«d  if  found  was  to  be  dcstlMycd." 

'*  Wliat  else  did  you  hear  ?"  asked  Mra^ 
Morton  eagerly. 

"  Nothing  that  I  wiah  to  remember,  save  a 
kioil  word  or  two  of  my»elf." 

*'  No  matter  what  you  beard ;  you  can  do 
u»  no  more  mischief  than  you  have  done 
already^  so  tramp !  be  offr  exclaimed  Gilbert 
Fleming  stamping  with  rage  and  shaking  bis 
clenched    fist  at    tite  trembling  Isabel,    who, 
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Aoujifb  AwxK  tliRt  hoT  oua«n  in  privM*  eoEtTd 
gitv  wiiy  to  [KtsBioiiii  wliicii  wen:  carefully 
veikd  froni  the:  public  eye,  )ia<I  never  before 
been  llut  object  of  oni<  of  tbcsc  buntU  gf  rage. 
'*  Be  ofl*!  I  tell  yuu — out  vf  tbc  houac  tltis 
insUul,"  he  r(!|>eutvcl  etill  mora  nprftllifuUy. 
**  We  keep  uo  e(iveadrop|>ere  here." 

*'  I  wn  no  ekvewJropper,  ttwugh  too  inucli 
ahoclEe<l  fur  a  lime  to  move.  Oh  *  aunt,  you 
will  uot  Bend  uie  from  you,"  plcacM  Uie  now 
lerriltod  Isabel,  who  had  never  contcmpbtod 
vuch  au  event  aa  tlic  poiisible  cuufcqucncu  of 
her  <iU»clo«ure.  Anger  and  reproaches  «he  luu) 
made  up  ber  mind  to  bear ;  but  to  be  cut 
forth  iatu  tlic  wide  world  friendless  and 
pennilcH  traa  more  than  she  could  endure  with 
fortitude,  even  though  but  in  thought. 

"  How  cftn  we  keep   you   wli«n  you   have 

robbed  us    of    wherewithal   lo   Rupport  you? 

\Vben  you  Iwvc  made  ua  beggars  and  exiles  ?" 

replied  Mr».  Morton  with  a  cold  and  taunting 
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tfute,  nwrc  painial  to  the  wartn  hearted  girl 
tbna  licr  son's  burst  of  anger. 

"  L'pliraid  mc  if  you  will,  aunt,  1  wUI  b«tr 
it  |Mticiilly,  thinking  only  of  all  your  former 
oaro ;  but  send  ine  not  from  you  I  entrciLt.  I 
will !»  mi  expense — no  bunl«n.  I  will  work 
for  you — slave  for  you — Mix]  you  for  love,  not 
hire,  striving  by  every  tender  care  to  drive  fVoiu 
your  mind  nil  thought  of  iiigmtitude.  Forgive 
nie ;  and  I  will  ever  be  grateful  niid  huinble." 
"  Hiinibtc!  with  the  proud  ur  you  wore 
but  now.  GntteAil  1  yet  Iw^nr  your  benefac- 
tors," cried  Gilbert  in  wmth.  "  Or  even  if 
both,  will  humility  and  gratitude  rcatorc  u>  to 
ivL-£iltli  ?     Begone  I  you  shall  not  abide  here." 

*•  I  appeal  to  you,  aunt,"  said  Isabel,  ehwping 

her  hand*  in  canie«t  enti«a^. 

.    '*  On  one  condition  you  Hliall  remain,"  nn- 

flwend  Mr;.  Morton  after  a  inoment'e  tlwuglit. 

,,,    **  Name   it,   dear    aunt;    it    will    be    ItanI 

„i»\&A  if  I  do  not  fulfil  it" 
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"  That  you  accept  tlie  offer  of  Sir  Christo- 
pher Holmes,  which  he  is  inclined  to  renew, 
though  you  dismiesed  him  so  cavalieriy  before, 
aa  I  have  only  thie  day  learnt,  without  con- 
suiting  your  friends." 

"  I  cannot  do  thia,"  stud  Isabel  eadly,  her 
hopeful  look  all  gone. 

"Why  not?" 

"  I  do  not ;  and  I  cannot  love  him." 

'*  Away  with  such  folly !"  cried  Mrs.  Morton 
impatiently.  "  He  is  rich— and  a  fool ;  talk 
not  to  me  of  love — you  can  rule  him  and  live 
in  splendour." 

"  I  will  do  aught  but  that;  and  that  I  can 
never  do.  I  desire  not  splendour,  let  me  only 
abide  with  you." 

"  On  that  condition  alone." 

"  Say  not  so,  dear  aunt,  I  implore  you.  In 
the  whole  world  I  have  no  one  but  you  to  look 
to  for  love  and  care.  I  have  no  friend— no 
protector  beside.  Oh  !  send  me  not  from  you 
— think  of  my  youth  1     Think  of  my  helpless- 
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nWi' !  Send  not  your  only  sister^  only  i-Iiild 
to  Mk  cburity  of  Mrangew.  Pity — fiH^givi'  tnc, 
for  my  modtcr'd  sake— for  tl»e  sake  oi'  tlie  It^vc 
which  you  Imvc  hitherto  borne  m&T 

"  Think  liow  y<n\  have  n>pakl  that  love.  I 
cannot  longer  support  the  heggiir,  wh<i  Wy- 
gnnti  mc,"  replied  Mrs.  Morton  coldly,  un- 
moved by  this  earnest  appeal,  and  rqmlwng  the 
weeping  Isabel,  who  would  hnve  thrown  her 
Arm*  nround  her  neck.  "  Consent  to  l>eiNtn>c 
Laily  Holmes,  or  I  discard  you  for  ever." 

"  Say  not  m — oay  not  so !"  plcwdcd  jRior 
Isabel,  wringing  her  hands  in  ngony.  "  I  wHU 
work  for  you — slave  for  you — pray  for  and 
hlext  you— only  acikI  me  not  fcHlh  among  cold 
hearted  strangerA."' 

"  Will  you  marry   Sir  Christopher  ?     Thst 

U'  tlie  only  question,"  intcrpoetcd   her   (viusiii 

harsldy,  untouched  by  her  anguish. 

"  No ;  anything  but  that" 

"  Nothing  but  that ;  90  quit  tliut  rOof  on  tlie 

instant." 
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Once  more  1  appeal  to  you,  dear  lumt," 
sakl  laabo],  s1«p|>uig  aside  to  avoid  the  gnuji 
which  Oilhcit  would  have  kid  on  her  ami. 
"  Save  me  from  utter  misery,"  »hc  i.-xctainivd 
ill  dctpoir,  clasping  her  handd  i»  passiotuitc 
entreaty,  imd  fixing  licr  streaming  cyta  on 
Jklrs.  Morton. 

"  Send  not  jwor  Isuhcl  away  :  xlic  ii  ever 
affectionate  —  ever  kind.  L.et  lier  nUy  | 
entreat  you  ;  she  will  die  among  ftrangciv," 
ple.tded  the  timid  C'lara,  in  faltering  tonee, 
vcniuriRg  for  the  firet  time  to  interfere,  and 
that  with  evident  olann. 

"  Fool  !  hold  your  pcocci  lust  1  suiwi  you 
an<l  your  siokly  lirut  forth  loOi"  cried  her 
aii<fry  hiisbiintl,  Hinging  oil'  the  gentle  touch 
urtiicli  »)ii.^  hud  liud  on  hia  arm. 

Pour  Clara  shnuik  buck  in  fear  ;  and  thv 
angry  Fleming  continued — "  Now  girl  for 
yourdocinon.  An  oulcaat-^-or  Lady  IIohii<.-»! 
You  an-  an  idtot  to  hesitate." 
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"  My  dear  aunt,"  begun  the  i^tatcd  prL 

**  Decide  :  I  wiU  listen  to  oo  cntroatiw," 
iuiflW4^r«d  Mrs.  Morton  with  a  frown,  that 
tbrtmdo  nit  hope,  though  h«r  voice  wiu  sc&rccly 
iviaed  a)H>ve  its  usual  gentle  tooe. 

**  r  c&nnot  become  Lady  Holmes.  Forcie 
me  not  to  tnke  vow^  which  I  cau  never  perform. 
Tax  my  gratitude  for  iiugfat  oLsc." 

"  Talk   not  of  gratitude.     Is   it  oltown    in 
ivrcferring  th«  intereete  of  a  stranger  to  the 
welfare  of  your  nearest  relatives  T 
'    **  I  know  not  what  you  mean :  I  bate  nerer 
pfcftTTcd  the  intcreatt^  of  atranjjcre." 

"  Simple  girl ;  but  false  as  simj>lG.  Throk 
you  to  deceive  mc  by  that  wondering  look,  and 
innocent  tone?  Have  you  not  robbed  tfao«G 
who  reared  yon  to  enrich  Morton  I>elRval? 
Was  this  a  proof  of  your  grateful  nffcction?^ 
asked  Mra.  Monon  aareastically. 

"I  aought  but  justice.  Huw  eould  I  do 
otherwise  ?"  answered  Isabel  timidly. 
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'Ijfot  juetioo— but  lov*!" 

"  LoTO  r  faitcml  Itmhci,  tmnbluig  in  every 

:  "  Yw,  lov« !  Did  you  liiink  Ui  deceive  im- 
by  ehildiili  ooiuiu«iit<s  uod  childi^li  luoke  V 
Turn  to  tliHt  ring— ti»»  it  ever  quitted  your 
fioger  aincM  first  put  oo  ?  U  there  an  hour  in 
th«  day  thxt  your  eye  reals  not  lovingly  upon 
it-'  Is  he  niun«d  thnt  your  dioeks  di<  not 
glow,  and  jMir  eyes  ti]urklc '(  U  it  not  ever 
in  your  thought  how  Iiest  to  plcare  him — how 
UMMt  to  ri'ifCDiblc  him  ?  Wtm  it  nut  fur  him 
that  you  studied?  Was  it  not  for  him  thM 
you  tkiught  to  mould  uiind  and  person,  to 
grace  and  |iowtir?  Did  you  not  bear  with 
the  wayward  huiiiourM  of  that  Irotful  old  man 
for  tlic  siike  of  the  uephcxv  ?" 

•'  Ho,  no ;"  (^]>cd  I§abel  eagwrly,  oaiching 
u  Boniething  to  whidi  she  might  anewcr  an- 
oerely  without  shanie.  "  1  luvc-d  the  kind  old 
man  for  his  own  sike  ~  dvarly,  oh  I  very 
dearly." 

K  5 
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■'  F<H>li.ih  (prl  t  Will  you  never  bclievv 
ihui  1  have  aeon  through  your  bj-poeruy  for 
y<-tirs,  itiougb  to  Iktor  uty  own  \ivKt  ]  b<^)t 
«l«noL>?  Fix  yuur  eym  oa  that  rinf;,  and  tdl 
me,'  If  you  6aj^,  thM  yuu  lov«  not  Morton 
Uclaval- 

"  Ah  a  gnttcful  child,"  r»lt«red  forth  jHHir 
lubel. 

"  As  ft  tovttig  wODian,"  aaid  Mr*.  Morton 
ttcornfuUy.  "  Deny  thi»  if  you  can ;  wid  pive 
mc  llial  ring." 

Poor  I^bel  *poke  not:  hfir  eyee  were 
opened — rtho  wm  «elf  convicted.  For  (be 
fimt  time  ahe  fell — abe  knew  that  the  gratelul 
aifection  of  the  child  had  uncomcioualT  grown 
into  the  devoted  love  of  the  woman.  She 
would  haw  Uid  down  h«r  lite  to  serve  Morton 
DeUval — she  would  bavv  risked  it  to  retain 
the  ring.  Site  dared  not  look  up — #h«  dared  not 
encounter  tJie  mocking,  unpityii^  eyes  thnt  were 
lixed  upon  her.  The  hot  blood  rushed  up 
oviT  ni-ck,  nnd  che«k,  and  trow,  and  down   t«i 
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the  very  tips  of  tier  fingera;  aad  Um^  rc- 
ti-entvd  tu  euddeuly  liack  tu  her  heart,  laiTiatj 
bcr  pullid  u  a  ooriw^',  itunting  and  ga«[iiiig> 

The  |>itying  Chira  eupportcd  licr  tu  a  chair, 
whiht  tlu;  mocking  laugh  of  Fleming  ranK 
through  the  rouin. 

-'  Slaod  aaide,  Mrs.  Fleming  I"  said  her 
hiuband,  afW  the  lapse  of  a  few  momentd, 
■luring  n-liicJi  time  leabel  had  been  struggling 
to  subdue  lier  emotion,  and  Clara  had  beeii 
bending  uvor  her  with  tooke  hcHpeakiog  th^- 
pity  whiej)  she  dnrcd  not  utter.  The  Ur«ni- 
bling  wife  obeyed,  and  he  continued.  "  Now, 
girl,  for  your  final  answer.  Lady  IloUnee — or 
Ml  outcast?" 

iMibol  looked  at  her  aunt  ere  she  answered. 
Mr*.  Morton'ii  attitude  was  graceful,  aa  it 
alw»y«  waa;  and  her  features  undeformed  by 
pasHiuD.  but  there  was  a  cold  unfeeling  severity 
ttbuut  mouth  and  eye  that  deprived  the  gazer 
of  all  hope  of  pity. 
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"  Speakr*  ciied  Fieaang  tonatieiitlT- 
**  I  cu  never  be  IW/  Haine»." 

•d£ng  I  fearful  sUli 
har  ami  to  fimc  fact 
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aa  be  wodd  have 
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aon    fnlT.    tkat^ 


"Win  my 
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a  Bpiendtd  match.  "  If  I  allow  you  to  reject 
Sir  Christopher  Holmes,  will  yon  promiee  to 
give  your  hand  as  I  shall  diiect  hereafter  ?" 

"  On  that  oae  point  I  mnBt  ever  be  free," 
replied  Isabel  looking  down. 

"  Then  go  to  yoor  paramour  I  I  cast  you 
off — I  discard  you  for  ever,"  cried  Mrs. 
Morton  with  mOTC  of  passion  than  she  had 
yet  exhibited. 

"  At  least  let  me  stay  till  to-morrow," 
pleaded  poor  Isabel,  as  her  cousin  was  leading 
her  out  of  the  room.  "  Evening  is  here, 
night  will  soon  come;  and  I  have  no  where 
toga" 

"  You  turned  us  out  of  Morton  Park,  and 
mnat  abide  the  consequences,"  answered  Flem- 
ing with  a  snea:,.  "  Five  minutes  shall  you 
have  to  put  on  bonnet  and  cloak,  but  no  more. 
Your  clothes  shall  be  aont  ere  night  to  the 
inn." 

Isabel  felt  that  it  would  be  useless  tu  re- 
monstrate further,  and  submitted. 
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"  Rtrevfcll,  uuut,  I  Uiank  you  I'or  itJI  your 
<wn>,  and  tVeely  t'or^ve  tliU  MnOiuj;  me  lurtb 
ti>  die  smnng  ttnuigt^m.  tiooO  bye,  d«Ar  Own! 
Mny  Gi»)  bIcM  you,  nnd  Httlu  Uilbcrt !  Wrf|> 
not,  I  have  aaved  you  from  Buspicioii;  and 
tliat  will  be  some  little  comfort  let  wfaai  will 
happen." 

Mm.  Morton  muJ  ■tulhing;  and  Ctaiit's  rvply 
was  fliokfU  by  her  sob«. 

Fleming  and  lealwl,  were  tuo  luuiili  uUiortH-d 
ill  icif  to  retiiavk  u  slight  buatle  in  tlie  |KL4Aii|;e ; 
or  thi-  eight  of  u  IvniHli.:  douii'stic.  scuttling  t>ft~ 
towards  the  kitdicD,  might  have  awakened  the 
Kuspiciou  of  a  luteiicr. 

*'  Fivo  luinntes  mind  only,  iMtbcl ;  and  1 
wait  you  betre,"  raid  Fleming,  elutnug  the  dour^ 
iind  tliu^  dliDtting  out  the  longing,  lingering 
look  which  the  poor  desulate  girl  wae  bending 
on  her  nitnt  and  cousin  in  the  vain  hojie  of 
some  nilenting  in  the  former. 

*'  I«abel  t  The  five  rainutefl  have  cx)nred,'* 
called  Fleming  iVum  the  foot  of  the  staire. 
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"  I  oome,"  uiBwered  the  sobbing  girl,  having 
secured  her  scantily  Aunished  purse ;  and  what 
she  counted  far  mora  precious,  the  cameo  seat 
her  from  Italy  by  DelavaL 

"  We  may  never  meet  again.  Do  not  let  vt» 
part  in  anger,"  aaid  Isabel,  holding  out  her 
hand  aa  they  reached  the  little  wicket,  which 
led  out  upon  a  green. 

Fleming  took  tho  extended  hand,  and  his 
manner  grew  somewhat  more  gentle.  "  You 
are  a  fool  not  to  become  Lady  Holmes." 

Isabel  shook  her  head. 

"  You  must  take  your  own  course  then ; 
but  no  doubt  you  think  yourself  sure  of 
Delaval.  Take  care !  You  can  never  become 
his  wife — he  would  never  think  of  that." 

"  I  know  it,"  gasped  Isabel. 

Fleming  looked  incredulous  aa  to  her  dis- 
belief of  the  impossibility ;  but  changed  the 
subject 

'*  Your  clothes  shall  be  sent  to  the  inn,  as  I 
BMd.     I  suppose  you  go  there  first." 
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tnFf  I  know  not  wh«re  to  go ;  I  biive  no  one 
now  to  odvieo  or  protect  me,  utd  csn  only  pniy 
tlttt  Uod  will  800D  take  tDC  tu  liiiiiM^Ul" 

"  It  i«  uU  jour  own  doing  "  niiKWdroU  Kleitw 
inggrulilv.  "  What  did  you  eond  iliot  (k«d 
to  D«laviil  fur?  It  piita  uw  in  a  rage  to  thin 
of  it;  so  begone,  teet  I  saj  something  worse.* 

"  Stop!  one  word,"  oaid  lanlwl.  *'  Be  kind 
to  Clam-  very  kind.  She  \»  no  very  gentle — 
M  aaaUy  frightened.  You  know  not  bow  ehc 
lores  you." 

"  You  are  bolli  fbob  together,"  exclaimed 
Fleming  with  an  oath,  waving  her  oB  aa  hej 
cloited  the  gAte. 

Who  wouhl  have  rect^nised  at  tliat  moment' 
the  bhuid,  (he  courteone,  the  initinuating  Flem- 
ing of  society  ?     IJia  bUndncas  iind  liis  counc 
were  for  the    world — his   ill   temper  for  his 
liome,  and  for  hin  wife. 

Poor  Isabel  turned  away  with  a  heavy  liearti 
aw)  ihc  nagry  tones  and  oath  of  her  cousin  slitl 
rang  in  her  car,  as  abu  crossed  the  greeo  aiul. 
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L^nteivd  tlte  liUlti  co|MM.'  Iteyond,  wlujiv  llujit 
nnd  exhausted  she  eat  down  on  the  turf,  now 
{^.ing  un  till!  Iiunihlc  lionie  from  wliicJi  tivi 
had  bvcD  driven,  uuw  buryiug  bcr  fucc  in  hur 
handi),  nnd  aohhing  as  tliuugh  her  youug  heart 
would  break.  It  wa>  ii  |iour,  mum  lodging, 
l>ctt«r  miilol  to  the  fiiiuncv«,  than  the  XtMoa  of 
Mn.  Mortoo  ai>d  hor  eon,  who  had  been  tin- 
willingly  dcUiiic<l  there  III!  their  way  to  France, 
on  occoutit  of  the  little  boy's  iUness ;  but  toeaii 
HA  it  was  poor  Isabel  would  ratlier  have  been 
permitted  to  i«Bt  within  it,  than  lovited  to 
share  the  splendours  of  a  [Milace.  Save  Dcla- 
v»l,  it  contained  the  only  living  beings  who  liad 
ever  ebown  her  lore ;  and  of  Delaval  she  dared 
not  think,  now  that  the  truth  was  known  to 
her  own  heart.  She  oould  not  even  look  upon 
the  ring  witltout  a  criniHoii  blush ;  and  yet  ihe 
would  not  have  parted  witlt  it  for  Uie  workl'o 
wealth. 

What  wag  to  become  of  her  ?     She  had  no 
friend  to  udvi«e  or  receive  her— not   even  an 
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acqiiaintiinci.'  nilliin  iiuiuy  niilci.  Slic  know 
ihit  hnr  uint  nnd  cuusin  had  taken  a  rircni- 
to«i>i  mute  to  Fnuicc,  nod  cbangvd  their  luuiiiw 
10  avoid  iinp<nrltmate  crrditurx;  hut  aliv  knvw 
nothing  of  ihe  (ibacurc  iiC4;Iibutirliood  of  tlit* 
secluded  viltnge — sho  kn«w  iiotliiiij;;  of  tli« 
wtirld.  A  einglo  sovereign,  and  a  few  aliilliiigp 
proved  all  her  wealth.  I'hU  could  not  eu|i(iort 
her  long,  and  witere  or  how  was  ebe  to  ol)taitt 
It  further  supply  ?  There  scvracd  oothlnf;  Ivft 
for  h«r  but  to  die — to  die  of  want,  or  in  a  ]iOor- 
houee. 

Kvcninj;  was  donng  mund  her,  yet  thciv 
rthe  aut  unconscious  of  the  liip«v  of  time,  think- 
ing only  tltiit  every  earthly  tic  of  love  w«» 
severed :— now  hidiug  tuotionloM— now  rockttifi 
to  aitd  frow 

'""  1  beg  your  pardon,  but  the  d«w  \^  jailing. 
U  it  prudent  to  »it  on  the  damp  gnus  ?" 
uoc  who  liad  approached  unobecrrcd. 

Iimbel  lookMi  up.  The  ^pmker  was  a  youug 
inan   of  prcpoMeiwing   apjiearanec.   whom   eho 
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K^cognued  m  the  preacher  in  the  littk  oJiurch 
which  she  bad  twice  attendeiL  Her  bewildcrtHl 
took  con^inoed  him  that  bis  remark  Itad  nut 
been  untkntood,  and  he  roix-atcd  it — iiddiii^ — 
'*  Hod  you  not  bettor  go  home  V 
"  [  Iwivc  DO  home,"  answered  Isabel  clasp- 
in(;  bcT  hands,  whilst  her  bears  atieamed  forth 
nfrceh. 

"  I  thought  you  rcudcd  thero,"  h«  observed 
in  pity,  ]>ointing  out  the  cottage. 

**  Not  iww — not  now  : — they  liave  driven 
m«  out  into  Uie  world." 

"  Hare  you  no  fncnds  to  whom  yon  can 
gft?"  he  «r>i{u!red,  struck  with  her  hopeless 
hollow  tmio. 

"  No  friends — no  friend  on  cwlh,"  «he  re- 
peated wildly,  looking  up  to  licHven. 

"  Poor  thing  I  Can  1  »gtaet  you  i"  mid  the 
young  clergyman  kindly. 

"  I  ahall  not  live  long.  liVill  you  bury  mo  ¥" 
she  cntiuiTcd  gazing  wiatfidly  up  in  Uia  twc. 
"  I  will  tell  you  where  on  my  dcnth-bcd.'' 
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"  Ituthcr  let  ntc  attitt  you  to  Uvf,"  li« 
MRwered  coochingly,  fisiriDg  fmin  tliu  wildni-M 
of  Iier  numner  ttiitt  »lie  km  dcmiigctl. 

"  No  oiic  Clin  live  witlioul  mom'}' ;  nnil  t 
have  none,  iind  know  nut  how  tu  niiike  uiv. 
Had  I  been  rich,  they  would  not  liavc  sent  mo 
away," 

"  You  arc  full  young  to  hare  l«anit  tlial 
truth;  and  far  too  young  to  despair.  The 
Lord  t«nper8  the  wind  to  ihe  ehorn  lamb. 
The  cold  night  air  will  chill  you,  and  thU  is  no 
fitting  reatjng  place,  for  one  so  doUcatcly 
roared.  Let  us  walk  towards  tlie  village ;  and 
ad  we  go  you  shall  tell  nic  how  I  can  hen  serve 
you." 

leaWl  looked  up  in  bii^  face  for  some  mo-1 
menu  doulitingly — passed  her  hand  across  her 
brow  more  titan  once,  as  if  to  dear  her  eigbl. 
or  her  ideas ;  then,  reading  nothing  but  pity 
and  respect  in  hie  features,  rose  as  he  advi«ed, 
and  leant  on  his  offered  arm  in  silvnoe. 

The  next  moniiog  when  the  young  ck-rgj'* 
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man  went  tu  the  cottage  to  plead  Isabel's  cause 
witb.  her  aunt,  and  report  her  as  dangerously 
ill  with  l^ver  and  delirium,  he  found  it  de- 
serted. 

Mrs.  Murttin  and  the  Flemings  had  departed 
at  break  of  day ;  and  no  trace  coul^  he  find 
of  their  route. 

Thus  was  Isabel  left  to  the  care  of  strangers, 
on  whose  watchfulness  her  life  might  be  said 
to  depend. 
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CHAPTER   VIII. 


Ah  Murtuu  and  Gifford  were  proceeding  ann- 
iu-u-ui  tuwarde  tliv  Huuse  uf  Commoiu  about 
three  luunlhs  afler  the  opening  of  the  eceision, 
a  caniotft  wa.*  whirled  pnHt  Uiem  at  a  furioua 
rate.  Thv  terror  of  the  frightened  lioreea 
was  increaaed  by  the  dangling  to  and  fro  of 
Mime  of  the  hai-nc«a  n-tiich  hnd  bocn  broken  by 
a  Muddvn  |>luuge;  and  the  coachman's  en- 
dmvoun  to  hold  thotit  in  were  of  no  avaiL  A 
(i:fuale  wm  it*  only  occiijinut,  and  swiftly  a» 
the  churiot  had    dtot   hv    otill    Morton  had 
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recognised  the  features  of  Clam  Flcminf;. 
Her  puUid  Mantenauce,  aud  claspiiu;  hands, 
l*c«pokc  licr  ctiUBcious  of  Uic  duDger  of  her 
siiuadon,  whilst  the  close  widow's  cap  nnd 
nbscocc  of  all  hair  revealed  to  her  former 
lover  tliat  nbc  vm  oiioc  tnorc  free. 

Waa  it  only  fancy,  or  had  a  supplicating 
glance  been  turned  upon  him  m  sh«  wm 
hurried  pii«t  ? 

For  Rn  instant  DebiVBl  atood  shocked  nnd 
motionless,  then  ru»hi»g  lurwnrd  he  threw 
himself  before  the  frightened  animals,  who«e' 
course  had  been  impeded  by  a  heavy  waggon, 
niHl  wizing  the  reins  held  them  dowa  with  a 
jiowerful  grasp,  whUat  he  called  on  the  by- 
sranderii  to  help  out  the  lady. 

\o  tooner  wiia  Clam  reetucd  from  her  peril, 
lIuLii  leaving  the  horses  to  the  CArc  of  the 
eoachtnan,  IX-.laval  took  the  fainting  Mre. 
Fleming  from  the  arms  of  a  stniQgar.  and 
bore   her  with   care   into   the    nearest    shop, 
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fblloweS  by  GifTard,  wboee  count«nuioe  «x- 
liibitH  to  the  full  u  much  vexation  as  pitv, 
(jarticubrly  when  a  closer  ocmtiny  of  tlte 
fluted  cap  cun^'inccti  him  of  the  lady'e  having 
rvgftiDcd  her  fracOom.  DelavaTs  inatfcei)  at- 
tentione  and  cvidont  snxic^r  and  Clan's 
tnJDgkd  Confusion  and  gnitttudo  on  bong 
reetorcd  to  consciouwem,  and  finding  to  whom 
she  van  indebted  for  such  tcndtr  care,  oolj 
een'cd  to  incrcaec  GifTord's  atinoyanoe,  which 
*sud  unnoyimcc  wntt  earned  to  it«  Iwight  when 
he  found  liimeelf  obliged  to  attend  an  im- 
portant debute,  B»d  leave  hts  friend  in  waiting 
on  tltc  lady. 

Gv«ii  when  restored  to  consciousness,  the 
Umid  Mrs  Fleming  was  still  trembling  and 
DCrvous,  so  [>claval  could  do  no  less  than 
CAOorl  Iter  Iwnie  m  his  own  carriage,  for  which 
he  had  considerately  sent,  judging  that  she 
would  feel  too  much  alarm  to  ni-ont«r  her  own 
that  day. 
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Clara  wu  mwt  grateful  fur  li'u  nttoation, 
thauking  liiia  wwiuly  with  tcitrs  and  Uiulivsi 
tad  if  euirvriug  luul  iliumivd  Iht  Iwaiit}', 
leuviitg  Iter  )ittlet  aud  Uiin,  uod  fadud,  tbew 
iracvt  of  ttorrow  bail  ODly  lundi!  livr  luorc 
dangCTotiAl)-  iiitvrvstiag  m  Uie  vye*  of  Giflurd; 
and,  a*  h«  believed,  k>  tW  heart  of  bu 
triv&d. 

(Joiutnon  politeness  required  tliat  Dcluval 
sUtfutd  c»U  on  thi;  morroiv  to  ciitiuirc  nflvr  Uie 
liealtii  of  her  wlioui  he  lind  «aved  from  audi 
iiDBiinent  \mA;  aud  ahe  in  return  could  uot 
be  eo  diurlUU  iic  to  1»ri>  hiiti  Trvui  )>er  door 
untbaiilced,  so  he  was  ushered  up  ic(o  the 
dmwing-njom,  whtre  the  mother  wiw  sitting 
beside  her  sickly  boy,  striving  to  win  him  by 
her  ear«  to  health  and  spirits.  ,,, 

tl  The  look  of  the  food  and  auxiwits  parent, 
M  she  nntched  every  niorunicut  of  Iter  sufl'eriug 
diihl,  miglit  have  b>uched  a  sterner  heart  thau 
Delav«l'>,  Hiid  liiught  forgiveness  of  all  wrongs. 

VOL.    til.  L 
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Her  ajw  ww  upuD  hbi  »  be  b«iDt  over  tl 
diild.  wlto,  vuo  iiy  ibe  {Uving  exprvction  of 
liii  fiatva,  oailed  Mieetlj'  io  his  tkce :  ami 
ber  tar*  f^  bM  as  abe  narked  lutn  turn  aviif 
wttb  ■  mdilcii  actioa,  mai{  to  conceal  biitu  Imit 
tbe  hopttow  doom  uf  ker  dariii^.  There  are 
few  men  vbu  can  meet  a  wuuaa'b  teKtit  UD> 
moved  ;  and  the  totr^  of  an  oaxiou^  viduticd 
mother,  mouming  iur  the  hatbaad  Kbuin  »bi- 
had  loett  ind  fiariag  fur  the  ioOmi  who  wae  left. 
vaelied  out  from  DcUval'a  tuaaoTj  the  Oaitt 
ol'  ber  former  fabt^Hwd.  Uc  talked  of  hope  to 
Cbu«  — he  played  with  little  Gilbert  —  W 
KcoauDcoded  a  freeh  medical  man.  who  liait 
performed  wonderful  cures  on  infanta  ;  and  the 
next  d«r,  aitd  the  oext  be  did  the  aame,  till 
the  food  mother  and  ber  tiMy  baby  lialcned 
fur  Ilia  step  oa  tbc  stair,  and  the  latter  daf^ied 
hi»  Ktllr  bands  with  joy,  a>  be  appeared;  wbibt 
the  foriDer  received  liim  without  the  feeling  of 
nhanic.  wliicb  had  at  first  overwhelmed  ber  in 
hix  ]>ru»en(-e. 
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TcaHul  »f  ha»Wiiiiig  th«  evil  wliicli  lu- 
Breaded  by  o|mhi  ri'iitonHtmnce,  Gitibnl  <.-m]«a- 
TOurcd  to  occupy  MoHod  «a  fully  wiUi  liuiuiiuw 
that  lie  e1iouI<1  hnve  no  leUurc  for  tliU  dalliance 
with  the  fair  widnvr ;  but  Delavul,  dinpntohiDg 
this  btwlacM  with  unlooked  (or  celerity,  or 
Hcttiiig  it  «!■»<]«  with  a  quivt  tx^Milution,  which 
hid  frivnd  dured  neitiier  qu«aliun  nor  gainsay, 
very  rarely  failed  in  hi«  daily  vicit  to  Baker- 
itrcct  On  open  c{Ue«tioDft  us  to  hU  future 
iiiteiitioud,  GifTunl  durcd  not  venture  ;  and 
hiota  tlint  he  wiis  fretting  into  a  meex  fruni 
which  he  might  find  it  difficult  to  get  out, 
ftioice  tlie  town  nlrciMly  re|K>rted  him  as  a  de- 
termiiMxl  Benedict,  were  cither  received  in 
(tilencc,  or  paused  off  m  referring  to  Lady 
Calton ;  and  all  tluit  Im>  couki  learn  from  DeU- 
Tal  by  adroit,  but  delicate  queries,  concemiog 
tlie  situation  of  Mrs.  Fleming  and  her  conncc- 
tione,  was  far  too  little  to  fAlisfy  hia  anxious 
irivDd«bip> 
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Fleming  it  seemed  Imd  died  mod  after  biit 
4rnval  io  Prauce;  Mid  hia  wife  tind  chitd 
might  hitTC  pfrialicd  for  want,  I>iii  fur  tlw 
intprvent^on  of  )[r.  Wisluutr  a  disUtot  rclntivi; 
of  Mi^  Luttrcll'^  n-bo,  hearing  vf  the  forlvni 
condition  of  the  young  widow,  most  kiiKil)' 
offered  her  an  asylum  bcncatli  lits  roof.  Mr. 
Wi^hart  (a  retired  uiercliont  in  ihv  Newfound* 
land  tmde,  who  had  known  (.'lam  a»  an  infant), 
t)io(igh  now  an  aged  man,  reliuning  the  warm 
ft«lin-2«  and  syinpatliie<i  of  youth,  did  hi»  Ix'^t 
Io  rci)d«r  his  young  relative  liappy;  and  hor 
(fcntic  temper  and  grateful  di^poniliDn  m}  won 
Ujwn  him,  that  he  publicly  announced  hie  inlen- 
tioii  of  providing  haiidroitiely  for  llie  nu>tlK-r, 
and  making  her  boj  Itis  hvir,  much  to  th« 
annoyanco  of  i^omc  nearer  relatione,  who  had 
fhoMn  to  consider  his  wealth  aa  their  own. 

Treated  with  all  kindness — surrounded  by 
p\-ery  comfort,  poor  Clara's  spirits  b^n  to 
revive;  and  tlie  amiles  with  which  she  greeted 
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her  benefactor,  though  too  soon  chased  away 
by  anxiety  for  her  child,  repaid  the  old  man 
for  his  care,  Mrs.  Morton  was  in  Paris  mak- 
ing the  best  use  of  her  grace,  her  tact,  and  her 
very  slender  jointure.  Of  Isabel,  Morton  had 
learnt  little,  eave  her  having  quitted  her  aunt 
before  her  departure  from  England.  Gifford 
believed  that  his  inend  had  made  no  further 
enquiries ;  and  no  observation  ever  fell  from 
Delaval's  lips  calculated  to  shake  this  opinion. 

"  Who  says  that  the  sun  never  shines  in 
England?"  asked  Mrs.  Gilford  gaily,  as  t-he 
nwe  to  exclude  its  glare  in  her  small,  but 
elegant  drawing-room. 

"  Not  I,"  answered  Delaval  forestalling  her 
purpose.  "  As  the  roads  now  are,  I  shall  be 
baked  to-morrow — my  complexion  ruined  and 
my  favorite  coat  destroyed.  As  well  turn 
dustman  at  once." 

"  But  then,  consider;  you  will  have  a  fort- 
night in  the  country  to  recruit,  and  will  return 
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refrcslicl  ami  iiivigoratL-d,"  rvmarkcd  his  fricndi 

looking  up  from  k  letter  which  h«  wac  writing: 
**  The  frcihiicsfl  mid  i<trcngth  of  a  vulgtu* 
clodhftuper,"  rfplieil  I>elA>'a)  di.-«ointente<lly. 

"Tou  Itad  n  taste  for  oouutrjr  clodbojipere 
&(tt  many  nioulh«  since.  Surety  70U  arc  oat 
^iii;^  to  turn  fine  gcntleniaii,  Morton;  it 
would  be  rather  lute  in  the  day," 
'""Imigbt  he  tempted  to  turn  anythbg  to 
get  out  of  thifl  plaguy  visit.  If  the  Fenton* 
had  been  one  iota  less  civil  to  tnc  when  Ul  and 
in  poverty,  no  pereuagions  should  have  induced 
me  to  accept  their  long  in\-ilation  to  attend  the 
cbristoning  of  their  youngest  bom.  To  be 
obliged  to  leave  town  just  in  the  height  of  the 
•ensoa — be  sunned  and  dusted  on  the  journey, 
and  horcd  at  its  tenninalion  V 
'  '""Ton  expressed  no  such  great  horror  of 
(his  visit  a  month  ago.' 

*'  Possibly  oot  i  but  who  can  be  expected 

in  this  moving  ora  to  keep  in  the  same  mind 
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fbr  fonr  whole  weeks?  I  am  tlie  locomotive 
engine,  not  the  sleeper.  Is  Bayley  going  to 
move  for  a  call  of  the  house  7" 

"^  I  hope  not  for  such  a  trumpery  motion." 

"  I  did  my  beat  to  persuade  him  thereunto." 

"  Then,  for  once,  I  Iiojre  your  eloquence 
Tailed,  Delaval." 

"  I  am  afraid  it  did." 

"  Such  a  patriot  ought  to  rejoice  in  failing 
to  make  one  of  your  country's  representativeB 
ridiculous." 

"  Pshaw  I  Gifford,  who  thinks  of  patriotii<ni 
when  it  interferes  with  their  own  wishes  ?  I 
am  too  much  out  of  humour  to  consider  »ny 
body  but  myself." 

'*  So  it  appears,"  answered  Gifford  drily. 
"  But  you  will  meet  pleasant  people  there — 
shall  you  not  ?"  he  continued,  looking  keenly 
at  his  friend,  hoping  to  ascertain  from  hix 
counteoaace  his  ignorance,  or  knowledge  of 
Lady  Colton's  forming  one  of  the  party. 

*'  Pleasant  people !  Umph  I  That  is  a  matter 


m^  otttfnV 

lof  m  §mAer  $oAu»- 
of  their  gOBMs  wmif  be 
tbe  mm^hmkL  IhAfn^trnj 
ntfoiy  aod  imeSBort  whm  I  k«  btkU 
M>  I  iWI  roaip  witk  tbr  rJnldmi :  and 
Wit  cams  IkiJr  3ibrtatt  to  gite  me  *  teMAB." 
■*  TWre,  Mt%.  Gifird;  iMTUig  ramped  tnr- 
•elf  taio  better  kanoor,  and  woa  yoor 
mothef^  hmrt  br  aoinagjmtr  bor,  I  JtaM 
drpirt  >t  MKT.  leaTtDg  nr  dHnKt«r  in  row 
hands  fur  defence,  if  Giffotrd  sbodd  be  ineliaed 
to  defaiDUiott.  1  hare  told  Laid  Erriogcoun 
that  bhouM  Dij  voice,  or  vote  be  needed,  I  irtU 
return  un  tbe  win^  of  tbe  wind." 

^  The  wingB  of  love  would  be  more  correct," 
obaenred  Gi&brd  somewhat  petltshl^,  aa  Dda- 
vaJ  dosed  the  door.  **  He  will  not  be  remlled 
-^1  kuTe  taken  care  of  that,  having  given  his 
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lordship  ft  lunt  how  matten  aire  going  on. 
DeUval  is  so  reetdate  to  take  hia  own  ooune ; 
or  one  might  get  him  sent  on  wme  foreign 
miasioii.'' 

"  For  which  be  might  thank  you  Uttle," 
observed  Susan  smiling. 

"  I  ahooid  not  count  upon  present  gratitude. 
It  does  annoy  me  to  think  that  such  a  noble, 
talented  being,  ehould  be  thrown  away  on  a 
mere  milk  and  water  beauty,  who  baa  not  the 
heart  to  lore  him  as  he  should  be  loved,  nor 
the  mind  to  comprehend  hia  higher  qualities. 
A  mean  man  would  never  have  forgiven  her 
jilting  bim ;  and  seusttive  as  he  is  to  excess 
on  some  points,  I  am  amazed  at  his  seeking 
her  hand?" 

'*  Are  you  certain,  Emest,  that  he  is  seek- 
ing her  band  ?" 

"  There  con  be  uo  doubt  of  that    Though 

aware  of  the  reports  in  drculatiun  he  is  with 

her  every  day,  sometimes  twice  a-day ;  and  if 

I  do  but  give  a  hint,  he   either  turns  it  off  in 
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widenl  aiibaiTMflment.  or  mectit  it  witli  Uic 
Dutne  prorotung.  qaict  smile  with  whidi  hr 
used  tu  encounter  Sir  ThonMS  Medlycott'# 
Dwoamvrei." 

*'  There  moBt  be  mocli  that  ia  ettimiilile  in'' 
Mrs.  Fkming;  or,  after  having  jilloi  him  u 
yoa  term  it,  Mr.  Delaval  would  abuii  Dot  mkIc 
Iier.     He  epealu  verj  touchingl)'  of  her  gcntle- 
nees.  and  devotion  to  ber  uhild." 

"  Ah  I  Susan,  there  u  your  mother'B 
oubducd  ftt  once ;   and  you  too  are  turning 
against  me." 

"  No,  dear  Ernest,  not  turning  against  you, 
only  Melting  to  reconcile  you  to  what  may 
be." 

"  What  shall  not  be,  il  I  con  help  it,  Susan. 
Do  you  think  DcUvol  known  of  Lady  Cidton'e 
being  at  Charlcuiont?" 

**  I  cannot  tcU  but  I  fancy  not ;  though 
he  ia  aware  of  her  being  Lady  Fen- 
toa'a  cousin.  Before  you  eutered  he  wn 
jeating  on  the  unaccouoUble  rajHtguance  which 
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tie  Mt  to  this  visit;  niid  tltc  prcwntiment  of 
aoau)  evil  whidi  it  to  ante  io  oonM([uence.^ 

"  Then  depend  upon  it  he  knew  tbnt  thv 
boy  wo*  to  bo  lady  Culto»'»  g<>dchil(l,  an  wdl 
as  his ;  or,  if  ignomnt  of  tliis,  liifl  <li3inclin(ition 
to  quit  Mr^  Fleming  i^  only  the  norc  «ue'- 
pieioua." 

"  Are  you  Dot  meeting  vexation  lialf  way  ? 
and  are  you  quite  certain  that  Lady  CAlton  is 
luch  a  woman  as  vronld  iiialce  Mr.  Delaral 
happy  ?  She  ia  rich,  hsndaome,  talented,  nay 
amiable ;  but  she  has  been  reared  in  society, 
and  for  society  ;  and  I  doubt  her  going  heart- 
in  heart  with  him  in  his  achcmcs  for  tlie  cotn- 
fort,  and  enlightenment  of  hia  tenantry." 

**  I  want  to  ensure  his  not  marrying  Mr*. 
Fleming." 

"  Yoo  have  beard  of  '  out  of  the  frying-pan 
into  the  fire,' "  nid  SuMin  laughing. 

**  You  arc  impcrtJncut,  Susan,  rejoined  her 
htubaud,  with  a  Hmilc,  "  and  for  once  sec  with 
other  eye*.      Delai'al'd    olo»o»e««    uiakeat   me 
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nwn  nupkioua,  he  never  Ukcti  to  ipcak  of 
Mrs.  Fletniu^,  nvr  iiukvd  of  any  of 
t'ouiUy,  sitKe  her  visit  to  Morton  Park: — Uie 
mishief  was  done  lli«».  And  therv  u  do  gct- 
liug  anythiug  out  of  Adiuiia,  tltough  he  looki 
M  if  he  kiiew  a  great  deal ;  and  i  onoe  caught 
him  niaktng  grvut  onquiriee  conccnting  all  the 
tribt^.  There  »  ouc  vuinfort,  ber  widow's 
itiouniing  cannot  be  over  for  ouiuc  moatlw  at 
leut;  and  Lady  Caltou  haa  a  good  uppur- 
tuniiy  of  trying  her  powers  at  Charleinont.'' 

*'  I  ani  glad  you  have  found  something  to 
comfort  you,  Kniest;  and  believe  me  the  best 
counc  for  your  \mpe»  Is  non^iuterveotion. 
Have  you  learnt  from  Ueimett  who  wrote 
thoM!  lines  with  whicli  Delavol  wad  so  mticb 
Btnick?" 

"  He  eun  tcU  me  no  more  than  that  they 
were  Bont  up  to  hira  by  a  clergyman  from  the 
south  of  England ;  and  are  the  production  of 
a,  young  lady,  whose  poverty  made  the 
dightctt  remuneration    acceptable.      He    bus 
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promised  to  learn  her  name,  if  posable,  from 
his  friend  for  Delaval,  who  eeems  strangely 
anxious  on  the  subject,  throwing  out  a  hint, 
though  it  was  immediately  withdrawn  in  some 
confueion,  of  running  down  to  seek  the 
aathoress." 

"  I  cannot  wonder  at  his  anxiety,  for  the 
lines  were  fiill  of  paesionate  feeling ;  and  the 
subject  being  the  return  of  an  exile  to  the 
home  of  his  childhood,  rendered  them  the  more 
touching  to  Mr.  Delaval,  as  shadowing  forth, 
in  some  alight  degree,  what  he  must  have  felt 
himself  on  returning  to  Morton  Park.  And 
the  second  piece  in  which  she  bids  adieu  to  all 
the  joya  of  earth,  save  the  hoping  and  praying 
for  the  happiness  of  one  loved  being,  whom 
she  can  never  behold  again,  was  still  more 
moving ; — the  sudden  outbnrst  of  a  fond  and 
noble  spirit,  bruised  but  not  crushed." 

"  They  were  touching,  I  admit,  and  Ben- 
net's  friend  asserts,  sent  without   her  consent 
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or  knowledge.  They  BCemed  wrilteo  witli 
tlie  heart,  not  with  Hk  band;  (tnd  Deluval 
thought  so  too,  for  h«  enclosed  her  »  hiind»ome 
offering  in  n  drlteAti-ly  worded  note  I  do  not 
believe  thnt  Mrs.  Fleming  could  inHkc  citt 
riiyme  with  mt,  or  Debiral  ■ppeured  m 
stnu^ly  earnest  when  speaking  to  Bennett, 
Hnd  80  confused  when  he  met  my  look  <tf 
wonder  timt  I  should  otherwise  hnro  suspected 
her  of  being  the  authoress ;  nnd  iierlkaps  he 
did  suspect  it,  for  love  ie  proverbially  blind. 
I  would  there  were  a.  second  Susan  EaMbopc — 
no  other  is  worthy  of  him," 

"Is  thii  love's  blindness?"  naked  Suaan 
arclily,  yet  with  «  tear  in  her  eye,  iis  »lie  bent 
fondly  over  her  hu8l>and. 

**  No^  it  is  reason's  truth.  Let  who  wili 
gninMy  it.  Your  sympathy  in  my  high  hopes 
whvn  we  first  met  h»s  helped  to  make  me  what 
I  am— one  who  has  the  hope  of  using  the  few 
talents  which  God  has  given  him  to  his  service. 
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and  the  good  uf  bin  fellow  men.  I  would  ttutt 
Dolnval  bad  such  a  sharer  in  hi«  lofty  afipiro- 
tions;  and  then  I  should  no  lunger  fear  Ititi 
relapsing  into  meie  indolent  good  nature." 

"  There  is  no  fear  of  that,  Ernest ;    be  a 
your  pupil  and  friend :  you  are  too  anxiom." 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Tbb  oordiality  of  Dckral'it  reception  skould 
have  rvcoDcilctl  hiin  to  the  post  suiming 
sim]  dtu^Dg,  and  cutninf;  boring ;  ukd  the 
PentOM  at  luast  pcrocirvd  no  coolnece  in 
ibeir  guest,  wIk>  hnd  recovered  sufficient  good 
humour,  or  sclf'-comiiund,  to  return  the  atten- 
tioD  of  bia  boet  and  hoetees  in  tbe  same  kindly 
spirit  in  wbicb  tbey  were  offered.  Tbe  blusb, 
with  which  Lady  Calton  greeted  him  rouwd 
the  envy   of  some    of   her    admirGn,   whilst 
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Delaval'a  involimtary  look  of  aurpriae  would 
have  coQTinced  Giffbrd,  had  he  beheld  it, 
of  hie  friend's  ignorance  of  her  ladyship's 
presence. 

"  How  does  your  new  governess  suit  ?"  en- 
quired one  of  the  party  of  Lady  Fenton, 
when  the  servants  had  left  the  room  after 
dinner. 

"  Very  tolerably,  I  think.  She  is  quiet,  and 
not  presiuning ;  ready  to  take  advice,  and  do 
every  thing  that  I  desire;  and  moreover  the 
diildren  are  very  fond  of  her,  and  no  longer 
think  their  leseoos  a  task.  She  is  very  young, 
BO  I  hope  to  teach  her  my  own  quiet  way." 

*'  For  the  children's  sake,  I  hope  not," 
thought  Delaval,  as  he  gknced  at  the  pretty, 
bnt  mindless  being  beside  him. 

"  She  looks  very  delicate,"  observed  another 
of  the  guests.  "  I  should  fear  her  going  into 
a  consumption." 

"  I  hope  not :  should  there  be  any  symptoms 
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"  I  forget  her  name :  the  wife  of  some  poor 
country  curote,"  replied  the  Baronet'a  lady 
loftily. 

"  la  not  ehe  very  young  ?" 

"  Yea ;  and  ther^ore  the  more  willing  to  do 
as  I  desire." 

"  Ib  she  clever  ? 

"  Quite  clever  enough  for  oe ;  we  don't  want 
onr  girls  to  be  taught  all  the  onomiea  and 
ologiea ;  that  b  not  the  sort  of  thing  to  get 
them  huBboads — is  it  Delaval  T  observed  Sir 
Jdio.     "  No  nse  in  making  ^rla  learned." 

^  Don't  look  to  me  for  an  ally  in  this 
matter,"  anawered  Dekval  laughing,  amused 
at  his  hoet's  honest  and  open  contempt  for 
learning.  "  As  you  bestow  the  highest  cul- 
ture on  your  fields,  so  would  I  do  the  same  on 
the  human  mind.  There  are  moral  tares,  as 
well  ad  botanical" 

"  Hey !  DeUval,  is  that  you  ?  Why  you 
never  thought  this  till  you  were  obliged  to 
trust  to  your  own  exertions  for  independence  j 
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tkcforc  thnt  you  only  titoiiglit  how  you  could 
[Nuu  (mnforlnbly  ihrougli  life  witb  little 
troubla" 

"  A  prrHif  tliat  I  knew  ntrt  then  the  value 
of  tl>c  weallli  ciilru»teil  to  my  care,  and  de- 
scn-al  to  \x  (loprivcd  of  it." 

Sir  John  h>okccI  ii  little  jiiizzicd  at  thb 
ro|>ly ;  whilst  ii  lady  I^wk  up  the  <;onvfn«tioD. 

"  I  tlon't  think  you  will  liitO  your  present 
governcs*  over  Iwrned ;  to  my  mind,  ithe  looks 
very  stopid.* 

"  Stupid!  with  those  f]>cakiiig  eyee,  and 
that  bright  intelligent  look  when  interested." 
obeorved  Mr.  lluUis,  Lady  Fcnton'a  younger 
brotlicr,  apcakiug  with  confldcniUv  warmth. 

**  I  have  not  bad  the  honor  of  interesting 
the  young  lady,  na  Mr.  Hol1i«  has,"  rejoined 
Mnt.  llnuBon  MrcHAtiadly,  for  young  Ilollis 
wM  rich,  and  »lie  had  wooed  lum  in  vain  m 
proxy  for  her  daugbtc-r.  '■  To  me.  .ihe  ap- 
peared plain,  stupid,  and  awkwnrd." 

*'  There  ia  no  awkwardness  about  tier,  how- 
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ever.  She  may  be  a  little  too  thin,  and  over 
pate ;  hut  I  never  beheld  a  more  graceful 
person,"  observed  voung  ISIurch,  a  good-looking 
vaurien.  "  If  you  had  said  that  she  was  as 
proad  as  Lucifer  I  should  have  agreed  witli 
you.  I  did  but  pay  her  a  compliment  the 
other  day,  and  she  drew  herself  up  like  Juno ; 
as  if  a  man  might  not  say  a  pretty  thing  to 
a  pretty  woman." 

"  Take  my  advice,  and  pay  her  no  more 
compliments,  or  you  may  have  \ash  on  your 
back.  I  won't  have  the  poor  girl  worried," 
remarked  Sir  John,  half  in  jest,  and  half  in 
earnest. 

"  ^Miitt  has  Nash  got  to  do  with  her  5*  en- 
(luired  young  Hollis. 

"  She  is  liis  sister's  friend  ;  and  lie  not  only 
recommended  ber,  but  is  over  bead  and  care  in 
love  with  her — that  is  alL" 

"  NH!>h  c.in't  marry ;  he  has  nothing  but  hie 
curacy." 

"  Don't  yoti  fancy  that;   he  has  been  pro- 
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mised  the  next  (>re«(!iit»tion  t4>  tbc  living,** 
i^pltct)  Sir  JoJiii,  not  very  much  upproniig  of 
his  brother-iD-LtwV  inaiintT. 

*'  And  in  die  over  licad  and  ears  in  Ktvo  witli 
him ''"  enquired  Murcb  car«le«aly. 

*'  I  Hll^XlfiO  BO," 

"  I  hope  wc  ehaW  see  ihU  grareful,  jmiud, 
and  loveable  young  lady  in  tlie  ercntn^," 
obeened  unolher  gentleman. 

"  No,"  repli«(J  Lndy  Fenton  with  a  dignified 
air,  ae  ihough  ehe  were  uttering  maxima  m 
wise  aa  those  of  Confuciue.  *'  t  never  nf^irove 
of  governcoaco  in  the  drawing-rooin— tJieir 
place  18  the  school-rooiii ;  iind  then;  one  con 
rfiow  thein  civility  and  kindn«t«,  wilhuut  the 
fear  of  earning  tticni  to  foi^ct  their  MAtion ; 
bnt  to  have  theui  in  tlic  mloon  i«  awkwanl  fur 
ei'ety  body ;  for  no  one  knows  how  to  behave 
lo  thetn,  and  awkward  for  theniHelvc^  too,  poor 
things.  I  am  sure  I  pity  them  very  mtich  ;  it 
must  be  bo  uttpleasuit  to  be  a  bctwizt  and 
between,  ndther  lady  nor  eervant.     I  always 
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take  care  that  they  have  every  thing  which 
they  can  require  in  their  proper  places ;  but  I 
never  intrude  them  among  my  guests,  unleae 
we  want  them  to  make  up  a  quadriUe,  or  eome- 
thing  of  that  sort.  It  is  very  disagreeable 
at  Lady  Honiton's ;  ahe  absolutely  treats  her 
govemesB  like  a  friend  and  equaL  A  person 
who  teaches  for  hire  and  receives  wages." 

"  A  person  who  instructs  children,  of  which 
their  mothers   are  incapable;  and  who  dearly 

earns  whatever  she  may  obtain,  which  is  more 

than  the  drones  of  society  can  assert,"  observed 

Delaval  drily. 

"  I  am  always  particularly  careful  to  be  kind 

to  my  governesses,"  rejoined  Lady  Fentoa  still 

more  loftily. 
"  Kind  to  the  betwixt  and  the  between. 

Poor  governess !"  thought  Delaval,  as  the  ladiec' 

quitted  the  room. 

As  there  was  nu  dancing,  the  8er\4cc8  of  the 

governess  were  not  required ;   and  as  Dcla^'al, 

purely  by   accident   of  course,  always   found 
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hinvrir  P«ai«d  by  Lady  CalUin,  wbo  exerted 
her  vluilc  puwcn  of  convcnwcioD  tu  omitei: 
litm :  be  wm  too  tuucb,  unci  too  i^^-catiK* 
uccu|>icd  in  parrying  her  Hdlie»,  or  diFftuting 
her  pUyfitI  aHcrtione,  to  bcrtaw  much  thought 
on  tlie  hat,  «e  Murch  had  christcoed  the  betwixt 
mnd  l>clweca  in  irony.  Tlie  next  dav  r<>iind 
Lndv  Cnlton  aa  componionalile  and  dcliglilfiil ; 
and  Sir  Jolin  and  his  Udj'  exchanged  lugnifi- 
cimt  uid  coi^ratuUtor)'  looks  behind  DelnvnTs 
buck. 

*'  Oh !  there  ore  the  children  whuiu  I  have 
not  yet  «eci) ;  for  yeaterday  f  vnu  told  lh«y 
were  oul.  I  niiirt  go  nn<i  hiivc  a  romp  nnlh 
(heui,~  cried  Dvlaval,  a«  he  wtuf  rvtumin*;  frum 
the  farm  with  Sir  John  through  the  shrubbery. 

'*  Ah!  6a,  whilst  I  go  and  epcak  to  the 
biiiliS*.     IIoIIIb  and  Murch  do  you  come  with 
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"  No ;  wc  will  wait  for  you  hwe." 

The  ehiiilrvn,  hoy*  and  girU,  delighted  at 

seeing   thoir    old   playfellow,   crowded    round 
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Delaval,  whilst  Murcb  niid  llullix  paid  tbetr 
devours  to  the  governess,  who,  »tuiu)i»g  k  tittle 
apart,  bilod  lo  attract  Morton'if  attention,  till 
it  WM  siuMonly  artiuttcd  by  n  remark  from 
HgUi«. 

"  Ar«  yoD  ill,  Mim  May?"  he  (inquired 
with  anxiety. 

IX;lavaI  luukcl  up  at  the  name.  l«alM.'l  wa» 
before  him  pale  and  Oj^tatetl ;  nut  the  bright, 
aaiiuatcil  beiug  hv  hai.1  luRt  beheld,  wlien  plead- 
ing for  hie  pity  ;  but  thin,  worn,  and  luiggnrd, 
bearing  strong  traces  of  recent,  if  not  present 
auflvring. 

"  leabcl !"  he  exclaimed  ae  he  t>praug  tu  hef 
«ide. 

It  wae  only  one  word ;  but  the  lone — it  told 
of  wore  than  eurpriae — of  more  than  mere 
pleasure :  it  toU  of  having  found  tliat  which 
Iwd  been  lost,  and  eagerly  soiiglit  for. 

"  Good  heavens !   you  are  ill,"  he  ooDtinucd 
I  with  tender  anxiety. 

^B  VIlU    IIL  M 
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**'  Ob !   DO—  well — qxatK  wrU*  ebe  rvplicd  in 
■  bairied  tBaaner,  whlxinviBg  Cran  hi*  *U[h 
the  kuHl  wludi  bad  been 


lilcen  ntber  than  c>6^Ted ;  and  wboae  trentliling 


re^calwi  her  eujutiott.  "  The  day  U  bo 
I  have  had  a  ton^  w-aDc;  and  tout  sudden  ap- 
pearanoc  overcame  m«  for  ihe  insumi.  Wc 
hare  nnt  met  Mooe — '  she  jiauwd  an  inirtanl, 
iben  added — *'  ^ince  rojr  pnor  ooaain'a  datiL 
I  am  myedf  again  now," 

"  A  very  altered  eelf,"  ofaeervcd  Delanl 
burt  nt  her  manner,  still  mora  than  grieved  at 
her  ftale  cheelu.  tier  first  glance  as  hv  uttered 
licr  name,  h«  huil  fancied  indicntiw  uf  jnyful 
ftuqiriBc ;  but  now  her  demeanour,  if  not  alev 
lutely  repulsive,  was  reserved  and  oonetraincd. 
Tlie  grateful  fmukne»^  of  the  ^rl  had  departed ; 
Aiid  the  «clf  command  of  llie  woman  which 
had  leplaccd  it,  coinpenmted  bat  ill,  u 
Morton's  mind,  for  thv  warmth  of  fonuer 
dnys. 
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"  Yea ;  I  am  vary  much  altered,"  she  replied 
in  the  same  measured  tone  without  looking 
up. 

'*  And  not  for  the  better  in  my  opinion," 
o(Mitinued  Delaval  more  and  more  hurt 

*'  I  have  only  lately  recovered  from  a  severe 
illneee,"  she  rejoined,  applying  all  his  remarks 
to  her  changed  appearance,  and  not  her 
changed  manner, 

"  Yes,  Miss  May ;  and  you  are  looking 
very  iU  now.  Doctor  Potter  says  you  must 
be  careful  of  yourself,  or  it  may  turn  to  con- 
sumption, and  that  would  be  very  distressing 
for  both  of  us :  it  is  such  a  chance  my  getting 
■  governess  to  suit  me  so  well.  You  had 
better  go  in  directly,  and  take  a  glass  of  wine, 
or  a  little  jelly.  Just  come  here,  Mr.  Delaval ; 
I  want  to  consult  you  about  a  new  conserva' 
tory,"  eeid  Lady  Fenton,  who,  having  shown 
what  she  considered  an  immense  deal  of  kind- 
ness to  her  governess,  thought  herself  entitled 
M  3 
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"ttt  command  the  attention  of  h«r  guNl.  "■  I 
saw  iron  here  and  crossed  tlie  lawn  on  jiarpnse 
to  obtun  your  opinion.  Don't  you  titink  thai 
thiH  would  tie  a  good  fHMiion  r<>r  tt?°  i>h« 
demanded,  ItnTtng  OMirted  oft'  Dr-hivnl  a»  «h<T 
dcdira).  '    '■■ 

■('■*'  Yea;  very  good,"  he  re[di«d,  looking  nfu-r 
TtabeL 

"  I  WM  nut  nn-arc  that  you  knew  n^ 
govcmeae,"  obeerved  Lady  Penlon  with  dig- 
nity, [narl:ing  hiA  non-attention  to  her  quety. 

"  She  is  Mrs.  Morton's  neioe," 

'*  BlcBS  me !  ii«  that  jiot«iblc  ?  I  would  not 
hfve  taken  her  on  any  areonnt  if  I  imd  known 
U;  l>ut  I  ihmiglit  all  n-ao  right,  n«  Mr.  NiuJi 
recommended  Iior.  For  your  sake,  she  iKhall 
not  remain  a  minute  in  my  house  aAer  I  have 
procured  a  person  to  fill  her  Kituntioii.'^ 

"  For  my  sake,  Lady  Fenton,  «.■•  well  n»  for 
"your  own,  and  Miss  May's,  I  beg  «J>e  may 
'Venuiin  as  long  aa  agreeable   to  youn>«lf  and 
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her.  I  have  knowa  her  t'rum  a  child ;  anU  can 
voHoh  i'or  her  being  a,  very  different  pereon 
from  tke  re«t  of  her  faiiiUy." 

"Oh!  that  alters  the  case.  Since  you  de- 
aire  it  ahe  shall  oertuinly  stay ;  and  I  will  take 
care  that  she  shall  have  wine  and  jelly,  or 
whatever  Dootor  Potter  prescribes  every  day. 
It  is  very  incoavement  to  have  a  aok 
govemeee." 

"  Inoonvenient  to  have  a  sick  goveraess  V 
mattered  DelavaL 

Lady  Caltoa  alone  caught  the  muttered 
words — the  curling  lip,  and  the  look  that  lin- 
gered still  on  the  door  through  which  Isabel 
had  just  entered  the  house. 

"  I  shall  see  her  to-morrow,"  thought  Dela- 
val,  B8  he  roused  himself  to  attend  to  Lady 
Fenton's  plans. 

Delaval  was  mistaken  :  he  neither  saw  her 
on  the  morrow,  nor  on  the  day  after  the 
morrow.  She  was  too  ill  to  leave  her  room. 
Lady  Fenton  said,  in  answer  to  his  questions, 
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»i}diiig  tit  n  querultHit!  tone,  ^'  I  Iiupe  i4te  i^ 
hiit  going  to  hftTft  the  iofltHMtiM,  nr  iKc 
scarlet  frrcr,  whicli  ttru  hotli  prevalent  in  ilto 
neifcl)'^urh(vx).  She  «ocin«i  to  hiivc  m  girnt 
clUtni'lination  to  e«o  a  medical  nuin:  tint  1 
^all  consult  Doctor  Potter,  and  leant  whrthvr 
he  thinkt  thorc  is  any  daiig:cr;  and  if  m>  |f<H 
her  out  of  llic  house  at  once.  It  is  very  [»«>- 
voklng.  A}k  hna  not  l>ccn  with  me  lonfi;  and 
li  w  *o  very  tiresome  to  have  an  ailinft 
guverneas." 

DeUval  asked  no  further  queedoD8  ot'  tat 
fiMtean;  but  Adaros  was  sent  twiee  a-diiy  to 
enquire  after  the  health  of  MUa  Mar,  to 
which  enquiries  very  i>olite  repliea  were 
return*^,  puqiorting  that  ^(im  Mav  vntf 
1>Cttcr ;  l>ut  lutd  not  yet  qniticd  her  rooiii. 

On  th«  sueeceding  morning  the  liltn^ 
ehurcli  wftM  fbll  of  the  gay  clmsteuing  i«rty ; 
but  Detavarx  engrr  eye  »otiglit  Irahcl  in  vain. 
She  was  not  tlierv,  nor  witli  the  children  after- 
wanb  OQ  the  liin-n;   but  m  he   VM   handing 
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Lady  Calton  iato  dinner,  an.  office  which  the 
Fcntons  generally  contrived  that  he  should 
perform,  he  had  the  mortification  of  seeing 
her  CT068  the  lawn  for  a  quiet  evening 
walk;  and  the  greater  mortification  of  hearing 
tluit  Mr.  Nash,  the  good-4ouking  young  curate 
and  tutor,  had  been  admitted  to  an  Interview. 

"  She  can  see  others,  though  she  will  not 
Bee  me,"  thought  Morton  Delaval,  giving  Lady 
Calton  a  contrary  answer.  "  She  Ehall  hear 
me  once,  and  then — at  all  events  she  must  not 
frtay  here  to  endure  Lady  Fenton's  kindness." 

The  next  morning,  when  dressing,  he  navi 
her  trom  his  window  in  the  garden ;  hut  not 
alone.  Mr.  Nash  was  beside  her,  and  his 
manner  fully  confirmed  Sir  John's  assertion 
that  he  WBfl  over  head  and  ears  in  love  with 
her.  Isabel's  face  waa  turned  away ;  but  he 
saw  her  shake  hands  with  her  companion  with 
the  animated  warmth  with  which  she  had  once 
met  and  parted  with  himself.  Then  she  wan 
only    changed    to    him — to    others    she   atill 
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mtoined  w  of  ol<].  He  was  burt— uflcnd^-tl 
nt  tlie  mnTicd<n) :  imtl  rc«olTixl  to  put  oB'  liia 
inteiKled  iuton-iow  till  the  Pucccedinp;  ilay. 
Ilia  niirtli  wm  farced — his  nwimer  fitful ;  but 
there  were  no  Icocn  obecrvcn  pn»eol,  cxti'irt! 
Lady  Calton;  and  oven  she  was  rmimwIuiI 
punded  to  read  hU  tiieiuung.  • 

rt'Tfac  Qctt  day  he  wait  obligod  to  attead  Sir 
John  to  look  at  some  nlivep ;  aod  (lie  day  nfter 
that  was  caniod  ofl'  by  the  hulica  lu  look  at 
some  ruins.  Well,  it  could  not  nutter.  Isabel 
had  declined  seeing  him  fur  tlic  present  im  the 
plea  of  health.  Hive  iind  closed  her  reply  to 
ilia  note  with  many  wami  wishes  for  his  bappi- 
OCM,  and  congmtulationa  on  bU  fame ;  but  still 
H-was  evident  tluit  she  would  aToid  a  meeting 
if  die  could.  vVnd  how  could  be  axprcEB  in 
writing  half  of  what  he  wished  to  say  :  chilled 
luid  piqued  as  be  was  by  ber  altered  maitiKi'  ? 
The  achool-room  department  wa^  at  the  other 
end  of  the  bouse ;  and  he  never  chane«d  to  en- 
counter Isabel  on  the  stairs,  or  in  the  garden. 
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'*''Up  with  yoa,  DeUvalJ  Uio  j^oung  profile 
mn  nusing  n  qiudrUle.  Lead  out  Lady  C'alldiu" 
said  Sir  John  with  glc«,  he  having  ui  mftcciid 
plcMnrti  in  Kcing  otliora  mcrty,  wfaicb  viati 
lie  oonRidered  synonymous  with  happy,  w  maril 

Lndy  Calton  was  standing  so  near  that  to 
have  made  any  objection  would  havu  been 
abaolate  rudeness;  but  the  listless  air  with 
which  Delaval  rasa  to  obey  the  conunaiid  was 
by  no  means  fiattcnn)t;  to  the  lady. 

Aa  the  circle  was  lomiing,  Dclavnl  Iwl  her 
ladyship  to  the  dmiccrs  without  giunctnf;  at  the 
musician ;  atid  tJie  set  wiu  half  ooncluded  hv 
fore  he  became  awnrc,  from  an  ob*err.ition  of 
Uttrch's,  that  Isabel,  though  Mtiffcring  from  a 
violent  hcad-oche,  hnd  l;ecD  ordered  down,  ns 
lie  termed  it,  by  Lady  Fcnton  to  take  her 
fttadoo  at  the  piana 

Delaval  had  the  instant  before  been  com- 
pelling himself  to  reply  to  Lady  Caltoa  witli 
corresponding  gaiety ;  but  on  hearing  this  be 
turned  suddenly  to  leabel^-tbcir  uyca  met  for' 
If  5 
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nn  instant,  nod  thvn  her  face  >ra»  bent  on  tlic 
muMC  before  her.  Wh&t  ii  volumv  of  Mulncv)' 
Ami  aorrow-  of  tlie  licari'it  bitter  auguiaJi  in 
that  one  lightning  glance '. 
"'  "  A  waltz  1  a  waltz !  strike  off  into  a  vraKi:  T" 
fxcliumed  one  of  the  dan««ra  ere  the  last 
([Ufulrillc  vraa  condudcd. 

llie  ptilc  rnugtcian  compiled  in  Hilencc.  It 
wM  a  (itiick  And  spirited  Oeruuui  waltz ;  uit) 
the  quicker  and  wilder  that  |nlc  muMciao 
played,  the  quicker  and  wilder  grew  the  niore- 
menl«  of  the  dancers,  to  the  great  muusentent 
of  8ir  John,  till,  aa  tlie  last  whirling  and 
panting  couple  alaggered  weary  and  giddy  to 
their  Beats,  Isabel's  fingers  refused  to  periorm 
their  <yEBcc,  and  passing  one  hand  ncixws  her 
eyes  to  clear  them  from  the  dtuineu  which 
oppressed  her,  nhe  sank  gently  back  in  the 
mnsic  chair,  overcome  with  her  late  exertion. 

"  Brmvo  I  bnvo,  Jliss  May  1  that  ia  some- 
thing like.  Here,  lake  a  fuin<lwich,  and  a  glaii* 
of  wine.     I  9e«  you   Are  quite  exlinualed,"  «- 
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cLniiocd  the  good  natured  l^nr  John,  wltu  wim 
iilwfty^e  for  cratniniDg  his  guests  am  ku  di4j)u« 
boiule.  ,  ,., 

ImIic)  took  the  wioe  with  «  forced  uitUv  Ktr 
ihauke,  iitfltdul  of  wonU,  nod  ilieo,  leaving  the 
piano,  sought  a  seat  in  n  quiet  conMr,  till  hor 
eenrkee  should  be  again  required. 

Be&eehinGnts  were  handed  round — the  late 
wild  wollzeni  broke  u{>  into  gTx>u|w ;  and  Mur- 
Um  took  It  sent  by  loabel.  She  did  oot  look 
up  at  his  approach,  but  he  could  see  that  she 
was  very  pale ;  and,  as  he  faucic<l,  resolute  to 
maintain  the  <Ug]iifiv<l  reserve  which  IiiuJ  m> 
chilled  him.  I1ic  prcMliioe  of  utliers  compel- 
lod  bim  to  a  certain  show  of  solf-cominand ; 
but  there  was  a  tremor,  a  depth  in  his  voice 
which  thrilled  through  the  fraute  of  hia  hearer. 
,  ,  "It  is  not  here— it  is  not  thus  that  I 
expected  to  meet  you,  iBabcl,**  he  l>e|i;!m  ab- 
ruptly, aware  that  the  clamour  of  twngutw  al 
the  other  end  of  the  room  would  prevent  his 
b«ii^  OT^heard.     "  You  say  you  are  better ; 
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and  you  ee»  otliera — why  will  you  Doi  lee  nvo? 
1  have  iDucli  to  t«ll  yuu.  I  would  talk  of  th« 
jWAt— 1  would  speculfttv  of  the  future" 
rri  **  And  I  would  forget  tlio  pMt;  it  is  too 
painful,"  answered  Isabel  alowty,  as  if  it  re- 
quired an  ex«rtion  to  koe{>  her  voice  steady. 

"  And  the  future  ?"  uked  Delaval  piqued 
at  her  reserve. 

**  Let  it  reveal  it^f." 

"  And  you  would  forget  all  the  pta^  leabcl  7" 
quite  all?  Vee,  I  »cc  that  you  would,"  be 
added  with  r  sudden  flush  of  possioa,  as  he 
looked  on  tier  hand;  And  saw  that  tltc  ring 
whiuh  he  Iiud  j^vcn,  and  which  slie  hwl  pro- 
mised should  never  be  removed  frunt  her  Gnger 
was  no  longer  thvre. 

It  see^ied  that  she  gueaaed  his  Uiouglit ;  for 
the  hand  woa  suddeoty  covered  then  bared 
again,  as  if  to  convince  him  of  the  truth  of  his 
■uf^XMiUon;  and  tlicrc  whs  a  pauav  of  aonic 
uomeuts  bvforc  (lie  rcphud. 

"  1  can  never  foi^t  Mr.  Delaval's  kindness; 
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ma  h«  mirtb  «Tcr  tixim  Ihy  bMit  wishM  for '  bi* 
hnpfHiiom.*' 

"  I  priae  not  mjch  wiahes  bo  ooltlly  deHTered. 
What  luiv«  I  <l(>nc  that  you  will  nut  meet  me 
with  th«  WHimlh  of  oltI««  times?"  """I 

"  I  wa«  tiMni  )mt  a  girl,  I  sm  now  a  woman : 
And  what  wan  filttng  io  one  would  hut  ill  be- 
coinv  the  otlier." 

"  A  woiimnr  he  repented  I)i(t«rly.     *'  Ai 
I  d«rttincd  to  tuitm  a  eei^ond  ttnio  that  woman 
and  IWWhfHjd  are  synonymous."  '  '^■ 

"  Oht  no.  I  coutd  never  be  false  to-i-^"'**- 
cUimcd  Itinbi-I  wamdy,  then  checkbig  herself 
nbroptly,  «bv  continued  in  her  former  mcmturtd 
tfflW:  "  Tline  changes  all  things."  -  •" 

"  leabel  May  among  tlie  number,"  obeorved 
Morton  with  bittcriie«B,  tJie  glow  which  her 
fimt  iiiiick  words  had  awakened,  fading  aw«y 
a*  rfie  concluded  the  sentence.  "  Well,  If  it 
muift  bo  to — so  be  it  then,"  he  added  with  « 
"  Bat  why  do  I  «ee  yoa  hWe,  tt  dtopea- 
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dnt  nn  the  caprice  tif  atnugen  ?    Why  did 
you  not  rntlicr  apply  to  mc  Y" 
"ImiKiMiblcr 
'■■  Why  ini]KiMiblc  if     You  kiiww   out   wimt 
you  may  have  to  endure" 
iiH  Ilia\-e  bci-a  prftctisod  id  vnduntDcc  vincc 
vre  iMirted." 

**  It  «h«U  nvt  bo,  Imhcl— you  shall  itnt 
mniiin  here.  You  wntdicd  uvcr  iiiy  unclov 
and  Ik  confiilod  vuu  t<i  my  carr.  I  will  be 
your  frien<l — your  brother  at  Ivast,  if  you  will 
not  penuit  Die  to  be  more,  tw  I  ilveirc" 

**  Moro !"  repeated  Isabel,  aliiuxtt  udcud* 
«eiouely. 

"  Yea  moro^inr  more,  dou-  Imbcl,  if  you 
will  fpve  me  the  rij^ht  to  protect  yoo,"  ex- 
claimed Dclnval  L-agcrly,  won  back  to  hope  by 
this  involuntary  re]>ctitiDn,  and  her  lightuing 
glanee  of  wondering  joy.  '**  Speak  ta  me — 
«y_- 

"  Cooic   along,   Dclaval  ;     I   want  you   to 
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ezpkin  to  Tbroxton,  how  they  haniesa  the 
horses  in  Grermany." 

"  I  will  come  in  a  minute,  Sir  John." 

"  You  mu»t  come  directly ;  for  Throxton 
wants  to  go  home.  Misa  May  will  excuse 
your  complimenting  her,"  cried  the  peremptory 
Baronet. 

Delavftl  would  have  reusted ;  but  his  host's 
brawny  hand  was  on  his  arm;  and  he  was 
obliged  to  submit,  and  that  too  without  saying 
another  word  to  IsabeL  When  he  would  have 
r^oined  her,  after  tiying  in  vain  to  make  the 
stupid  Throxton  comprehend  German  collars 
and  German  horses,  she  was  no  where  to  be 
wen. 

"  You  will  have  no  more  flirting  with  the 
betwixt  and  between  to-night,  for  Lady 
Fenton  has  sent  her  off  to  bed,  because  she 
was  looking  as  white  and  shaky  as  a  mould  of 
blanc-manger,and  she  was  afnud  of  her  having 
the  scarlet  fever  or  some  such  tlung ;  and  it  is 
so    troublesome    to    have    a    governess     ill,'' 


mcwtim- 


obeerved  yooog  Miirch,  who  wu  vxccctliogly 
aaacytd  al  lt»hcV»  atultliu)  Jcinrlan^  , 

"  'IN>-umm>w  I  will  nt-v  her,"  aaii  TJcJavaJ  ttf 
UnuelTi  but  Uic  inormw  fuund  hliu  on  )u9. 
road  to  Loadon. 

The  poet  came  in  at  Charleinout  in  the 
vvvaing ;  and  when  De)a%'al  retired  to  reel,  a 
l«tt«r  waa  ]>hic«d  in  hu<  haDds  which  artf 
tuxavl  all  bi»  prcrioiu  {iliuu.  lltitt  Icttvr  wa« 
wklrwwd  to  Adanw,  but  iu  coitiauts  werv  Mudi 
00  to  induce  bis  maetcr  to  order  |io6t  hones  to 
hi«  curriage  at  five  o'cloclt  on  the  following 
luuruiug. 

A  note  waa  left  with  the  butler  for  Sir 
John,  ooDtaining  apologies  for  this  midden 
flight  to  London,  with  promim  of  a  spoedy 
retuni ;  and  a  longer  note  to  Isabel,  containing 
all  this,  and  perhaps  something  more,  was 
confided  by  Adams  to  the  care  of  the  onder 
nuTrieniaid,  who  engaged  to  ddivor  it  aafely; 
but  somehow  or  other  the  under  nunaeraaid 
got    flirting    with    the   under    fuolmau— ttucb 
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accHeaU  will  occur  in  &e  beet  ngulitoil 
houBeholdB — and  the  note  waa  forgotten  at  tb« 
time,  and  mlMeqnently  lost ;  so  that  Isabel 
was  left  to  coDJectore  what  caoae  she  |^eaaed 
for  Delaval's  strange  departure.  Of  ooiffse 
Lady  Fenton  never  thought  of  nfnii'ng  to  her 
governess  lus  promiBe  of  a  speedy  return. 
That  governess  was  hired  to  teach  the  children, 
and  take  her  meals  in  the  schoolroom: — what 
ooidd  she  have  to  do  with  the  movements  of 
one  of  Lady  Fenton's  most  recherche  guests  ? 

By  travelling  all  night,  and  without  intet^ 
mission,  Morton  Delaval  arrived  in  London 
at  an  early  hour  on  the  eucoeeding  morning. 
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**  Dblatai.]    Why  when  did  yoo  roiitnt?* 
exrlaiincd  GiffinnJ  in  mrpriw.  etaxtin^  up  froMj 
Us  brt-akfaet  table  to  wc-loontC  his  fricml. 

"  bm  this  ineUDt.  Giffwnl,  after  travelling 
all  ni^t." 

*'  And  what  can  bare  brouji^  tuu  IiwJe 
before  yoiir  time  ?  Did  yon  not  receive  my 
letter  saying  that,  as  there  vriu  nothii)^  iin- 
portani  before  tlie  bouse,  yoor  presence  vould 
not  he  needed  for  a  fortnight  at  least  V 

"  1  did.  and  iinderatood  ita  meaning :  ami 
^yet  I  luu  b«n>.     Mj  \-int  t«  nut  to  you  ihoi^fa, 
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SO  I  can  excuse  your  scanty  welcome;  my 
visit  is  to  your  wife.  Mrs.  GifTord  will  you 
do  me  a  favor  ?  Will  you  show  kinduess  to  a 
widow  and  a  mother?  But  you  will  I  am  sure 
—  I  need  but  ask  you." 

"  Most  assuredly.  Ask,  what  you  will  of 
Ernest  or  myself,  and  count  on  it  as  if  done. 
We  owe  our  happiness  to  you,"  answered  Susan 
warmly. 

"  Thank  you,  Mrs.  Gifford ;  and  now  to 
the  purpose  of  my  visit,  for  tliere  is  no  time 
to  waste.  Mr.  Wishart  it  seems  died  suddenly 
on  the  morning  of  my  departure ;  and  having 
n^lected  to  make  a  will  in  favor  of  Mrs. 
Fleming  and  her  boy,  as  he  had  fully  intended, 
the  whole  of  his  property  goes  to  a  nephew,  of 
worse  than  indifferent  character,  who  has 
announced  his  intention  of  annoying  that  lady 
as  much  as  he  can." 

"  Did  Mrs.  Flenung  iafomi  you  of  this?" 
enquired  Gifford  with  assumed  indifference. 

"  No ;  I  learned  it  from  Adams,"  answerecl 
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hie  friend,  tununj;;  rotiiul  with  <ne   uf 
iiuiet    uniW     wluch    Uifiunl    foniKl   >m    [iro- 
n)king. 

'ij    *^  liulcol !    mad    how   dnl   Itc  lUNinirc    tlu« ' 
Jmow  ledger 

'   *'  By  neaos  of  a  letter  frotn  Mr».  FteaiingV 
uuud.      H«ve  you    aay    furthor    quwlion*    u> 

ABkr 

"  I  would  aak  what  you  purpoee  duin^,  only 
you  tniglit  <lc*Mi>  it  im{H;rtii>cnt." 
>i*'  Hot  at  all,  a«  it  wait  my  iwrpoM.'  to  tdl 
you-  Wlicthcr  I  hold  your  lady  thu  hcttcr 
inaitnerod  of  the  two,  I  am  not  caUed  an  to 
4leclftrc.  To  save  Mrs.  Fleming  from  annoy- 
aiicc,  it  la  needful  that  elie  should  remove 
iiumediately  ;  and  to  take  her  to  my  house 
would  be  to  funuah  Enieat  Giffbrd  and  his 
brother  gud6i|M  witli  more  food  for  acaudal  | 
ihan  ia  abftolutdy  re<|uiait«." 
.»i"  So  I  aliould  tliink,"  ol>M^ved  GiiTord  aj4id«. 

**:  I  utead    therefore  to    |>lacc  her  in  the 
bouec  ucxl  you,   which  1  «e«  ia  rtilt  vatfaut 


TAB  BtMCTANT. 


Ml 


j>ou,  Giffbrd,  go  anil  cngit{>c  H  tar  nie 
on  the  be«t  terms  yoii  am  for  »  RMinth^'tt 
least;  whilst  your cv«r  kind  Sti:<!iiiiu.'cu[p]Wnle* 
tele  to  Mm  Pl«ning,  to  wliom  tlie  wxiifty  of 
one  TO  gentle,  yet  strong  minded  will  be  u 
bloMng.  Poor  thing !  1  fcnr  this  ehock  will 
be  loo  mnch  for  Iter :  and  the  cMId  I  hear  is 
wone.  My  carriage  U  waiting  to  convey  lie 
thither." 

"  You  seem  to  count  witli  certainty  on  Air*. 
Pleming'n  concurrence  in  all  your  plaoH," 
observed  GifltHrd  diacontentodly. 
"  "  Undoubteclly.  1  eonHider  Mrs.  Fleming 
tS  tny  ward ;  Anil  as  you  well  know  Clara 
ever  vivldeKl  implicitly  lo  those  in  whi)U>  she 
vontidcd." 

^"  Ward  r  repeated  Gifford  incrtdnlouBly. 
'^■*^  Yes,  wurd  I  There  now  go,  and  tidcc  the 
lutiue  without  asking  more  ttuestionf,  or  fona- 
ing  niore  eunniwfl.  If  )*ou  had  kept  to  your 
own  botne  deparinient,  instead  of  meddliug 
with  the  foreign,  you  would  have  wived  youi*- 
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«eir  miidi  o««dleR0  anxiety,  and  ni«  soaic 
v«xntioii.  Be  oft'  witli  n  l>righwr  look,  whiUt 
1  hniu)  yunr  Indv,  who  oomc«  with  li«r  bonne 

nD<l  nluiwl  <1(>WI1  Moira  to  tItO  OUTiafK'-" 

"  Mr.  Kiohard  Wuhort  iui<)  the  iMitliQftf 
are  in  the  lioiiM,  tliough  the  cM  gDotlcman 
waa  only  hurktl  jcstcnlay,"  wlusjioi^  Adsou 
to  bit  tnaetcr,  a«  DcUrol  stepped  out  of  tlte 
carriage  in  Baker  Street,  wUther  lie  had* 
t)eapntch«(l  thi-  valet,  whilst  ho  himself  pro- 
ceeded to  Giflbrd's. 

"  How  is  Mrs.  FlenuDgK* 

*'  Very  mueli  altered  abd  fihaken,  eir." 

»  And  where  r 

"  In  the  drawin^rooin,  or,  with  ilr.  Kidianl 
Wi»Jiiii-t,  and  ihe  crctiiiors." 

A  few  more  <]ueations  wcrelbked :  and  then 
Delaval  led  SiiMn  to  the  dniwing-roiMnf  ajtolo- 
ginng  t»  he  did  m  (or  any  thing  unpleasant 
whieli  nught  oceur  in  her  prenence,  and  be- 
»|Knkin>£  her  sympathy  and  eiipftort  for  ClariL   ' 

Mr^    Fleniii^  was    tten^ig   over  her  boy, 
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who  lay  on  the  sofft  beeide  her,  quick  falling 
team,  and  her  heaving  bosom  proclmming  both 
grief  and  fear.  Mr.  Eichard  Wiahart,  a  diesi- 
pated  looking  young  man  was  seated  at  a  table 
with  his  man  of  business,  regarding  her  distress 
with  a  triumpliant  smile;  whilst  two  hard 
featured  men  were  claiming  payment  for  goods, 
which  Mrs.  Fleming  had  ordered  during  her 
late  relative's  life,  at  his  desire,  though  princi- 
pally for  the  use  of  herself  and  child,  and  un- 
luckily in  her  own  name 

"  It  is  of  no  use  talking,  ma'am ;  you 
ordered  the  goods,  and  you  must  pay  for  them, 
since  young  Mr.  Wishart  won't,  ,and  ^n't 
liable  it  seems,"  concluded  one  of  the  hard 
featured  creditors. 

"  Indeed  I  would  pay  you  if  I  could,"  fal- 
tered the  weeping  Clara,  turning  deadly  pale 
at  the  man's  hoi-sh  tones. 

'^  Uh  !  pooh,  that  won't  come  over  ub. 
Honest  tradespeople  can't  be  clicatcd  out  of 
their  money ;  and  those  who  have  things  must 


r  jtaili,  or  jno  diarid  wM  kmrt 

I  TOT  k««  bMB.* 

''ladsed  X  have  nehWr.  nd  ww  Kild; 
<kpiBdHa  oa  Kr.  Wufaut,  wbo  pRonifled  to 
prwride  Air  me,  ftad  mj  chlkl ;  jet  tWj  my 
be  hM  left  me  nolUflg.' 

"  Nellng  wWteTef  ;  your  mme  »  not 
mcatkned,"  oud  tlie  eoU  technical  tnao  of 
bw,  in  anawer  to  CUis's  ■{^Kaliog  look.  "  By 
a  will  dated  KXDe  yean  back,  tbe  deceased  has 
be^ueallicd  the  whule  of  his  [iroperty  to  lua 
neirfw^w,  Mr.  Riclianl  Wi»lwrt." 

"  XiM  knew  of  your  uncle'*  iotentton^"  nid 
Clara  timidly ;  "  and  nircly  you  will  pay  what 
was  onkretl  at  his  dnirc." 

"  I  know  of  yoor  whcodling  aria,  trying  to* 
*uj)|(liuit  toe  with  my  uncU  ;  aad  harv  aliown 
yuti  more  than  suflicieat  faror  by  allowing  you 
to  rrroain  in  the  houBO  so  lotig,"  replied  the 
nephew  with  a  sneer.      "  \\*here  arc  the  large 
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mints  of  maavy  wliich  tou  uUainitl  fram  Mr. 
Wwlwrt?" 

"  Ah  !  yea,  I  was  siire  you  nuiet  liave 
tiKmev,"  exclaimed  the  ruthless  creditor,  un- 
moved  hy  {xkiv  Clara's  team.  "  You  muHt  paj- 
inc.  or  go  to  f;itol ;  ao  there  if  hii  eiiJ  d'  it." 

"  Gaol !"  repeated  the  Hhrinkiiig,  thudderiDg 
(.'Ura.  "  Surely  you  would  not  ecnd  mc  to 
gaol.     AVIiat  would  become  of  my  poor  boy?" 

"  Tliat  10  your  took  out,  and' not  mine. 
Pay  the  money,  and  all  is  well :  if  not  the 
iMiiliffs  are  in  the  house,  I  can  t«ll  you ;  and  go 
to  gaol  you  must" 

"  Oh  I  no,  no :  yoii  ciinnot  be  so  cnrel," 
pleaded  tht;  tiTrificd  Clara,  wringing  her  hands 
in  despair.  "  I  have  given  you  my  purse — 
that  is  all  I  hayc.  Not  a  sixpence  left  to 
{■Tuctirc  shelter  for  ray  boy." 

"  I'erhnpa  your  fri«ndd  will  come  forward 
nitd  |>ay,"  ta-->inuittc(l  tlw  more  politic,  but 
ifcurccly  more  humane  creditor. 

vol.,    Ul.  N 
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"  Ob  I  »|Mi«  nMv>8pitre  mt !  I  bare  oo 
f>icni]B  to  bclp  tne."  cried  Clara  wildlr. 

"  Smj-  not  BO,  Mn.  Kkniing,  yon  hnve  Inic 
MuH  efficient  friends"  mU)  Delnvat  adrKnciiti; 
quickly,  foll'iwcti  bv  the  [■iij'ing  Stuui. 

•*  Save  me  Morton  I  save  luy  chiWr  elirieked 
th«  tc]Ti6ed  Clara,  springing  furvrnni  to  nitft 
him,  worked  up  by  the  >en(>c  of  Ker  deetitutiun 
aodtlie  threat  of  *  gaol  intoaparoxyEmofgrief 
and  fear,  wbidi  iJie  cniM  no  lot^r  cuntr<tl. 

**I  will,"  cxcUuiti«d  the  agitated  Delaval, 
calcbiDg  tJtc  fainting  Clarm  iu  hi»  nrnu.  "  Kcly 
on  tne  as  on  a — " 

Tlie  closing  word  was  w>  low  that  Sumh  did 
not  catch  it ;  biit  she  (wu^t  the  tender  tone, 
and  cdnduded  that  Giffonre  firars  would  eoon 
be  rcali-'vd.  8)ic  could  have  wished  it  other- 
wise :  bul  at  thie  moment  nhe  could  feci  no- 
thing but  pity  and  ndmiretiun  for  the  pale, 
fn^file  being  wlio  lay  without  wow  or  motioa 
in  I)ebiTal>  amii. 
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lini  it  n  not  »  dreittn,"  tmid  Mra.  film- 
ing with  R  thep  drawn  brent));  ntiaing  lier  iH-mU 
from  itic  cuiJiiiin,  iind  meeting  lite  |i)tyi»g 
looiu  uf  Suiuiti  iind  Delaval,  wliu  were  l>endiiig 
ov«r  her.  '*  Vou  are  bere,  Mortoo,  ami  I  am 
safe.  Tliow  fearful  men  cannot  hann  me,  ur 
lake  awnjr  my  cHtld." 

"  Kear  not!  no  one  hIuUI  liarni  you,  dear 
Clim.- 

"  HeftTCD  ble«e  you  T  »u<t  Mra.  Flomiog; 
and  her  look  of  fervent  grntitude,  excused  even 
in  Husan's  eyes  her  formu-  falsehood. 

"  I  am  lo  glad  you  arc  come,  Mr.  Delaval,  I 
loTC  you  du  much,"  liupcd  the  trembling  boy, 
who  hnd  not  before  ventured  to  spcfdc  or  move; 
and  whose  very  wba  bod  been  checked  by 
ieur, 

DcUval  stooped  to  kiee  him ;  and  the  tears 
riubod  to  hie  eyee  as  he  marked  the  change 
which  the  laet  few  day^  had  wrought  in  the 
mother  and  child:  neither  seemed  long  for 
earth. 

K  3 


km  sin. 


the  flrif  ctMfiton,  umI  tlw  th- 
r;    «B  of  wkn    hmkal   mtW 


I  of  tWaftw  cnfl  tmfasmeB,  ab^  ' 
vcfT  refcrzcd  to  DriKTmTd  to-  \ 
Eriinr-.MderetlttikrlwtdoKi]  3In.  Fkrm- 
iny  aad  Imt  bojr  ««re  eonfortaUT  ceubtulied^ 
door  to  the  Giflonk;   iwi   Swan  wi 
Um  tnegd  and  annv,    to    tbe   wl-' 
miration   of  ber  koebnid,    no  lea    tban   t)i« 
romiiart  of  tlie  gnleful  mother  and  ber  feeblo 

chad. 

**  I  can  tcareely  wooder  at  Delaval's  infalua- 
tion,"  was  Giffocd't  Uiooght,  u  be  gazed  on 
tbe  abnoat  angelic  loTv]i»c»  of  CUra,  and 
nurked  hinr  ber  look  of  fcrrent  g7atitu>J« 
followed  bia  every  movement  RcinorM  for 
her  f«iner  falaehood,  seemed  fwallowed  op  m 
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her  present — veaemtioa  it  might  alnioet  I>v 
termed. 

"  Mrs.  Gifford,  I  leave  Clara  to  your  am. 
Giflbrd,  good  bye,"  eaid  Morton  Delaval,  enter- 
ing his  friend's  drawing-room  abruptly,  on  the 
second  day  after  Mrs.  Fleming's  removal 

"  Why  whither  are  you  going,  Delavfll  ?" 

"  Down  to  Charlemont,  as  fast  as  four  lioi'tics 
can  take  me." 

"  To  Charlemont  P  repeated  Giffonl  in  sur- 
prise and  pleadure.     "  I  thought — " 

"  To  little  purpose,  as  you  have  oftcu  duiiu 
of  late,  when  troubling  yourself  witli  my 
conccma," 

"  What  takes  you  there  ?  Another  coui- 
inunication  from  Adams?"  enquired  Giffonl, 
perplexed  and  embarrassed. 

"  Exactly  so;"  answered  Delaval  laughing. 
"  I  have  no  time  for  more  queries,  but  had  ytm 
not  played  match  maker  in  London,  and  made 
some  mal  a  propos  remarks  in  the  country,  I 
should  hare  been    more  explicit  long  tiince. 


^  «0  ker 
(Wnc  to 
■at  rtKSR  mn  ^n  W  At  F1         i,  a^ 

•Jti^r  rsamct  A  i^Bt.  ^  ww^kr  vakt  bad 
aniRC  a  -WMimug  -mt  wJiiul  ■■".raKrijii,  aod 
«"»  atnm:^  iiiwiir  a    Mf  Miirm   cm  fiafi^ 

Ml  l««a  K  sk  sBOH.  'mil  Wr  hiuiinl  vHt 
Kf  )l-^noa  PmL.  va^  c^wa  tWa  a  ■v^tery  ;  for 
Oan  ka>e-r  >xlia^  gt  ker  Ma  tcm  eot?  after 
b«T  kiTi^  uvea  tiuid  o«i  bv  GQbcn.  DeU- 
rai  knev  from  Mn.  Flanii^  that  be  waa  in- 
debted lo  Lnbd  for  the  iwmtmt  of  ike  deed ; 
am]  that  ^be  had  in  cooeeqaence  quitted  her 
reUtive« ;  bat  be  knew  not  till  about  half  an 
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hour  before  lie  ^turtcd  agniu  for  tlie  K«iiu>iih 
hgw  luucli  cuiituiiiuly  kUi;  hiul  cnOtirvtl  uti  hix 
account ;  fur  the  timid  nnj  etiU  loving  Cliirn, 
from  dtlicflcy  to  leabcl,  nnd  to  shield  hvr  liui^ 
band  from  blaaie,  had  (mi^ed  lightly  over  iIk 
drciiinstancee  of  her  cxpubiun,  though  luixioui' 
to  do  bcr  gouerous  kiDdnciw  jiuticc ;  hi  that 
the  extent  of  her  iiullentign  iui(;lit  iiev<:i'  hnv<: 
been  known,  find  iiut  Admn.*  luvidciiiiilly  »■• 
countered  the  lUtciiitig  liouseiiuiid,  wlt<<  IiimI 
•cuttled  «o  qui^-kly  out  of  might  on  tlic  opoiiiiij; 
of  (lie  door  by  Flcuiiitg. 

Dclsvnl's  con»wou»iicw  of  soinv  wanner  Icel* 
ing  than  mere  frienddliip,  and  Clara'e  evident 
dislike  Co  coaverae  on  the  subject,  bad  checked 
more  minute  enquiries ;  but  day  after  day  bad 
Isabel  lieeu  tlie  tlienie  of  tlieir  dlacouree ;  and 
day  lifter  diiy  lutd  he  leiirnt  to  otteein  her  more, 
from  the  many  noble  and  touching  trails  ri;- 
bitcd  of  her  by  Mr».  Flemitig,  whose  heart  "he 
bad  Ci)mplet«ly  won  by  ber  love  for  little 
GUberU 


If  Deknl  bd  tdkai  noA  of  tbe  widow- 
he  bad  dMoehc  nore  of  her  odukb;  aad  tii* 
q/mauomt  te  tbc  K.f— j-g  tnaid,  who  waa 
tiiu^hl  into  kn  ppeiCDee  br  A«kii».  kkmi 
■■de  ban  aoqainted  with  extry  detail,  even 
••  ber  anat's  irf—liiiii  of  InlcTs  love  fw 
tuDMelf:  and  the  pocn'  girl's  •elf-coDnetuiK 
wkam.  The  Toang  ennte's  irifc  was  Mr. 
Naah^i  «nter:  and  lo  her  auv  luitl  atteatk 
oader  {innrideBce,  vm  ihe  indditcd  for  lUf^ 
and  ber  situatioQ  u  CbariemooL. 

"  All,  IX^lavul!  returned  m>  soon.  Thiit 
more  than  we  oodd  hn\-e  expected :  I  •cirrojj* 
ihougifat  rou  ia  Loodoa  vet."  exclajiiied  JUt 
John,  giving  his  youDg  guest  a  bcnrty  shake  ot' 
the  hand.  -'  This  is  i^ally  good  of  vou ;  and 
ootne  jtMt  in  the  tuck  of  time  too,  when  your 
advice  may  do  os  so  mncji  senice." 

"  Hnw  can  1  serve  you,  Sir  John  ?"  encjuired 
Delnvkl,  after  (laying  hie  eompliuicnts  to  Lady 
Fenton,  aiul  I^ndy  Cnllvri,  -tlte  hiltcr  of  u>-hoiOL| 
rtx-eived  him  witli  a  (rcinor  which,  had  he  Inrcd, 
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would  have  been  flattering ;  but  loving  not  wus 
only  embarraesiDg. 

"  Why  it  is  an  awkward  business,  you  aee ; 
and  my  lady  is  sadly  cut  up  about  it.  Hollis 
swears  tbat  he  will  make  an  offer  to  Misti 
May ;  and  there  is  no  turning  him." 

"  But  will  Miaa  May  accept  him  ?" 

"  Do  you  suppose  that  a  governess  could 
refuse  such  an  offer?"  observed  Lady  Fenton 
sharply.  "  My  brother,  with  his  fortune  and 
person,  might  select  the  first  lady  in  the  land. 
This  comes  of  having  a  pretty  governess  ;  not 
that  I  think  her  pretty.  And  to  turn  out  so 
ungrateful  after  all  my  kindness,"  added  her 
ladyship,  with  tearful  eyes  and  flaming  cheeks. 

"  She  may  be  attached  to  another,"  sug- 
gested Delaval  hesitatingly. 

"  Yes,  she  may  love  Naah  best  afler  all ; 
and  I  do  think  she  would  have  honesty  enough 
to  own  it  if  she  did,"  cried  the  worthy  Baronet, 
catching  eagerly  at  the  hint.     '*  Let  her  say 


tM 


pMV  JiBOi     ttOMfTM  hit  ttn^PHtt  WVR> 

-  WI7  A*'  ^  OMtur  «r  tlMt,  n;  hay. 
HoISi  adBiti  tkat  tW  firi  kM  Aannri.  nut 
— ght  him.  »a4  bt  kaom  iwiM|^  of  tbr 
world  to  Im  >  prettT  gmd  jadgt.'' 

-Lrt   tboM   briiSTe   tte   who  will.  Sir 

JofaL" 

"  I  ban  known  Imb^  fma  %  giri — my 
oode.  with  hi*  djiag  bnuHi,  I  n«y  nr.  cwtf 
flded  iwr  10  my  can,  will  yoor  ladjr^lup  permii 
ne  to  speak  to  im-  oo  tkis  subfeet  f  eoquiretl 
DcUvtl.  with  M*  aobcr  aa  eye  wid  vuioe  u  ke 
coold  connnaml. 

"CHi!  pny  do,  Mr.  Ddaral;  Ivhallbew 
inucb  obtiged  to  yaa.  T«U  her  tint  I  will 
neter  ooiueat  to  bcr  ourrying  Jaai«;  and 
pfomisa  b«r  a  weddint;  drcM,  or  anythioi;  cIm 
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if  she  will  only  titkv  Mr.  Niuli ;  l>ut  I  fear 
there  ia  nu  )ii>[h:  of  U>nt.  There  «lie  ia  in  the 
elirubbery  now  willt  llie  ctiiltlren." 

"  Thea  I  will  join  her  directly,  iiml  Mnd  the 
chiltlrcD  to  you,**  mid  Dclavnl  ipriiiging  utit  of 
the  window  ae  he  spolcc. 

"  Mr.  Dclaviil  is  »  rcry  nice  youug  inun, 
and  I  oongrutulate  you,  Charlotte.  You  sue 
he  could  not  »tay  away  more  tlian  thrvv  days. 
There  is  no  doubt  what  he  has  rctunii-d  fur; 
I  only  hope  lie  will  get  Janivs  out  of  thi» 
races." 

Lady  CAltou  turned  away  without  replying 
to  ber  cousin'*  c«tngraUiktion« ;  she  had  caught 
Delaval's  look  m  he  eprnng  uuc  an  the  lawn, 
and  dared  not  trust  hcreelf  to  speak. 

'*  Vou  are  to  go  to  your  mamma,  my  dears," 
Raid  Delavnl,  dismissing  the  ehildrcn,  who  had 
rushed  to  meet  him,  and  pursuing  his  way  to 
Isabel,  who  was  seated  on  a  rustic  l)enoh  with 
her  bock  towards  him. 

His  foot  fell  so  noievlcMly  oa  the  velvet  turf 
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that  ihe  was  not  swuc  of  hia  ^>pnMi4t:  mod 
he  bad  beeD  beaJag  over  her  aooie  moaxWf 
bCMCC  CBO  gOCaMQ  Hi  pivs£ooa>  An 
anU  WW  b  her  hand— H  «a«  the  note  ' 
he  had  adiireMed  u>  the  mikoown  ■mhtww 
thraagb  Benactt,  on  facanng  of  her  JSatnm. 
On  aooouDt  of  the  beat  the  had  thrown  uff  her 
booaet,  w  Ibat  be  codd  mcb  the  ei 
of  her  feaiarM.  Joy  and  ndnew  inhi)|;led 
tbtrt — a  bright  smtle  cnrled  her  hpt,  odJ  yet 
h4.T  lean  rained  ftM-  Swldeuly  the  dnw 
l<>rtli  aotni-liiing  from  her  boeom  attachal  la  i 
(riece  of  bUek  wlvct,  that  hnni;  nntnH  hcrl 
neck,  and  gaxed  camc>tlf  upon  it : — it  wa«  the 
ring  whkb  D(-Iavnl  hod  gircn  hur,  and  lw>kod 
fur  in  vain  on  her  finger.  Kemored  rrom-l 
Ihenee  cm  Kn.  Klorton's  accaiarieo,  it 
liecn  worn  next  her  heart  ever  mnce. 

"  Isahtlt  my  life  !  my  love!"    excUtnted  the 
delij^ted  DvIuvnL 

I-ta)ici  started   up  wiUi  a  faint  ery,  gaxcd 
wttdly  on  the  i4>caker — turned  pole— tott 
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&ad  would  have  faUeo  had  he  not  caught  her  in 
his  arms. 

"  laabel  hide  not  that  ring,"  he  whisiwred 
tenderly,  ae  drawing  back  from  his  eu]>}H>rt, 
and  leaning  against  a  tree,  she  made  an  efiint 
to  conceal  it.  "  Rather  give  its  donor  alwi  ii 
place  next  your  heart." 

"  Is  this  generous  ?  is  this  honorable  to  ateal 
thus  on  my  privacy?"  exclaimed  the  agitated 
^rl,  with  a  blush  of  shame.  "  Go  use  such 
words  to  her  alone  to  whom  your  hand  is 
plighted." 

"  My  hand  le  plighted  to  none — my  heart 
is  yours.  Surely  my  note  ere  I  departed 
should  have  convinced  you  of  this." 

"  T  received  no  note." 

"  Indeed  I  then  I  have  no  right  to  complain 
of  your  coldness.  But  you  should  have  known 
mc  lietter  than  to  suppose  that  I  had  come 
with  ungenerous  motives,  or  would  speak  as  I 
c|M)ke,  yet  love  another.  No,  Isabel :  my 
whole  heart  has  long  been  yours.     The  world 


27» 


mmf  h«*c  gyvctt  mt  M  laMfec,  m  it  ka 

yM-.    bM  At  world  Bm,  I  Imc  kabd  M^— 

aodberahM.* 

Tbe  trill  Bng  girl  niwi  her  ejm  lo  U*  for 
u  iiMtaal  to  nad  if  U*  Imfcs  befiad  aM  Im 
wordt:  Ibca  the  taaid  pmxe  at  duobt  and  j«jr 
mM  •rrtUnwn,  and  Ac  &ltcrcd— "  Clan— 
ifca  w  K.W  free  I  bear." 

*  Sbe  H,  dear  iMbd ;  awl  we  an  ftieoda : — 
(ntoda,  aotl  bo  more.  Yoa  look  doubtful  cttD : 
a>k  her — Mardb  ber  with  qoBBtioiu — I  will 
abide  the  iinie.  Firm  and  iinrhmpng  7011T- 
«eir,  you  cannot  unagine  a  chaaga  in  aootlicr, 
^et  believe  t»e  I  ipcok  the  truth  :  her  lure  is 
with  her  hueband  who  i*  gone — with  ber  child 
who  will  soon  fellow ;  and  miite — nuno  ie  with 
you.  Vou  cannot  be  my  Gnrt  love;  hot  you 
are  my  laxt,  and  deepest.  1  loved  Ckra  traly 
once,  but  it  waa  with  the  love  of  the  todoleot, 
ihoughtletw  youth,  not  with  the  deep  devotion 
of  the  tned  man.  A»  I  then  was,  site  was  all 
1  wiahed ;  aa  i  now  wit    ahe  could  not  fill  my 
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heart — fllie  could  neither  ^liai**:  ni)-  liif^best 
liQpeH,  nor  furtlier  my  iioblc&l  views.  She 
could  siiiile ;  but  she  cuuUI  not  conipi'clHMKL. 
Till  ber  viwt  to  Morton  Park  I  believed  that 
ohe  bad  been  deluded,  yet  loved  me  still ;  hut 
her  manner  then  convinced  uie  that  tin;  wtw 
cliiinged  in  heart  as  in  nftni&  If  tthv  Imd  ever 
loTod  Rie  «1k'  did  ih>  no  lunger.  My  first  feel- 
ing was  auger,  and  I  epokc  sharply ;  but  tlmt 
feeling  eoon  passed  away.  ^le  wept  in 
silenei- :  you  pleaded  gently  yet  fearleiwly ; 
and  I  submitted  to  your  voice.  The  timid 
but  wnnn-hcarted  girl  had  expaode*!  into  the 
noble  woman,  who  cinild  ajiprcciute,  nnd  ^eek 
after  every  excellence.  From  that  moment 
my  heart  turned  to  you.  I  traced  up  your 
every  word  nnd  act  froiu  the  moment  of  our 
firet  con%'crmtioD,  till  that  kind  old  man  laid 
hiM  hand  on  your  head  and  blesncd  you.  I  felt 
that  I  had  found  in  you  the  partner  I  iwught ; 
and  my  faith  never  wavcrc<l  again.  I  have 
acquired   fame — I  hare    won   back   my  early 


s-y. 


Ah:   mo:    mr 

label  nMmJUBjr.     "  After  a  lioie  jo«  wc 
Oniik  tffaU  tlu*.- 

**  No,  ao,  dttf  lafad;  for  jroar  mIw  it  i 
be  all  fiMfoftOL  If  of  tiunr  kiDdred  in  blmiL 
VMI  ire  not  of  their  lundnd  ia  auad.  What 
they  robbed  ne  of  ym  mtond  ;  and  for  ne 
,T«u  w«r*  dm-eo  rurth  with  iImbk  aod  om- 
tmuely.'" 

**  Uow  knuw  you  tbat  i'  gaq>ed  tbe  trem- . 
blip;;  giri. 

"  FrTiiD  ibc  wrvADt  wbo  played  tbe  Ustooer." 

''  AoU  what  cbe  did  nbe  ttUl  you  T  IWIic-rhI 
puor  ImIwI. 

*'  That  which  it  made  mc  ntort  h^ppy  to 
bdivvv;  but  yuu  must  ruufinii  it  with  your 
own  lips.     Will  you  not    my   timt   you    love 
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me,  Isabel?     Will  you  not   give  yourself  to 
me?" 

"  Ah !  no ;  I  dare  not.  I  am  poor — a 
beggar;  and  you,  one  of  the  first  in  the  land. 
You  will  think  hereafter — I  fear  you  have 
thought  80  already,  that  I  was  not  a  fitting 
bride ;  and  others  will  say  so  toa" 

"  Forgive  ine,  dear  one,  if  I  own  that  the 
comments  of  others— the  thought  of  your  rela- 
tives— did  for  a  time  make  me  restless — irreso- 
lute. Believe  me  such  feelings  have  long 
passed  away,  and  can  never  return.  Your 
poverty  never  distressed  me  one  moment;  of 
fortune  I  nave  more  than  enough  for  both, 
and  have  sought  you  eagerly  for  months 
though  in  vjun,  on  account  of  the  sudden  re- 
moval of  your  friend  the  curate,  wliose  present 
abode  I  could  not  learn.  If  you  love  another, 
as  some  have  hinted,  whatever  the  panj;  it  may 
cost  me,  I  will  remove  all  difficulties." 

"  Xo,  no :"  said  Isabel  quickly,  then  stopped 
abruptly  in  great  confusion. 
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"  'Ilmi  fuu  am  mine,   ImM ;   auM  awiL 
1  will  take  du  dffa'iaL' 
■■  Well.  Ih-brnl,  Ikvc  Jua  acttlcU  it  kU 

tiur  ntiidiMMiuu,"  ciujuirod  Sir  Jt4ui  un 
(fIH»t'«  nrtiiru  t(i  iIhi  ilnkwingTwnt,  mom: 
Itouf  oi'U'nruxU 

"  I    liavfr   netUiNl   it    tu  my   uwn,"    repUt 
Ilvluvttl ;  ilicii  mirhinx  l^y  Colum's  «]re,  Ik 
(■■iimmU  witli  (h«   jMiiilul  conTictimi   tlut   bicj 
}oy  wiM  foumleiJ  un  llu>  |auii  iit'  another. 

"  Aa  liuw,  D«liiviil  ?  Miike  haato  aud  tetl 
M,  for  you  look  nxliitnt  with  iMpiuneM.  I  am 
siirv  wt:  arc  von'  luuch  vUi^l  to  you.  Is  abo 
to  umrry  Na»li '{" 

"  No :"  aDSwem)  Morton  abruptly. 

"  No  I  tlicn  liow  ia  it  lo  be  managed  ?  I 
dim't  uixlcratiitHL'* 

"  I  do,"  «iii)  Liidy  Cnltoii  witJi  a  Mcady 
voict!,  I)ut  an  lu^y  cliiMik.  81i«  mw  that 
Dclavnl  i'clt  for  her ;  and  she  wiu  tliimkfiil  for 
the  |{cncrt(Hif  iytiipntliyi  doiiif;  him  the  full 
juntioo  to  athnit  that  he  had  never  Miiglit  her 
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love;  but  it  was  no  moment  for  indecieion  or 
weakness.  Brought  up  in  the  opinions  of  the 
world,  she  dreaded  tlie  world's  ridicule,  she 
feared  to  be  laughed  at  as  one  who  had  loved 
not  wieelj,  but  too  well,  and  prudence  and 
delicacy  alike  required  the  exercise  of  self- 
command.  "  I  understand  ;  allow  me  to  be 
the  first  to  offer  m;  congratulatdons,  and  beet 
wishes  for  your  future  happiness." 

"  Thank  you,"  said  Delaval  warmly,  "  I 
shall  ever  be  proud  to  count  Lady  Calton 
among  my  friends." 

Her  ladyship  felt  all  that  he  meant  to 
convey,  and  was  grateful. 

"  I  trust  we  shall  ever  be  friends,  Mr.  Dela- 
val; and  now  I  will  leave  you  to  discuss 
matters  with  Sir  John  and  Lady  FentoD." 

DeUval  opened  Uie  door  for  her  with  marked 
respect;  and  a  look  of  thanks  was  his  re- 
ward. 

"  Hey  day !  what  is  the  meaning  of  this  ?" 
enquired  Sir  John, 


TBK  UimCTAWT. 

-  thmt    Mm  SUr  faw  cmtrBUi  tn 
Mn.  [IrfanL' 

-WlM^:  if  ibat  the  far  rs^haei 
.Sir  Johit.  "  Wbo  «>iaU  han  ikm^  it  ? 
What  wiir  n,j  LaAf  Caltoa  my  T 

"  What  miuTj  m  gorenieM!     What  wiO  iImj 
wofid  tar  y  exckimed  lui  InmKm. 

"  Vr*:  tnanv  «  gawemeaB,  LmIj-  CaJtuii 
gmwieil  H  loiifr  riaee,  w  70a  mw,  iboogfa  the 
ntd  nothing  >hout  it ;  uhI  the  wor)<l  tmT  my 
what  it  iJeued." 

Ladr  Fenton  ww  urtoniyht^ — uaativeA :  tfut 
heosme  remneilcd,  aTivr  n  time,  lo  tbeeQumitj 
wf  •  mui  of  forlnncV  cVwwng  ft  ^m-erncs*,  hf 
the  rcntefnlitnoce.  tltnt  il*  Imbcl  marrietl  D^ral 
■hv  cnuli]  not  nurrr  her  brother. 

Within  11  week  the  now  hapi]iy  Inliel  irae 
elttepol  to  thv  hviirl  of  CIvn,  and  hn^(?d  and 
kiawd  by  littlf?  Gilbert,  who  Iwd  often  acJcdi 
after  bis  coumii  Ilolla. 

*<  Ton    are    Inokint;    thougtitfitl,    ii'iKord," 
obtvTved  Oclaval  smiling.     "  An  you  think- 
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ing  that  there  arc  more  things  in  henvea 
and  earth  than  were  dreamt  of  in  yuiir 
philosophy  ?" 

"  Exactly  eo.  1  wasted  much  time  und 
aoxiety  on  an  imaginary  danger  it  apjHurH." 

"  I  told  you  so  more  than  once,  but  in  vain. 
Within  three  days  yon  will  admit  the  wisdom  of 
iny  choice :  -Mrs.  GifTord  docs  so  already ;  xhe 
was  always  more  clcnr-nighted  than  her 
husband." 

"  Do  not  delay  your  marriage  on  .my 
account,"  B^ud  Clara  one  day,  as  Delaval  was 
sitting  beside  her.  "  Isabel  ia  worthy  ol'  you ; 
and  I  would  see  you  happy  before  I  go  hence. 
Wo  shall  not  be  long  here,"  she  added  kissing 
the  cold  clammy  brow  of  her  boy.  "  You  have 
lorgiven  me,  and  Heaven  blese  you  for  so 
doing  ;  but  I  must  pay  the  penalty  of  my 
fidsehood.  You  will  lay  ue  together,  Morton 
—side  by  side." 

Delaval  pressed  her  hand  in  silence,  then, 
MDirting  up,  left  the  room  abruptly.    lie  would 


•AWr. 


I  be  csUed  oa  to  lay  molber  aad  child  id 
dwaBBw  onU  gnre. 

The  wed£i%  wm  harteiM*!  U  Gan's  orgeat 
cotrcMjr.  The  Mrriee  wm  pwJbmBJ  by  tlic 
kind  yoiatg  clergrmaa  to  wbom  Ddaval 
{■Mental  *  bvin^.  Lord  Ermgcvurt  g^nr 
■wmjr  tkc  bride,  and  Ladj  Caltwu.  tl  her  wwa 
mtoest,  attended  the  weddinf;  brcakfaet,  wluch 
WM  given  by  the  GiffonLs  to  which  the 
worthj  HobwDf,  to  their  infiuilv  ddighl,  were 
invited. 

•*  Yoa  are  pale,  laabel,"  aaid  her  husbaod 
lendeHj,  at  the  carriage  pueed  throu^  the 
6m  gate  into  Morton  Park,  "  'VVlial  ii  it 
lover 

"  Oh !  tell  me,  Morton,  imd  tdl  mc  trnly 
~— do  yon  not  regret  the  choice  which  you  have 
iinde?     Do  you  never  wish  j-oureclf  free ?" 

'*  Yes,  leabcl :  that  1  might  diooae  you  over 
afcain.  Fie  on  yoo,  love,  to  nusttust  my 
nffi-ciiun :  you  xre  dearer  to  mc  than  the  whole 
world  bc^dc.     Let  mc  kiss  off  those  tears." 
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"  They  arc  ttnn  of  joy,  Morton :  I  ithall 
doubt  you  no  more." 

"  I  trust  not,  dear  love.  But  now  look  up, 
see  the  joyous  crow<l  assemblod  to  greet  yom- 
arrival,'" 

"  Ib  thjkt  for  mc  ?  There  wa«  no  rejoicing 
when  you  returned  before." 

*'  No,  leabcl :  unid  ull  my  joy  tticii.  there 
wa6  a  worm  at  my  licixrt;  nnd  the  sound  of 
r«joieing  was  hnteful  to  my  ears,  for  I  felt 
lonely  and  deaolate:  it  is  othcrwiac  now — I 
have  no  more  to  desire."* 

"  How  sliall  I  thank  you,  dear  Morton  Y" 
excliumed  hia  grateful,  linppy  wife. 

"  Ky  e»er  relying  on  my  love.  But  hark ! 
yiiu  muAl  look  forth  and  bow  to  the  houoct 
villH^ers,  who  are  aliouling  long  life  to  Mn. 
Delavul.  Itmbcl  May  won  so  many  hearts, 
that  on  my  Hord  I  must  look  to  it,  or  I  eliall 
no  lunger  be  the  most  iK>puIar  person  in  the 
couuty." 

A  few  weeks  pa&sed,  and  Clara's  prediction 


288 


THE    KXPECTAXT. 


was  fulfilled.  8be  died  in  laabel's  aruio,  bkap^ 
ing  her  sod  OeUral,  who  waa  by  livr  !>ldv; 
whil»l  ber  parting  look  wtut  turned  un  livr  l)»j, 
who  had  brcatlicd  hit)  hst  but  uu  hour  bvfon.*. 

The  birlhdn}'  of  >[onon  Delai-al  had  cotiu.- 
round  i^in,  nnd  the  ietc  m>  oHvn  deterred  was 
piMlpon<'d  no  longer;  but  it  woji  to  celebrate 
tho  binli  of  a  Aon  niul  heir,  te  well  as  the 
coming  of  age  of  tlic  poMOiMor.  All  whs  joy 
and  »unifhin« !  The  ardent  piUrtut— llicadinirtd 
onitor~lhc  luippy  hiwliaiid,  hiid  not  forgotten 
in  bit>  lame  and  pros|>erit}'  the  oomfort  of 
hiH  de|>endants ;  and  if  lie  had  not  wrought  out 
idl  thv  good  whidi  he  had  hoped,  be  Iiad  rtill 
etli:ctvd  inueh :  and  (Ik  entire  ^mpitlhy  and 
i-hecniig  ^-oicc  of  bis  Itwb<:l  luul  urged  him  on 
his  «a_v. 

The  lolc  wiw  professedly  given  to  the  |K>«r; 
but  few  of  his  fViends  were  absent.  Lord 
Krringeourt  ni>d  Gifford  luu)  clulen  Bonie  hours 
froiu  their  uffioiul  duties  to  iittend  the  fmul,  in 
honor  of  their  old  fnend,  nud  young  godson ; — 
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Uic  HuImoiu  loo  wcrv  therp,  proud  of  llicir 
tthitre  ill  riglitmg  live  riglittnl  owner— tlii)  good 
old  [tliyAicinii,  Doclor  Sile,  niid  tbv  vconby 
clergyman,  Mr-  Miicliell,  were  ready  with 
tlieir  oungriUuUtiotia :  and  Mr.  Owyer  it>i>)c«d 
stil)  more  sunny  than  usual,  as  be  wandered 
among  the  crowd,  wieh  t)ie  hand  vf  Susan's 
little  boy  clafl|>ed  tightly  in  hia,  priding  hint^ir 
on  harinjr  Biiccet-dcd  in  coaxing  him  nway  from 
hie  inotlicr. 

Wherever  Dclaval  turned  li«  wa«  greeted 
with  gmtvtul  omilcx;  ami  h«  watclicd  with  a 
thrill  of  joy  Imw  thi.-  villaiftr*  crowded  round 
hto  JhhWI  tu  hle»4  her  for  all  licr  kirxlii !.>!«,  and 
to  look  on  till:  bahy  in  her  aniit>,  whibl  closi: 
hehind  her  walked  a  very  (Ugiiilied  looking 
terrivr,  in  whose  sober  dcntewiour,  and  over 
(at  it  would  have  been  dif&'ult  to  discover  the 
once  thin  nnd  frisky  puppy,  ourniunecl 
Mivchiefl  H«  appeared  to  cunaider  himself  n 
very  important  parsonage,  and  thi«  he  miglit 
natAirally   <lo   without  any  very  oxti'»ordinarT 
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i1i;grcv  uf  pnratniitMO,  miut  on  acoouui  of  tw 
irutnitnentality  ia  duotn-mng  tlw  dred,  lie  won 
the  i>rivilrgc«)  (ict  of  the  whole  bouMliold,  ttnd 
(Ziiud,  huitiMtalile  Mn.  WUkina,  tinding  thai 
Delmvml  nml  louWl  nbjtciaJ  to  l>eiti(c  cmmuicd 
un  llteir  uvrn  nocotmiv,  iind  Utv  nunM)  un  *o- 
eounl  i<f  tlif  buby,  ruMiltod  to  du  lacr  bml  tu 
etieurc  MiMWf  iIm  kipgly  dtalh  uf  a  surfeit. 

Attvr  the  tcrritT  and  Timothy  Mills,  now 
jirumiitod  to  be  Mr«.  Dtrlavwre  own  w^^uiid 
gurdenfT,  the  iKrrwn*  tcIiu  hvld  thcmsclvtw  to 
be  of  the  greau^*!  im|H)rlutCtt  were  ihe  <Jd 
hutli^r,  und  lu>UM-ki-e]H'r,  who  iiwh]  we  und  nor, 
ua  lliuugh  ihey  hail  bvt-n  the  owners  of  Mortfiii 
Fark,  nnd  n^motyl  u  mitch  in  ihc  birlh  of  the 
heir,  ft*  ilmnjfh  he  h(uJ  Ik-ch  their  own  child, 
indvod  I)vl»vnl  itiiLinlained  that  thuy  HlHwlutely 
ooaaidertH]  him  w  Huch,  and  called  him  our 
boy." 

"  It  should  liavc  been  a  jpr],  inxli'ad  of  « 
1>oy,  and  then  little  Morton  here  ooiild  have 
liad  hot  for  n  wife,"  oWcncd   Mr.  tiwver  on 
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the  mcceeding  t\ay,  n»  lie  vrnt^lioil  tlic  lilllts 
fellow'^  mptiirci^,  nn  being  perniiltctl  tt>  linM 
the  baby  in  Iiih  Up,  llmt  gentlemitn  xtill  hnvin^; 
n  grent  partiality  na  of  old  for  nil  tilings  ffny 
incliicliD^  weililingfl.  wtii<:h  by  the  w»y,  nrc 
somoiimca  more  mclancluily  tlinn  funcrnlf^ 

•'  He  must  wait  for  the  next,"  njplicJ 
Delavul,  Inughing  at  the  fancy :  then  aJditi^ 
eameatly — "  If  he  prove  but  half  as  true  a 
frieud  to  my  boy,  as  liis  fntlier  hns  pmvpd  to 
iRi.-,  1  wk  for  hiiu  no  greater  earthly  1>lc«»ing. 
Y'oti  nmilo  iii<^  vfhAt  I  am.  (iilford:  l>ii{  fur 
you,  I  kIkiuKI  have  Itoeii  uii  in<)<>l<!ii(  do-notJiin^ 
all  tuy  life." 

"  No  »iich  thinK,"  aaid  (Jifford.  "  The 
Apark  wiw  in  yoii,  and  woidd  have  burat  forth 
eoine  time  or  other  into  a  Hniiiv,  without  my 
fanning;  whilst  but  for  your  aid,  and  your 
never  tiring  friendship,  I  should  have  worn 
myself  out  with  luwle^g  strivings  and  died  the 
|>0or  iitudent  at  last.  Remember  too,  of  late, 
yoti  dciipise<l  my  tutoring.'' 
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Had  I  kaown  jovr  ImM  ma  I 
'  wnr,  ahc  w  iIm  mm  oot  of  »U  the 
1 1  Ao^  lave  dwaeo  for  yen,  I 
««n  71M  «id  Sbhd  not  to  look  to  triampfaaat 
at  tkia  adBMBon ;  or  I  dMll  get  rid  of  70a 
botb.  aad  lake  Mn.  Ddaral  for  m;  Meood" 

"  WWlier  «be  vOl  OT  oaT"  aaked  ImM 
■rchlj,  ^aacti^  tip  at  iter  huaband  with  a  look 
wloGb  told  tliat  she  no  longer  lUiicipBied  the 
poeAiilitT  nf  h»  ever  lepeotiiig  Itia  cboioc 

"Tbcre,  Giffbnl,  there;— fiurij-  beatai — 
beaten  oat  of  the  field,"  exdakned  Ddaval 
triumphaotly,  pawing  hb  ann  roimd  hia  wiic 
and  child. 

"  See  that  I  du  nut  coug;h  yon  down  in  your 
next  speech,"  nid  Gifford  laughing. 

But  little  remains  to  be  told.  The  friends 
continue  frietMl*,  in  thought,  and  in  act,  as  in 
opeedi ;  and  Itabel  and  Sunn  are  as  doealj 
united  ati  their  liufbandf. 
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A(1nm#  hfw  innrrioi!  Unlid'n  iimid  ;  (inil  there 
in  flome  talk  of  n  little  Ai)iiini<  to  wait  nt  mme 
future  time  on  the  yoiiiig  heir  ns  faithfully  ad 
hi«  Ikther  wnit«d  on  Dtilavnl. 

The  Honourable  Andrew  Lerwick  i»  otiil 
living  on  in  idloiieae  in  the  liojw  of  ohljiiniiij^ 
plflce  or  credit ;  ))uL  the  hitter  is  on  the  vmne, 
and  year  after  year  sew  him  no  nearer  the 
former. 

Young  Medlyoott'8  extravagance  oblig^tl  Sir 
Thoiniw  to  let  Mcdiycott  Hall,  nnd  live 
skroiu] ;  and  the  fair  Felicia  married  a 
foreigner,  with  nothing,  each  having  BUp]M»ed 
the  other  poescsscd  of  much. 

Mre.  Morton  when  too  ill  tu  mOTCi  being 
robbed  by  her  only  servant,  who,  to  conceal 
the  theft,  shut  up  the  house  crc  tthc  fled,  died 
a  lingering  death  from  neglect  and  8tar^-atioD, 
with  tjmc  to  think  of  her  conduct  towards  the 
kind  old  man  whom  tshc  lind  ho  much  deceived. 
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